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SEPTEM BER

Hello Readers!
Welcome to the September 2009 edition

of the Keeping In Touch!  We’ve worked hard
to bring you what we believe is the Lord’s
Word to His people in this hour, as well as
other articles and snippets that we think
would encourage young and old alike.
We hope you will take the time to sit
down and read all that has been prepared
here, and we look forward to bringing
you other editions in the coming
months!  May God bless you and keep
you!

The Keeping In Touch Staff



Greetings to our brethren,
In this hour of the end we are finding that there has come much testing of the church.  The tests

seem to be coming both from within and without, providing challenges all along the way.  It seems
the scripture from I Peter 4:17, For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house ofFor the time is come that judgment must begin at the house ofFor the time is come that judgment must begin at the house ofFor the time is come that judgment must begin at the house ofFor the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? is
being fulfilled right before our eyes.  No longer is our faith being tested by little things.  We are
being tried right to the very core of our beings.  As the Holy Spirit continues to work to baptize us
into Christ we are finding that more of the essence of us is being displaced by the Spirit of Christ
within us.  If we come to a place of resistance in this process, the judgment of God is coming to bear
upon that place within our souls until we either decide to repent, or some greater calamity comes
our way, or God moves on.

Recently, the scripture regarding the picture of the soul found in Revelation 4:9-11 has come to
mind with the picture of the four and twenty elders falling down before the Lord and casting their
crowns before the throne.  The question then arises, what is the spiritual significance of these
twenty-four elders and their crowns?  From the Revelation series by C. J. duCille we read, “Twenty-
four is the number of the priesthood.  Twenty-four priests served for the year in the Tabernacle.
God had promised, as we read before in chapter one, that we would be priests and kings.  These have
come to the priesthood. Notice the crowns on their heads.  The crowns meant they had now become
KINGS-PRIESTS and KINGS.  This is exactly what God had promised – THE PERFECTED
MAN.”(Volume 1 Page75)   So what is this casting of crowns before the throne?

In the time of kings, the crown traditionally represented power, legitimacy, immortality, righ-
teousness, victory, triumph, resurrection, honor and glory.  These are all attributes worth striving
for and yet, when reached for out of the pride of man’s unregenerate heart are places wherein the
judgment of God must begin where the believer is concerned.  There is no place found within the
boards of the tabernacle where any crowning achievement of man can stand.  All must be covered
over with gold.  All crowns will be cast down before the throne wherein Christ is seated.  Man, even
in his perfected state and made one with Christ, will fully recognize Thou art worthy, O Lord, toThou art worthy, O Lord, toThou art worthy, O Lord, toThou art worthy, O Lord, toThou art worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they arereceive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they arereceive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they arereceive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they arereceive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are
and were created and were created and were created and were created and were created (Revelation 4:11).

Therefore, let us consider without despair, that as everything within us and everyone around us
is coming under the eye of God, even the things we consider precious crowns will be cast

before the throne of God as our soul is brought into the place of offering unto the
Lord.

May God richly bless you one and all,
Paul Davis

Casting DownCasting DownCasting DownCasting DownCasting Down
Our CrownsOur CrownsOur CrownsOur CrownsOur Crowns
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Brother Cecil duCille:  Praise God.  We thank God
for His goodness and His mercies which endureth forever
(Psalms 106:1; 118:1).  Thank God for all those who par-
ticipate to make it possible for me to come to you with the
Word of the Lord across the whole world.  Thank You,
Jesus.

We want to go into the Word on “the mystery of sin
and the glory of righteousness.”  Let’s turn to Romans 6:1,
What shall we say then?  Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound?  2God forbid.  How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?  3Know ye not, that
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death?  4Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.  5For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection:  6Knowing this,
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin.  7For he that is dead is freed from sin.  8Now if
we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him:  9Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over

TheTheTheTheTheMYSTERY of SinMYSTERY of SinMYSTERY of SinMYSTERY of SinMYSTERY of Sin

TheTheTheTheTheGlory Glory Glory Glory Glory ofofofofof
RighteousnessRighteousnessRighteousnessRighteousnessRighteousness

him.  10For in that he died, he died unto sin
once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto
God.  11Likewise reckon ye also yourselves
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

When we look at the word “sin,” we no-
tice that is it always contrary, opposite to righ-
teousness. If we define the nature of God as
being that of righteousness, then it would fol-
low that that which is unrighteousness (sin)
is therefore the nature of the devil. So, we
find that there is an opposite pole to every
thought, every action, every desire, as well
as every plan. What this means is that any-
thing and everything outside of what is
God/Righteousness must be sin. Now,
thoughts, actions and circumstances, can be
of man or of the Devil but we understand
from the scriptures that anything that is not
of God, that is of the flesh or of the Devil, is
sin. Therefore, when we try to find out what
sin is, we find that the very fact of our re-
demption by the blood of Jesus Christ means
that we were redeemed from sin, we were

Cecil duCille
 (Broadcast Tuesday, June 30th, 2009)

and
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redeemed from sinning and continuing in sin. So, what-
ever is not of God is sin. Now, this concept brings a very,
very sharp distinction. That is to say that if I should say
that I am a free moral agent - I am free to think my thoughts
and to do my thing and to walk as I please and to help my
family and every thing like that - it would mean that I would
be living in sin, because I am excluding God from my en-
vironment.

Living in sin is the opposite of living in Christ.  If a
man obeys Christ he is living in Christ, but how can we
obey someone whom we cannot see?  And how can we
obey one whom we cannot hear?  And how can we obey
one in whom we don’t believe?  First of all, to obey Christ
we must believe Christ - not only to believe that there is a
Christ, but to believe IN Christ so that we know that every
thought, every action, every plan is motivated, delivered,
sent and executed by the Christ in us and not by the selfish
thoughts of our own imagination.  So, when it comes to
the gifts of the Spirit: there is no
space for imagination; there is
no space for human conjecture;
there is no space for our reason.
What this really means is that we
become prisoners to truth and
righteousness, if we can put it
that way, because righteousness,
therefore, is no longer just do-
ing right things.  Under the law,
righteousness was doing right
things.  You gave to the poor, you
gave your body to be burnt; ba-
sically, you sacrificed yourself
for others.  All that looks very
good and it is, in a sense, righ-
teousness, but in Christ it can-
not be righteousness unless it is
motivated by the Spirit of Christ.
If, for instance, I give to the poor because I believe that the
Lord said that he that giveth to the poor shall receive bless-
ing, and I am motivated to give to the poor in order that I
might receive a blessing - then it means that I am not serv-
ing God, I am serving a law of giving and receiving.

Over the radio or the television sometimes you hear
the ministries that preach that “if you give you will be
blessed” and how many people were blessed because they
gave so and so and how when one gives so much, he re-
ceives back so much in return.  I can well see Satan work-
ing with this law to capture people.  It becomes a psycho-
logical trick to capture you.  So, one can actually be in sin
yet think that he is in righteousness.  We can see, there-
fore, that we must walk in righteousness, obey Christ, in
order to be righteous.  What is righteousness?  Righteous-
ness under the law was one thing: a set of do’s and don’ts

and the adherence to those rules that made you righteous.
But under Christ, righteousness is obedience to the Holy
Spirit .  Sometimes, obedience to the Holy Spirit clashes
with what was the righteousness of the law.

Now, let’s look at that thought.  Jesus was walking
through the corn field on the Sabbath day.  He actually
disobeyed the law of their time by picking corn and eat-
ing. David disobeyed the law by going in and eating, and
giving to his men to eat, the shewbread, because they were
hungry. That shewbread, according to the law, was only
supposed to be eaten by the priests.

Let’s look at the difference between the righteousness
that is of the law and the righteousness that is of Christ.
The righteousness which is of Christ says that I must obey
the Spirit of God.  “I must walk in the Spirit and I will not
fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).  We find, then,
that there are two laws working one against another: the
law of righteousness of the Spirit, and the righteousness

that is of the law that was given
to Moses.  Now, it is all well and
good to be a philanthropist, but
it profits me exactly nothing if
my motivation in giving is that I
might be a great name as a phi-
lanthropist and be looked up to
and respected by people.  My
motivation makes the very act of
righteousness unrighteous.  It
cancels the righteousness that I
would actually do.  So, then, I
have no redress from God for my
righteousness, and because of
this, sin, therefore, is no longer
an abstract thing, but it becomes
very personal.  Sometimes sin
will even reason with you be-
cause sin is the opposite of God

and the opposite of God is Satan.  So, Satan is the master
of sin and he works in sin and in sinners.

Paul, speaking to us in Romans 7:22, he says that he
sees another law.  For I delight in the law of God after the
inward man:  23But I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
Now, the law of sin is also the law of death (Romans 8:2).
The law of life in Christ Jesus and the law of sin and death
become personal and active since the Spirit of God uses
the law of life and the spirit of Satan uses the law of death.

Let’s go over that then.  The law of life in Christ Jesus
cancels out the power of the law of sin and death and it
makes me free from the other law of sin and death.  Now,
what is the difference?  If I am in the law of Christ and I
make a mistake and do the wrong thing which normally is

Righteousness under the
law was one thing: a set
of do’s and don’ts and
the adherence to those
rules that made you
righteous.  But under
Christ, righteousness is
obedience to the Holy
Spirit.
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You must hear God so that
when you do God’s will you
feel blessed inside.  Some-
times it is just the exact oppo-
site of what you feel like do-
ing.  You don’t want to do it,
it is not your cup of tea, but
thus saith the Lord God Al-
mighty, “I command it that
you do what I am saying to
you in your heart to do be-
cause that is God.”

called sin – immediately the law of life chips in and says
you need to do something immediately to cancel the wages
that are coming to you from that death, from that mistake.
So immediately I would repent and the law of life would
come into focus and cancel the effect or the wages that
would normally or naturally come upon me for the sin.

Now, let’s look a little deeper into the situation of these
two laws.  Why are the wages of sin death?  The wages of
sin is death because it is a transgression against God and
God Himself has laid it down that every transgression
against God must be paid for by life.  In other words, death
has a demand.  It has a demand that “this person is mine
because he did so and so and so and so.  Because he fell,
he belongs to me.”  Jesus said, “No, I redeem him by life -
I pay for it, I pay for the debt.”  So, what we are doing is
demanding from God a cer-
tain amount of payment for
the things that we do.

Now, you ask yourself
the question, “What kind of
a thing is this?  How is it that
Jesus is going to pay?”

The scriptures say that
Jesus Christ came and by His
Blood He paid for every man
that cometh into the world.
My goodness.  He pays for
every man, every sin, every
wickedness, and every error
that comes into the world.
Now, when He pays, the man
himself has to accept the pay-
ment or else he is still in debt,
so that some human beings
have a preponderance of debt
hanging over them.  They
have become bankrupt in the
world of the spirit so that the
wages that they owe are so
great that they are in debt.  They have become a slave to
death and they no longer are free as human beings.

Let’s look at it.  God made man.  In the first two thou-
sand years of man’s existence on the earth, man had turned
away from God so viciously toward the devil that they had
created a debt that would have destroyed the whole world.
In other words the wages were so heavy that the whole
world was under destruction, Satan claimed the world and
the only thing God could do was to destroy all those people,
kill them all.  By killing them He killed them in a way that
it would give them time to repent.  I don’t know if you
ever noticed that?  I don’t know if you have ever seen some-
one drowning?  Then you have realized how torturous and
how much time it takes for a person to drown and it gives

him enough time to call upon God.
I am looking at Romans 5:19, it says, For as by one

man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.  20More-
over the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:  In
other words, God so created it that a man could call upon
the name of the Lord and be saved.  Verse 21, That as sin
hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Now, we go back to it.  The first two thousand years
man had gotten so wicked, so vicious, so cruel, so godless
that he had entirely rejected God.  He had piled up so much
sin that the debt was so great that it demanded the life of

every living creature.  There
were only eight people:
Noah, his wife, his three sons
and their wives who re-
mained steadfast to God.
Can you imagine, out of a
whole world of people, only
eight people, …Noah, while
the ark was a preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water.
(I Peter 3:20).  God selected
to let them die by water and
in dying by water they got
the opportunity of repen-
tance.  But remember now,
no man can go to hell unless
God gave him a square
chance to go to heaven (John
1:9).  The Bible says that He
died to save every soul on
the face of the earth.  Now,
Jesus had not yet come in the
time of Noah, therefore, at

that time there was a special way of salvation.  They would
go before God, offer a sacrifice and God would forgive
their sins, but these people were not able to do that.  They
came against Noah.  So, God built an ark and He was go-
ing to send water to drown them that they might be saved
by water.

You say, “But Brother Cec, where did you get that
doctrine?”

It is not a doctrine.  It is just a truth laid down in the
Bible.  We go to I Peter 3:20 and there we see that they
were saved.  Let’s go up a bit and begin at verse 18, For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:  19By which also
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he went and preached unto the spirits in prison…  Re-
member, no one can go to hell unless God Almighty has
given him a square chance of going to heaven and he re-
fuses or accepts it.  Now, these people when they were
drowning, they must have called upon the name of the Lord
or else Jesus would not have gone down into hell to save
them.  Verse 20, Which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was a preparing, (120 years) wherein few,
that is, eight souls were saved by water.  21The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, [in other words, not
taking a good bath,] but the answer of a good conscience
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22Who
is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God;
angels and authorities and powers being made subject
unto him.

Now, you can understand what this is saying.  This is
saying that people did not get the chance that you have
now.  They were not in a position to call upon the name of
the Lord, and God allowed them to be drowned, to go into
a compartment of hell where they could be saved.  Jesus
Christ died and the first thing He did was go down into
hell.  He couldn’t get into hell without sins, so He took our
sins and He went down into hell with all this burden of sin
and there He was resurrected in hell and preached unto the
spirits in prison and he led captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men (Ephesians 4:8).  He took them out of hell and
brought them into heaven.  That is a mighty rescue.  You
never heard of any thing like that in your life.  Jesus Christ
went to hell and rescued the people who were in hell.  In
looking at II Peter 3:9, The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.  Hallelu-
jah.

So, God Almighty is saying to us that if a man goes to
hell he could never blame God, because God is going to
do everything possible, sometimes even on his deathbed
the last thing that will happen is that Jesus will appear to
him and present Himself to him asking if he will accept
Him.  If he does not accept Jesus at that time, then he would
never accept Jesus throughout the eternal ages, because at
that time a man is brought to spiritual consciousness.  No
matter how dumb he was in the natural world, no matter
how carnal, how natural, how brutal he was, at the end
when he finally gets serious - he is about to enter into eter-
nity - Jesus Christ presents Himself to him.  If that man
accepts Jesus at that time, he will be saved.  This is the
reason, brethren, why we should not forsake to “speak the
Word of God in season and out of season” (II Timothy
4:2).  I am saying that sometimes it is not convenient to
talk about God.  Sometimes you are in a place where people

would look DOWN on you if you ever mentioned God -
God says you should mention, because that is out of sea-
son.  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea-
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine.  3For the time will come when they will not en-
dure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears…

Brethren, God is saying to us that we have to be dif-
ferent human beings from the normal human being.  We
have to be different from the human being that will say,
“Well, you have to be wise as serpent and harmless as a
dove.  You can’t preach everywhere.”  You cannot be “out
of order” in preaching the Word of God.  Believe you me,
you might be looked down upon, you might be scoffed at
and that is all good.  If somebody scoffs at you or looks
down on you for the preaching of the Word of God, then
you should feel good that you are in good company.  Ye
(we) are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hid.  That is found in Matthew 5:14.  Verse 15,
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are
in the house.  16Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.

Now, beloved brethren, we are talking about sin and
righteousness.  Many of us do not know what righteous-
ness is, because we fail to recognize righteousness.  Let
me tell you something, you have righteousness inside of
you.  Once you are born again of the Spirit of God, God is
going to find ways and means to get His Word into your
mind and into your heart.  When you reject that Word you
reject God.  I don’t know if I can impress that hard enough
because God is pressing that upon my soul at this very
moment.  YOU MUST HEAR GOD FROM INSIDE OF
YOU.  You must hear God so that when you do God’s will
you feel blessed inside.  Sometimes it is just the exact op-
posite of what you feel like doing.  You don’t want to do it,
it is not your cup of tea, but thus saith the Lord God Al-
mighty, “I command it that you do what I am saying to you
in your heart to do because that is God.”  Not necessarily
what the counselor tells you, not necessarily what the
friends like about you, not necessarily what all your fam-
ily might want you to do.  God Almighty wants you to do
something and that something is in your heart and there is
no denying it.

You cannot say, “I have not heard God.”  Because
God says, “Conscience is the voice of God speaking in the
soul of man.”

Let me repeat that.  I used to learn that at Sunday
School.  “Conscience is the voice of God speaking in
the soul of man.”  God speaks to your soul.  Beware of
listening to other voices: for you can hear with your ears;
you can hear with your heart; you can hear with your emo-
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tions; you can hear with your desires; you can hear with
your will; you can hear with your own mind.  But thus
saith the Lord God, “I speak to you inside of your own
being.”  Your conscience will tell you, “This is right.”  “I
should not do this.  This is wrong for me to do.”

I want to tell you something more, brethren.  When-
ever you reject God, you have committed a sin that is very,
very hard to even repent from.  Do you know that there are
some decisions you can make in life on which you have no
return?  No return.  God gives you an opportunity to choose
and you make the wrong choice and you know it is wrong
- in your heart you know you are making the wrong choice,
but you are determined to make it.  If you make it, it is
going to stick with you for the rest of your life.  This is
what God showed me this morning.  He showed me this
morning that if you make the wrong choice, you make
it for  the rest of your life.  You can’t reverse a choice
that is made.

God Almighty is saying to all of
us …Choose you this day whom ye
will serve… (Joshua 24:15).

Righteousness, therefore, is not
just a condition, but it is just like a
being living inside of you that tells
you, “This is right and that is wrong.”
You know, the scripture says, “I will
send you another Comforter.”  I think
that was John 14:16 & 26, “I will
send you another Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth.  He will guide you into
all truth and He will show you the
difference between right and wrong.”
Another scripture says, in speaking
of Jesus Christ, “He would eat but-
ter and honey for he would know to
choose the good and refuse the evil”
(Isaiah 7:15).  Now we are looking
at John 15:25, But this cometh to pass, that the word might
be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me
without a cause.  26But when the Comforter is come, whom
I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify
of me:  27And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning.

Now, the Spirit of truth: if a man comes and he lies to
me and I believe the lie, I submit myself to the spirit of lie,
to the devil, the opposite to God.  Once I believe a lie, I
have become party to a concept that is contrary to God.
So, then, God is always giving us an opportunity to see
both the lie and the truth.  He said that the Spirit of truth,
who is the Holy Ghost, when He is come, He will cause
you to believe the truth.  The Comforter is come, yes.  He
said, “I will go away and I will come back to you and I will

send you another Comforter, another Jesus Christ.”  In other
words, the Holy Spirit is part of Jesus and Jesus is part of
the Holy Spirit.  He said, “I will send you this Holy Spirit
and He will teach you all things and He will lead you into
all truth” (I John 2:27).  Let’s read it from John 16:7, be-
ginning at verse 7, Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will
send him unto you.  8And when he is come, he will re-
prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg-
ment:  9Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10Of righ-
teousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no
more.  That means to say that you are going to have the
righteousness planted inside of you.  Verse 11, Of judg-
ment, because the prince of this world is judged.  12I have
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now.  13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth…  My God, have mercy on

us.  My God, forgive us for believ-
ing lies.

I have seen someone go and tell
someone else a lie against someone
else and the person believed the lie.
What have you done with your Holy
Spirit inside of you?  Your Holy
Spirit - from the moment the person
approaches you, you should recog-
nize that you are in the presence of
someone who is speaking a lie.  I
have talked with some brethren and
the brethren tell me of certain stu-
pid lies that they believe.  You know,
they believe that our government is
in some cahoots with terrorists and
whatever else.  I am telling you,
brethren, we have got to understand
that God has given us the spirit of

discernment and that we need to discern between truth and
lie!  Because if we believe the lie, we make a block to
the truth .  …he will guide you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, (that
he hears from the Father), that shall he speak: and he will
shew you things to come.  14He shall glorify me: for he
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

My God, be with us.  Hear us, O Father God, that we
will have ears to hear You and ears to block out the devil.
John 16:15, All things that the Father hath are mine:
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew
it unto you.

Now, Jesus Christ, therefore, is trying to tell us that it
is a new breed of righteousness that He is bringing forth in
the earth.  No longer righteousness because of the good
things that you do, but righteousness because you obey the

He showed me this
morning that if
you make the
wrong choice, you
make it for the rest
of your life.  You
can’t r everse a
choice that is
made.
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Spirit of the Living God.  Very often you do not obey God
because you want to, sometimes you don’t really want to,
sometimes you don’t really feel to, you would rather go to
your bed and lie down than to preach or to teach.  But
because God Almighty wants you to do something, you
do it, and the Spirit of the Living God will quicken it.  Yes,
yes, yes.  God said, He shall glorify me:…

We speak with someone and the person tells us some
tales, some story and the whole thing does not glorify God
in us.  We are talking with someone and the person is tell-
ing us about this and telling us about that and there is no
glory in it.  No glory in it.  Someone said he wanted to
know something about somebody’s business and what the
person was before he came to the Lord and so and so and
so and so.  There is no glory in it.  What is that going to do
to me to know that you were a thief or a robber before you
came to the Lord?  It doesn’t do me any good.

We look at Psalm 45:6, Thy throne, O God, is for
ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.
7Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: there-
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows.  He is speaking about Jesus Christ.
Amen.  Praise be to God.

We see, brethren, that the concept of being righteous
because we are doing good things, the concept of righ-
teousness because we are seemingly a blessing to so many
people, is not what God is talking about.  God wants you
to be righteous because you obey Him.  When He says
“go” you go, when He says “stay” you stay.

You know, before going to the cross Jesus Christ said,
Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nev-
ertheless not my will, but thine, be done (Luke 22:42).
Nobody wanted to face the cross.  The cross was the most
horrible death that anyone could conceive.  The pain and
the suffering were beyond what human beings can stand,
and His humanity called out.  But righteousness was there
- “Nevertheless, Father, what You will, that will I do.”   So,
even Christ Jesus Himself was a man.  He felt the pangs of
not wanting to go through the suffering that was before
Him.

Let’s go back on this thing now.  All right.  Here we
are, someone is not obeying God and God says, “Well, we
should pray for him that he would obey God.”  But the
more you pray for the person, the more the person dis-
obeys God and you are praying and you are asking God to
forgive him of his sins.  Now, God says that if there is
anything you pray for He will do it (Matthew 7).  So what
happens when you pray for the person, “Lord, forgive the
person of his sins,” but then they go on sinning more and
they have no intention of turning to righteousness?  What
has happened right there is that now the payment is going
to fall back on you.  It is going to fall on your account.
Your account has to be strong.  You wonder sometimes

when you pray why things don’t happen?  Sometimes you
pray and things don’t happen because the account is fall-
ing back on you and your account is not able to bear it.

I will give you an example.  Jesus Christ in the gar-
den.  We read from Luke 22:41, And he was withdrawn
from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down, and
prayed, 42Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this
cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
43And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven,
strengthening him.  Do you understand what that means?
The cup that He is talking about is that He took on Him-
self the whole of humanity’s sins, one man taking onto
Himself all the sins of humanity.  He needed something
from heaven to come down to even allow Him to be able
to stand on His feet.  Verse 44, And being in an agony he
prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.  That means
the man’s sweat glands were ruptured and He begin to
bleed, to sweat blood.  Amen.  Verse 45, And when he
rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he
found them sleeping for sorrow…  They could not stand
the pressure of agony and sin that was upon Jesus, and
they fell asleep or fell unconscious or whatever it was.
Verse 46, And said unto them, Why sleep ye?  rise and
pray, lest ye enter into temptation.  47And while he yet
spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Ju-
das…  In other words, Jesus Christ took unto Himself the
burden of sin because humanity could not bear their own
sin.  I tell you the truth, the whole earth would be destroyed
again if Jesus Christ did not come and arrest the advance
of sin.  The world would again be destroyed like in the
time of Noah, because Satan was demanding payment.  The
only payment that Jesus Christ could give him was His
life, or His Blood, or the Life of Almighty God.  That is
why Satan is still continuing now, because he has gotten
life from us.  The more man sins, the more life Satan re-
ceives in order to function.  But guess what the outcome
will be?  When we are delivered from sin, Satan will play
his last card and he will lose power and he will be arrested
and taken into hell and he will be chained.  He will have
no more power to function.  So, if you can understand what
we are talking about, sin is a killer.  We must stop sinning.

You say, “But we sin in words, thoughts, deeds and
actions.”

We don’t have to.  No.  If from morning you keep
your mind on the things of God, you keep singing the
praises of the Lord, you keep allowing thoughts of peace
and righteousness to flow, and you are praying for others
who are in desperate conditions, then you don’t sin.  You
do God’s will all day so you don’t have to sin.  Man does
not have to sin anymore.  In the past, yes.  You don’t have
to sin because you have the Spirit of life, the Holy Spirit is
in you and He is in your spirit and He is quickening you
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every minute of the day.  He is preventing you from falling
into sin.  He is not going to stand to one side and allow you
to go into sin.  He will prevent you from falling into sin,
you only have to believe.  Yes, the scriptures are right.

You are saying, “But Brother Cec, we sin and sin.”
No.  We don’t have to sin.  Look at I John 3:8, He that

committeth sin is of the devil…  WOW!  Who then is of
God?  He that committeth… The word “committeth” there
is an active verb of continuous tense.  What does that mean?
It means that you not only deliberately sin but you con-
tinue in it.  He that committeth sin (means continue to
commit sin) is of the devil… No Christian can willfully
continue in sin.  …for the devil sinneth (continues to sin)
from the beginning.  For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the
devil.  9Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin;
for his seed (the Seed of God) remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is born of God.  He cannot delib-
erately sin because he is born of God.  Verse 10, In this the
children of God are manifest (different), and the chil-
dren of the devil: whosoever doeth not (continues to be
not) righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth
not his brother.  I mean this thing is heavy.  It is heavy
right here.

Let’s go over verse 10, In this the children of God
are manifest, [from] the children of the devil: whosoever
doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that
loveth not his brother.  Now, if you notice the doeth, these
words are old fashioned words, but you must understand
that they have a specific meaning.  The continuous tense
in English is “doing”, “continually doing”, but the con-
tinuous tense in the Old English is doeth.  Whosoever con-
tinues to do not righteousness, continues not to do righ-
teousness, (in other words, continues to sin), he is not of
God.  Sin is not of God.  No man can tell me sinning is of
God.  Neither he that loveth not his brother, the person
who continues to show a lack of love for his brother, his
brother in Christ, his brother in God, his natural brother,
his other human being.  So if you can understand, verse
11, For this is the message that ye heard from the begin-
ning, that we should love one another.

Now, we understand that there is a different level of
righteousness at this time.  God is saying that at this time
He is calling a righteous people and He is calling a people
to come out of sinning and into righteousness.  No man,
no woman who continues to behave in a way of self-moti-
vation is of God.  Did you hear me?  No one who contin-
ues to move in self-motivation is of God.  The average
American woman is a woman who loves to rule her hus-
band.  It’s unfortunate for me to say this in a world-wide
sense and let the people in the world know that is how we
Americans are.  The average American woman is taught
to have her own way, to have her own bank account, to

have her own business going.  She does not go in accor-
dance with the scriptural description of a “Proverbs 31
woman.”  But we are calling to the average “son of God”
woman that you turn from the natural trait of your genera-
tion and you turn to God and you do God’s work rather
than that of your generation or your nation.  I mean, there
are others all over the world who have the same kind of a
concept, not just American women.  Men and women, stop
doing your own thing.  If you want to do what you want
to do, you must realize that you are not doing what God
wants you to do.

Then, somebody, after he goes and does his own thing,
gives a good tithe or a good offering to the church.  God
doesn’t care for your offering.  God wants your soul.  When
He gets your soul He gets everything.  I John 5:18, We
know...  We who?  We who are in Christ and believe God.
We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not (does
not continue in sin); but he that is begotten of God keepeth
himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.  Don’t
tell me you don’t understand Old English.  Let me go back
over it in some broader understanding.  We know that
whosoever is born of God sinneth not (cannot continue in
sin); but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself (con-
tinues to keep himself), and that wicked one toucheth him
not (cannot continue to touch him).  19And we know that
we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.

Some of us take advice from worldly friends.  Psalm
1:1, Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth
in the seat of the scornful.  2But his delight is in the law
of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and
night.  3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf
also shall not wither; (his children) and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.  4The ungodly are not so: but are
like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  5Therefore
the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners
in the congregation of the righteous.  Praise be to God.

Brethren, we are talking about sin and righteousness.
We are the children of God, bought and paid for by the
precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the energy and life of God
Almighty from heaven.  We are admonished of God to live
under the righteousness of God so that we are not caught
up by the sin of the world and of the children of the devil.
Please, brethren, I plead with you:  Change course!  Change
course!  For I know that some of the people I am talking to
are people who have their own way.

Everything that you are going to do, ask God, “Lord
God, is this my way or is it Yours?  Do You want me to do
it this way?”

In II Corinthians 6:14, it says, Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers…  You say, “We are not
yoked together with unbelievers.”  Yet unbelievers give us
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advice.  Friends who are unbelievers will say that you can-
not do so and so and so and give us advice contrary to
God.

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev-
ers: for what fellowship hath righteousness…  What fel-
lowship hath the voice of God inside of the soul of man
with unrighteousness?, or the voice of the devil coming
from others?  and what communion hath light with dark-
ness?  Light cannot have communion with darkness.  Any
time you, the children of light, accept the word of dark-
ness from friends and others, because some Christians give
the wrong advice.  Some Christians give the wrong ad-
vice.  They pick up advice
from somewhere, a little
piece of darkness from
here and a little piece of
darkness there and what
communion hath light
with darkness?  15And
what concord (con with
accord) hath Christ with
Belial?...  Baal, Baalism,
which is worship of idols,
worship of another god.  or
what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel?
(an infidel, an unbeliever).

Now, sometimes it is
hard for us to believe that
our own children are unbe-
lievers, but sometimes our
children are unbelievers.
Their only deliverance is
for us to walk in righteous-
ness.  Do you hear me?
Anytime you turn to God
and begin to walk accord-
ing to that covenant that
God has given you, walk-
ing it in righteousness –
look at your children and
you will see that it has an
effect upon them.  The devil cannot stand your righteous-
ness and whenever you speak a word, it rebukes Satan from
your own children if you are in righteousness.  If you are
not in righteousness and you speak a word, it does not re-
buke Satan from your children.  Therefore, your children
are dependant upon you for life.  If you think that you can
save them by giving your time and your attention to them,
you are making a very sad, sad mistake.  Your time and
attention to God will save them more than anything else.
Verse 16, And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols?  for ye are the temple of the living God; as

God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye sepa-
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you…

My God!  God is speaking to us as parents, He is speak-
ing to us as brethren, He is speaking to us as sons of God,
and He is speaking to us as daughters of light.  Let us not
walk in darkness, for behold the time is at hand when the
darkness shall claim its own and the light shall claim its
own.

I saw some beloved brother getting into a temper and
I said, “Brother, you are
getting into a condition
where you are going to be
one of the foolish virgins
that had no oil in their
lamps.”

If you think that be-
cause you can get a word
from the Lord now and
you can speak a word from
the Lord or you can do
something that is from the
Lord now and that that is
righteousness - you had
better think again, beloved
brethren.  Because if you
had oil in your lamp today
and you give out oil and
bless the people of God
and everybody says,
“Amen,” “What a wonder-
ful brother this is!”, you
had better make sure that
you have some oil in your
vessel; that means in your
own soul.  Make sure that
you are bringing forth the
light and the glory of God
in your own soul because
that is the vessel that God

wants to fill.
Let me give you an idea.  God made man for one pur-

pose: that He might dwell in them; that He might walk in
them; that He might talk in them; that He might be their
God and that they might be His people and He wants you
to be His temple [walking, talking, living temple].  He is
not talking about dying and going to heaven now.  He is
talking about walking, talking, living temple of the Living
God; Almighty God walking down the street.  This is what
God wants.

God is saying to His people, Come unto me, all ye

The devil cannot stand your
righteousness and whenever you
speak a word, it rebukes Satan
fr om your own children if you
are in righteousness.  If you are
not in righteousness and you
speak a word, it does not rebuke
Satan from your children.
Therefore, your children are
dependant upon you for life.
If you think that you can save
them by giving your time and
your attention to them, you are
making a very sad, sad mistake.
Your time and attention to God
will save them more than anything
else.
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that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light (Matthew
11:28-30).  You know I was listening to Handel’s Messiah,
when they sang the part, “He shall lead His flock like a
Shepherd and He shall gather them in His arms” (Isaiah
40:11), the Lord said, “Ye are the arms of the Living God.”

God wants us to be so strong in the Spirit of God that
the glory of God comes out of us and takes a hold of the
people around us and shepherds them, gathers them in the
arms of God and gives them peace and deliverance.  I am
telling you that the torments of this present life are so great
that no man can survive outside of Jesus Christ.  Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.  29Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.  30For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.  God Almighty is speaking
righteousness.  Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a re-
proach to any people (Proverbs
14:34).  That is what we read in
the Proverbs, Righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a re-
proach to any people.  It means
that sin is exactly the opposite of
righteousness and God is saying
that those of us who say we are
Christians and we are not walk-
ing in the Spirit, we are not being
led by the Spirit of God, we are
not righteous and if we are not
righteous we are still in sin.

“How can I be a Christian
and be in sin?”

Yes.  Many Christians have
back-slidden and God said that you can turn to a point
where there is no return.  Beware!  Beware that when you
hear, the actions that you do are motivated and given di-
rectly by God, for every time you disobey God and you
make a turn, you are turning away from God.  Every time
you reject what God has given, you reject God, and if you
continue to reject God, you are going to end up somewhere
that you didn’t expect to end up.  May God Almighty have
mercy upon us, for we are all in the same boat.  Don’t
believe that I am preaching down at you.  I am preaching
the Word as it comes to my own soul.

The Lord warned me about accepting something that
is not God.  Do you know when you accept something that
is not God what you have done?  You have rejected God.
Though God did not tell you “take this and don’t take that,”

when you take anything of your own motivation or your
motivation fr om the advice of others – you are taking
unto yourself a blockage to what God wanted to give
you.  So let it be understood that righteousness is the very
nature of God and righteousness comes out of love.

Let us pray to God and ask Him, “Lord God, give me
love.  Lord God, give me love.  Let it be that I love Your
children just like You love me and like You take care of
me.  Lord God, I want to take care of Your children, not so
much in my natural handling of things but in the Spirit I
take care of them, saying, ‘Lord Jesus, deliver this little
one.  Deliver them from the sin they commit.  Deliver them
from the faults of their nature.  Deliver them, Lord God,
from their ancestral spirits that seem to rule among the
nations.  Lord God, deliver Your people.’ Amen.”  So I am
taking care of God’s people by praying the proper prayer
and by walking in truth and righteousness.  Remember now,

by walking in righteousness you
are saving many people whom
you don’t even know as well as
your own family.  Your family is
waiting, depending on you.

I remember one day Mavis
called to me and she said, “Did
you see that young man that just
came in here?”

I said, “No.  I haven’t seen
anybody.”

She said, “Well, a young
man just came in here and it
seems to be one of your family.
He was asking if there are any in
the family who were overcoming
the spirits of darkness that they
had to fight against.’” and she
said, “Go to my husband.  Ask
him.”

Hallelujah.  Praise be to
God.  So you can understand what I am talking about.  The
scriptures here say, that they without us should not (can-
not) be made perfect (Hebrews 11:40).  They without us
should not (cannot) be made perfect.

The thought I was coming to was the woman hath an
husband.  I Corinthians 7:13, And the woman which hath
an husband that believeth not (an unbeliever), and if he
be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.  We
are talking about righteous action.  Verse 14, For the un-
believing husband is sanctified by the wife, and the un-
believing wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your
children unclean; but now are they holy.  15But if the
unbelieving depart, let him depart.  A brother or a sister
is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called
us to peace.  16For what knowest thou, O wife, whether

Though God did not tell
you “take this and don’t
take that,” when you take
anything of your own
motivation or your
motivation fr om the
advice of others - you
are taking unto yourself
a blockage to what God
wanted to give you.
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of Satan.  Therefore God has put us here for the destruc-
tion of the power of the devil.  Therefore we the people of
the end time are to face all the circumstances that human-
ity ever faced and we must overcome them.  Hebrews 12:1,
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so
great a cloud of witnesses…  All our brethren who have
passed on are witnessing what we are doing and the devils
we are destroying and they are rejoicing with us.  …let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience… With patience!
With patience!  …the race that is set before us…  It seems
we have to have some patience, brethren.  Thank You, Jesus.

Praise be to God!  We are looking at righteousness.  I
am going to ask you, dear brethren, please go down to
God and ask Him:

“Lord God, please help me to be righteous.”  “Help
me to be righteous.”

For righteousness is only obeying the Spirit of the
Living God.  That is righteousness.  Thank You, Jesus.

Thank You, Lord God, for this time that we were able
to deliver the message and that it was indeed righteous-
ness.  Thank You, Jesus.

thou shalt save thy husband?  or how knowest thou, O
man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?  In other words,
God is talking about our righteous action having some-
thing to do with the deliverance of others.  Because when
you walk according to the Spirit of the Living God, devils
can’t come around you as they like.  They get hurt because
the Spirit of God in you is a light that destroys the dark-
ness in them.

So, God is saying to us that in the spirit we have a
responsibility to our families.  In the ancient times, the
priest would go and he would put the twelve tribes of Is-
rael on his two shoulders and he would kneel down before
God.  When he offered the sacrifice the whole of Israel
was being blessed by his sacrifice, all his families.  So
then God is saying to us that we need to understand that
“righteousness will exalt a nation.”

Now we look at Hebrews 11:39, And these all, hav-
ing obtained a good report…  We are talking about all the
mighty men of faith.  And these all, having obtained a
good report through faith, received not the promise: 40God
having provided some better thing for us, that they with-
out us should not be made perfect.  What are we talking
about?  It means that no man has yet destroyed the power
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By the grace of our Lord,

Michael Capcik
was born to

Oliver and Linda Capcik
on August 6, 2009

at 12:56 AM.
He was 20.1 inches tall and

weighed 7.6 pounds.
Mommy and baby are doing

very well.
To God be the Glory for this
wonderful event and another

new beginning.



This Nugget is an essential one to keep in mind.  We are constantly faced with the threat of falling into Satan’s traps
littered about in our lives.  Circumstances of life often are the crosses we choose to bear - work, school, taking care of
the house and children - and it is easy for our focus to become so wrapped up in these things that it is shifted away from
God.  This nugget focuses on the importance of placing our trust in God.  It may seem easier for us to carry our own
cross, because it is what we are used to, but God wants us to give our burdens over to Him, that He would replace those
with His yoke and burden, which are easy and light (Matthew 11:30). - Nathaniel

For some time now, the Lord has been stressing the responsibilities and sacrifices that accompany the call of the
Lord.

Very early experiences with the Lord made it absolutely clear that only a complete separation from the ways of the
world could put one in a place that would delight the heart of God, and cause one to enter into His secrets and be a part
of His function in the earth.

ABRAHAM, though referred to as a friend of God, could not fulfill his role before God in Terah’s house, because
Terah did not overcome his idol worship, and the ways from which man had departed from God since the fall to that
time. God, therefore, commanded Abraham, “Get thee out of thy country... and from THY FATHER’S HOUSE, unto a
land that I will show thee.” Many people in our time take this in the natural, and reject their parents in such a way that
it breaks their parents’ hearts. They do not realize that such an action does in fact open the road to rebellion. The light
of God’s presence in one’s life should shine first in one’s own home, then radiate to others. One might not be able to
bring his family to the Lord, but LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE. They need the testimony of Jesus. Yes, God intended
Abraham to leave physically, which he did, but took his father and nephew with him, which meant that that family spirit
went with him. Abraham was part of Terah his father. One can see the result of this, that Abraham could not move on
until he settled the Terah question - until Terah died (no matter that God provided a better way for man’s deliverance
and perfection). In all this, Abraham did not lose sight of God’s promises to him - the possession of the whole land.
There was no satisfaction in his soul in the places where he travelled, though he kept moving on and hoping. The great
test of Abraham’s faith came at Mount Moriah: the offering of his son, Isaac. He could not see the two things working
together - to be made the father of many nations and to offer up his only son - BUT HE BELIEVED GOD - he was sold
out to FAITH IN GOD.

DAVID, a shepherd boy, remained a shepherd boy until he learned to be courageous, how to be tender, how to care

N uggets For the Needy
Chapter 21 - Sold Out

Mavis duCille
April 1985

F oreword by Nathaniel Chattic
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for his flock, (to) be watchful over his sheep, risking his own life for their safety. He could then believe God for the
slaying of Goliath, for the deliverance of Israel. He cheered Saul’s heart with his musical skill, talent and spiritual
power, not thinking of the hatred that Saul had for him. He was a man SOLD OUT to serve the God of Israel faithfully,
and to be a shining light to the people of his generation. In the image of David, the people looked and hoped for their
Messiah, who should come to deliver them and sit on the throne FOREVER. See Matthew 1:1.

DANIEL was taken captive from Judah to Babylon, but God was with him, and he was raised to power. He believed
God for his deliverance, therefore was undaunted in his faith in God, even in the face of hungry lions. Do not forget that
some people today are worse than hungry lions, but God does deliver those who trust Him.

There are so many others in the scriptures who walked in their integrity and trusted in the Lord. “Blessed is the man
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.” Jeremiah 17:7.

The people who made the Lord their only hope experienced deliverance from their enemies every time. In spite of
the devastating circumstances they faced, they died with that hope of meeting face to face with their Messiah as David
cried, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell.” For this reason, Jesus Christ indeed had to go to hell and lead “captivity
captive,” praise God.

In the New Testament, Jesus accomplished man’s salvation in His atoning death, making the salvation of man
obtainable by faith, so that man must abandon the reliance in his own effort. Whosoever believes on Him shall not
perish. Faith and trust are Christian attributes. All Christians should be sold out to Christ, because He establishes not
only FAITH, but THE POWER to accomplish. Some, however, are not willing to pay the price. How sad that there are
so many who accept the free will offering of salvation through the Blood of Jesus, yet are not willing to forsake the
world and its attractions to lay hold of the eternal blessings. It is like the contract of marriage which necessitates
forsaking all other men and cleaving to your husband, or forsaking all other women and cleaving to your wife. In most
of the marriages of this century, honesty and integrity are not the main ingredients, resulting in broken homes and great
disasters. Even so, in the Christian world, not many are willing to relinquish the striving after the reliance on the world
and one’s abilities, to rely totally on FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS.

One who is a believer and called of God is not his own, he is God’s. To believe means to commit one’s self
decisively, not only as a past but a continuous action. Believing will take a person out of himself into Christ. Of course,
the Holy Spirit in the believer is God’s mark of ownership, which is the earnest of our inheritance, which guarantees the
forthcoming of the final ETERNAL LIFE.

Paul saw the need of counting all things as dung to win CHRIST. Because he was SOLD OUT to Christ, he was able
to run the race, to finish his course, and to look forward to what was laid up for him when he came face to face with the
Messiah.

Although the term “price to pay” is sometimes used by us (Luke 14:28), it is not such a difficult thing as it might
seem, because that which is gained far exceeds the investment.

One certainly cannot be used of God satisfactorily, unless that life is laid down completely and made ready for the
Master’s use by fire. Total commitment. NOT MY WILL  BUT THINE BE DONE, words of Jesus Christ Himself. The
disciple is not greater than his Lord.
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Book
Repor t

by Ka te Cha ttic
on Madame Guyon

by Jan Johnson

    While at camp this year, it was my opportunity to portray a member
of the cloud of witnesses.  I was asked to tell the children the story of
Madame Guyon and her effort to be in complete unity with Christ.  It
was used as an example of someone who is trying to live in the Holy
Place experience in the tabernacle.  In order to give a proper rendition of
her life to the children, I needed to do some brushing up on my knowl-

edge of her.  It had been quite a few years since I had last read her books and my memory bank seemed
a bit full of cobwebs.  So, I pulled her biography off the shelf and set myself to the task at hand -
memory refreshing!

This woman is intensely interesting, partly because she was Catholic and in part because she just
did not fit with the Catholics at all!  She was alive at the same time as John Calvin, when the Reforma-
tion was at its height.  Yet, even though she knew of the Protestant movement, and was aware that the
Catholic Church thought she would cross over and received persecution at their hands, for whatever
reason, she never does “join the opposition.”  Why?  It is something that truly puzzles me.  She
obviously had a relationship with God and it is totally evident that she desired that intimate one-on-
one fellowship above all else.  Her heart wanted continuous communication with Him, and for this
desire, she was buffeted continuously through her life.

Madame Guyon was married off early in life to a man much older than she, had children, lost some
children to illness and disease and lost her husband to disease while she was in her late twenties.
During these years, she would go through periods of selfishness and then periods of repentance and
renewing her efforts to leave behind the flesh to be able to commune with God.  Her in-laws and
husband did not understand her and held her in much contempt.  She admits that at times her own
behavior brought their wrath upon her, but they also were seriously occupied in their desire to keep her
from any time of personal communication with God.  I can hardly imagine what it would be like to live
in a household with people who I should be able to trust and call my friends, but instead to feel
constantly watched and criticized by them.  She had to keep her times of prayer as secret and clandes-
tine as possible, to avoid sending her husband into a rage!

As her life progressed, she gave much of her wealth away to those who
needed it.  With continuous watchfulness and awareness of those who opposed
her, she ministered the life of God to others around her.  In the midst of hard-
ship, imprisonment and other mistreatment, she continued to love the Lord and
to be kind to her oppressors.  It is an unmistakable testimony of one who truly
fellowshipped with the Lord.

I never cease to be amazed by her devotion and dedication when I read her
story.  She, who was wealthy and beautiful, turned her heart fully to follow
Christ.  How much more can we do the same?  God bless!
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Since quite a few of the Keeping In Touch bulletin staff were privileged to attend the 2009 Youth
Camp in Wyalusing, WI, we thought we would like to take the opportunity to share with our

readers what this year’s camp was all about.  You will be able to tell from our testimonies that it is
not just the kids who are blessed to go to camp, but the adults leave feeling encouraged, also!

MiriamMiriamMiriamMiriamMiriam

Passover MealPassover MealPassover MealPassover MealPassover Meal

MosesMosesMosesMosesMoses

Youth Camp 2009Youth Camp 2009Youth Camp 2009Youth Camp 2009Youth Camp 2009
Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD:
and the fruit of the womb is his reward.and the fruit of the womb is his reward.and the fruit of the womb is his reward.and the fruit of the womb is his reward.and the fruit of the womb is his reward.

Psalm 127:3Psalm 127:3Psalm 127:3Psalm 127:3Psalm 127:3

Stacy Asbill:
You know, it never ceases to amaze me - every year I leave camp thinking, “What a wonderful theme!  I

don’t know that they will be able to top this year’s theme next year!”  Once again I have been happily proven
wrong.  Last year’s theme of Pilgrim’s Progress was so excellent in following the progression of the life of a
believer.  This year’s theme was on the Tabernacle of Moses which shows us the plan of salvation from the
beginning of our faith and all the way through to the end where we are in the place of being completely
overshadowed by the presence of the Lord.

After arriving at camp and getting settled into our cabins, our first activity was actually dinner.  We began
our week of camp with the appearance of Moses and his sister, Miriam (a.k.a. Tom Sigwarth and my mom,
Susan Herrig).  They began by sharing with us how the Israelites were in bondage to the Egyptians 400 years

and how God ordained the birth and keeping
of Moses until the time appointed for them to
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The Tabernacle and Its BuildersThe Tabernacle and Its BuildersThe Tabernacle and Its BuildersThe Tabernacle and Its BuildersThe Tabernacle and Its Builders

Andy SchaepeAndy SchaepeAndy SchaepeAndy SchaepeAndy Schaepe
Constructing theConstructing theConstructing theConstructing theConstructing the

TabernacleTabernacleTabernacleTabernacleTabernacle

come out of Egypt.  Miriam shared what it was like for her parents to give up their son that he might be saved
from the Pharoah’s edict and become what God ordained for him.  Moses shared his story of how God brought
him to Midian, spoke to him through the burning bush, and then led him back to Egypt to free the Israelite
people.  He told the story of the ten plagues and especially elaborated on the tenth plague.  With that, there was
an Israelite that came into the dining hall and began putting “lamb’s blood” on the doorposts and lintels of the
door coming into the dining room.  Next Miriam and Moses began sharing with us about the Passover meal and
the symbolism in the foods that we were about to eat.  Women dressed as Israelite women brought us a tradi-
tional Passover meal of lamb, matzo, hard boiled egg, celery, romaine lettuce, parsley, and charoset (a mixture
of shredded apples, walnuts, and honey which signifies the mortar used by the Jewish people to build for the
Egyptians).  The time that we shared a Passover meal was so symbolic and meaningful to all of us that there was
a real reverence in the partaking of it.  For being a fairly untraditional meal for our children, I was tremendously
blessed by their respect for it.

After this, Moses and Miriam talked to us about how the Israelites were led out of bondage and crossed the
Red Sea.  We then heard about their travels up to the point where God spoke to Moses about the building of the
tabernacle.  At this juncture we were invited into the meeting hall where before us lay an exact replica of the
Tabernacle to 1/10th scale.  It was absolutely incredible to see both the size and intricate detail that went into its
construction.  When the Dubuque fellowship had the idea of constructing the Tabernacle, Andy Schaepe and
George Atencio volunteered to oversee the process.  The elders laid hands on them, and based on Exodus 36,
they dubbed them “Bezaleel” and “Aholiab.”  Then wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted
man, in whom the LORD put wisdom and understanding to know how to work all manner of work for the
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CraftsCraftsCraftsCraftsCrafts
and Choirand Choirand Choirand Choirand Choir

For the life of the fleshFor the life of the fleshFor the life of the fleshFor the life of the fleshFor the life of the flesh
is in the blood: and Iis in the blood: and Iis in the blood: and Iis in the blood: and Iis in the blood: and I
have given it to youhave given it to youhave given it to youhave given it to youhave given it to you

upon the altar to makeupon the altar to makeupon the altar to makeupon the altar to makeupon the altar to make
an atonementan atonementan atonementan atonementan atonement
for your souls:for your souls:for your souls:for your souls:for your souls:

for it is the blood thatfor it is the blood thatfor it is the blood thatfor it is the blood thatfor it is the blood that
maketh an atonementmaketh an atonementmaketh an atonementmaketh an atonementmaketh an atonement

for the soul.for the soul.for the soul.for the soul.for the soul.
Leviticus 17:11Leviticus 17:11Leviticus 17:11Leviticus 17:11Leviticus 17:11

The ChemistryThe ChemistryThe ChemistryThe ChemistryThe Chemistry
of the Bloodof the Bloodof the Bloodof the Bloodof the Blood

service of the sanctuary, ac-
cording to all that the LORD
had commanded. 

2
And Moses

called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise hearted man, in whose heart
the LORD had put wisdom, even every one whose heart stirred him up to
come unto the work to do it (Exodus 36:1-2).  These two brothers diligently
constructed the majority of the Tabernacle and truly the Lord anointed their hands and labor.

Each of the following three days was divided by the sections of the Tabernacle: Monday was on the Outer
Court, Tuesday we learned about the Holy Place, and Wednesday was about the Holy of Holies.  Every day had
a certain order.  After breakfast we would have a general assembly which was a time of praising the Lord.  Next,
we would break up into groups according to age: children ages 3-5, 6-8, 9-12, and 13-17 were in groups along
with counselors who provided oversight as well as instruction.  These groups would take turns doing one of
three things: crafts, choir practice, and teaching.  Each class time was so well done that one would be hard
pressed to pick a favorite!  Once again Jill Atencio provided excellent craft instruction and each craft tied into
the theme for the day.  Katie Sigwarth is our beloved choir director and has a real gift for working with children.
In fact, on the last day, the children performed for all the adults the songs they had been practicing; it is always
so enjoyable to see their smiling faces
and hear their beautiful voices.  As far
as the teachings went, the counselors
for the different groups provided the
instruction for the kids.  Each day, as
the various segments of the Tabernacle
were discussed, they covered the sym-
bolism of the furniture, coverings,
numbers and measurements, and col-
ors.  I have to chuckle when I think
about the 6-8 year old group being
asked, “What does ‘gold’ symbolize?”
To this question they would loudly pro-
claim, “THE NATURE OF GOD!”

One of the most profound teach-
ings came on the day that we were dis-
cussing the Outer Court.  The very first
piece of furniture that you come to in
the Outer Court is the Brazen Altar.
This particular piece of furniture sym-
bolizes death to sin and salvation
through the Blood of Jesus Christ.
Renee Sigwarth demonstrated the pro-
cess of sin coming into the world and
the Blood of Jesus Christ canceling out
that sin through chemistry.  Each group
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LampstandLampstandLampstandLampstandLampstand

Brazen LaverBrazen LaverBrazen LaverBrazen LaverBrazen Laver

Brazen AltarBrazen AltarBrazen AltarBrazen AltarBrazen Altar

Table of ShewbreadTable of ShewbreadTable of ShewbreadTable of ShewbreadTable of Shewbread

Altar of IncenseAltar of IncenseAltar of IncenseAltar of IncenseAltar of Incense

Ark & Mercy SeatArk & Mercy SeatArk & Mercy SeatArk & Mercy SeatArk & Mercy Seat

of children would come into the dining hall, pair up with one another, and
receive a stand with three vials on it.  Each of these vials contained a clear
substance in it.  When one liquid was added to another, the substance turned
black.  It was explained that this is what happened when sin entered into the
world.  Again a substance was added to another one and the clear fluids turned
red.  This was the Blood of Jesus Christ that was shed for our sin.  Now the
neat part happened when the kids took the vial of the “Blood of Jesus” (red)
and poured it into the vial of “sin” (black).  With that, the substance in the vial
immediately turned clear!  God cleansed us of our sin!  Before combining the
red vial with the black, one of the children in the 9-12 group remarked, “I don’t
think that the black can turn clear again.”  And then right before his very eyes
it did!  So you can see that this was a very powerful demonstration on the
ability of the Blood to overcome sin and death and it spoke volumes to the
children.

Our second day at camp turned out to be a rainy one so some adjustments
had to be made to accommodate that day’s activities.  Instead of being able to
utilize the outdoor space, some creativity had to flow and it flowed so well that
the day turned out to be every bit as effective and fun as any of the rest.  This is
indeed a remarkable feat when you consider that we are talking about keeping
a large group of children productively active indoors for the whole day!  Our
afternoon’s activities included clearing out all the chairs in the meeting room
and then Brian Owen led everyone in exercise challenges.  After this we broke
up into groups according to cabins and played Bible charades.  While this was
taking place, three tents were constructed in the dining hall; these tents each
contained a piece of furniture from the Holy Place.  The Lampstand, Table of
Shewbread, and the Golden Altar of Incense were represented in each tent and
each one had someone who would talk to the children about that particular
piece of furniture as the children visited the tent.  Throughout all the activities
that the children did, I really appreciated the way that the young people who
functioned as counselors and teachers brought the Tabernacle to life for the
kids.  The explanations and demonstrations they gave were thorough yet very
practical and on their level; and all this without distilling the message to a
lower level.

The video skits were also something that was done in an excellent manner.
The first covered the symbolism of the priest’s attire and his duties in the Tab-
ernacle as high priest.  The information given in this skit was invaluable and
would serve as an excellent Bible study as all the information given was backed
by scripture references.  Although it was only 16 minutes long, it will be an
excellent resource and I anticipate going back over it once we get the DVDs.
The second skit was a story that highlighted the ability of God to overshadow
and keep His people in time of trouble.  Although the story was set during the
Nazi invasion of Denmark, the theme throughout the skit was God’s desire to
keep His people, even today.  I was really blessed by both of these skits be-
cause they not only enhanced the theme of the Tabernacle, but they did it on
such a level that anything else would have brought the Tabernacle to a com-
mon level.

I would be remiss if I failed to mention one very big change to youth camp
this year.  I vividly recall my first Dubuque youth camp as a teenager in 1990.
From that camp up until now our chief cook has always been Connie Hutchison
and she has always been a tremendous blessing to have at camp.  Last year
Erick and Cheryl Gassmann teamed up with Connie to help out in the kitchen
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Happy Camp Kitchen HelpersHappy Camp Kitchen HelpersHappy Camp Kitchen HelpersHappy Camp Kitchen HelpersHappy Camp Kitchen Helpers

As arrows are in theAs arrows are in theAs arrows are in theAs arrows are in theAs arrows are in the
hand of a mighty man;hand of a mighty man;hand of a mighty man;hand of a mighty man;hand of a mighty man;
so are children of theso are children of theso are children of theso are children of theso are children of the
youth. Psalm 127:4youth. Psalm 127:4youth. Psalm 127:4youth. Psalm 127:4youth. Psalm 127:4

and they did a remarkable job.  (Cooking for a large number of ac-
tive and hungry kids is no small feat – not to mention all the adults,
too!)  But this year, Connie was not able to be at camp and so Mary
Story joined forces with Erick and Cheryl in the kitchen.  Whenever
I would compliment one of the cooks on something they had made,
they would give credit to a recipe or tip that Connie had passed on to
them.  So while no one smiles or hugs just like Connie does, the
camp cooking was a success and everyone was happy and well-fed.
On this note, I want to extend a big thank you to Mary and Erick and
Cheryl for an excellent job well done!

Another wonderful aspect about camp is that everyone gets the
opportunity to participate in serving food or cleaning up after the
meals.  All the children and counselors are divided into groups and
assigned a number.  That group number is then assigned to either
serve or clean up after one meal each day.  One day you might serve
breakfast and then the next day you could be ckeaning up after din-
ner.  My two littlest campers, Vivian and Sam, thoroughly enjoyed
standing on plastic milk crates and passing out bagels and jam to
everyone who came through the line for breakfast.  Little every day
chores become great fun when you are at camp!

In closing, I just want to say that youth camp is an absolutely
wonderful experience and it really is an important ministry of the
Body of Christ to the young people.  I remember how God really
touched my life at youth camps and I have fond memories of those
times to this day.  I also see my own children being touched, not just
by the activities and the fun, but because there is an impartation of
life that they receive at camp.  I thank the Lord for His blessing
upon our time together and I am also very thankful for each one who
labored in this endeavor.  One of our cloud of witnesses at camp this year was Amy Carmichael and part of her
life’ s story was that she went to God inquiring as to how she would be able to do evangelistic work when babies
and young girls began showing up on her doorstep needing care.  God spoke to her that ministration to children
is every bit as important to adults and the results of her life and dedication to God in bringing the light of Christ
to children is far reaching, even to today.  May we all be encouraged to invest the Kingdom of God into the
lives of our children and that together, they and us, would be a beacon of hope to a world in need of Jesus.

Nathaniel Chattic:
This year was my very first year of attending camp, and I cannot say enough good things about my time

there.  I was incredibly blessed in a multitude of ways!  From the theme to the kids, from the food to the
activities, there were plenty of highlights to write about.  For those that have thought about coming to camp
and were never quite able to make it, this is something that you must experience firsthand.  My goal will be to
get your appetite whetted enough to make time to go to camp next time!
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AaronAaronAaronAaronAaron
the High Priestthe High Priestthe High Priestthe High Priestthe High Priest

I have no greater joy than to hear thatI have no greater joy than to hear thatI have no greater joy than to hear thatI have no greater joy than to hear thatI have no greater joy than to hear that
my children walk in truth.my children walk in truth.my children walk in truth.my children walk in truth.my children walk in truth.

III John 4III John 4III John 4III John 4III John 4

The Woman atThe Woman atThe Woman atThe Woman atThe Woman at
the Wellthe Wellthe Wellthe Wellthe Well

Blowing the ShofarBlowing the ShofarBlowing the ShofarBlowing the ShofarBlowing the Shofar
This year’s camp was held at Wyalusing State

Park, the same site as last year’s camp.  The layout of
the camp grounds was nice.  The cabins were divided
between the boys and the girls, with each set of cab-
ins on either side of HQ (headquarters, i.e. the meet-

ing hall!)  There was a nice sized piece of land in between, with a wooded area
running alongside it, which allowed for a lot of activities to go on at the same time,
such as running, volleyball, kickball, bean bag tossing, and football.  On the oppo-
site side of the meeting hall was another space with several more shade trees with

picnic tables underneath, and a fire pit toward the bottom leading to a wooded area, with rows of benches
leading up to it.

The theme of this year’s camp was the Tabernacle.  Those that have studied (or have attempted to study) the
Tabernacle know that there is a TON of information to be covered on the subject.  One may think that a week is
way too short to get it all in!  That being stated, the Dubuque brethren took on the challenge of not only
condensing and handling the material so that EVERY child there could have the opportunity to learn and
receive information about the Tabernacle, but also constructing a model of the Tabernacle!  That challenge was
made a reality through their hard work and dedication to producing a product that  would not just serve their
needs, but aligned with the vision that God gave to them for this camp.

One of the most immediate things that struck me during my time at camp was the amount of focus for the
kids to learn about God’s plan for His people with the construction of, pieces to, and symbolism of the Taber-

nacle, in the process making it fun for the kids as
they learned!  Not a single moment of time was
wasted; the kids were kept busy from the time
they woke up until the time they laid their heads
back onto their pillows.  The day’s activities were
broken down into three parts: choir, arts and
crafts, and teaching.  I observed every age group
during each of these sections, and the activities
the kids participated in linked to the Tabernacle.
The entirety of the thematic presentation was
masterfully done, and the kids (and parents!)
came out the beneficiaries all week long.

Other highlights that I should include were
the appearances of several clouds of witnesses,
three video skits produced by the Dubuque fel-
lowship giving a nice summary of the Tabernacle,
its pieces of furniture, and its significance.  The
meetings were very good, with the children play-
ing homemade instruments during praise and
worship time, and receiving teaching from Aaron
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Moses and Aaron lead the Children of Israel on a HikeMoses and Aaron lead the Children of Israel on a HikeMoses and Aaron lead the Children of Israel on a HikeMoses and Aaron lead the Children of Israel on a HikeMoses and Aaron lead the Children of Israel on a Hike

Praise the Lord!Praise the Lord!Praise the Lord!Praise the Lord!Praise the Lord!

the high priest in the evenings.  Each of the kids received handbooks about the Tab-
ernacle, tailor made for their respective age groups, and used them as they were
taught throughout the week.  On the outside of the cabins was the name of a stone
that was found on the breastplate which the high priest would wear.  Everything was
well coordinated and integrated together, even to the smallest detail.

Overall, my experience at camp this year was nothing short of tremendous.  Many
thanks go out to the Dubuque fellowship for giving of their effort, talents, and time to
produce another memorable children’s camp.  It was great to see God moving in the
midst of all the teachings, activities, and songs.  I believe the kids received a lot out
of it.  Honestly, I could have stayed for another week, I enjoyed it so much!  I am
looking forward to what God has in store for camp next year!  God bless you.

Kate Chattic:
Each year, camp has been both a wonderful and trying experience.  Wonderful

because of the terrific experiences, teachings, crafts, activities and lessons that I get to have with my children
and my nieces.  Trying for both body and soul because of the sheer effort that it takes for a pregnant lady to keep
up with the schedule, sleep in a top bunk that simply was not meant for real people to sleep on, and continu-
ously have a good attitude to encourage the rest of the people around you!  I had an exceptional time with the
children because they are so much fun and with the adults because their company is so refreshing to the soul.

I appreciated camp this year in that they really tried to teach the kids in detail about the tabernacle and how
it applies to our daily lives.  There was much emphasis on repeating the meanings of each piece of furniture and
their significance and symbolism.  This is essential to learning and remembering and I believe that the children
will not easily forget many of the new facts that they were taught.  I had the privilege of teaching a lesson to the
littlest group at camp, the three to five year olds!  They were definitely a handful and it was very interesting to
try to get them to listen and learn for over half an hour on the topic of the Holy Place.  Though it did take a huge
effort to keep them engaged and attentive, I was pleased at their willingness to learn and participate.  Every-
thing had to be broken down to their level and they were able to grasp the simple teaching and remember it later
on!  I was able to move around and see what the different groups were doing at different times, so I was really
encouraged to hear the amount of detail that was being taught to the older children.  Their booklets were age
specific, and my children are still referring back to theirs each time we are in church.  They enjoyed the fun
activities that were put into the book, but they also like the diagrams that they were able to label.  This year,
they came away with a much greater appreciation for the tabernacle and all of its parts because of the effort that
was made to break it down and teach them at a level they could totally understand.

We have referred back to camp many times over the past month.  The children are still talking about their
favorite parts and the different things they learned.  Since I remember many wonderful experiences from going
to camp as a child, I know that the memories they have made will stay with them for the rest of their lives, and
the fact that those memories are wholesome and godly gives me a great amount of joy!  My memories of my
childhood Bible camp are not the same as my children’s, simply because the emphasis on God and the teaching
of the Word simply did not happen in the same amounts that my boys have received.  For this, I am truly
thankful to each of those who participated in making this camp, and each of the previous camps, such a huge

success. Thank you for your diligence
and hard work, it was worth it!
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We come in the name of Jesus Christ.  Father, You see
the place that we are in and You know what it is that we
are in need of.  So, Father, we are praying that You will
give us the bread that comes from heaven.  Give us the
manna that replenishes us, that strengthens us, that brings
us healing.  Father, it says that it is the Word of God that
brings forth life, and Father, we want to see a demonstra-
tion of that life in our personal lives, in those places where
nobody is looking and the place where the devil would
come in to rend and to tear.  Father, we want to see the
evidence of that living reality of Jesus Christ within our
being.  So, Father, we are so thankful that You have given
us this opportunity and we are asking You, Father, to just
give us that anointing, give us that unction that we might
be able to do what is on Your heart tonight, in Jesus’ name.

I have come, I trust, to strengthen you in the name of
the Lord, to encourage you in the name of the Lord and to
give to you what it is that the Lord is speaking to me.  Praise
the Lord.

There are many places in these last days (if I might use
that terminology) that are crying out for the Word of God
and it is very difficult to ascertain which direction to go.  It
takes much prayer and fasting and I have been looking to
the Lord and doors are opening up.  I want you to be en-
couraged because I think we are standing on the brink, if
not already in the place, of an outpouring of the Holy Ghost.

I know that when I was in the Philippines, the Lord gave
me vision after vision of an outpouring of His Spirit, of a
revival that is coming.

One of the mornings I woke up and I heard the land of
Australia calling me to come and minister to its people.  I
was a little concerned over that because I didn’t know
whether or not the land would call.  So I had to be sure that
I was really hearing the voice of God.  I don’t know if you
ever have that problem, but sometimes it is really difficult
to discern what is speaking - whether it is really God or
not.  So I began to pray and the first thing that the Lord did
for me was to remind me of the scripture where He was
coming into Jerusalem and the Pharisees and the Sadducees
came to Him.  They said to Him, “Can you not hear what
the people are saying to You?  Will You not tell them to be
quiet?”

He said, “Well, why should I tell them to hold their
peace?  If they did not cry out, if it were necessary, the
very rocks would cry out” (Luke 19:37-40).  Well, we can
think a lot of things about God, but I personally do not
believe that He was speaking metaphorically when He re-
buked them.  In reality, the rocks would have cried out.

The other place the Lord took me in the scripture that
morning was into Romans where it says, ...the whole cre-
ation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now
(Romans 8:22).  For what?  What are they travailing for?

Getting
Your Mind

Right  With
      GodBurt Asbill

July 11, 2009
Dubuque, Iowa
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The manifestation of
the sons of God.

In this sons of God
message that we
preach, you have some-
thing that what is consid-
ered normal Christianity,
does not have.  They have a
hope of being raptured.  They have a
hope of Jesus coming some day.  But you have something
else in your heart and in your life that is supposed to be
MORE REAL.  It is MORE REAL than anything that they
have out there in the Outer Court church.  You need to
begin to share it!  You have the knowledge and an aware-
ness of the reality of Jesus Christ and the plan that He has
for the last days.

You can say, “Well, we have been hearing about the
last days for a long time.”  That is true.  Ever since the
Bible was written, it has been talking about the imminent
return of Jesus Christ.  When He didn’t come back the day
before, did that stop the disciples, on the day after, from
preaching that He was coming soon?  I would like to tell
you something.  We have something that the disciples didn’t
have.  We are a lot closer to it than they were, just because
of the passage of time as far as the calendar is concerned.

Brother Wilkerson calls them secular prophets, but
there are different ones in what we would consider as be-
ing the Outer Court church that you would not think would
be preaching something of an imminent return of Jesus
Christ and of course, they are looking for the rapture, but
they are recognizing the signs.  I am amazed.  It would
seem that some of them see things a lot clearer than we
who have the Word concerning the Kingdom of God, we
who have this particular message.  We have become some-
what “churchified” (if there is such a word) in our think-
ing and in our doctrine.  We have developed a church men-

tality and therefore we have a church theology.  Our theol-
ogy is not living on or in a place of reality.  We let the day
run over us.  We let things happen in our circumstances,
we let things rise up and bring us into subjection.  We have

allowed ourselves to compromise.  You know, it re-
ally isn’t a matter of winning.  Do you hear me?

It is not a matter of winning.  It is a matter
of RESISTING and BELIEVING.

It is better that you die resisting
and believing, for at least you would
have done everything that you could
do when you stand before God.
Then there will be no room for
Him to be able to pull some hid-
den thing out of our closets and put
it on the table and say, “Well, why
didn’t you utilize it?”

Come on, brethren.  We have
been listening to this message for

quite a while.  How long have I been
preaching it?  Probably 30 some years

anyway.  We have been preaching this
message about Jesus Christ and the sons of

God for over 30 years.  What I can tell you to-
day, is that I am 30 years closer to it than I was

when I started.  Not only that, but there are the signs
that we are seeing out in the world and in the Spirit.  I see
a lot of things and I sense a lot of things in the Spirit and
by the Spirit and you should have that ability.  There should
be something of an onus upon you and upon me because
of the Spirit that dwells within us.

Do you have the Holy Ghost?  The Holy Ghost is to do
what?  Give you goosebumps?  What is the Holy Ghost
supposed to do?  The Holy Ghost is supposed to do what It
was assigned to do and that is to lead you and me into
what?  Truth (John 16:13).  Jesus said, …I am the way,
the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  I AM.  That is
the same terminology that God used
to Moses when Moses asked,
“Who shall I say sent me?”
He said, “I AM THAT I
AM” (Exodus 3:13-14).

I think we are afraid
or something.  I think we
are kind of afraid, or
maybe it is that we have
become too comfortable
and because of that, we
have allowed the spirit of
complacency to put us to
sleep?!!  We have too
much food in the refrig-
erator, too many clothes
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in the closet, too many shoes on the floor, too much gas
in the tank.  Well, there are some people working to
take care of that and they will take care of it, too.  Oh
yes.  But you and I have a calling and an elec-
tion!

If I was employed by somebody and
I was aware that in the company that I
was working for, that there was a po-
sition that had better pay and the
benefits were better, wouldn’t I
want to at least try for the ad-
vancement?  Oh, by the way, at
the end of the day, the retire-
ment was more than I could
possibly have hoped for,
wouldn’t I want to at least give
it a shot?  You know, I think
that I would, in the natural, if
this life is all that I believe in.
If I really desired to do well in
life: take care of my wife, take
care of my children, see that
they got good educations, see
that my wife is able to do what she wants, take the family
on vacation every now and then, maybe buy that boat or
buy that camper or whatever, or buy that new piece of
property...you understand!  The man is always like the horse
with the carrot hanging out in front of him.  You know
what I mean - always chasing after but never getting it.  In
the natural, people spend their whole lives - their whole
lives! - working to achieve an objective that in a moment,
in a twinkling of an eye, can be ripped out from under
them.  We have seen the evidence of that very thing, just in
the last few years.  How much more should we be consid-
ering our calling and election in Christ Jesus?  How much
more should we consider the words of Jesus, when He said
that if you were faithful over little, He would make you
ruler over much?

We have something far better than the economics of
this world; we have something that is rock solid.  In the

Old Testament it says that obedi-
ence is better than sacrifice (I
Samuel 15:22).  Obedience is bet-
ter than sacrifice.  Why is it that we
have this tendency to move off to
the left and to get so involved with

life that we let the life of the natural
supersede and bring us into a place of
bondage?  Why, when you have within

you the power to do otherwise?
I want to tell you something.  In these last

days that we are coming into
and that we are in, it is those
that are going down on their
faces before God that are go-
ing to be the ones that are go-
ing to walk with God in the
time of trouble.  It is not a
miracle wand, brethren.  It is
not easy street.  It is going to
require of you and me an ef-
fort and energy and it is going
to require sacrifice.  Hello!

Sacrifice!  Did you get the word?  SAC-RI-FICE!  That
means you are going to be giving up something.  You are
giving up something you don’t want to give up.  Sacrifice
is not taking the $20 out of your pocket, cutting it in half
and putting half of it in the offering plate.  That isn’t sacri-
fice.  Sacrifice is giving up, giving up, giving up, giving
up, giving up, giving up!

Then Jesus comes and says, “I want that, too.”  So you
give it up.  Then He says, “I want that, too.”  So you give it
up.  Then He says, “I want that, too.”  You say, “Wait a
minute, Lord.  What about the first two times around?  What
about the first three times?  What about the first four times?”
He says, “Well, those times paid for one level at a time.
You wanted to go one more step so I needed something
else from you.  Give it up!”

I get a headache every now and then.  It’s a bad thing.
I had one the other day for three days and I was wrestling

The man is always like
the horse with the
carrot hanging out in
front of him.

But you and I have a calling and an election!...
...we have something that is rock solid.
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with this thing.  I was saying,
“God, You have the power

over this headache.  I am
not going to submit to
it.”  I may go two days
and end up taking an
aspirin, but the fact of
the matter is, I went two
days.  Then, the next
time around I may not

even need to take an aspirin.  Come on!  It may be three
days, four days, five days, it could be a week, it could be a
month, it could be a year and I don’t take an aspirin.

I have been having a problem with my teeth and I’m
saying to Him, “You know, God, I’ve got money but it’s a
rip-off.  I go sit in a chair and they afflict me and they
persecute me.  Then I have to pay them for hurting me.”

The most crazy thing about it is that I have to sign a
liability waiver, so if they do something wrong, I
don’t get my money back.  Then I
have to pay somebody to fix
what they tore up.  What kind
of a deal is that?  I signed
the thing.  That is stupid.  I
pay them to hurt me and in
the hurting me they do
something that wouldn’t
have been done otherwise
and now I can’t get my
money back because I signed
the waiver releasing them!  We
are not too smart.

I know how teeth hurt.  When my
teeth hurt, they don’t just hurt in my
mouth, they hurt all the way up around my
head and in my sinuses, especially.  They hurt, hurt,
and hurt some more.  So I am wrestling, wrestling, wres-
tling.  Another month goes by, half a year goes by, and
another year goes by.  Wrestling - toothaches come and
they go, they come and they go, they come and they go.
You know what I mean.  So you are thinking, “You know,
you could get an infection in there and it could go through
your whole body.  It could just go down here, around that
leg, up that leg, down here and up here, too.  It can kill
you.  Oh yes, they tell you it can kill you.”  One dentist
told me, “Oh, Burt, I’ve never seen an abscess that big.”  I
pay them money to tell me that, so that I can go home and
worry about dying.  It doesn’t make sense.  I’m wrestling,
wrestling and all of a sudden one of the gums in there breaks
out in this big thing and it starts bleeding all the time.  “I’m
bleeding to death!”  I wake up with a mouthful of blood,
trying to get to the bathroom to wash my mouth out.  All
that blood going down the drain.  Of course, you don’t

have these problems, do you?  No, but you can relate, right?
Absolutely.

You know, one thing it did get me to do is to brush my
teeth.  If I would have just listened to Mom in the begin-
ning and been obedient I probably wouldn’t be in the mess
that I am finding myself in.  He says, “Whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).

“Now, son, you brush your teeth.”
“Sure, Mom.  I can’t find my toothbrush, Mom.”
“Can’t find the toothbrush?!”
All of these things working, working, and working to

bring me into a certain position.  Now, if you don’t relate
to this, just mark it up as some sort of weird experience
that this person has had, but I am wrestling with it, wres-
tling with it, wrestling with it, wrestling with it, wrestling
with it.  Hallelujah.

You know, there is another situation.  I am telling you
all of my maladies today.  I had this problem with my back.

One time, many years ago, it started up and it
has never ceased.  Every now and

then - I never know when it is
going to kick in.  I’d be go-

ing along and one day it
would just kind of
“POOM!” and hit me.
Then I’d just stumble
around.  Sometimes,
you know, when it is re-
ally bad you can’t walk,
you can’t stand up, you
can’t do anything.  You

can’t find a place to lay, you
can’t do anything, because

everything you do hurts, hurts,
hurts.  It hurts when you roll, it

hurts when you sit, stand, crawl, or
lay on the floor.  Hallelujah.  When you are sleeping, you
are not sleeping because you are hurting.  Hurt, hurt, hurt,
hurt.

You know what the other thing is?  Beds.  Some people
travel with pillows and blankets because they need that.
You know, I have been on some very bad beds.  One trip
over in Africa I had a bed that
had a hole in it.  There was
one trip we went on where
there were three of us on
one bed.  One man was
on one side, with his
arms and legs every-
where and the other man
was on the other side.
Guess where I was?  I was
in the middle and the bed
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ZZ
Zhad a permanent downhill slope from both

sides toward the middle.  It was really bad
news.  It was terrible.

One night here, not so long ago, I was
in Czech. I had gotten up very early and I
had gone downstairs in Brother Kluson’s
house and I had closed the doors.  I was pacing
up and down with this terrible backache.  This had been
going on for years.  I mean years.  Sometimes you wake up
and the only thing you can do is roll out of bed.  You can’t
even kind of slide out of it, you’ve just got to go
“FWOOMP!” to get out of the bed.  I’m telling you the
truth.  So you roll over and you wiggle around until you
find someplace to crawl up the side.

There is something to be said about your tenacity.
There is something to be said about your determination.
I’ve made up my mind on some things and I’m just going

to tough it out until Jesus comes.  But of course I am al-
ways hoping, “You are coming any minute, right, Lord?”

Anyway, I was in Czech.  It was a nice bed, believe
you me.  It was just not my bed.  It was one of those beds
that hate me.  Did you ever have a bed that hates you?  You
roll over and it sticks you.  You roll over and it sticks you
again.  Then you finally find that spot that you think maybe
will be all right.  You almost get to sleep and it sticks you.
I think there is a devil in the mattress or something.  So I
got up.

I said, “Okay, devil, if that is the way you want it.  I
can play your game, but I am not going to play by your
rules.”

So, I went down because it was really early in the
morning and I didn’t want to wake anybody up, because I
can get pretty loud sometimes.  You know that, don’t you?
I began to pace the floor, from the kitchen into the living
room, around and into the kitchen and around into the liv-
ing room.  I’m just praying up a storm, praying in tongues
and singing and it just came to me.

“You know, God, You created this body.  This body is
created in such a way that it is a marvelous thing that You
have created.  They say that there is really no reason for
this body to deteriorate.  There is no reason medically
speaking, or they can’t figure out why this body should
die, because it is continually repairing itself.  It is so mar-
velous what You have done.  It seems to me so inconsis-
tent with the thought of that creation that a bed should
have authority over me.  No bed should tell me whether I
can sleep or I can’t sleep.”  No bed should have the author-
ity - now I am talking about a bed!  There is no bed that
should have the authority to subjugate me to what I can or
can’t do.  I said, “If the bed is able to do it, how low on

the scale am I, as far as authority is concerned,
that I’ve got a bed over me?”

I said, “I’m taking authority over this
bed’s spirit.”  I didn’t know what else to
call it!  I said, “This thing that wants to
subjugate me and wants to bring me into
bondage and wants me to act like a

“No bed should tell me
whether I can sleep or I

can’t sleep...I’m taking au-
thority over...this thing that
wants to subjugate me and

wants to bring me into
bondage and wants me to
act like a hunched over old

man that has some problem
that is limiting him so that
people would look at him

and say, ‘Oh you poor thing.’
Poor thing?  I am not a poor
thing.  I have a calling and

an election on my life.  I am
a son.  I am dedicated and
consecrated.  I am
being sanctified.”
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hunched over old man that has some problem that is limit-
ing him so that people would look at him and say, ‘Oh,
you poor thing.’  Poor thing?  I am not a poor thing.  I have
a calling and an election on my life.  I am a son.  I am
dedicated and consecrated.  I am being sanctified.  I am
being brought from my position of human weakness.”

I said, “God, You have to deliver me from this thing.
Deliver me.  Deliver me!”  I couldn’t very well go upstairs
and rebuke the bed.  I said, “Lord, You need to deliver me
from whatever is in my mind that is working to bring me
into subjection to this thing that is called bed and this thing
that is called back because of some fact of pain that is
being associated with it.  You need to deliver me.  You
need to touch me.  You need to bring me freedom so that
no matter where I am, what I am doing, or where I am
sleeping, I do not have the difficulty or the incapacity by
which to move under Your unction and Your jurisdiction.
If You want me in that condition, that is another thing en-
tirely.  If you want me in that place in order to teach me, I
am willing, I am wanting it and I will abide.  Your grace
will be sufficient for me and it won’t be evident by the fact
that I keep complaining about it.”  Well, He must have
made some adjustments, because I’m telling you, I got up,
went to bed, laid down and went to sleep and I have not
had a problem since then.

I don’t know what you think about God with re-
spect to healing.  As in, whether it is faith, or
it is this, or it is that?  You know, all the
terms are true and accurate.  I am not
doing away with any of that.  But
there is some place where I have to
come in my relationship with Jesus
Christ where I begin to believe in
the reality of Him - that it is greater
than the reality of the thing that is
pressing upon me.  My lack will al-
ways be demonstrated in what
comes out of my mouth or
how I respond in the situa-
tion.  If I can’t walk or if I
have some pain in my body
or something in my cir-
cumstances that is creat-
ing a problem for me, I
have to somehow get my-
self focused upon a nature
that is outside of me.  I

have found that is one of the best solutions
to one of my major problems of being sub-
jugated to circumstances is - IF I GET MY
EYES OFF OF ME!   You know, the devil is always work-
ing to get your eyes on you.  That is what he wants to do.  It
is in relationships, business and life.

For example, they turn your electricity off.  Oh, poor
you!  “I have no electricity, no money, no lights.  Oh, God,
how is it that You have put ME in this position?  Why is it
that I have to be in this position?”

Well now, you don’t know.  It could be your problem.
It could be His problem, but you won’t know until you go
to God.  Get down on your face before the Lord, with fast-
ing and praying.  FASTING AND PRAYING!  Fasting
means going without food and that doesn’t mean avoiding
anything you can’t suck through a straw.  It must be a rel-
evant truth.  Right?  I’m not talking about juice fasts.  I’m
talking about fasting.  I’m talking about denying yourself
something in order that you might begin to concentrate on
something else.  One of the problems we have when we
start to fast is that we start concentrating on how hungry
we are.  We start talking about and thinking about food
and it seems like every time we turn around food is there
and the aroma is there.  I’m telling you what, we are com-
ing into a time of fasting.  If you want to walk with God, if

you want the reality of God, it is go-
ing to take something

more than missing a
meal occasion-

ally.  I’m not
telling you to
go into 21 day
fasts or 40 day
fasts.  I’m tell-

ing you to get
your mind right

with God and begin to
focus on God.

Several years ago, the Lord said to
me that He was removing the hedge from around

the Body and that the devil was going to come in
like a roaring lion.  I don’t know that anybody really

believed me, but we have seen evidence and it is the
Body’s fault.  It is not the fault of the individuals that are
being afflicted.  It is the Body’s fault.  The Body is not
where it should be.  It is not in the position of relationship
with God that it should be.  Do you hear me?  It says that

...one of the best solutions  to one of my major
problems of being subjugated to circumstances is-

IF I GET MY EYES OFF OF ME!
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there shall be tribulation and trouble such as the world has
never seen (Matthew 24:21).  You can just shake in your
boots if you want to and you will if you are not ready.  You
probably will even if you are ready, but you will find out
an amazing thing: that when tribulation comes, something
within you will begin to rise up into a place of belief and
authority.

I’ve made up my mind.  I know I’m in for it.  I can just
tell you that.  You never testify to these things without
opening a gate and being tried again and again.  So I am
really opening up the door here.

There was this problem with my teeth and I was say-
ing to God, “You made me.  You made these teeth.  I re-
pent of my behavior concerning them.  I repent of my not
taking care of them like I should take care of them.  I want
to repent for being irritated with people that told me that I
should take care of them.  I want to repent of anything and
everything, Lord, that I have done that has put me in this
place so that I have this problem.  As You know, of course,
part of my motive is that I want You to fix them.  I want
you to do something about them.  Lord, I don’t want You
just to do something about them.  I want you to change
something in me with the doing of it.”  Hallelujah.  “I want
You to change something in me, because there was some-
thing in me that caused me to get here in the first place.”

There wasn’t a dentist, that I know about, as they were
strolling through the wilderness.  Now, come on, are you
going to tell me that was just for then?  That it was a pro-
vision that God had for them because they were there in
that place, in that time and God led them out there, so
therefore it was God’s responsibility to take care of all that?
Well, all of that would
be true, but that is not
the totality of it.  God is
the same today as He
was yesterday (He-
brews 13:8).  I can
guarantee that what-
ever trouble I am in it
is because I did not listen
to God and I can’t blame any-
body else.  I have to take the blame
on my shoulders.  It goes as well
concerning the position of health
and vitality of those that are around
me, not only their health and vital-
ity, but their spiritual condition.  I
have a place of authority in the
Lord.

Now, that doesn’t mean that
when I say or pray something or
move under the unction of the Holy
Spirit that I am not going to suffer

for it.  The fact of the matter is, you can very well bet your
boots that it will cost you your boots, because somebody
has to suffer for somebody else to be redeemed.  It is the
principle.  Now, I understand that Jesus Christ paid the
price, but Jesus Christ led the way.  Let me share with
you a vision that I had.  We were down in Florida and I
was praying with some people.  I was pressing the Lord
and the Spirit came down and I went into a vision.  In the
vision I saw this door.  It was a golden door and it opened
towards the inside.  So that means that somebody on the
inside had to open it, you understand, which I knew to be
the Lord.  It was dark and gloomy inside.  But it was a
golden door and I knew that the door was an avenue or an
entrance into God.  You know, the Bible says that we enter
into the kingdom through what?  Much tribulation (Acts
14:22).  You don’t like that word, do you?  But tribulation
is the pathway that we must walk.  We should be tribula-
tion people.  We should know …that tribulation worketh
patience; 4And patience, experience; and experience,
hope: 5And hope maketh not ashamed (Romans 5:3-5).
It all starts with tribulation.

There is a position, if you would, that we have to re-
gain.  We have to regain it!  I have to regain it!  We have let
it slip through our fingers, or it is like a rope that we are
slipping back on.  We are going to have to be re-energized,
re-organized in the Lord, more God-oriented and less self-
oriented, less life oriented and less tribulation oriented.
We have to approach trouble on the basis that there is some-
thing in it that is a blessing that is going to be given to us
because of it.  It says that all things work together for good
(Romans 8:28).  That doesn’t mean that we accept it.  Hello!

We use that verse as an
acceptance speech.  We
do.  “Well, didn’t the
Lord say that tribula-
tion would come?
Don’t we know that all
things are going to

work together for good?”
So we accept the trouble.  I

am willing to accept the position
of being in trouble if I find myself
in the middle of that trouble.  I am
not willing to accept the trouble as
a matter of fact.  Do you under-
stand?  So it doesn’t become some-
thing of an overlord or an overseer
as far as my mental condition and
emotional environment is con-
cerned.

Do we have any moody people
here?  It is a spirit.  It is not your

nature: not if you are born of the Blood,

??

Your husband is not your problem.
Your wife is not your place of trouble.

God put you with that person
because one of you...has the ability

to do something about it.
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bought with the
Blood, not if you have
covenanted with Him
in baptism.  It says
that when we go
down into baptism we
are buried with Him.
That means that
moody spirit has no
right, no ability, and
no place of authority
to infect you or me.
NO.  Not only to in-
fect you, but you then infect others who are around you.

How about depression?  You say, “Oh, I’ve got a right
to be depressed.  I’ve got a right to feel bad.  I do.  You are
not in my shoes.  You don’t know what I am going through.
I’ve got a right to be!  I’ve got a wife who…  I’ve got a
husband who…  I’ve got a son who…  I’ve got a daughter
who…  I’ve got this.  I’ve got that.”

Well, lucky you.  Praise the Lord.  You are a prime
candidate for overcoming.  DO SOMETHING  ABOUT
IT!  DON’T WAIT FOR TWO OR THREE DAYS!  Don’t
throw up your hands in despair and quit!

If there is any disposition that I am accepting other
than what is written in the Bible about the nature of God,
then I am transgressing His Word.  I am making a decision
that is outside of the will of God and I need to repent - I
have no business or right in making that prerogative.  And
not only that, I have to understand something else.  There
is something out there that is working on me that isn’t God
and if it isn’t God then it has to be devil and you definitely
are not of the devil.  Did you hear me?  Your neighbor is
not the devil.  Your husband or your wife is not the devil.
Your husband is not your problem.  Your wife is not your
place of trouble.  God put you with that person because
one of you, I don’t know which one it is, but one of you
has the ability to do something about it.  But if somebody
doesn’t do something about it, then you are both in trouble
and you are both losers.  LOSERS!  But whoever has it
and doesn’t know they’ve got it, they are the biggest loser
of them all.  You are the biggest loser of them all because
you allowed something to happen that you had the power
to stop.

Get down on your face before God and cry out, “Fa-
ther, search me.  Search me.  Search me.  Search me.”

The devil knows my ways well enough - I have been
doing them for so many years, the same old thing, same
old thing.  Somebody just has to come along and push the
right button.  Do you know what?  The devil knows every
button.  All up and down my back - he opens it up like a
panel and says, “Oh, let’s hit this button and see what he
does today.”

We say,
“Oh, my good-
ness.  Take this away, Lord.  I can’t stand it any more.
Take me home, Lord.”  Oh, you never said that?  “I’m
ready to go, Father, any time.  Just get me out of here.”

We want to commit spiritual hari kari and, you know,
you don’t really know what you are saying, because when
you say it you loose a spirit.  You walk out the door and
you fall down the steps.  So you are down there complain-
ing about your shins and your ankles or your twisted foot.
You actually prophesied it yourself.  You actually spoke it
into being.  Or you drive down the road and you get into an
accident somewhere somehow.  Why?  Because you were
not cognizant of what it was that came out of your mouth.
Repent.  That is all you have to do.  Repent and begin to
ask God to cleanse you, search you.  Oh yes, God is going
to search you.  This Bible is a searching Word.  When we
come together under the auspice of this Word, it is like
taking communion.  Did you know that?  It is like shar-
ing the Blood and sharing the bread.  It really is.  It is the
breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup.  Church
is not just coming to another meeting, brethren.  It is not
just coming and having fellowship and seeing people that
you are glad and happy to see because you like them or
you appreciate them.  Maybe you just want the company.
I don’t know.  It is not just a social event that is taking
place.  We have lost the reality of what it is that God has
called us to.

You know, there are many people in many different
places in the world that were put there by the grace of
God.  Many of those people have been there for a long
time.  God brought them there from another country and
established them and they have the knowledge of the
sonship word.  But many of them have allowed the world,
the business and religion to usurp the position and the right
of their inheritance.  It is tragic.  Year after year they get
more religious, but there is no change.  NO CHANGE!
You know, it is kind of unique because I am not really
seeing them, but yet by the Spirit there is no change.  The
fact of the matter is that they are more worldly.  They do

He is to examine himself,
not with his eyes, but by
the power and the
unction of the anointing.
He is to get a good
hard look at himself in
a mirror and see what
it is that Jesus sees.
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the things that the world does.  You can’t tell their music
apart from the world’s music.  It has the same “boom-boom-
boom-boom-boom-boom-boom.”  Hallelujah.  You look
around the congregation and there is maybe a spattering
here and there of people that are not of the same national-
ity.  Do you understand what I am saying?  It would seem
that we have an ethnic thing going.  What I would like to
ask is, “What is wrong with this picture?  Maybe you should
come up here and stand and look where I am looking and
see what I am seeing.”

It is a time for reorganization, but not in the negative
sense, in the positive sense.  The Bible says that when the
man breaks the bread and drinks the cup of wine he is to
do what?  He is to examine himself (I Corinthians 11:28).
That means not one’s neighbor, husband, wife, or children.
He is to examine himself, not with his eyes, but by the
power and the unction of the anointing.  He is to get a
good hard look at himself in a mirror and see what it is
that Jesus sees.  Now, I have news for you.  Jesus won’t
break it to you all at once, no matter how good that you
think that you may be, because you couldn’t take it.  And
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the un-
godly and the sinner appear? (I Peter 4:18)  Scarcely saved.
Have you ever looked up the word scarcely in the dictio-
nary?  It means “like hen’s teeth.”  Have you ever seen a
chicken with teeth in its mouth?  I haven’t and I have been
around a lot of chickens.  I have been bitten by a few of
them, but I didn’t see any teeth.  There might
be some around, but I have never seen them.
They say, “Scarce as hen’s teeth.”  Hallelu-
jah.

We need to reorder our lives.  We need
to say, “STOP!  I am tired of being
religious.  I don’t want to be religious
anymore.  God, deliver me from my
religious mentality that I might be
able to move in the essence of real-
ity in that I really believe what I think
I believe.”

I believe that we are entering into
the timeframe of God going out to
the highways and byways.  The Bible
says that the table was prepared and
the invitation was sent and those that
were invited began to what?  Make
excuses (Matthews 22:1-10).  In the
context of the scripture I just men-

tioned, let me ask you, “Do you know what an excuse is?”
It is something that you deem more important than some-
thing else, and in your mind, it justifies your opposition in
not doing what is being required, and gives you the liberty
to do something else in its stead.  Now remember, we’re
talking in the context of Matthew 22.  It is just that our
excuse has no validity.  It has no right of position.  So,
basically, it is really a lie.  We begin to make excuses as to
why we cannot do whatever God is requiring of us.

Did you know that God will never tell you to do some-
thing that you don’t have the strength to do, because He
always has the strength and He knows and He is going to
be right there with you walking you through it, whatever it
is that you have to do?  Now, I can make excuses as to why
I can’t do it:  “Well, Father, I am not confrontational.  I
don’t like to get into arguments.  I’m not very smart.  I’m
this.  I’m that.  Father, use somebody else.”  Moses was
doing the same thing, wasn’t he?  “I’m not a great speaker.”
Did God say, “Oh, all right.  You can’t speak.”  It wasn’t
on that basis.  What about throwing the rod down and
watching it turn into a snake?  WOW!  I wonder if Moses
was as surprised as everybody else?  It says, ...the anger
of the LORD was kindled against Moses.  Why?  Because
he kept making excuses why he couldn’t go (Exodus 4).
You know, if the truth of the matter were known at that
particular time, the fact of why he didn’t want to go was
probably because he believed that they would catch him

and kill him, because he fled Egypt.  Do you hear
me?  He was a wanted man.  His face may

have been on a poster pinned to the wall,
“Wanted: Dead or Alive.”  That was

why he was out there in the desert
to begin with.  He was hiding from
God.  Can you imagine that?  Hid-
ing from God.  All seeing!  All
knowing!  Omnipresent!  Omnipo-
tent!  Can you imagine thinking
that?  Boy, he had really lost con-
tact with this thing he called God.

Quite frankly, I believe that we
are as guilty as he!  We have lost
contact with this thing that we call
God.  You know, when we sing our
songs, they are anointed when we
sing them in the Spirit, but why
don’t we personalize them?  Why
do we always sing about God?  Be-

There is always
going to be a time
when we are going
to have  to make a

decision.
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cause we are like the children of Israel when they said,
“You go up and talk to God.  We don’t want to die!  You go
up there, Moses.  You go up there, lest we die” (Exodus
20:19).  Then when he went up there and he came down
they said, “Hide your face, Moses.  You can’t stand there.
You are going to kill us all.”

We are afraid of something.  Get before God and ask
Him, “What is it that I am afraid of?  What is it that I am
fearful of that it is bringing me again and again to this road
of life?”

Many of us are coming up to this road.  We come up to
it and look at it and go this way and that way.  There is
always going to be a time when we are going to have to
make a decision.  The opportunity is not going to avail
itself forever and ever.  Do you hear me?  We need to make
a decision now, whether you are young or old, short or tall.
You need to make the decision as to what it is that God is
requiring and that you are willing to bear the price.  It is as
easy as saying, “Lord, I want to accept You as my personal
Savior.”  We had no idea that it was going to cost us any-
thing when we were first saved.

We say, “You don’t have to worry about giving any-
thing up.  You just accept Him as your Lord and Savior.”

“Oh, really?  Well, that is easy.  That means I can keep
my cigarettes?”

“Don’t worry about your cigarettes.  It will take care
of itself.”

Oh, yeah.  Sure it will.
“Do I have to give up my drinking?”
“Don’t worry about your drinking.  It will take care of

itself.  All you have to do is to accept Jesus and Jesus is the
PILL that will solve everything and automatically and im-
mediately you will be delivered.”

FOOLISHNESS!
First, they told me to get saved and that would take

care of all of my troubles.  Well, I got saved and found that
I still had troubles.  In fact, I had more troubles than I had
before I got saved because now I was saved and I knew I
was in trouble.  Before that, I didn’t know I was in trouble.
Now I knew that I was in trouble because I couldn’t give
up all the things that I wanted that they said were going to
be “taken care of” because I was accepting Jesus.  It wasn’t
working.  I still wanted cigarettes, alcohol and everything
else that was out there.  I still wanted it.  Then they told
me, “Just get the baptism.”  You think, “Once bit, twice
shy,” right?   “Just get the baptism and it will take care of

all of your problems.”
So I’m thinking about this and in the back of my mind

I think, “I’ve heard this line before.”  Right?  Haven’t I
heard this thought before?  Well, maybe that was my imagi-
nation, so I say, “I rebuke you, devil.”

I finally got the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  I woke up
after a glorious speaking in tongues all night long.  I was
getting up and down praising the Lord and jumping around
and just singing songs in this heavenly thing and I didn’t
even know what it was.  But it was such a good thing.  I
finally went to sleep.  When I woke up in the morning, as
was my habit, I reached over to the
coffee table and pulled a cigarette
out, stuck it in my mouth, lit it up
and started to take a big puff on it.
All of a sudden it hit me.  “I’ve still
got it.  I’m still in trouble.”

I’m speaking this heavenly lan-
guage.  I am speaking this wonder-
ful thing and I am finding myself still
in the same condition and the same
place with the same amount of
trouble.  WHAT IS WRONG?

God says, “It isn’t the cigarette, it is you.”  When God
told me that it was me, it smote me.  I thanked God.  I said,
“All right.  Can You do something about this?  If You can’t
do something about the rest of my life that is in such a
horrible mess, then Father, You might as well do some-
thing about me - You might as well take me home, be-
cause I am not interested in living any longer in this condi-
tion.”

I want to tell you something.  I stood there for a little
bit.  I looked around.  I didn’t think anything was going to
happen, but all of a sudden something came into the room
and slammed me on the back of my head and down on my
face on the floor in my mother’s living room.   My arms
were stretched out when I went down, just like a tree, fall-
ing on my face into the floor.  You know what?  I thought
He was going to do exactly what I asked Him to do.  Do
you know what I was thinking?  “I’m not ready to die.  I
really didn’t mean it, God.  Don’t take me literally, God.
Can’t we do this a little more hypothetically?”

In the midst of God moving, I was resisting and mov-
ing to preserve my position.  But it was too late.  I felt Him
go down on top of me like when Elijah went down upon
the dead boy on the bed (II Kings 4:32-35).  God went

“I’m
still in

trouble.”
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down upon me and I don’t know how long I laid there.
But I know that when He started to get up and I felt His
presence lifting off of me, it was like He had grabbed the
top of my hair and He began to just pull the skin off of my
back.  It wasn’t a tingling sensation.  It was pain.  PAIN!   I
don’t know whether I was yelling at the top of my lungs or
what I was doing, but I thought that I was a dead man.

But I want to tell you that when I got up off of the floor
I was delivered.  No cigarettes.  No alcohol.  No running
and carousing.  The desire was gone!  But it took me com-
ing to a point and I evidently was seized.  I mean, God
knew, He evidently knew that I was serious in what I was
saying.

You can say, “Well, it was just the heat of the moment.”
You could say that there was no experience and God didn’t

do what He did.  So I must have really been serious.  I
don’t know how much it will take for some of us to come
to the conclusion that this level down here is not sufficient
and we do not want to be able to live in this condition any
longer when God is offering something for us in a higher
position and condition.  Matthew 10 tells about the call-
ing of the disciples.  Now, I want you to notice something
here.  He called all 12 of them, even Judas, and He anointed
them and He gave them power.  He gave them a commis-
sion before the place of authority was bequeathed.  It says,
verse 5, These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded
them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and
into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6But go rather
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Do you understand what the Spirit is saying?  There is
a time frame in the coming of Jesus Christ that precedes
going into the highways and the byways.  I thank the Lord
that when you read this verse that He said the highways
and byways (Matthew 22:9-10, Luke 14:23).  But there is
a prerequisite that has to be done first.  He says that I must
go first to the lost sheep of Israel.  Jesus said to His dis-
ciples, “You must go first to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.”  How is it that Israel has lost sheep?  It means that
the sheep are not in the place that they need to be.  Be-
ing lost means that you are out of place, you are not in the
sheepfold.  You are not following the intent or the desire
of God and you are not under that place of perfection!

He said, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6But go rather to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Verse 7, And as ye
go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  I
believe that this is a Word in the Spirit for this hour.  I
believe it!

I heard the cry of lost sheep in other lands.  Do you
hear me?  I heard the cry when I was in Switzerland, stand-
ing up there at the front of that congregation.  I heard the
sheep out in the bush bleating, wanting the Shepherd, want-
ing to hear His voice.  Do you hear me?  I heard it in my
ear.  I heard it in my soul and it stirs me.  Do you hear me?
It stirs me.  I got a letter that said, “Dear Brother, Come
back!  Come back and teach us the Word of God.”  You
don’t know what that does in my soul.  You don’t under-
stand the reality of the feeling and the pull in the Spirit as
I hear the cry of the people saying, “We want the reality of
God.  Come and teach us.  Come and demonstrate.  Come
and give us what it is that you can give us.”

But God says, “No.  You have to first go to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.”

I got a letter from Sierra Leone.  It is really amazing
that anybody even invites me and I had just met this man
briefly.  Do you hear?  We had been in Port Harcourt for
two days and then we had to flee.  God said, “Get up and
run.”  So we ran.  But while I was there we saw this man

On the plane trip coming home
from the Philippines, I went
through this little island off the
coast of Japan.  As I got off the
plane, God said to me, “Every-
where you put the sole of your
foot and tread upon it, I will
give it to you as an inheritance.”
Not just to me, you understand,
but to the whole of the children
of Israel (Joshua 1:3).
So I began to walk through the
corridors of that airport by
proxy.  Do you hear me?
I began to walk
through and say,
“God, I command the
blessing of God.  I say
that you must
open the door for
the revival and
for the
position of
the ministry
of this Word
to this people.”
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and his wife.  I didn’t know anything about them.  I went
over and laid hands on him and began to prophesy to him
about the visitation that was coming to his people and com-
ing to his land, about the place of his diligence and his
suffering.  These people there have suffered.  Do you un-
derstand?  Go on the internet and look at what they have
been through.  My God!  Yet they are having a conference!

They say, “Please come and bring any that want to come
for these few days.  Come and share with us this Word,
this thing that is called Kingdom.  Come, I pray, and give
us life.”

Hallelujah.  You know, if Nancy and I had the ability,
we could start traveling tomorrow.  We could.  We could
start tomorrow and not stop until Jesus came.  There are
hungry people.  Hungry people!  When we were in Swit-
zerland there was an indication that there would be four
more, at least three more visits and the fourth would be
pushing it, before something would happen.  George had
this dream that he delivered to five different people a spe-
cial, certified letter.  He was going from door to door.  He
went to four houses.  He went to the fifth house and he
turned around and his vehicle was missing.  It was gone.
That means that you had better be very, very wise to be
where you are supposed to be, when you are supposed to
be there, because time is running out.

Time is running out.  The secular prophets are proph-
esying!  “The last block of the day.”

I got a letter from a lady over in Europe since we had
been there.  She said that she is seeing manifestation of
those things that were prophesied and spoken of when we
were there 20 years ago!

On the plane trip coming home from the Philippines, I
went through this little island off the coast of Japan.  As I
got off the plane, God said to me, “Everywhere you put
the sole of your foot and tread upon it, I will give it to you
as an inheritance.”  Not just to me, you understand, but to
the whole of the children of Israel (Joshua 1:3).

So I began to walk through the corridors of that airport
by proxy.  Do you hear me?  I began to walk through and
say, “God, I command the blessing of God.  I say that You
must open the door for the revival and for the position of
the ministry of this Word to this people.”

I cannot describe to you the feeling in my soul when I
heard that voice of Australia say, “Come.”  It was pleading
and begging me, “Come.  Come and minister to My people.
Come and minister this Word, minister this Word to My
people.”  It tells me that this Word is not being ministered
there, that the unction of the Spirit of God is waiting upon
a man to come and to deliver the essence of God.  Maybe
I’m not the one to go.  Maybe the message that I spoke
will be spoken out and someone will hear it and their door
will open.

I am going to finish the story about the golden door.
We were in prayer and there was this door that opened
inwardly.  Just inside of the threshold, not on the outside
of the threshold, were human bones.  It was kind of dark
and gloomy and it looked very much like a desert scene.  It
seemed like there were sand hills, coming down upon each
other and kind of intertwining in the terrain.  But you could
only see a little ways.  What I could see was that there
were footprints in the sand and I knew that someone had
walked there before.  I knew that intuitively.  At different
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points, I could see skeletons or pieces
of bone all kind of scattered around
along the path.  I knew that what was
required was that you had to put your
foot exactly in the footprint that was
in the sand.  You had to put it there
exactly and it was humanly impos-
sible, because my foot was bigger than
the footprints.  Did that disqualify me?
I don’t think so.  If God opens a door
and He says to me, “This is the path.
Walk ye in it (Isaiah 30:21),” then that
means that there is something that God
would give me!  All of a sudden, I knew
that as I tried to match the stride and
step in there, my foot would conform
to the print.  That means divine inter-
vention.  Have any of you tried to walk
in the footsteps of someone walking in
front of you?  I suggest you find your-
self some sand and just walk through it
at a normal cadence.  Or have some-
body that is not you walk through it and
then you try to put your foot in exactly.
The fact is that your concentration will
disorient you and bring an imbalance
to you.  I have tried it in my own foot-
steps and I have lost my balance!  It is
almost impossible, how much more
when you are trying to walk in some-
body else’s footprints.

But I knew that the requirement was
that I must do what He did and be obedient to
what He says and be obedient in the aspect of
what He requires and I must do it exactly as He
did.  How is it that we have this sloppy thought
that we can do something hap-hazard?  Have you
ever heard of hap-hazard?  Oh, praise the Lord.
They didn’t know what it was in the Czech.  It is
when you do something sloppily.

We have a lot of trouble with exactness.  Do you
know that?  I found out how much trouble I have with it,
working in the kitchen where there is a rule for everything.
There is a rule on how to wash your hands, handle food,
wash dishes, how to make your water the right tempera-
ture, how to put the right amount of bleach in the water to
sterilize everything.  If you have too much, they fine you,
if you have too little, they stamp you, and you are an out-
cast.  I don’t know what they do, but I know they can take
your license away from you and shut you down.  My doors
on the store have to close all the way by themselves.  Give
me a break.  I’m telling you, everything has a rule and
something in you resists it.  If you don’t wear gloves, you

always have to wash your hands.  Be-
fore you do something, come over
here and wash them.  Before you do
something else, come over here and
wash them.  If you go out of the room
and come back in, wash your hands.
If you go over here to do something,
come back and wash your hands.  I
don’t like to wear gloves because they
make your hands hot and sweaty.  The
gloves are always ripping and you are
always getting them caught on the
stove or something.  Or you end up
cutting your finger because your glove
got in the way.

We don’t like rules and we dis-
qualify ourselves.  It is not the person
that makes you irritated and angry be-
cause you have to do it.

I’ve got the old builder’s mental-
ity.  Yes, I do.  Contractor’s mentality:
The authorities don’t know anything
and I know everything.

I tell my wife, “You talk to these
people.  I’m up to here with them.”
So she talks to them and I tell her,
“What are you doing?  Working for
them?” I said, “You are in the wrong
job.”

We have 12 different flavors of ice
cream.  I like ice cream.  Well, the

rules say to wear gloves when you serve it.
They want you to dig in there with this thing,
then you go and wash it off and you do it again.
When nobody is around, the doors are closed
and the lights are out…  Nobody is looking.

Wife isn’t looking, she is not even there.  What
am I going to do?  Am I going to flunk the test?

How am I going to act?  How am I going to re-
spond?

It is a valid question, you know.  We are looking
for Jesus to come.  Nobody really wants Jesus to come.  I
can’t even imagine what it would be to live under a rule of
righteousness, where your very thoughts of unrighteousness
are under scrutiny.  How many times during the day do I
think things that are inappropriate about this or about that?
Not to mention what I do?

Can you imagine a society, “Uh-uh-uh, you can’t think
that.  That’s very, very bad.  You can’t do that.  That is
very, very bad.”

I am exaggerating it, of course, but I’m telling you,
that is what it is like.  We have no idea what it means to be
perfect.  But God is desirous to make us perfect and the
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perfection is a miraculous thing that has to be done by
Him and Him alone, but we have to submit ourselves to
the process.

Can you imagine somebody going into a course and
they are doing everything that they are supposed to do, but
they do it only because they have to?  Do you think that at
the end of the day when they get the diploma (if they get
the diploma), that they will come out of the situation
changed?  Absolutely not!  It is not that way with God,
because with God you won’t get the diploma.  You won’t
get it.  I won’t get it.  We have to be in the right place and
doing the right thing, with a willing heart and because we
love Him.

He says, …go rather to the lost sheep of the house of

Israel.  Verse 7, And as ye go, preach, saying, The king-
dom of heaven is at hand. 8Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give. 9Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor
brass in your purses, 10Nor scrip for your journey, nei-
ther two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the work-
man is worthy of his meat.

The workman is worthy of his meat.  So that means if
you follow the rules there is a blessing at the end of the
day.  But there is also a consequence if you are not fol-
lowing the rules, because you are breaking the rules.
So let us examine ourselves.  Let us reaffirm, recommit,
and ask God to deliver us.

God bless you.
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Eight years ago, my husband and I were expecting our first baby and thought that it would be nice to move into a
house with a second bedroom rather than put the baby at the back of our walk-in closet in our 400-square foot apart-
ment.  We prayed, and God supplied us with a house.  Three babies later, we were starting to feel a little cramped in our
950-square foot house.  That, and the house was beginning to have serious problems with interior condensation and
mold.  Lots and lots of mold.  Every color of mold you could think of was in the house.  (I don’t know what it was about
the last couple of winters, but the mold in our house literally seemed to have EXPLODED. It was absolutely every-
where.) I went to my husband and told him I thought we needed to seriously think about moving...NOW.  He told me to
go pray, that it was out of his control.  So I prayed and prayed and prayed, asking God to provide the money for us to be
able to move out. In my mind, that seemed to be the thing that hindered our ability to get a new place the most, and I
wanted OUT OF HERE.

So I prayed.  Many months went by.  Then it became a year...and two years.  I was feeling rather discouraged.  I
began to think that God was not going to answer this prayer.  I felt like we would just fall down and die right along with
our house.

Meanwhile,  my sweet husband was hired to build the porch on a house two small towns away. One thing led to
another, and he ended up laying the floors (hardwood and tile), installing the kitchen cabinetry (granite countertops!!),
doing tile work in the kitchen and bathrooms, and then basically finishing the house.  The lady who owned it had hoped
to sell it...but it has been standing empty for a couple of years now.

After a rather awful winter of fighting the mold in my house, I went in tears to my husband and asked if we could
please, please find someplace else to live.  We needed to find a house of a reasonable rent/mortgage.  We needed to have
a house with a little more storage space, and maybe one more room.  We definitely needed a house that didn’t have a
leaky roof...or windows...or doors...or foundation.  And it definitely could not have mold issues.  And finally, my
husband agreed with me that we just couldn’t live in our house anymore.  He had hoped that our landlord would let us
buy and fix up our little house, but we were told that the landlord’s daughter was considering buying the house.  We
said, “But the mold, the rotten floors, the rotten roof, the failing foundation.” Our landlord said, “I know, I know.
They’re just talking. I’m not telling you that you have to move.”  So, my husband said that we should move.  He was
finally ready to say goodbye to the home we’d had all of our children in thus far (some of them literally!).  He said that
he thought we should move out of our old house by August.  I thought August seemed like a long time away (we were
talking in May), but he felt like that timing would be just right.

So I started actively looking for a house.  We thought, for a little while, about buying a house in our little town.  We
found one that we thought was just right for us, and I went to the Lord about it.  I said, in my mind, “God, if that’s the
house for us, let it stay for sale just a little longer.  But if it’s not, I don’t know...let it be sold right away.”  The very next
day my husband came home and told me that the house had a “sale pending” sign out in front.  I was encouraged - God
answered my prayer!  He was hearing me!  But that meant we still didn’t have a place lined up to live.  So...we
continued looking, but the more we looked, the more we found out just how REALLY, REALLY expensive homes are

by Shannon Asbill
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in our little town. Ridiculously expensive. Way out of our league expensive. We did some research on buying a house
and discovered....we could only afford to buy a place that was in even worse condition than our current house, and aside
from that, we had come to realize that we just didn’t have any peace about buying at this time. So we looked for
affordable, DECENT rental places in town....and found none. The houses we found that we could afford to rent were...well,
just as bad as the house we were currently living in. If we wanted to get rid of our cat and dog, have no yard, live in an
apartment that was smaller than our current house....yes, we could probably have found something like that in town.
But we didn’t want to do that. So we kept on looking, and praying for God to show us the house He had for us. We kept
looking and praying and praying and looking... and I was still feeling generally very discouraged.  And a little desper-
ate.

So, after much praying, (have I mentioned that we prayed about this a lot?), my husband told me he was going to
ask about renting that nice house he’d done work on from the lady who owned it. He gently broached the subject,
asking if she’d ever considered renting it out since she hadn’t been able to sell it.  She said she hadn’t wanted to deal
with having renters so far from where she lived, but she’d also been a little worried about it sitting empty. So, we kept
praying while she thought it over.

My sweet husband was pretty sure, considering the VERY NICE materials that are on the interior, etc., that the
house would be waaaaaaay too expensive for us to rent it, if she thought renting it out was a good idea. So we continued
to pray, and he set before the Lord a certain price that we said, if she wants more than that, we know that it’s NOT the
house for us. The price we set was...ridiculously low. Within a couple of days, she got back to us. Yes, she would LOVE
to rent US the house...she was relieved that someone would be living there, and that she could trust them to take care of
it, and, oh, she supposed she would rent it for...and the price she named was $50 LESS than the ridiculously low price
we’d set before the Lord. And she said even that price was negotiable - if any work gets done on the house, it gets
counted toward the rent.

So we agreed to rent the house. We believe that it’s God’s provision for us. We are very much at peace with it. Every
“but” we’ve come up with has been met with a peaceful answer.  We started casually packing up our house, my husband
reiterating that he thought we should move into the new house around the 1st of August.

Then we found out that our landlord’s daughter wanted to buy our current house from her dad. Shortly after that, we
came home to a note on our door telling us that the daughter was planning to close on the sale of our house August 1st.

So, we moved....into a PALACE.  There is more storage.  There is a basement (oh, boy, is there a basement!).  It’s
mostly new construction, so the roof is new - no leaks.  The windows and doors and their respective seals are new - no
leaks.  And it’s DRY - NO MOLD!!

We are so blessed and keep asking each other if we really live in such a nice place or are we both dreaming, but after
nearly a month, it’s starting to sink in that we really do live here, and that God magnificently answered all of our
prayers!
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One Year Later:
A Look Back at Our Marriage

by Nathaniel & Kate Chattic

I immediately felt a sense of disbelief when this question flashed into my mind:
Have I been married for a year already?  Yes, dear readers, I have been happily mar-
ried for a full year!  I would like to take the opportunity to share with you some of the
experiences I have had, and I hope this testimony serves as much as a blessing to
you as being married has been for me.

I must begin by singing the praises of my better half in almost
every way imaginable, my wife Kate.  The Lord knows what kind of person I
am, and He knew exactly who to partner me with, and every day that state-
ment grows truer.  In Kate, God blessed me with a woman that fulfilled what
I needed in a woman.  And taking it a step further, He gave me what my heart
wanted, too.  Isn’t that wonderful?  She has been a constant source of en-

couragement and support.  Her wisdom and input have helped me out
tremendously.

It has been my goal from day one of our marriage to do my very
best and make sure that my wife is told or shown how much I love
and appreciate her.  Whether it is helping cook a meal in the
kitchen, or cleaning up an area of the house that I know she’s
had her eye on more than once, or surprising her with a bouquet
of flowers or her favorite candy “just because it’s Monday,” ac-
tions, coupled with words, expressing love have a powerful ef-
fect!

Another component of our marriage is one that God has been
so good to help and give me wisdom with, and that concerns
Isaac and Caleb.  What I appreciated greatly about making
the transition to marriage was that I had a friendly relation-
ship with them.  The news that I was going to marry their
mother, as surprising as it was for them, was a pleasant
surprise, and that reaction was cultivated by having spent
that time with them as a single person.  Having that time
with them only serves to strengthen our relationship to-
day, and it has opened my eyes to see just how critical

and precious having a father figure is to a young man.
I knew that my lack of experience as a husband and fa-

ther was not, and could not be used as an excuse, when it
came to me entering a relationship with Kate.  When I mar-
ried her, I got the boys, too.  So, you could imagine how
much praying I was doing before I even proposed to Kate!
“Lord, help me to have what it takes to be a good husband.

Lord, help me to make the transition from being a friend
to being a father for the boys.  Lord, help me to under-
stand the reality of this situation that I am getting into,
and be a blessing as a part of this family.”  Do not hesi-
tate to bring your petitions to God, no matter how big

Keeping in Touch                                                                                                                               September 200940



or small you may think those requests are.  He wants us to have that kind of relationship with Him where we can talk
to Him about anything that is on our hearts.  It was spending time in my prayer closet, as well as the prayers of many
others I asked to join with me, that helped settle my mind and heart and find the mind of God concerning my
marriage.  I knew in my heart that this decision to marry Kate, despite all the natural uncertainty creeping in about
my lack of experience that I had as a husband and father, was the right one.  All of the fears that
were entering my mind were purged by the spirit of God coming in and reassuring me that I was
following His will.

To be honest, all of my fears slowly washed away the more time I spent with Kate.  Our
honeymoon served as a great time to lay down my fears before her, and really communicate to
her more of my heart and feelings concerning our relationship, expectations for the
boys and establishing a certain course for our family.  We were able to pray together
and really enjoy a nice, quiet time of fellowship and talking about God.  I was really
thankful to have that time with my wife, and I think having that type of communi-
cation with her has greatly helped us as a couple.

Those first few months, I really took from Kate’s lead, being that she had
been through the “gauntlet” that I was entering, and from there I began to
carve my own niche as another adult in the household.  I had to be careful to
not become another “playmate” to the boys, but a parent that was capable of
providing sure words of instruction and guidance, as well as playing hoops
in the driveway or running around in the backyard.  As the months came and
went, I could see the shift from playmate to parent happen, with positive
results.

For the boys, they have had plenty of times for the Word of God
to be discussed and read, through daily devotionals and the Bible.
They are very active with piano, and have become more and more
confident and able to play songs from the church song book.
Recently, my wife and I enrolled them into a Bible Bee, which
has further increased their study of the Bible.  I have also had the
opportunity to get them to begin taking their musical abilities
into the nursing home, a ministry I hope to see blossoming for
them in the coming weeks.  It has been a tremendous blessing to
see and be a part of their growth in the things of God.

Overall, my first year as a husband and father has been
wonderful.  God has certainly been faithful to me, and I
more than appreciate His ability to do what I could not in
order to bring me along in my first year as a parent and
husband.  With a new baby on the horizon, and new op-
portunities opening up for education and work, I am look-
ing forward to seeing what God will do for our family in
the months ahead.  I pray that this article blesses and
encourages you to put your faith and trust in the One who
is ever-faithful and always trustworthy!  God bless you.

Kate’s Thoughts
A year of marriage has flown past me.  My days have

been full - full of work and play, laughter and tears, relax-
ation and frustration.  This points to the fact that I am still
the same person as I was before marriage and have the same
things to overcome, and yet, I am not anything like I
used to be.  How is this possible?  I don’t quite under-
stand it myself, but marriage has a way of changing
everything!

Happiness walked into my house like a person when
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we started our married life.  It has not left and I am still basking in the delight of having a husband!  I am thrilled
every morning to awake as a married wife and the transition, though not always easy, has been quite an adventure.

I know what it is like to blend two families together, so I was apprehensive about how my boys would respond
to their new dad.  However, they adjusted so quickly and smoothly, I felt like I had the most
adjusting to do in the whole family!  I found myself having to bite my tongue lest I stick my foot
in my mouth again.  There were so many things that Nate and I did differently.  We handled our
money differently, our household habits were different, problem-solving approaches differed
and on and on the list went.  I had to work at keeping my mouth shut and reminding myself

that just because we were different didn’t mean I was right and he was wrong!
My life had been so different before marriage; I made the decisions, set the sched-

ule and managed our days.  Now, I have someone else making requests of me and I
am no longer entirely my own.  It is not the same as the employer/employee relation-
ship because it matters so much more and exists on a much deeper level.  This was
yet another adjustment; the adjustment from the independence of being alone to

reliance on each other and a communication between each other that needs to
have a constant flow.  I think this has been where most of the bumps in the
road have come.  We do not spend our time arguing or fighting with each
other, but we have found that communication is a vital part to a marriage, for
when it fails, troubles lie just around the corner.

It has been a wonderful year together.  We have overcome our own per-
sonalities in multiple circumstances - sometimes it has taken a little

while, but God did prevail!  I am amazed at how quickly God has
worked to knit us together as a little family, and it is almost sur-
prising how many tests He has given us over just a short year of
time.  He has given us a variety of new things to experience and
from which to learn, and though I find it difficult at times, I
wouldn’t trade it to go back to being a single mother ever again!
I am truly enjoying the opportunity to love my husband, to re-

spect him, to honor and obey him.  It is a joy to be in this position
and it brings joy to see the fruits of our labor as we overcome and
follow on to know the Lord in our marriage and with our children.
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I chose not my place of birth,
Nor did I choose my skin or hair color.
I chose not my parents either;
Oh! How I would’ve loved to choose my siblings!
Wonder who came up with my name?
I say, Life is not fair.
Yet I am honored,
Privileged to choose
The most important choice above all:
Where to spend eternity.
So, I choose Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Life eternal I choose.
What about you?

ChoiceChoiceChoiceChoiceChoice

a  poem  by
Femi Adedoyin
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Many of our readers are probably familiar with the letter from our Editor-In-Chief, Burt
Asbill, which was included in the June 2009 bulletin issue relating his departure from the Keep-
ing In Touch staff.  Because he has been a tremendous strength and encouragement to all that
we have done with regard to the KIT bulletin, it has not been an easy thing for those of us on the
bulletin staff to see him depart; without a doubt Brother Burt will be greatly missed.  We are
aware, however, that God is opening doors for him to travel more so that the gospel we have been
privileged to hear might go forth to the nations in these tumultuous times.  Because of our co-
laboring together, Brother Burt will forever remain close to our hearts and in our prayers as God
utilizes him and Sister Nancy wherever He sees fit.

In a similar vein, the Lord has provided the Keeping In Touch bulletin with the addition of
Paul Davis and Barak Asbill to our staff.  We greatly appreciate their willingness to endeavor
with us for the sake of the gospel in continuing to put forth this bulletin to the glory of God.  We
warmly welcome you both!

We truly desire to bring forth the very best and most timely words, articles, and testimonies to
bless our readers.  We always appreciate any thoughts, comments, words of encouragement or
anything else that you would like to share with us.  Please feel free to send them to our mailing
address or email address listed on the front page.

May God bless you all,
The Keeping In Touch bulletin staff

Seasons of Change


