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We gladly usher in another season of summer with
our July edition of the K.J."T. bulletin! Jnside
you will find many articles and testimonies that we

believe will bless and encourage you. “There are
times in our lives when we need the word of God to
lift us up and strengthen us. Jt is definitely a huge
encouragement to think about the love that God has
for you and J. Jnside these pages are words that
touch on that perfect love of God. As people that
have a desire to go onward and upward in the things
of the Lord, it is important to hold onto our First
Love in Jesus Christ. “He most assuredly sees us
in a different light than we often see ourselves, and in
spending time with “Him, in dwelling on everything
that “He has done for us, in our time of digesting
is Word and communing with “Him in prayer,
let us lay hold of those precious promises that “He
wants us to receive, amen! Jf you have anything to
submit to our magazine, please feel free to send it to:
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Thank you. Praise God. We have to thank God for
thismessage. This morning, Satan has been fighting very
much for thismessage. One computer went out completely
and God Almighty has helped us to resurrect another one
that we haven't used for over a year. We are thanking
God, therefore, for every one of you who have survived
until this time when we are coming to the close of the
convention. We believe that God has something special
for us tonight and we pray that we will hear the voice of
God. It might well be God's will that you do not see me,
but you can see Jesus. Let usthereforelook at Jesusaswe
go into the Word of God tonight.

We want to touch on various subjects that came up in
the convention and bring them down to one point that Jesus
Christ wantsto bring al of us. | am reminded of the pic-
ture of the sun and the starsthat our Brother Kluson put on
the board. | am reminded of the scriptures where God
says that He will gather all together in the heavenlies and
on earth into one IN Christ (Ephesians 1:10). Therefore,
the meeting place is in Christ and as soon as we get into
Christ we are very close to al those who arein Christ.

The light of the sun is atype of the glory of God and
thisis the thing that makes us one. In John 17:5 and 22,
theLord said, “1 will givethem the glory that we had from
the beginning before the world was, that they may be one.”
Therefore, itistheglory of God or the anointing that makes
usone. It doesn't matter how many words we say, but if
the anointing isn’t moving up and down through the hearts
of the brethren, then we are not one.
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BAtTlE
AGAINST

\ the devil

Cecil J. duCille

This message was given at the Czech Republic during the

evening session on September 29, 2007

We, therefore, ask at this moment that the living God
would spread His anointing all over the whole gathering
and all those who are hearing my voice at thistime. This
anointing is not a feeling, it is a presence. When Adam
walked with God in the garden he could feel the presence
of God and the day he sinned he lost that presence.

Now, | want to talk to you about the battlein which we
are involved, the warfare in which we are now involved
with Satan. | want to show you how thereis achangein
the warfare, a change that Satan has made in order to be
able to attack us on ahigher level. When the sons of God
begin to rise above the level of earth, Satan cannot attack
them very well. Therefore, in order to attack us he is now
getting up higher where we are.

| want us to begin to read the Scripture in Ephesians
6:10, Finally, my brethren, be strongin theLord, and in
the power of his might. “Put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. 2For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against therulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-
nessin high places. *Whereforetake unto you thewhole
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having doneall, to stand. **Stand therefore,
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on
thebreastplate of righteousness; >And your feet shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace; **Above all, tak-
ing the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. *’And take the
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helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God:

The Word of God is reminding us that no man can go
into battle without armor and survive. Moreover, Hetells
us to remember that we are not fighting against human
beings, but that we arein awrestling match against princes
and against their whole area of rulership.

When the equipment began to give ustrouble, | began
to pray before God. What came to me was that Satan is
the prince of the power of theair. Theword air, natural air
that we breathe, is the natural thing, but the airwaves are
more spiritual than the air. Asyou continue to study your
Bible you realize that when the Lord said that we will rise
up to meet Him in the air, He is speaking about a realm
where Satan rules, whichishigher, ahigher level thanthan
the realm of earth.

So, then, it would appear from the Word that we will
haveto drive Satan out of the air, out of the higher level on
which hewarsagainst us, and capture that level to become
overcomers. Somebody might think that | am not saying
the things scripturally. Let usread the scriptures aswe go
on. Every point | bring | want to bring the scriptures to
back up that point.

Let uslook at Revelation 12:7. We are just going to
prove this point from the Word of God here. ‘And there
waswar in heaven: Michael and hisangelsfought against
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8And
prevailed not; neither wastheir place found any morein
heaven. Thisissaying that there was no more place found
in the air. The word air refers to a realm where Satan
dwells. There was no more place found for him there.
°Andthegreat dragon wascast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.

Hewas cast out into the earth and his angels were cast
out with him. It is very important for you to understand,
brethren. °And | heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
Now iscome salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of
our brethren is cast down,
which accused them before our
God day and night. “And they
overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of
their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death.

Now, let us just take a little
look at what we are hearing here,
that there was war in heaven. Last
night, and the day before yesterday,
we established thefact that the heaven
that ismentioned hereis speaking about
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the church realm, where we

are. But Godissaying that there
isno place herefor carnal Chris-
tians because the devil will be put
back in his place. He will be cast
out of the heavenlies and back into
the earth realm so that the carnal man
isgoingto get terribly hit by Satan. The
scriptures tell usthat it will be the earth
realm, so that means that it is not just the
sinners that are going to be hit, but carna
Christianswho remaininthe Outer Court will
be shut outside of thewedding feast. Thewed-
ding feast represents a higher realm in Christ.
As those stars begin to go into the light, they
will be pulled into a oneness with the Son, who is
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let us look back at Revelation 12:1, And there ap-
peared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with
thesun, and themoon under her feet, and upon her head
a crown of twelve stars:

The Word of God tells usthat thereis neither male nor
female, Jew nor Greek, black or white, that there is no
differencein Christ (Galatians 3:28). But theninthischap-
ter it tellsthat therewasawoman in heaven. Let me pause
here again to get to another scripture which proves this
before we go any further. Let us go to Ephesians 3:8-10.
Paul is speaking. 8Unto me, who am lessthan the least of
all saints, isthisgracegiven, that | should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

At this point | want to encourage some of you whom
Satan has been telling that you are not good, that you are
not as good as the other Christians and he slanders you.
When Satan slandersthe person of God to himself, he gets
the child of God down by telling him lies. Paul is saying
to you, “You can’'t be lessthan | was.” It said he was a
murderer, akiller that killed Christians. The worst kind of
killer isthe one who kills Christians. He said, “You can’t
beworsethan | was and God cleansed me and gave methe
unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus.”

°And to make all men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the beginning of theworld hath
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
To the intent that now unto the principalities and pow-
ersin heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God.

So, then, you can see that what we are showing you
here is the church. The picture that you are looking at in
Revelation 12 is a picture of the church as a woman and
having the crown of the 12 stars, the 12 tribes of Israel.
God has given you aplacein Isragl that isin His Son.

Revelation 12:2, And she being with child cried,
travailingin birth, and pained to be delivered. Now, some
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of usare pregnant but we don’t
know it. God says that at the
end of time the church would be
pregnant with another church. He
said that He would call this church
“themanchild.” Every churchinthe
Bibletypology coming right ontothis
point has been described as a woman.
God istrying to tell usthat a changeis
coming and we must be prepared for this
change. Whenthe bridewent into the bride
chamber she came out as a different person
- not just the bride anymore, but Christ and
the bride in one.
Sometimes we look at the weakness of the
church because we are right in the midst of it.
When we see the weakness of the church it be-
comes so big before our eyesthat we cannot see the glory
of God which is hidden in the womb of the church. The
sufferings that we are going through at this time are the
sufferings of the travail of the woman before she brings
forth the child.
| angoingtolet youinonalittle secret and | trust that
you will no longer misunderstand this situation. God is
Life. GodisLife. Satan and death is death. Now, if you
will understand thisvery much, | want to explain it to you.
Life is absolutely contrary to and against the things that
wecall sinand death. Therefore, the Blood of Jesus Christ
istheLifeof God. Now, inorder to deliver theworld from
the throes of death, the stranglehold of death, we have to

apply Life.
If you do not have enough Life to address certain situ-
ations, you cannot overcome that situation. I'll tell you

why. There are certain strongholds that Satan has on the
world. The strongholds cannot be broken unlessyou have
the proportionate power of Life to destroy them.

| used to wonder why it was that there were certain
areas that always had accidents. When | was able to un-
derstand it, | realized that there were certain spirits that
were bound to certain places and they would come and
visit them, for that is how they would feed, by getting Life
or blood. To discharge those spirits or drive them away as
we saw down in verses 7 and 8, you have to have the pro-
portionate energy or Life or virtue to discharge them.

When | heard of Brother Gruver going around and re-
buking spirits from certain places and discharging them, |
did not understand what kind of work he was doing. But
then God began to show me that the woman with theissue
of blood came and grabbed His coat and as she did that,
virtue came out of Him. Life came out of Him to destroy
the power of death that wasin her (Mark 5:30). Thisisthe
reason why God said that you must love your life unto the
death.
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I had an experience with my sister-in-law where she
was sick with polio and she was dying and her body was
being contorted. | was praying and this angel cameto me
and began to lead me towards that hospital where she was
in order to heal her. When we got to a crossroads he sud-
denly stopped, turned back to me and said, “Who is going
to pay for this? When he said this, | was shocked mo-
mentarily and | quickly said, “I will.” At that moment |
felt that | had given up my life. Inthe vision, we went to
the hospital and when he pushed a shaft down into her, he
told me, “Now, you pushit.” | pushed it, “In the name of
Jesus Christ.” She leapt clean out of the bed. No more
polio.

| realized at that timethat if | did not havethe virtue or
the energy of God to do that job, | would take her place.
The demon would overcome me, also. You know, theLord
told metofast seven daysfor her and it wasin the midst of
the fast that this happened. In other words, spiritually
speaking, | did not have enough in my bank account in
heaven and He had me fast and pray and build up some
power that | would be able to do that job.

Therefore, we see that Paul, in teaching the Word of
God, told the brethren that they needed to climb up higher
inGod. “Wewrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
princes and palities of princes and spiritual wickednessin
high places.”

Remember the Word in Ephesians 5:16, Redeeming
thetime, becausethedaysareevil. Some of usforget that
weareliving inaspiritual realm andthat it isgetting MORE
spiritua. If anything happensto us, thefirst thing wethink
about isrushing off to thedoctor. | am not against doctors,
but | cantell you, brethren, if it were doctorsalone, | would
have been dead long ago. Moreover, wherewewereinthe
missionary work, for agreat part of our livesthereweren’t
doctors that we could go to. OuR BRETHREN HAVE GOT TO
BEGIN TO LEARN TO STAND UPON (GOD FOR THEIR SUBSI STENCE,
FOR THEIR DELIVERANCE, FOR THEIR EVERYTHING.

We go back to Revelation 12. Of course, | would like
you to ask questions on this very point, because | know
that | am not carrying out the whole thing. We don’t have
enough time for me to preach a
three hour sermon on the spir-
its. Verse 3 says, And there ap-
peared another wonder in
heaven; and behold a great red
dragon, having seven headsand
ten horns, and seven crowns
upon his heads.

Thelast thing we went through
waswhat thedragonwasand it isin
this chapter here that saysthe dragon
isSatan. | want you to understand how
the Word of God is written. It speaks of
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the dragon and when He says “the dragon,” Heis talking
not only about Satan but He is also talking about Satan’s
kingdom. Remember what we just read in Ephesians? It
said “principalities’ and “ powers” and “rulers of the dark-
nessof thisworld.” Pleaseunderstand, brethren, that when
the devil is going to fight you on a higher level, that heis
not any more setting astonefor you to stubb your toe upon.
When the devil isfighting you, heisnot only fighting you
on the level of the natural, he is fighting you also on the
level of the psychological, the spiritual and everything that
pertains to the mind.

When the devil approached Eve, Eve said that the devil
deceived her. Didyou ever realize that he actually hypno-
tized her, or put a spell over her to cause her to see some-
thing that was not real? Sometimes you hear something
and you believe something from what you hear, but you
were not hearing really what was said. You actually got a
conclusion that was not said. Remember the admonition
from God in Proverbs 4:23, Keep thy heart with all dili-
gence; for out of it are the issues of life. You have to
understand it. In verse 24, it says, Put away from thee a
froward mouth, and perverse lips put far from thee. It
shows you that the enemy worksin arealm where he even
getsyou to talk some things that are not convenient and to
even talk things that you don’'t absolutely believe but you
find yourself talking them.

Thisdemon, thisdevil, isworking now through people,
through different organi zations, even some church organi-
zations. Heisworking through them, heiswaorking through
government, he is working on your mind. Therefore, we
have to commit our mindsto God and not look at anything
that is going to turn our hearts to think carnally.

Revelation 12:3, And there appeared another wonder
in heaven; (Thisis clearly telling you that Satan isin the
church.) ...and behold a great red dragon, having seven
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.
| do not know if you understand that God is talking about
thedevil inthe church. 1 am going to proveit for you right
now. In the latter part of that verse it says, seven heads
and ten horns, and seven crowns upon hisheads. It said

that the dragon was in heaven,
but look at chapter 13. Let us
look at thefirst verse and we see
another dragon and this dragon
is out of the sea. And | stood
upon the sand of the sea, and
saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his horns ten
crowns, and upon his heads the
name of blasphemy.
Look at the difference. The dif-
ference between those beasts is the one
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with the seven crownsupon his
heads was the first beast. The
crowns or the power was upon
heads. Seethat? Thebeastin Rev-
elation 13 had seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his HORNS ten
crowns. What isthe difference there?
The heads mean the organizations. So,

we see a dragon with seven heads and
ten horns and the crowns which is the
power was upon his heads. But now, if the
heads represent the organizations, the horns
represent the men who are running the orga-
nizations.

So, in chapter 13 we seethe difference. Re-
member, that was a church beast, the one in
heaven, and this is the world beast. It saysit is
having seven organizations, which are the heads, and ten
men, and upon the MEN were the crowns. | want you to
seethat. In Revelation 13:2, And the beast which | saw
was like unto aleopard, and hisfeet were asthefeet of a
bear, and hismouth asthe mouth of alion: and thedragon
gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.

So, we see the beast isrising up in Europe. The Euro-
pean beast is going to have seven heads, or seven different
nations, or organization of nations. He is going to have
ten men, but the power will be in the hands of the men.

Now we go back to Revelation 12:3, And there ap-
peared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven headsand ten horns, and seven
crowns upon his heads.

It said that this beast, this dragon in the church, wasto
spoil the church. Yes. It wasto spoil the church, but God
had created a church that would move to a higher realm.
This is called the manchild church. Verse 5 tells us that
the woman church will not be destroyed. In other words,
the woman that was shut out from the wedding feast would
not be destroyed, but she would go through great tribula-
tion.

*And she brought forth a man child, who wastorule
all nationswith arod of iron: and her child was caught
up unto God, and to his throne. ®And the woman fled
into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hun-
dred and threescore days.

Thismeansthat thereisafinal battle coming between
the church, the sons of God, and Satan and all his king-
dom. Thisiswhat you call the battle of Armageddon. In
verse 7 God saysthat Heisgoing to give us help. We are
not going to fight him on thislevel at all. We are going to
have angelic help. So, we see that the battle of Armaged-
donisgoingto beaspiritua battle fought on alevel above
where the woman church lives. We get here like reading
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the back of the book, like read-
ing the end of the matter. In
verse8it says, And prevailed not;
neither wastheir place found any
more in heaven, in the church for
him. Praisebeto God, the church will
have no more place for Satan to tempt
or to disturb us and to give us tribula-
tion.

Let usbless God for verse 9. Andthe
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth
the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.
Wego downtoverse 14. Andtothewoman
were given two wings of a great eagle, that she
might flyinto thewilderness, into her place, where
sheisnourished for a time, and times, and half a time,

from the face of the serpent.

Praise God. | hope | have not tired you out tonight.
But you know the Word; in Matthew 24:39 we are told
that they “knew not.” They knew not until the flood came
down upon them and you wonder why the people of God
would not know that therewasaflood coming. What | am
saying isthe people, the average church person, isnot pre-
paring for any world-wide calamity that God is talking
about. The principalities and powers of darkness can only
be taught the manifold wisdom of God by the church
(Ephesians 3:10).

You must remember what the challengeisthat isagainst
us. The challenge is that Satan believes that he can de-
stroy us. Satan disdains the sons of God and he feel s that
we arelittle nothings. But blessed be God! | hopeto bea
part of those who finish him off in avery short time. God
has given us power over the power of the enemy and He
said that nothing shall by any meanshurt you (Luke 10:19).
Praise God! Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus.

Let us praise God for this great privilege that we have
been given, thisgreat fight that we are in, that we can suf-
fer in order to gain spiritual power. The scriptures say that
those who want to reign with Him must suffer with Him
and He tells that in order for a woman to bring forth a
child shemust travail. Thepointis, brethren, that the power
of God isthe power of Life. When the power of Life comes
into an area where there is death, then there must be suf-
fering. | would pray to God and we would pray to God,
“Oh God, blessme! Bless me!” What do you think you
are asking for? You ARE ASKING FOR THE POWER OF Gob,
BUT YOU ARE ALSO ASKING FOR SOME SUFFERING FOR THE
FLESH. Brethren, God has continually watered down Him-
self in order to deal with ug!

The powersof darknessareincreasing their power. The
scripture says that we overcame them. Now, if they in-
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crease their power and it is ordained for us to overcome
them, then we must also increase in power. The power of
God will destroy earthen vessels. We cannot do the job
unlesswe havetheLifeof theliving God inits purest form
inour beings. In Hebrews 11:40, we aretold that the saints
that have gone on before could not do a certain job and
that they are waiting on usto doit. “They without us can-
not be made perfect.” They are watching us and working
with usin order to receivethat, to see what we are doing to
deliver them.

We are talking about power against power. This is
what we call the battle of Armageddon. All thosethat are
in Christ Jesus, both those that arein the heavens and those
that arein earth, in Him, are being gathered with the saints
who are gone on before. The Scriptures describe it as
“Michael and his angels.” Michael and his angels repre-
sent the Kingdom of God, including us, fighting against
thekingdom of devils. Thefirst victory that we haveto do
in overcoming isto get the devil out of our kingdom. Praise
beto God. Hallelujah.

Questions & Answer Session:

Questioner: Brother duCille, you said that those who
died in Christ are waiting for their deliverance?

Brother duCille: Yes!

Questioner: So does it mean that after death, even
when the soul iswithout a body, it is possible to continue
the work of salvation, that we can still be overcoming?

Brother duCille: Not the work of salvation, but the
work of growth. They are not yet complete.

Questioner: Isn't salvation, in its entirety, the same
as deliverance?

Brother duCille: Salvation and overcoming are two
different things. After you are saved then you haveto over-
come different spiritual authorities. Itisvery clear in He-
brews 11:40.

Let me say something more on this question, because
there are probably many people listening who don’t un-
derstand what we are saying. There was not one man,
whether it be Peter, Paul, James,
or John, who was perfected be-
forehedied. Therefore, it means
that there were some spirits that
were not overcome by him or by
them. God saysthat thisgenera-
tion will completely destroy the
power of Satan from the church
and bring victory to the saintswho
have passed on before. That iswhat
verse 40 means.

We can see Hebrews 12:1 con-
tinuing the thought that they are with
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us in our warfare. Hebrews 12:1, Wherefore seeing we
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
racethat is set before us.

Questioner: Brother duCille, you were talking about
the beast with seven heads and ten horns. Arethese heads
seven organizations? Or seven nations?

Brother duCille: Yes, in Revelation 12:1, that first
part there represents the beast in the church and it repre-
sentsorganizations. Thereisabsolutely no doubt that where
it speaks about the woman and heaven, so it must be speak-
ing of the church and the heads would represent the orga-
nizations.

Now, in Chapter 13 you can seethat it i s speaking about
the beast coming up from the sea, which is the nations.
Therefore, it is not organizations that he is talking about
now, heistalking about nations, or it could also be politi-
cal individuals.

Questioner: Brother duCille, | remember that in Ja-
maicayou wereta king about the beast coming forth. There
were, at that time, five countries and they became six coun-
tries. According to the picture that we have from that beast:
the body is a leopard, the feet are the bear, the mouth of
the lion and so on. These countries, at the moment, are
called agroup of five plusone. That isAmerica, England,
France, Russia, Chinaplus Germany. Do you seeany con-
nection with that?

Brother duCille: Yes. | think that the sign for usis
when the organizations come to seven heads and ten horns.
That would be a sign for us that this is the time. But |
believe, God says, “ For nation shall rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom” (Matthew 24:7). Soitisgoing
to beawar in the next year that is going to mold them into
the picture that you see in Revelation. Does that answer
satisfactorily, brother?

Questioner: Yes.

Questioner: You said that we needed alevel of power
to be able to contend with the
spiritsthat we are facing now. |
amin school now and | know that
earlier when | went to Hungary,
theLordrevealed to methat | was
not going to finish my school.
Now it islike | don't even want
to go to the school any more. Itis
not anything in me anymore. So |
am looking, because | know that the
time is short, how am | really going
to face school and be prepared because
| am not the onethat isreally taking care
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of all my feesand thesethings,
because | want to forfeit the
school. | don’t know if you
would have any counsel for me.
Brother duCille: As a son of
God, you need to obey God. God by
His Spirit, is delivering us from alot
of things to have us in the right place
for the time to come. To make sure that
you are not deceived by any wrong
thoughts, you should call the elders before
you leave Prague and | et the elders come and
pray with you and God will give you the con-
firmation that it was He that was speaking to
you. That isthe advicethat | give.
Questioner: Thank you.

Questioner: Brother duCille, | would liketo ask you
concerning the type of ministry that Brother Gruver isdo-
ing, that he is delivering the certain places or areas from
the local spirits and what spiritual insight you have re-
ceived concerning this ministry.

Brother duCille: That man is working in an area of
the Spirit that most of the church is not even aware of.
The scripture speaks of redeeming the time for the days
areevil. We need to realize that we are paying for alot of
the evil that is around us, because we are disturbing them
and destroying them, so we have to pay a certain amount
spiritually to be able to do this kind of work.

Questioner: Brother duCille, | would like to ask you
about the spiritual battles that you once talked about. You
said that during the night in our dreamswe can go through
spiritual battles, especially about familiar spirits. Could
you please explain alittle bit about it?

Brother duCille: Well, spirits possess areas and they
strongly guard certain areas. When God wants to deliver
the people who are being held down in those areas, God
will stir up one of His children to go in there. When they
comeagainst you and you start to suffer, you wonder, “What
havel done?’ Yes. What you have doneisthat you arein
thearmy of the Lord and God isallowing you to suffer that
you might riseup and strikethe enemy. The spiritua beattle,
the ancestral, your whole family has been under certain
ancestral devils for a long time, from time immemorial.
At thistime, every ancestral devil must be destroyed. So,
God has to find somebody in your family to do it so that
they might be judged and cast into the pit.

Questioner: Thank you, Brother duCille, but | am
just going to ask another question. | have been going
through these night battlesfor yearsnow. For maybe eight
years, since the first member of my family passed away
and then some others. You know, | was just asking the
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Lord for how long? | just
thought for eight years and es-
pecialy when| get up at midnight

or early the morning | have such a
headache and so much pain in the
back of my neck. | would ask you,
haveyou ever had something likethat?

Do you know something about it?

Brother duCille: | see from knowl-

edge that you are not the first one in your

family. You must have had some family

before you who suffered like that. Isn't it
so?

Questioner: No. No.

Brother duCille: You don’'t know of them.

All right. What itis, isthat you will haveto over-

come those spirits. Beforeyou leave there, let the

elders pray for you and cast those spirits out and prevent

them from coming back to disturb you or hurt your body at

night.

Questioner: Amen. But | just add as the last thing
that these were four people, but | don’'t see these other
three any morein my dreams. Thereisonly onethat | am
from time to time seeing and dreaming.

Brother duCille: Let the elders put himinto the abyss
tonight.

Questioner: Thank you.

"%,
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Questioner: | have a question about one word that
came at the convention. It was saying that we need to
have the desires of the Lord. | know that | can receive the
mind of the Lord to have it transformed by reading the
Word of God. | know that | can work on my emotions by
fasting. But what about desires, how do | get the desires
of the Lord?

Brother duCille: You get the desires of the Lord be-
cause Jesus said that we will be like Him. You should
have a burning desire to be like Jesus Christ in al your
actions, in all your walk and in
al you do.

Questioner: So, how do |
get the desire to be like Him?

Brother duCille: Just read
the Scripturesand believeit. Be-
lievewhat it says, that we should
belike Jesus. Itisthewill of God
that He should walk in us, inside
of us and talk in us, so that all of
our talk and all of our operationsin
life would be in Him. If you don’t
have the desire, read the Word of God,
because God has said that salvation
cometh by hearing. -/
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AS Youmay recall, a couple months ago we sent
out a letter regarding the financial need of K.I.T.
and KT for Kids. wewould Like to testify that,
since that time, we have veceived an influx of gifts
from you that will cover the flnancial need that we have to publish and distribute
our 2002 publications.

We would Like to take this opportunity to express our complete appreciation to
each and every one of You for Your contributions. From our perspective, we are
quite humbled to see the generosity of the people of God. The size of the gift does
not wmatter as we are acutely awnre that, no watter the amownt, each and every
gift s a sacrifice. For this we humbly say from the depths of our hearts, thank
%M'

Awnother thought that we would Llike to share is our total appreciation for the
support of the Body. Without You, our endeavor to put forth the Kingdom mes-
sage would be tmpossible. n | Corinthians =, Paul talks about the function of the
Body and even though one may plant and another may water, it ts God Who
glves the increase. We see that it Ls not about who does what, but it Ls about Labor-
ing together to bring forth that expression of God that brings Him all the glory!
We are most thankeful to be able to co-labor with you and are grateful for all your
support. Your prayers arve vital to us!

We would also like to take this opportunity to give thanks to the Lord for His
foithfulness to meet our every need, both in the natweal and in the spiritual. It is
exciting to see the Lovd bringing the Body of Christ together tn this hour and we
pray that all honor and glory would be unto Him! May the Lord truly bless each
and every one of You,

The Keeplng n Touch staff
The K.I.T. for Kids staff
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v Book Nook

by Kate Trotter

Ten P’s in a Pocl | Q

written by Arnold Pent I

Thereisaspecific desire that God has for usto know HisWord, to abide in Him and for Christ to be in us, shining
forth that hope of glory. Asl began to read this book, | was delighted to find that the testimony of this family focused
onjust that. Itisn't often that | can find a story about an entire family serving the Lord together as a unit. So often, |
only seeasmall portion of the family with the vision and working to further it. | found this book through Vision Forum
and | thoroughly appreciate their efforts to bring forth books that are worthy of my time.

The Pent family, numbering ten members, were atraveling family ministry. Mr. Pent was quite avisionary fellow
and was highly motivated to preach the gospel anywhere that he would be received. He gathered hiswife and children
around him and bought afew carsto hold them all as he drove them across the entire country and into Canada, holding
meetings everywhere they stopped. People thought of them as an amazing novelty, because not only were they an
entire family traveling about on faith alone, but they a so were homeschooling their children whilethey did it. During
the 1940s and 50s, homeschooling was almost unheard of and thisfamily had to be very creative when they began their
journey into this unknown territory.

In opening the pages of this book, | was aware that this family was similar to the family in Cheaper by the Dozen,
for which | had a dightly distasteful opinion. | watched the old movie that had been made about that family and the
feeling | came away with was that the children did not respect or appreciate their father. That may have been largely
dueto Hollywood's artistic license, but just the same, | was hoping that the Pent family would impressmein an entirely
different manner. | believethey didjust that! The book waswritten by one of the children during hisearly twentiesand
he wrote based on hisjournals that he kept during his teenage years. There was such agreat admiration and respect for
his parents that showed through in everything he wrote. 1t was plain to see that the children, even imperfect children
who had to deal with their own attitude problems, had embraced their father’s vision and pursued it alongside him with
their whole hearts. Thisissomething that | would love to see working throughout the Body of Christ! It wasrefreshing
to read this story and feel the beautiful attitude coming forth from its pages.

The most important aspect of it al isfound in the main focus of thisfamily. Their desire wasto promote the Word
of God. They wanted everyone they met to be influenced and encouraged to spend more time reading their Bibles. A
brief quote from the young man sums up their purposein life quite nicely: “You and your children may be making good
money, providing for the family, and enjoying agood social standing in the community. 1f you professto be aChristian
and you accomplish only this, you are like clouds without water and wind without rain when it comes to giving the
world awitness of Christ - or even your neighbor. The Bible till says, *What shall it profit aman if he gain the whole
world and lose hisown life? A lifethat is not invested for the glory of Christ is profitless and adismal failure. Itisa
life that loses its golden opportunity to spend recklessly the unlimited treasures of God's love, hope, and grace, ‘In
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3).”

Personally, | found this young man’s perspective very exciting and encouraging. | did not even imagine that it
could be possibleto spend the amount of timein theWord that thisfamily invested. | was provoked to work harder with
my children to get them to put forth the effort to read more of the Bible, and | was
put to shame when | compared the amount of time that | was spending with that
which this family was able to do. It is my heart’s desire to see my little family
begin to soak up the life of God even more now that we have read this testimony.
Even though you don’'t have to read the book to be pricked to spend more time
reading your Bible, this story will definitely give you areadl life picture of those
who have truly given themselvesto taking in the Word of God and will be a great
blessing to read to your children. >/ | -
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She Unbimited

God isso good to us. The Word says that the goodness of God |eads men to repen-
tance (Romans 2:4). | think that the greatest capacity we haveisthe capacity to repent.
If there is anything that we ought to do in our life, | think that is what we ought to am
to do.

I have been meditating on some thoughts over the past couple weeks or so. | just
marvel at the goodness of God and His ability to save to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25).
Even more special is that He has a particular interest in you and me on an individual
basis. You know, Heisinterested in humanity asawhole, but thereisadynamicin Him
that is a bottomless capacity of Histime, His thought, and His love to interact with us
on an individual basis. | appreciate that very, very much.

We weretalking about the mercy of God in the prison this morning, and the fact that
He pours out His mercy upon us - because every one of usisafailure. We are flawed.
We areimperfect. Standing by ourselveswe would never makeit - except for the mercy
of God. | suppose that maybe it is by revelation that we understand that. | mean, we
canread it on the page, read it in the Bible, but, at least for me, it has been by revelation
in conjunction with some sort of circumstance where | was at the complete and total
mercy of the circumstance. Do you understand what | am saying? The only way out of
the circumstance was to humble myself and walk the line. You know, | thank God,
because in the midst of it, as | have received mercy, | have been given the capacity to
givemercy. God desiresthat when we look at humanity we don’t just see the outward
manifestation of the wrong, but we begin to sense some word, some means by which to
deliver something to them that gives them the liberty to be free from that which is
keeping them from the Father.

Oneof thethingsthat | believeisvery pertinent right now isthat wearelivinginthe

Keeping in Touch July 2008




A

dispensation of the Body. Not that we are going to be, but that we ar e in the dispensa-
tion of the Body. | think what made that very apparent to me was when we recently
went to Phoenix, Arizona, to attend afuneral and God gave me aword for the circum-
stance. Because of the dynamics of the individualsinvolved and because of wherethey
are and where they are not, | didn’t have the opportunity to deliver the word, but what
it brought home to me was that God is placing the components there so that when the
whole of the Body comes together, the ebb and the flow will be unimpeded, unhin-
dered. Itisamarvelousthing, but thereisacatchtoit. | suppose the catch isthat we
must really have exercised the inner man to hearing and knowing what the voice of God
is saying, because whether we live or die is going to hang solely on obedience to the
Holy Ghost.

You know, | don’t really watch the news or keep adaily tab on what isgoing onin
the world, but my personal feeling is that we are on the brink of our way of life being
completely turned upside-down. What we have had and what we have known is going
to be drained out and emptied in amoment of time. One of the thingsthat isgoing to be
vital to usisto have one another. Itisgoing to be asource of salvation for usso that in
the midst of the tribulation, the bond of the love of God is forged. You know what |
mean? The Scripture says, but the greatest of these is charity, the love of God (I
Corinthians 13:13).

Let's go over to Romans 5, starting in verse 1. Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2By whom also we have
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. *And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; “And patience, experience; and experience, hope: >And hope maketh
not ashamed; because thelove of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us. ®For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ
died for theungodly. ‘For scarcely for arighteous man will onedie: yet peradventure
for a good man some would even dare to die. 8But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

You know, there is an underlying principle here. It says, “ God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners...” so God did something for us
while we were till in a state of ignorance and had no awareness of God and God's
purpose. We became the recipient of an action that was extended to usfreely. Correct?
Now, how many of you can testify of the nature of being ataker? Constantly there,
right? “Oh, good dedl, it'sfree! | don't have to pay anything.”

Turnyour Bible now over to 1 John 4.7. Beloved, let uslove oneancther: for love
isof God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

By the way, the word is agape, so it islove that can only come from God.

8He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God islove. °I n thiswas manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him. *®Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. “Beloved, if God so

Keeping in Touch July 2008



loved us, we ought also to love one another.

What | seein my mind when | read this passage is that God has set the example of
what loveis. Do you understand? God didn’t just say, “I loveyou,” and then left it at
that. He said, “I love you,” and demonstrated that love by sending us Jesus Christ,
Who, in turn, gave Hislife so that we could have access to God atogether. Right? So,
He set an example and He not only set an example, but He set a precedent. So, if God
so loved us, Heis saying that we ought also to |ove one another.

It isnot enough for usto say, “Brother, | loveyou.” That love must also be demon-
strated in action. Now, it isnot that you and | go out and do some kind of work for one
another, but it isalove that is directed by the Holy Ghost, because some need in your
life can only be specificaly fulfilled by the means which God has given me to fulfill.

Thewhole operation of God is moving from the external to theinternal. The Scrip-
ture saysthat for atime and a season we are under tutors and governors (Galatians 4:2).
Brother Emekawas talking about the external law in hishomethat said “you must go to
church.” To some extent we have that propensity. We come to church perhaps because
that iswhat we are supposed to do. Maybe for some of usit isbecause we haveto. I'm
sure some of my kidswould opt out if they had the choice. (I am speaking from expe-
rience.) When | was a child | thought as a child, | behaved as a child (I Corinthians
13:11). But, you see, God is now in the time where external governing is no longer
sufficient, but that which isto govern you and me must come from inside and He gave
us the initial deposit for that governing to happen. It says that you have received the
baptism of the Holy Ghost which is the earnest of your inheritance (Ephesians 1:14).

If you want to read a good pick-me-up Scripture, read Isaiah 55, for He says, a
people that hath not been my people is going to be my people (verse 5). It goes down
and says, for my thoughtsare not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
theLord (verse 8). You know, if thereis ever atime, now is the time when that scrip-
ture is going to be most applicable.

Here again we were talking in the prison about the necessity of having the Holy
Ghost, but more importantly, the necessity of obeying the Holy Ghost. Obeying the
Holy Ghost is going to be our safety. You know, we all have adaily routine. We have
a weekly routine. We have a monthly routine. In doing the routine we create habit.
Sometimes you could almost close your eyes and go about your routine without mis-
take. Hallelujah. Because of that trait in humanity, sometimes the Holy Ghost comes
to you and whispers something in your ear that is outside of your routine. Sometimes
there is something that God sees that He needs us to be in a certain place at a certain
time in order for Him to accomplish what He is saying. Sometimesit is for our own
safety, or perhapsit isthat what you have needs to be interjected into somebody else’s
life. Hallelujah.

Thereis something there, aquality of life, acapacity to bethat isgreater than where
| am now that will supersede and transcend everything that we have known to be called
God in church, an existence and aliving that is technologically so far advanced above
the fastest computer that thereis.
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| don’t know what transpires in your life, but in moments during my routine, the
breath of God blows on me and | get a glimpse. It comesinasong or | read it in a
Scripture and something lifts me up for amoment out of the realm of my circumstance
and thereis ahope that is birthed inside of me that tells me that | have been created for
something extremely special. Oh, hallelujah. It also tellsmethat | am part of abigger
picture and that what | see in Mahomet, what | see in my fellowship, is just a part
because there is a working of God, there is a government of God that is being estab-
lished in the hearts of men and women. Asweyield ourselvesto that blowing, thereis
acapacity that is being created within usto be able to do, becauseit is the Word of God
that we need and that we must have.

The Bible saysthat My word abideth forever. | Peter 1:23 says, Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever. My Word abideth for ever! Matthew 5:18 says, For verily | say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all befulfilled. When God speaks, the Word goes forth and fully completesthe
entire thought that He was thinking about (Isaiah 55:11). When we speak it comes out
and most of thetimeit goesto the ground. So, compare your inability to do, think about
your incapacity to be, and then think about God’s everything and all of that every-
thing isinside of you. When He thinks and when He speaks and the Word is delivered
to you, not only does it make you and give you the substance and the strength, but it
gives you the wherewithal by which to speak the Word in passing to whatever circum-
stance or environment. It is nothing but the Word of God that is going to be able to
sustain usin the days to come.

Doyou ever marvel at the Bible? It says, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4). Now, when you
look at the word word in the Greek it saysrhema. That is interesting because most of
the time in the Greek word islogos.

Logosis the beginning stages of the word and

rhema is the finished manifestation of the logos.

So, man isto live by the “rhema,” which means that we have the ability to see the
end, the finished product, even as God sees it when He looks at us while we are yet
unfinished. A lot of timeswelook at thelogos part of it. We seethelogos. Thischurch
building in Mahomet is yet |ogos, because the rhema of it isyet to become. The fulfill-
ment, the manifestation, the embodiment of what God said was going to beis yet to be
made manifest before us in completion. Hallelujah.

Oh, | thank God. | thank God for His goodness. | thank God and you know, the
beauty of it al isthat it breaks down so simple. Brother Gruver says it is the thing
between your ears and the top of your head that always gets in the way, whether it is
intellectually, whether it is religiously, or whether it is just plain old carnality. When
those things begin to move out of the way because of the Word of God, the simplicity of
God beginsto shine forth and it is so simple. Hallelujah. Praisethe Lord. God bless
you. 3/
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| have the pleasure of writing this time about a couple
from Prague, Czech Republic. They had been here in
Mahomet for almost amonth at thetimel interviewed them
and it sounded like they were very glad that they had come!
Their namesare Vit and JanaKebrdle. Brother Vitisquiet
and soft-spoken with a smile that lights up hiswhole face.
Sister Jana has a gentle smile to accompany her reserved
manner. In Prague, they arethe oneswho record the meet-
ings and distribute tapes. | enjoyed getting to know them
better as we sat around our living room and talked. It in-
spiresmeto hear other’stestimonies and to seethat Godis
very real and isin the business of bringing peopleto Him.

Thefirst question | asked themishow it happened that
they came to be here. Vit responded by saying that they
had been thinking of coming for awhile but it was at the
beginning of this year that they decided to come. They
wanted to work at First Fruit's farm. He also spoke of
wanting to visit the different people from here that they
had met at conferencesin Prague. He also mentioned their
desire to experience a different spiritual environment.

| wondered if the Lord had been speaking to them about
anything since they had been here and Vit responded that
when he first began working at the farm, He was expect-
ing God to speak to him and during those work days, he
said, “I realized the Lord was talking about cleansing and
purifying, to putit ssmply.” Shortly after this, the message
from Brother Campbell came and it was a similar topic.
Then there was the gathering of the solemn assembly here
in Mahomet and it had the same theme. Vit said that God
was saying He wants us to get rid of the things that are
wrong, that are making us further from the Lord, that area
burdentous. It wasachallengeto usto change and modify
our walk with God and come closer to Him.

| really wanted to know Vit and Jana's individual tes-
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timonies of salvation so Vit started by telling that he lived
without the Lord for a long time - he had lived without
Him longer than with Him. He had been looking for truth
for along time. He said, “Looking back, | can see how
God was dealing with me and leading me my whole life.”
Hefirst heard about the L ord at work through Sister Milena,
anolder sister inthefellowshipin Prague. ShewasaChris-
tian and Vit said, “I would talk to her about God and had
spiritual conversationswith her. A few yearswent by like
this.” Theturning point camewhen he borrowed themovie,
“Jesus,” from Kamil. He shared, “ At the end of the movie
thereisasinner’s prayer and an admonishment to pray to
God and | realized that thiswastruth and | wanted to change
my life. So | prayed and received the Lord as my Sav-
iour.” Milenatalked to him about the fellowship in Czech
and finally he came to a conference in Prague in the year
2000 and was baptized. Praise the Lord!

| asked him, “Do you feel that there has been a dra-
matic changein your life since you came to know Jesus?’
Hereplied, “When | look back B.C.” (he smiled ashe said
this - it means Before Christ), “it is for sure that my life
has changed dramatically! | would be living somewhere
else not for God. It isnot like | had big problemsin my
life before, like alcohol or drugs, but if | had missed God,
I would be in amuch different place, even though | didn’t
do those bad things.”

Next came Jana s turn. She was born again when she
was 14 yearsold. It happened likethis. Shehad just started
the first week of high school and a friend of hersinvited
her to agathering. The friend said, “Just come with me.”
When she went, the people were all sitting in acircle and
asshelistened tothetalk sherealized, “ Oh, they are Chris-
tians!” Jana said, “1 had imagined Christians were like
old ladies, like in a Catholic Church, always saying what
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you can or cannot do. But these were normal people!”
She started to go to the gatherings because she said, “I
want it, too.” Janatold me her character is such that God
needsto kick her sometimes. | figured she meant she was
hard-headed - not such an uncommon malady! Anyway,
she was watching a Christian channel on TV one day. A
minister was speaking and at theend, they prayed asinner’s
prayer and Jana said, “I did, too!” Sherelated, “ The next
day | went to school, and before it started, | met with the
other Christians. One of them cametomeand| said, * Guess
what’'s new!” He said, ‘You received Christ as your Sav-
iour.” | said, ‘How can you tell? And he replied, ‘I can
tell by your eyes’” Amen!

Vit and Jana also wanted to tell me how the Lord
brought them together in marriage and | thought, “Thisis
great! | love to hear how God does marriages His way!”
Jana began this testimony by telling us, “In the spring of
2003, | wastelling God that | would wait for the only and
trueone. | prayed that God would speak to me before the
man came and talked to me. God said to me, ‘It could be
thetimenow.” Sothen | thought it meant that it would still
take awhile.” Then the Czech conference in the summer
of 2003 came and during that conference, God was deliv-
ering alot of people. There was an altar call near the be-
ginning of the conference and an invitation
for whoever wanted prayer to come
up. Jana said, “I came up and
Brother Burt prayed against the
spirit of fear. Nothing dra-
matic happened - | just
went up, was prayed for
and went back to my
chair. But the sec-
ond day | could see
the change. | think
God has a sense of
humor. | had said be-
forehand that | was
not going to deal
with relationships
thisconference. But
everywhere | went, |
was meeting Vit. He
wasjust thereall thetime.
| told God, ‘I don’t want it!’
Then they prayed for me.”
The same day as the prayer, in
the afternoon, the message was very
serious and afterwards Jana said she wanted
to find a place to be alone so she could talk to God and
pray. She couldn’t find a place, so decided to go into the
woods for awalk. On the way back, she says, “I met Vit.
It was so like him. He just came and looked at me and
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gave me a handful of raspberries that he had picked and
then walked away.” At this point, Vit interjected by say-
ing, “I’ll explain about the raspberrieslater!” Jana stayed
with Ivonafor aweek in Prague after the conference - she
was living in Moravia at the time. She felt very aone
there, but was praying about and having to deal with
whether she was supposed to move to Prague or not and
during that time, God spoke that it was His will to move.
Then she began to pray, “Lord, now what do | do with that
guy, Vit?" God replied, “He is the true and only one.”
Jana said, “1 was fighting for awhile but | finally said, ‘I
receiveit,” and God gave me great peace. Sothen| waited
for Vit to cometo me. Therewere afew daysthat wewere
working together at the farm in Tursko, but nothing was
happening. | said, ‘OK, God, I'll just wait.” Then Vit
came and said, ‘ Can we meet together? We talked about
what the L ord had been speaking to usand it wasthe same.
Since then, we have been together!”
| said next, “Now, about those raspberries...?” Vit
smiled as hereplied, “I will add the missing pieces to the
puzzle to make the whole picture!” Hewent on, “The day
we met in the woods, | was aso looking for a place to be
alone with God. | thought, ‘1 am going to go to the top of
ahill I havegonetointhepast.” When | wasamost to the
top, God spoke to meto go back. | didn’t want
to go back; | had it in my mind to go
tothetop. Sol wasasking, ‘What
do you mean, God? He told
me, ‘Go back and you will
meet your wife” He also
told me her name. Part
of my will still wanted
togoupthat hill but |
received the word
from the Lord. |
thought, ‘If God has
appointed this meet-
ing, | shouldn’t meet
her empty-handed.’
So on the way back, |
picked some raspber-
ries. | met her as we
were both coming back
and so | gave her the rasp-
berries. | prayed and said to
God, ‘If it is God's will, 1 will
wait until after the conference to
talk to her about it.” So finally we met

in Tursko.”

God'stiming is always exactly right, isn't it? He
is such a magnificent, awesome God! | thanked Vit and
Janafor meeting with me and they went on their way while
| headed for the computer to put in what | had heard. 3/
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* = * s Stanley and Stephavie Raiser
* (Cerry Swith's daughter and son~

in—law) welcomed Lameron Elise
on c/f(ay 214, 2008, at 12:39pm.
* She weig/iec/ 7bs. /403. and was

_ \ * 20% inches long. 5very0ue i3

' Hti doing wonderfully. Chak You,
. i * x ?e;m—.f.’

Adachubwu Michelle Osaji was # '# | - =
born to Cmeba and Ona on * :
c/f(ay 244, 2008, at /03p.m. %
She was 21 inches long aod |
weighed 8lbs. 1103 To God be
the glory./ Mother and /aug/i{er *

are in great ;%ape.
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" i on ¢ Qavid and Rristi Wickbold

# < @ fad a girl!!  cAbigail Rristina
,‘1 was born June 17% 2008, af
. 756am. She is 20 inches long
> B }j and a whopping bs. 1203

y ﬂ{ :a Mowmy and baby are both do-

ing well.

Keeping in Touch 18 July 2008

%

.
S
93
i
=5




It was four
o'clock in the
morning of Septem-
ber 7", 2007. Thelight
of the night light gently
showed theway as| walked
from my daughters' bedroom
into the kitchen. All of a sud-
den, the Lord dropped the answer
into my heart to aquestion | had had
before Him for two weeks. | knew with-
out a shadow of a doubt that | had heard
the voice of my Father in Heaven. | knew
that what | had heard was a sufficient answer.
The phrase was, “His ways past finding out.”

Two weeks prior to this, the children and | had
come home after abusy Friday. It had been avery ordi-
nary day until Anna, my oldest, being nine years old, be-
gan to complain of painin her shoulder. We thought she
had just strained something, though when we questioned
her, she had not really done anything strenuous. The pain
continued the following days, moving to the other shoul-
der, her arms and face. | asked the Lord, “What is this?
What isgoing on with her?” | knew there was something
going on that was abnormal and we needed to find out
what it was. Our family doctor did x-rays of the area and
then wanted to wait several days to see what happened.
He didn't know what it was and then recommended doing
onetest that we didn’t feel comfortable with. After that, |
called Anna shematol ogist/oncologist. Annahad had Leu-
kemiain the past and we had avery good relationship with
her doctor. Annawas having fevers now, too, and | had a
strong feeling that we needed to have blood tests done and
| knew that he would doit. The thought never crossed my
mind that Annamay have cancer again. | thought it would

Keeping in Touch

19

be some welird virusin her muscles or something else odd
that she was susceptible to. In the early morning before
her appointment with the oncol ogist was when God spoke
to me so clearly, “Hisways past finding out.”
| just about forgot about this word in the hustle and
bustle of getting ready to go to the doctor. They did her
lab work and the doctor came back with the report that
he could see Leukemiain her blood. | wasin total dis-
belief. | just could not believe it. | questioned him
about it. Hisreply wasthat there was no doubt - it was
there. | stared out the window of his office - the view
isetched in my memory - as he explained to mewhat
they wanted to do for treatment. On the outside
| probably looked like | handled it well, but
on the inside | was torn up. There were
SO many questions in my heart and a
huge, dead weight in the pit of my
stomach. | wasvery familiar with
thetreatment; | knew what was
coming for Anna and |
dreaded it. Asl talked on
the phone to Charles
and Dad and Mom,
the Lord reminded
me, “His ways
past finding
out.” It was
enough. |
was com-
forted
that

God
knew exactly
what He was do-
ing and had told me be-
even knew all the physi-
tails. Annawas admitted to the hospital that same day and
it was very necessary, as she had gotten much sicker and
was in much more pain just in several hours. Eveninthe
timing of that appointment, God's timing was perfect.
Romans 11:33-36 says, O the depth of therichesboth
of thewisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable
are hisjudgments, and his ways past finding out! *For
who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been
his counsellor? *Or who hath first given to him, and it
shall berecompensed unto him again? **For of him, and
through him, and to him, areall things: towhom beglory
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for ever. Amen. This entire passage was the direct word
of the Lord to me. He was saying that Annawas not mine
but His and who was | to say it was not right or wasn't
supposed to happen? | cannot describe the battle in my
mind, where everything within me was
screaming, “ This can’'t be happening, Anna
was supposed to be healed; how could God
dothisto her, tous?” And sincethereisno
whereinthisworldto find comfort, | turned
to the Lord and He was always there. He
said there is a depth of richesin this situa-
tion. Hesaid Hiswaysare past finding out.
He said who has ever understood His ways
or told Him what to do? He reminded me
that | had given Annato Him and that much
would be returned to me. He said that ev-
erything, everything, wasof HIM! ToHim
beglory forever and ever. What more could
| say? Especialy when He made me remember the prom-
ise He gave me when Anna was three years old and the
Leukemia had come the first time, This sickness is not
unto death but for the glory of God (John 11:4). Two
days before Anna's rel apse was discovered, Dad was go-
ing to read the Bible to Annain our living room and she
desired to read the story of Lazarus, where that verse is
found. She believes God!

Thedaysimmediately following the relapse were very
hard. The concentration of Leukemia cells in the bone
marrow caused Anna pain and made her unable to move
very well. The doctors did give her enough pain medica-
tion so she was comfortable, but it was so hard to see her
so immobile and feeling poorly. Four days after being
admitted to the hospital, she had a central line surgically
put in and an individualized chemotherapy plan was started.
The goal was that the cancer would be in remission at the
end of 28 days. A few days after chemo was started, the
pain decreased and Anna felt well enough to walk in the
halls and get abath in atub. After spending many daysin
the hospital, there came a day where Annawas feeling so
well, we asked permission of the nurses to go outside for
awhile. The weather was beautiful that day and Annaand
| had a great time walking outside for about half an hour.
Remembering that time and how absolutely wonderful it
wasto get outside makes me so thankful to the Lord for all
the simple things that we take for granted.

We were in the hospital about two weeks, then came
home and went in every day to the clinic for about seven
hours for treatment. After being home for 10 days, bad
nausea and uncontrollable pain in her tummy forced usto
return to being inpatient. These days in and out of the
hospital were stressful. Charles was working during the
day, but slept with her overnight and the other children
were being cared for mostly by my parents and then by my

Keeping in Touch

Sepfméw 14% 2007

20

sister, Karen, who took them to her home in Michigan. |
was about 6 %2 months pregnant at the time, so that made it
more difficult, too. | am unable to expressin words how
totally hard those four weekswere. Just thinking over again
about the whol e thing brings back the feel -
ings of despair, of being so out of control
of everything, of being so overwhelmed and
unable to do what fell on my shoulders to
do. It wastough to spend hourswith Anna,
to see her hurting, to try to cheer her up
and be happy for her when wefelt like cry-
ing. BUT, in the midst of it all, the Lord
was faithful. Even though | knew what
treatment had been like before, this was a
whole new experience. Each day waslike
stepping off the end of aplank that was ex-
tended out over a canyon. | had no idea
what would happen. | was stepping off the
plank into something unknown, something | sensed was
big and deep. All | could stand on wasfaith in God. And
as| stepped, the Lord would hold me up, He would extend
the plank so that each step was on firm ground. | never
fell into the cavern because God wasthere! He will never
leave me nor forsake me. He will never leave you, nor
forsake you.

God spoke to me about butterflies during that time.
Anna was given severa different cards and pictures that
had butterflies on them. | am sure that the givers did not
get together and plan that they all would send her butter-
flies! ItwasGod! Butterfliesare beautiful, they aretrans-
formed, and they are not slow caterpillars anymore. The
caterpillar rollsup in the chrysalisand seemsto die, butin
the exact right time, life comes forth - a very beautiful
butterfly that can fly up in the sky, above the earth. 1t was
a symbol of what God was doing for Anna - | believed
God was planning, in His time, to bring beautiful life out
of the thing that looked like death. The exciting part was
that the Lord said it would not be just Anna’s victory, but
asthe Body of Christ rose up, it would be everyone'svic-
tory! | wasstrengthened every timel looked up at thewall
of the hospital room and saw those big, beautifully col-
ored butterflies taped on the wall, saw them stuck on the
window, printed on the gift bag on the table and even fly-
ing in one of the videos Anna watched.

Annaand | had a situation where she was given some
anti-nausea medicine. This particular medicine made her
very agitated off and on for about four hours. She was
ableto explain to me how shefelt, an awful feeling - | can
only imagine, and | prayed for her. We rebuked the devil
and Annadid, too. Sheand | asked for Jesus” help and the
Blood of Jesus to be over her. Then cam would come.
But in alittle while, Annawould look at me and | would
seethefear in her eyes again and she would tell meit was




coming again and | would pray and intercede for her. We
had power over the power of that drug! We read all of
John 14, but especialy verse 27, Peace | leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not asthe world giveth, givel
unto you. Let not your heart betroubled, neither let it be
afraid. Finally, the effects of the medication wore off and
Annawasnormal again! | waselated that there was power
in the Blood and that the Lord moved on our behalf, but |
was spiritually, emotionally and physically drained. BUT,
| went home that night and | woke up strengthened by the
Lord for the next day. Heisgood to us!

All thewhile, God's main thrust to mewasto put Anna
onthe atar. | thought I had submitted Anna'slifeto Him
years ago, but He showed me that | really was not laying
everything down before Him. Did | really trust that He
was in control? | found out through one situation how
NOT in control | was. | wanted to stop this certain medi-
cation that 1 saw no reason she should have so that we
could go home. | was so anxiousto go home, aswasAnna.
The days went by and we still could not go home because
of this medicine. | talked to the doctor and he said she
absolutely must have this medicine. | was so depressed,
but the Lord so sweetly reminded me that if | would lay
down my desires and my will, He would give me peace.
After much struggle that day, | could finally say, “OK, |
surrender my lifeand Anna’'slifeand all our circumstances
to You, Lord. Do what You want.” It was still just as
difficult to beinthe hospital, but | was not rebelling against
it any longer and because of that, it was easier. Therewas
a Sunday morning at fellowship where we sang, “Come
unto me, you all who are heavy laden, and | will, saysthe
Lord, I will surely giveyou rest.” | waslearning to relin-
quish my desire to control and give it to Him.
Where else could | find rest, but in Jesus Christ?
Thehospital surely couldn’t, nor could the nurses,
not even the doctor. Think about it, dear readers,
and submit your way unto Him, because He is
well able to take care of al your troubles.

At the beginning of our time at the hospital,
we started a page online wherewewould post
updates about us. What | wrote on Octo-
ber 4" shows my heart at that timeand |
will quote it here. “We do not know
when shewill comehomeagain. Those
of you who have seen Facing The Gi-
ants know about the team and how
Coach Taylor said, ‘“When we win, we
praise Him and when we lose, we will
praiseHim.” | amlearning tojust completely
put me and my daughter into God’s hands. When things
seem good, we praise Him, BUT also, when things don’t
go as we want, we must praise Him. Dad was sharing
with me today about the verse in James 1:8 that says, A
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double-minded man isunstable in all hisways. If | only
praise the Lord when good happens and get upset or bitter
because | perceive that something bad has happened, then
| am double-minded. It saysin the previousverse, For let
not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the
Lord. | am encouraged to keep praising Him, no matter
what, and laying down on the atar all the things that pop
up that make me want to scream and say, ‘I can’t handle
thisanymore!’ | tell you, itisreally hard. My normal life
isgone, my other children have been goneand | have been
looking at small, four-walled hospital rooms for about a
month. Then the hardest part of al is watching my child
get sicker and have so many upsand downs. | fall back on
my origina promise that God gave me, ‘His ways past
finding out.” | trust you al are learning some lessons
through this, too, and coming closer and closer to the Lord
through the things we don’t understand, especially why a
child has to suffer so much and for so long.”

After Annawent inpatient at the local hospital again, |
was much more peaceful with being there. Looking back,
| believe God just ministered peace to me considering how
tired | was of being at the hospital. You know, the Holy
Spirit really doescomeinlikeadove, inastill, small voice,
inaway that you and | don’'t even realize at the moment.
It isin looking back and reviewing again what happened
that | see the hand of God upon every circumstance. | was
able, by the grace of God, to lay Anna on the atar. Her
hospital bed was that altar and when God chose to, He
would move her. | thought about Abraham quite abit dur-
ing our time at the hospital. At thispoint, it waslikewhen
the Lord had him sacrifice Isaac. | had to put Anna com-
pletely on the altar and | knew that He would raise her up
in His time (Hebrews 11:17-19). | could look
back and think that the doctor should have done
a better job that could have prevented Anna's
situation from getting worse, but the Lord was
in control. He could havetold any of us by His
Holy Spirit that things were not as they should
be, but Hedidn't. Heissovereignand | wouldn’t
have traded His way for any other way.

So, Anna was in with severe nausea and
tummy pain on aWednesday. Thursday and Fri-
day she had enough pain medication that she
seemed OK, shejust couldn’t eat or drink. Sat-

urday shefelt worse and she was given an anti-nausea
drug that made her very dizzy and very sleepy. That
night, after Charles came, | was extremely reluctant to
leave her - | sensed something was wrong and yet |
couldn’t put my finger on anything specific. | told the
night nurse, “Please watch her close tonight. Something
isn't right.” It was so hard to leave her. | repeat, it was
extremely difficult to leave her that night but | went home
and went to bed. | kept having pictures or visionsin my
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mind of her laying in intensive care with all the tubes and
wires al over and everything. In the midst of this, the
Lord gave me the sweetest peace and | just KNEW she
was in God's hands - no one could take better care of her
than He could. Hewould never leave her nor forsake her,
even when | was forced to not be with her. 1 fell into a
sound sleep but the Lord woke me up in the middle of the
night, just praying for her. _

The Lord had been preparing ‘2)3 N
me for what happened next.  ’°

About 8:00 on Sunday morn-
ing, Charles called me, wak-
ing me up with the news that
Anna had been taken to ICU
about 4am with an elevated
heart rate and falling blood
pressure. She was stabilized
and was being flown by heli-
copter up to Children’'s Me-
morial Hospital in Chicago A
where she had been treated in &)@

the past. Even though it was '

hard to hear, | was not shocked or surprised and | wasthank-
ful for the full night of sleep | had gotten, for my sake and
for our unborn baby. Charles came home soon, we gath-
ered up things we would need for alengthy stay and leav-
ing Caroline, Jonathan and Asher, not knowing when we
would see them again, drove up to Chicago.

When we got to Children’s Hospital, Anna was pretty
drugged up, but she was able to squeeze my hand, shake
her head yes and no and smile as much as she could with
tape al over her face holding on breathing tubes and stuff.
She had a peace that passes understanding. | talked to her
about Jesus being with her and she nodded her head re-
peatedly while | talked to her.

Anna sdiagnosiswas Typhlitis, aninflamed, thickened
large intestine. It usually only happens to people who are
in the induction phase of treatment for Leukemia, which
Anna was. It caused her tummy to swell up hugely. |
cannot begin to describe her physical condition, the pain,
the difficulty of breathing, the effects of medication, the
tests they had to do and the so many tubes and wires com-
ing out of her body. She had at least one, sometimes two
nurses taking care of her full time. Sufficeit to say that it
was horrible enough and got so much worse that in four
days they were forced to give her paralyzing medication,
high doses of narcotic pain and sedation medicine and have
all her breathing done by machine. Obviously, she could
not respond to us at all at thispoint. Annawasin adesper-
ately serious situation. This happened on October 12,
Charles and my 11" anniversary. It had been five weeks
since the diagnosis of relapse and was exactly six weeks
until my due date. This was an extremely difficult time,
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so much so that | prefer not to relive any of the memories.
| oftenfeltlikel couldn’t takeit anymoreand | spent some
times hardly ableto stop crying, but | choseto believeina
hope that was greater than what my natural eyeswere see-
ing. Faith isthe substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).
One evening | read Psalm 46 over and over and over
, and over. Underlined arethe
) :j 3 8(% most pertinent parts. It says,
** God is our refuge and
strength, avery present help
in trouble. 2Therefore will
not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and
though the mountains be
carried into themidst of the
sea; °3Though the waters
thereof roar and be
troubled, though the moun-
. tains shake with the swell-
CO// ingthereof. Selah. “Thereis
ariver, the streamswher eof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of themost High. *God isin the midst of her;
sheshall not bemoved: God shall help her, and that right
early. God is in the midst of Anna, Anna shall not be
moved: God shall help Anna, and that right early. ®The
heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his
voice, the earth melted. "The LORD of hostsiswith us;
the God of Jacob isour refuge. Selah. 8Come, behold the
works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in
the earth. °He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the
earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sun-
der; heburneth thechariot in thefire. ’Betill, and know
that | am God: | will be exalted among the heathen, |
will be exalted in the earth. “'The LORD of hostsiswith
us, the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. | cannot put
into words the confidence that | had that Anna would get
well. ThisPsalm and the promisesin it are what | leaned
upon during those days. People have asked me, “How
could you go through it?” My answer is that | had no
choice, | had to. But | had the choice of how | would
respond to the circumstances and | thank the Lord for the
ultimate grace and mercy He gave me to keep my eyes
focused on Him. | am not anything special or super spiri-
tual, 1 just turned to Him in my place of desperate need
and He wasthere ALL thetime.

There were two very positive things that happened
during thosefirst seven days of noimprovementinAnna’'s
condition. One was that they looked at her bone marrow
and found that the leukemia was in complete remission!
The second was that the infection in her intestine did not
cause any holes in the intestinal wall, which would have
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made it much, much more serious.

On the seventh day in ICU, October 15", we finally
began to see teeny, tiny baby steps of improvement. The
swelling of her tummy went down atiny bit, the paralyz-
ing medicine was stopped, once in a while she would re-
spond to us with a hand movement and once, abarely per-
ceptible nod of her head when | asked her if she could hear
me. We were so encouraged that day, to say the least!
“Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me,
bless His holy name!”

The following weeks were ones of very, very slow
improvement until finally on October 28", we left ICU
and on November 26", we were able to |eave the hospital
and go stay at my Aunt’s house near Children’s. Three
days later, the 29", Anna celebrated her 10" birthday. It
was a day of peace and rest.

But that is not the end of the story. | want to share
some of the miracles and the joys of that recovery time.
There was a so sadness. Quitesimply, it washard. A lot of
the time, | felt like this verse, 1l Corinthians 4:8-10, We
aretroubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; °Persecuted, but not
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; °Al-
ways bearing about in the body the dying of
theLord Jesus, that thelifealso of Jesusmight
be made manifest in our body. Asl write, my
mind isjust flooded with al the thingsthat went
on - the memories of her hospital room, the
seven or so room mates that we had over the
course of time, thenursesand nurses’ aides, the
videos Annawatched (including conventions),
the people we met, the food, Kohl’sHouse (the
place | was staying). | have very fond memo-
ries of both my parents and Charles parents
being with us for weeks - they were awesome!
Andthen, of course, Anna. Annasmiling, Anna
frowning, Annasgueezing my hand, Annawig-
gling her toes, Annariding in her bed down the
hall for atest, Annain her blue hat, Anna.com-
plaining about the boots she had to wear, Anna
playing thumb wars in the middle of the night
with her favorite nurse, Annain her own paja-
mas, Annasitting up in bed all by herself, Anna
doing her breathing exercises with the respira-
tory therapist, Annaon her Daddy’s lap for the
first time in ages, Annataking her first sips of
water in six weeks, Anna standing by her bed,
Anna listening to one of us read the Bible to
her, Annataking her medicine, Anna getting a
foot rub from Grandma Wickboldt, Anna watching
Grandma Trotter knit washcloths, Anna hugging and kiss-
ing me good night, Anna telling the nurse exactly how to
changethe dressing on her arm, Annashooting water from
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asyringeright at Uncle David, Annain the playroom, Anna
drawing aturkey, Anna walking, Anna taking wheelchair
ridesin the hall, Annalaughing, Annawaving goodbye to
the 4™ floor!

During that first week in ICU, they had tried taking
the breathing tube out but about 36 hourslater had to put it
back in and heavily sedate her because her tummy was
swelled so big she couldn’t breathe on her own. While it
was out, they gave her a different pain medication than
she had ever been on because it did not suppress breathing
asmuch. Thismedication made her throw her armsaround,
get talkative and easily upset - very unlike her. Shehad a
hard night, talking all sorts of stuff, but | prayed with her
inthe morning, asking her if she had talked to Jesuslately.
She said that no, she hadn’t, but that she needed to. She
repeated a few lines after me and then just began to pray
by herself for along time. She prayed that she would be
obedient, to have peace and to cover her with the Blood of
Jesus. Then she prayed for several other people and she
praised the Lord and thanked Him. Then she began to say,
“Wherever | am, I’ [l praiseHim, whenever | can, I'll praise
Him, for Hislovesurroundsmelikeasea.” She
said the last line over and over. The she went
into, “Bless the Lord, oh my soul” for awhile
and then, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” |
was so blessed and | was crying and praying
right along with her thewholetime. Shehad a
good tight hold of my hand all the time, too. |
know the medicine was making her talk alot,
but that kind of talking was such a blessing be-
cause it really showed what was in her heart,
even if shereally was not totally aware of what
she was saying. Praise God for His
lovingkindness, that even under the influence
of drugs, He is supreme!

There was atime after she had beenin ICU
for about aweek that they wanted to do alung
biopsy because her Hematol ogy/Oncol ogy doc-
tor was very concerned about a haziness they
could see on the CT scan. They wanted to see
if it was afungus. A fungus would be a very
serious thing to have. Well, there wasA LOT
of talk about this lung biopsy between the dif-
ferent doctorstaking care of Anna- the surgery
team, the ICU team and the HEM/ONC team.
They didn’t agree on thetiming of it or whether
it should be done at al. Finaly, we heard it
was scheduled for the next day, but then they
decided shewastoo weak todoit. We had been
praying, of course, and we talked about it with our par-
ents. | felt | really needed to talk to Anna's doctor that
wanted this done because | had a number of questions to
ask. We talked on the phone and | believe that the Lord
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put thingsin my heart to ask
and to question. The doctor
explained her reasons to me
- shewasvery set ondoing this
lung biopsy - and then | brought
up some things that she hadn’t
thought of. Sheisavery pleasant
person to talk to, very open and
willing to give you the time, as
parents, to be involved with your
child’'s care. She was willing to
admit that she didn’t know every-
thing! So, as | talked what God w ICU
put in my mind to ask, she admit-

ted that maybe it wasn't such a needed thing after all. She
said they would do another CT scan and see again what
Anna’s lungs looked like. The results came back and her
lungs were perfectly clear - no haziness at al! Amen! |
believe God did a miracle in the space of time between
tests and healed that haziness, whatever it was!

Annahad these nasty |ooking, blistering, 0ozing bruises
all over her right forearm from where they had an arteria
lineand 1Vs. Itlooked very bad. They did askin biopsy to
check for infection and therewas NONE! The skin doctor
said it just needed time to heal. Praise God!

There was aso one point where her bilirubin was el-
evated so that she looked like a jaundiced baby. The bi-
lirubin level was not seriousin anine year old but it indi-
cated that something was not perfectly right in her liver
function. They did some tests and finally determined that
she needed a certain medicine. Right about then, the bi-
lirubin level began to steadily go down and over the course
of several days, wasnormal. Thank you, Jesus!

Karen brought the other three children down from
Michigan to see us in Chicago for a few days around the
end of October. They really wanted to see Annabut Anna
was in isolation and the rules are that no one under 16 is
allowed in. But that day, we had one of the really nice
nurses and she convinced the charge nurseto let themin -
alittle miracle! So we dressed the kids in the gowns and
gloves and masks and they came in to see her. When she
saw them, Anna got the biggest smile possible with a
breathing tube down her throat. She was able to squeeze
their hands and they were so glad to see her. Spending
timewith the other children, even for only afew days, was
therapeutic for me, also. 1t seemed likethey had been away
from meforever! | am very thankful for Karen and Brian
and the love and care they gave our children for two and a
half months.

WhileAnnawasstill in ICU, we had adiscussion with
her doctor about future treatment for Anna when she got
well enough. We had several options of what we could do
next, but it was too overwhelming to think about it much,
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since none of it would have
been able to be started for
many weeks. The big con-
cern was that the Leukemia
would not return while Anna
was still very sick and there was
nothing they could do to prevent
it. For some reason, | was not
worried at all. It could have
caused much fear but | didn’'t
' even have to battle any fear or
0 , wa(hw worry because there was none
clober 2007 there. | believethat wasamiracle
that the Lord did for me! To this
day, she has no sign of any Leukemiain her body! Praise
the Lord!

Many of you are familiar with the prayer calls on Sat-
urday morning. When we were in Chicago, | was on just
about every one of them and they were a lifeline for me.
We were not going to any meetings, so listening to the
prayer was wonderful, especially when they prayed for us
every time. Can you imagine how it would feel to beindi-
vidually prayed for every meeting you went to? Well, that
ishow | felt and in the time of need, it was so encouraging
and uplifting and faith building. | received new courage
and new strength. One time someone was talking about
Paul and how he writes in the Bible in so much strength,
how he says we are more than conquerors and things like
that, yet sometimes he despaired of life (I Corinthians 1:8).
He felt crushed and pressured. | felt like | was in that
same situation and couldn’t go on anymore. Yet, the ad-
monishment was given on the prayer call: as sons of God,
we never give up. Sons of God always come out victori-
ous! | didn’t want to go by my feelings but on what the
Word of God said.

Now, you will remember that | was pregnant! Wedid
not think we would be able to go home before the baby
wasdue at the end of November. Well, wewereright about
that! We weren't able to go home before the baby was
due! But God's thoughts were higher than my thoughts
and Hisways higher than my ways. Let mesharewithyou
Hismarvelous provision for us. Before Annagot sick, we
had been seeing a midwife near our home and planning to
have ahomebirth. | didn’t want to deliver in the hospital,
so we made planswith Home First, ateam of medical doc-
tors in Chicago who deliver babies at home, to attend our
birth at my Aunt’s house. Now, | was very big with the
baby and | would constantly get comments from people
about that fact. Most peoplethought | would deliver early.
| was very aware that the baby was there and that | could
go into labor any day. My heart was totally with Anna
while shewasin the hospital and | could hardly even think
about the baby coming, yet eventually | wasforcedto. The
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whole situation was so contrary to my hopes and desires
for having a new baby. | was crushed and torn between
being with Annaor going away to have our baby boy. Anna
needed me - it was hard for her even when | was gone for
severa hoursinthedaytime. It got very distressing to me,
especially as the days dragged on and on. Annawas im-
proving very slowly and my due date was coming fast.

| cried out to the Lord about this one day and He
dropped the thought in my heart, “Do you believe God?
Do you havethefaith to believe that He can keep the baby
well and healthy even weeks past the due date until Anna
is out of the hospital?’ | didn’t think | could because |
knew the baby was big already and | just couldn’t grasp
the fact that God could do that. Besides, | very much did
not want to be overdue. But | felt a quickening that God
was saying, “1 will do this for you anyway.” Not long
after, one of the brethren called me in the morning before
| went over to the hospital and shared with me that the
Lord had giventhem asong for me. 1t was“Give Thanks,”
particularly the line that says, “And now, let the weak say
| am strong and let the poor say | am rich, because of what
the Lord hasdonefor us.” They went on to say that God's
strength is made perfect in weakness. The Lord told them
that | had been torn between two things, but that God would
strengthen Anna and that | would have a good delivery
and a healthy child and that God would take care of both.
They said there had been much pressure but that the Lord
would bless. My faith wasrevived! | was so excited that
God actually spoke so directly to me, especially at atime
when | was feeling very alone.

Then camethe day that Annawas ableto
leave Children’s! Charlesand |, Anna
and my dad and mom were all
staying at my Aunt’s house
and | was still pregnant! %\Qf
thought, “Now the baby can 0
come.” Four more days \
passed by, still no baby and |
had another prenatal appoint-
ment. Because | was a week
overdue, | had to have those
stresstests to make sure the baby
was OK. Of course, the baby was
fineand | had to come back inthree

@

(@

more days for more tests. Charles 0/§ émw/&
imo

and | wererather frustrated withthat, 0
and we talked about it after my ap-

pointment beforedriving back to my Aunt’s ij’w
house. We began to joke about just running away and es-
caping to Mahomet and as we threw the idea around, we
thought, “Why not? Why not just leave? Like tomorrow.
What isreally keeping us here, anyway?’ Anna’s doctor
at home could take care of her. Shewas recovering amaz-
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ingly fast now. We thought if we could get the OK from

Anna's Chicago doctor, my midwife at home and the bless-

ing of our parents, we would make arun for it! Brian and

Karen were bringing the children from Michigan that

evening for avisit and we thought, “Why make it avisit?

We can just go home and keep them!” We missed the

other children sooooo much. Assoon aswe got back from

thedoctor, | called my midwife. When | asked if shewould
still deliver our baby, she did not hesitate. She said, “Yes,

I will.” | called Anna's doctor and was totally amazed

when she answered the page in less than aminute. Inthe

past, it had been difficult to get to talk to her. | told her our
plan and after discussing logistics, shesaid, “You have my
blessing.” | was excited! Two down, one to go, in less
than an hour! | talked to my parents and they said it wasa
good idea and they actually had already talked of the pos-
sibility of going home sometime soon! | was realy ex-
cited now! It wasincredible to see God movein our situ-
ation. Itisnot likeusat all to makeabig decisioninafew
hours time, but that is what happened - God did it! We
stayed up late that night packing all our stuff. | was still
pregnant in the morning! So, early, Saturday, December

1¢ we came home. Wedrove in abad ice storm the last 20

milesor so, but it wasworth it. It was absolutely wonder-

ful to be home! It was awesome to fellowship with the
brethren the next morning. After afew days adjusting and
settlingin, | told theLord, “Now I’ m ready for thisbaby to
come.” And just to show how sovereign Heis, He had us
wait on Him alittlelonger and according to Hiswill, Timo-
thy Abraham was born at home on December 12™,
weighing 10 pounds, 5 ounces. Glory beto the

Lord!

We have named our babies
names that had to do with
things that were happening
inour lives at the time they

were born and Timothy was
no exception. He has the
middle name of Abraham
because of theseversesin He-
brews 11. ®By faith Abraham,
when hewascalled to go out into

a place which he should after re-

{_,/? ceive for an inheritance, obeyed;
@\\Q and he went out, not knowing
6/ whither he went. °By faith he so-
2007 journed in the Iand_of promise, asin
! astrange country, dwelling in tabernacles
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise: | felt asif | wasin a strange country, not know-
ing where we were going or what would happen next but
knew that it was the path | was to go down to bring me
closer to my inheritance - being a son of God.
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7By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up
Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up
his only begotten son, ¥Of whom it was said, That in
| saac shall thy seed be called: **Accounting that God was
able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence
also hereceived himin afigure. | put Annaon the altar,
knowing that God had said He would raise her up.

Last about Abraham are the verses that say that
Abraham believed God (Romans 4:3, Galatians 3:6, James
2:23). That iswhat | waslearning - to believe God in spite
of what my eyes saw and what the world was telling me.

The next six weeks after Timothy was born can be
summed up in one word: adjustments! Adjusting to anew
baby and recovering from childbirth, adjusting
to homeschooling, adjusting to being home
alone in the daytime with my children
again, adjusting to taking care of Annaand
her many needs, etc. It wasnot easy, but
| thank the Lord every day for each
blessed day He gave and continues to
give ustogether. After having spent two
monthswith my children away from
me, every minute is valuable and |
am grateful even for the bad attitudes
and thingsthe children have because
| get to deal with them - not some-
one else! Each day is so precious -
even our day after day same old rou-
tineisso precious! Evenall our ad-
justmentswere overshadowed by the
joy of being at home and together!
Praise the Lord!

Anna began physical therapy in
December and also, Dad has been
doing the exercises with Anna at
home and she has progressed by
leapsand bounds. Infact, sheisleap-
ing and bounding! She runs and
dances and climbs up and down the
basement stairs - what a huge change!
She has taken swimming lessons this
summer and is excelling in them. Anna
was getting IV nutrition plus another 1V
medication right after getting home but that
was stopped soon after Timothy was born because
she was eating and drinking very well. Her hair is grow-
ing back wonderfully, also!

We had another meeting with the doctors in Chicago
in January 2008 concerning treatment for Anna. There
were basically 3 options - one involved going to Chicago
and taking some of Jonathan’s cells (he had been her do-
nor for her bone marrow transplant in 2003) and infusing
them in Annain the hopes that they would boost her im-
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mune system and they would fight the Leukemia. This
option had an extremely slight chance of acure. The big
risk was the cells attacking important parts of her body.
The second option was doing some maintenance chemo
for an indefinite length of time and the third option wasto
do nothing but the Gleevec. Charles and | prayed much
and sought the advice of the elders and the Lord has given
us much peace about staying here at home with Annaand
not going back to Chicago. Sheistaking Gleevec, amedi-
cinethat targetsthe type of leukemiashe had and won't | et
it reproduce - at least that is what it is supposed to do!
See, asyou all may have guessed, there is no cure for that
type of leukemia, BUT, GOD made her and He has the
cure.

When we were trying to make the deci-
sion back in January about Anna’s treat-
ment, God gave us the story of David
when he had three choices for a punish-
ment after he numbered the people (I
Chronicles21). David said that hewould
rather fall into the hands of the Lord
rather than man, because with Him
ismercy and so David chose the dis-
ease. Then the disease came and in

the midst of it, the Lord repented of
what He was doing and told the an-

gel of death to stop. First, Godisin
control of disease. Second, God had
mercy and stopped it. Amen! Heis
going to do the same for Anna. We
strongly felt that we should not go to
Chicago and let the doctors transfer
Jonathan’s cells to Anna. Sheisin

the hands of the Lord.

We were aso given averse from

Romans 12 that speaks of the propor-

tion of your faith. For me person-

ally, | felt that our faith was having
toriseup! Faith that shewassafeinthe
hands of the Lord and that her healing
would come from Him and no one else.
The last thing that spoke to us was a
video that a sister here in Mahomet had

seen. Sheshared it on aSunday morning and |

was in awe of how super-directly it spoke to me.

We later watched it online. 1t was of a baby water buffalo
that was attacked by lions. 1t had been with its parentsand
was unable to run fast enough to get away. The force of
the attack landed the baby buffalo and the lion in a pond.
The other lions came up and were holding the buffalo down
inthewater and attempting to drag it ashore. Then acroco-
dile came up out of the water and grabbed the back leg of

continued on page 39...
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THE

TEN

COMMANDMENTS

FEMI ADEDOYIN

God, we pray for the joy of the Lord to be in the
midst of all thestressthatisgoingoninour lives. Then
he said unto them, Go your way, eat thefat, and drink
the sweet, and send portionsunto them for whom noth-
ing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord:
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your
strength (Nehemiah 8:10). God, we want to bind the
enemy that wants to rob us of our joy that isin Christ
Jesus. We claim that joy back thismorning in the mighty
name of Jesus. Fill uswithYour Spirit. Anoint usafresh,
Lord God. Blessthesechildren. Thedesire of our heart
isto see each one of them, name by name, face by face,
become sons of God along with their parents, in the
mighty name of Jesus. We thank You for bringing back
those who were sick last week, who could not be here.
We thank You for touching our sisters that have been
struck by the enemy. We thank You for the words of
prophecy that have come this morning, for the testi-
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Revelation
19:10b). God, we just thank You for encouraging us
that we may continue on in the faith. We bless You.
We give You al the honor and al the glory in Jesus
name. Amen.

Well, it isablessing to be before you this morning.
When | first joined thisfellowship, | wasfull of joy and
many would ask me how | could be so joyful with the
kind of job that | had. | questioned the same thing my-
self. How can | be so joyful? I know it isthe Spirit of
God. These last two or three weeks have very much
been a struggle for me to remain in that joy. But | tell
you, this morning something was broken. | just sensed
that presence and joy of God coming back to me this
morning. | was sharing with asis-
ter thismorning that | just felt over-

MAHOMET, IL
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have, but solely on the presence of God. | am very,
very glad to havethat joy back, becausewhen | haveit,
nothing can stop me, and there are no circumstances
that are too hard to be sad.

Wethank God for the message that came | ast week.
| was pondering on that message all week tied to the
word evangelism. Itisagreat thing to have the oppor-
tunity to travel and minister life. Itisalso great for us
to remember that many people are dying right here.
Right here! It wouldn’t be right for us to be thinking
and waiting for when we would be able to travel when
our neighbor isin need of Jesus. | say that because one
of the men that used to work for me left for about two
years and he recently came back. We have been work-
ing together for three daysthislast week before he left
again. | asked thisyoung man, “What ever happened
to Abdul ?’

Abdul isaNigerian. Heisnot what we would call
“well-educated.” He couldn’'t speak English. But he
wasavery pious Muslim, praying fivetimesaday. He
wasvery pious. If he missed one of thosefivetimesto
pray hewas very troubled. | couldn’t get him to come
to work except he prayed first. He was an extremely
piousMuslim. | would pick him upinmy car and play
Christian music. Sometimes hewould say, “Femi, can
you shut it off?” | would turn it down and say, “This
music ministersto me. | would hope it would minister
to you.” Anyway, | believe God sent him to us and |
spoke to him about Jesus. | said, “1 feel comfortableto
be a Christian.”

| went to aMuslim College. They never taught me
the Koran, but Muslimsfounded the school. | told him,
“Muhammead isadead prophet. Hehasno history. Even
you guys agree that heisdead, dead, dead. Sowhy are

1 ‘ “ﬁl whelmingly joyful. Yet| havealot | you still worshipping a dead person? Jesusisalive, so
11 of billsto pay, so | cannot under- | it wouldn’'t make sense to continue to worship some-
111 VI stand why | amsojoyful. Ithasto | onewho isdead.” But he said he was an Imam, like a
v X be God, becausethisjoy isnot de- | Rabbi, and he could convert me, but | could not con-
\'4 \ X pendent on what | have or don’t | vert him.
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A few
months later, he quit working for
me and he ended up in Chicago. | found this
out three days ago when | asked this young man,
“Whatever happened to Abdul?” He told me that after
he quit he went to Chicago. Then he had a heart prob-
lem and was taken to a hospital. Since he didn’t have
any insurance because he didn’t have a good job, they
wouldn’t treat him. They sent him back to Immigration
and from there back to Nigeria, where he died.

So | am saying that to say this: we cannot underesti-
mate or ignore the people that we come across every
day who are not taking the message of God very seri-
ously. It isvery important. We just don’t know why
they come to us and how long they are going to be
around. | am not afraid of death, but to die without
Jesus, | am very afraid of that. So, this young man is
gone, dead. | challenge us today that, as we leave this
place, we continue to be a minister of the message of
God and Jesus Christ. Don’'t be bashful about
it. Let others know why you are so joyful.
Let others know why you are so peace-
ful. Let others know why you are so
conscious of how you conduct yoursel f
and God will enrich us with many
blessings. Hallelujah.

| met ascholar from the Uni-
versity of Illinois. | witnessed to
him and he said, “Femi, leaveme
alone with all this religious talk,
Christianity, Muslim, whatever. | >
don’'t want to hear it. You guys have caused
so much death in the world. Every time someone be-
comes a Christian, that person just seems to get into
peopl€e'slivesand work alot of destructioninthisworld.”
| said, “Brother, | don’t believe that. Go back into his-
tory, and if you look at history you will find out that it
was worse before Christianity came. Before Abraham
was called out, human beings were killing each other
like it didn't matter, according to history. People were
eating their own children, eating each other’s children,
offering their children for sacrifices. It wasterrible. It
was awful.”

| would not want to be around if the Holy Spirit was
taken out. Jeremiah 17:9, The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?
Before God called Abraham out, there was extreme
wickednessin theworld and peopletook morelivesthan
ever. | hope that | convinced the scholar that that was
wrong. That is why God gave us the Ten Command-
mentsand that iswhat | want to talk about thismorning.
I’m not going to be able to share on all ten of the Com-
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mandments,
but I am going to touch on thefirst
one and we will go from there.

As| look at the Ten Commandments that God
gave us in Exodus 20, some things jump out at me. |
was aliterature student once. | read some of the books
of Shakespeare. He wrote alot of books. In one of the
books | remember a quotation that said, “ Life's but a
walking shadow, a poor player, That struts and frets his
hour upon the stage, And then is heard no more” (from
Macbeth, Act 5, scene 5, 24-26, by William
Shakespeare). Shakespeare did not know what he was
talking about. He believed that the life that human be-
ings haveisjust like thelife that animals have, that you
have the opportunity now and to seize the opportunity.
In asense, that isright, but he gives you the impression
that thereisno morelife after this, which isvery wrong.
Jesus came and said that thereis eternal life. Paul said,
If in thislife only we have hopein Christ, we are of all
men most miserable (I Corinthians 15:19).
There is alife other than this one, and
we are created to live eternally and
it depends where we are going to

liveit. But life goes on and we
are just passing through here as
sojourners and strangers. For
we are strangers before thee,
and sojourners, as were all our
fathers: our dayson theearth are
asashadow, and thereisnone abid-
ing (I Chronicles 29:15).
I wish | had known that when | was
reading Shakespeare. | used to cram it and memorize it
likeit wasvery, very important. From that experiencel
conclude that life is about relationship. We see in the
Ten Commandments that life is having a relationship
with God, a relationship with man and a relationship
with things. There are personal relationships and there
are impersonal relationships. You have impersonal re-
lationshipswith your pets, with your cars. You can give
your pets the name of a man, but it will not make it a
personal relationship, for the pet will still beapet. That
isan impersonal relationship.

God wants us to have a personal relationship with
Him. What does that mean? That means that He does
not want to be treated like we
would treat our cars. He doesn’t

want us to treat Him as how you I ’ VI
drive your car. You turn thisway IT v
and the car turns, you turn that WY I Y00
way and it turns. Sometimes that I'v IX
is how we treat God. We treat 4 ‘ X
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God as
we would treat another object.
God wants to be treated as a Divine Being.

He wants a personal relationship. He wants us to
have a dialogue with Him. He wants to tell us some-
thing and He wants us to respond to those things. He
wants to ask us to do something and He wants us to
respond to it.

Sometimes we treat each other like we are so im-
persona. My sister was telling me about the way her
husband talks to her. | said, “Well, | need to talk to
him, because you are ahuman being, not apet.” Some-
timesthat ishow wetreat our friends. Wetreat them as
if they don’'t matter or asif they don’t have any feel-
ings. We treat God the same way. We are so imper-
sonal with our relationship with God and God wants a
personal relationship. That is what | have to tell my-
self, that | need to stop treating God like | am treating a
pet, like | can just do whatever | want when God says,
“Don'tdoit,” and | say, “I am going to do it anyway.”
It's like coming to God with alist of al my requests
and telling Him, “Hereitis, signit.” Instead, | should
go to God with an empty piece of paper
and say, “God, fill itin.” Then| would
be in agreement with Him.

God wants a personal relationship
with us, so He came with the law, but
beforel get there | want to look at Prov-
erbs. Something about the law, when-
ever we hear the word law or refer to
the Torah, we always think about the
do's and don'ts. As | went through
this study | found out that the word
law actually means “instructions.”
They areinstructions. Brother duCille
was ministering one time about cars. | was amazed
because | had the same thought. He was ministering
that our cars have noses, have eyes, have feet like hu-
man beings and | was thinking the same thing. | also
think that for acar, you haveto put gasinit for it torun
and the man without the law of God is a man without
gas. Itisliketrying to drive your car without gas.

God says, “| created you. Now, if you want to en-
joy thesethingswhich | created, thishuman being which
| created, thisis how to really enjoy it.” First of all,
God is holy. Secondly, love feeds
us. It is like putting fish into an

1 ‘ “ﬁl aquarium or into the sea. If they

11 arenot inthat environment they are

111 Vil dead. Without thelove of God we

v 1X areinthe same predicament. God

AV \ X says, “| want you to enjoy life. |
Keepingin Tol

29

want you to
be protected.” Hesaid you should
not steal. “I don’t want you to steal what
belongsto Paul because | created Paul to enjoy that
thing. | don’t want anybody to steal the things that you
have because | want you to enjoy the thingsthat | gave
you, so don’t steal.”

Can you imagineif no one stole, lied, or committed
sin? Canyouimagineaworldlikethat? Therewouldn’t
be any drive-by shootings. There would be heaven on
earth. Taking the commandments out of the courtroom,
out of the churches, and out of our homes, to me, is not
wise. You know that the Bible saysthat hatred stirreth
up strifes: but love covereth all sins (Proverbs 10:12).
He who loves has fulfilled the law.

Some might say, “Well, | dolove. So, | will befree
of thelaw.” What that passage really means, if you look
at, “ Thou shalt not steal,” “ Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery,” if you havethelove of God, you will not do those
things. If you love somebody there is no way you are
going to stedl that person’sproperty. Youwon't be cheat-
ing your time at work if you have love. That is what

that passage is saying, that you need to prac-
tice love. Itisnot just me saying, “I love
you” and then | giveyou something. But
itisin the place where you don’t want
any harm to come to that individual,
or to that company of people. That
iswhat that passage is saying.
Proverbs 1:8, My son, hear the
instruction of thy father, and for-
sake not the law of thy mother. We
al want to be sons of God. If you
look at thisword law, heis speaking
of instruction. When we hear the
word law, we think about the do’s and don’ts. Because
of our naturewe don’t likelaw. We don't likeit even if
itisyour job to create laws. The other day | asked my
helper to roll up the hose and put it back in the back. He
said, “Femi, why?’" | said, “Forget about why, young
man. That is the rule around here.” Because of the
nature of Adam we don’t like laws or rules. Yet God
said that thisis how you can have avery profitablelife.
“Follow My law and see how sweet life can be.” Life
can be very joyful if you have agood relationship with
men and God. Life can beapleasure. When thoserela
tionships are not right, we have all kinds of trouble. All
kinds of trouble! | am learning to have good relation-
ships because | want to bejoyful at all times. | am tell-
ing you, | love to be joyful. If you have a sound rela-
tionship with God and men, you have no problem. Life

becomes a pleasure.
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You
may run across peoplewho have
formed in their hearts to commit suicide, or
they want to kill somebody. And you will find that

most of the time something went wrong with their
relationship(s). | sat down with people that are murder-
ers and | asked some of them, “Why did you do that?
Why did you kill your friend?” They said, “Femi, you
just don’t understand. The guy wanted to stab me. |
ducked and | took the knife from him and | made sure
that | killed him.” That is abad relationship. For most
of them, that is what happened. That is why | am ex-
tremely careful, and learning to be more careful in order
to maintain a good relationship with God and with my
fellow man. Hallelujah.

Proverbs 3:1, My son, forget not my law; but let
thine heart keep my commandments: 2For length of
days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.
For the last three weeks, | tried to remember al of the
Ten Commandments. | failed badly, so | asked
a number of Christians if they could tell
me all of the Ten Commandments.
Brother Peter got nine out of tenright,
which was the best of all the people
that | asked. Most peopleknew three,
four, or five of them. They werelike,
“Tell metherest.” | said, “Wearein
trouble, because God says, My
son, forget not my law; but let
thine heart keep my command-
ments, but the sons of God cannot
even remember what the law is.” o

I’m sure it is written on our ~ hearts and |
am going to get to that. But right now | am going to tell
you that it isimportant for usto know that laws are sup-
posed to make us live effectively inlife. Itisvery im-
portant for usto know it. It isour instruction. | asked
my wife how many of the commandments she knew and
she got about seven of them. We joke about thesethings,
because now we know what we have to work at. It is
unbelievable. Some people will get it but not in the or-
der that God gave it. They just pick a commandment
here and there.

Proverbs6:20, My son, keep thy father’scommand-
ment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: It really
struck me that we want to be sons of God and we have
al thisinstruction in the Bible. Proverbs 8:36, But he
that sinneth against mewrongeth hisown soul: all they
that hate me love death. In other words, if you don’t
keep the laws of God, you will really wish that you had
at the end of the day. God help us.

God is love and God is holy. | believe that God
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wants
us to be like Him, aso . What
God is, He wants us to be, aso. He aso
gives us the laws because He knows that this will

fully fit us. Thisiswhereweare. Thisiswhat isgoing
to make us enjoy those things that God created, if we
canfollow Hislaws. Itislikelearningtodriveacar. As
you get the manual and you get all the instruction, you
enjoy that car to its best performance because you are
learning to drive it. The same works with the laws of
God. Halelujah.

Some people say that love supersedesthe law. | do
not think so. | think love and law are allies. Law and
love, they arefriends. | say that because love needslaw
asitseyes. Someone says, “Femi, let’s go rob a bank.”
| would haveto say, “Wait aminute. What doesthe law
say about that? You know | loveyou. | don’t want usto
do that becausethelaw saysitiswrong.” So, love needs

law as its eyes. If a woman says she wanted me to
come and sleep with her, | would have to
say, “Let me see what the law says
about that. ‘ Thou shalt not commit
adultery.” | cannot show you love
because that iswrong. It isadul-
tery.” So, love needs law as its
eyes and law needs love as its
drive. The Pharisees had the law
but because there was no love, it
was not profitable. So, law needs
love asitsdrive. Hallelujah. | hope
that you pass the test in knowing the
Ten Commandments. You can test your-
self. | don't want to embarrass anybody. Just check
yourself and seeif you remember these commandments.
If youdon'tit won't betoo hard to just go back and see
what God says about His laws. It is very, very impor-
tant.

The relationship that we have with God must grow.
| have noticed five things that | do with my wife that
help the relationship that we have grow. | have never
had afight with my wife for eleven years; we never ar-
gue. We don’t make any noise in the house, or yell at
each other. We haven't argued for eleven years. Sheis
white and | am black and yet we get along very well.
Praise God! It isnot that we agree on everything, but it
isjust the fact that | have learned
to say, “All right. You areright; |

am wrong.” And although | may I VI

be right, there has to be peace in I VI
our house. “You are right; | am I11 VIII
wrong.” Down the line, she will v IX

apologize and that ishow we con-
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tinue to

have avery peaceful relationship.
| have noticed five things in that aspect
of relationship. The first thing is acceptance. We
must accept one another and God will accept us. | John
3:2, Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when heshall appear, we shall belike him; for we shall
seehimasheis. ThisisBrother Peter’s passage. God
has accepted us. That is clear, because we gave our life
to Him, because the Spirit of God touches our hearts
and we realize that we are bad. Yet He accepted us as
we were.

The second thing | noticed is asking. When God
accepted usHe actually said, “Beloved, | beseech thee.”
Romans 12:1, | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which isyour rea-
sonable service. | believe that thisis a statement that is
intended to help usto develop arelationship with Him,
tohelpit grow. “I have accepted you, now | want you to
do thisfor me: ye present your bodiesaliving sacrifice.
Why should He ask for that? We are going
to touch on that.

The third thing that | believe isim-
portant in a growing relationship is the
promises. God has given us promisesin
Il Peter 1:3-4. He accepted us, He asked
us to lay our life down, and then He
promised usthisif wedothat. Accord-
ing ashisdivine power hath given unto
usall thingsthat pertain unto lifeand
godliness, through the knowledge of
him that hath called us to glory and
virtue: “Whereby are given unto usex-
ceeding great and precious promises. that by these ye
might be partakersof the divine nature, having escaped
thecorruption thatisin theworld through lust. Thisis
the promise of God: | have accepted you and | am ask-
ing you to do thisand thisiswhat the result of it isgoing
to be. You havethisdivine nature. Then He committed
Himself to please us. In |1l John 1:2, He promised to
please us, to give usall that we need unto life and godli-
nessto take care of our bodiesand our spirit. Beloved, |
wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be
in health, even as thy soul
prospereth.

1 Y VI | think that the last thing that is

11 vi necessary inagrowing relationship

111 Vil isapologizing. You arenot always

v 1X right even when you are always

AV ‘ X right. Paul said in | Corinthians
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6:7, Now
therefore there is utterly a fault
among you, because ye go to law one with
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why

doyenot rather suffer yourselvesto bedefrauded? He
said he suffered wrong for being right. Apologizing
means repenting, it means confessing, “I have sinned.
Forgivemefor | waswrong. Forgiveme.” Thesethings
are important in our growth in relationship with God.

Now let’s go to these commandmentsin Exodus 20.
Thisis very important. Here God introduced Himself,
and it fallsin line with what Sister Pavlina was proph-
esying this morning. You know, that really struck me.
Verse 1, And God spake all these words, saying, 2l am
the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. We had the
word this morning saying, “I am the LORD thy God.”
That isavery important phrase, very, very important. “I
amthe LORD thy God.” God would not just cometo us
and say, “Thou shalt not do this and thou shalt not do
that.” Why did He start with that? “1 am the LORD thy
God.” You know, He introduced Himself first, before
He gave al these commandments.

Isaiah 54:5, For thy Maker isthinehus-
band; the LORD of hosts is his name;
and thy Redeemer theHoly Oneof |s-
rael; The God of the whole earth

shall he be called. God isa God of

creation and a God of covenant. So
He said, “I am the LORD thy God,”
that “I am the Lord Yahweh.” The
covenant name of God iswhat He al-
waysintroduced Himself with. “I, the

Lord God, made a covenant with

you.” It is the same covenant that
we make with our wives as husbands. You make this
covenant with your wife as ahusband and you say, “Till
death do us part.” We have this covenant and God is
saying the same thing. “1 am the LORD.” When your
wife does wrong you say, “Listen, wife, | am your hus-
band.” It isvery powerful and that is what God is say-
ing: “l1 amthe LORD thy God, | am the One that created
you. Don’t ever think that you are self-sufficient. | am
thy Maker. | am thy Husband. | made thee. | have
made this covenant and thisis how you can enjoy life.”

Thisisvery interesting to methat God isfull of wis-
domand Hereally lovesus. Thelaw isnot something to
hurt us, for it is because of His love that He gave the
law. Hedidn't give Hislaw because He was some auto-
crat or just some guy that wanted to boss you around.
Godisloveand Hethought, “I love My creation. Thisis
how you can enjoy My creation to the maximum.” Hal-
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lelujah.
This is how you can redly, re-

aly enjoy life.

Can you believe that each person on this earth
follows the laws of God? WOW! It is unimaginable
that each person on this planet follows the law, because
God is full of love and He wants to make sure that we
enjoy that love. He says, “Follow theserules. You will
love each other. You will not believe the thing that |
have put inside you. Just follow this.” Jesus, help us.
Hesaid, “I am the God of creation and the God of cov-
enant. Thereisno one like Me. The Lord thy God is
one God.” That means Heisthe only one. Thereisno
other god. It is God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. The Muslimstry to contradict that, that He said
He isthe one. But when you actually go into the root
meaning of it, Heis saying, “I am the only One. | am
the only God. Thereisno other god. | am the One that
created you, that made you, that has plansfor your
life.” So He has the right to give us the
laws. Heisnot an autocrat. He hasthe
right to give us the laws. He made us
and Heistelling us, “Thisishow you
can enjoy what | have made.”

The car manufacturers make the
cars, sell them to you and say, “Hey!
This car will run 300 miles per
hour or something like that. Just
follow these rules.” You say, “Is
that right? | will follow it.” God
is doing the same thing for usand \=—=
Heisthe God that redeemsus. He  said, |
am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage...
Why is He going through all this? He is not bringing
thelaw to hurt you. Heistryingtotell youthat Heisthe
One, that He has aright to do this. “I am the One that
set youfreefromsin. | antheonly Deliverer that brought
you back. | redeemed you. | brought you back from the
enemy. | amthe only Onethat has set you freefrom sin
and bondage. Thisiswhy | am giving you this law.”
Halelujah. Heisa God of liberty. James 1:25 tellsus
that it isthe law of liberty. But whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, hebeing
not aforgetful hearer, but a doer of thework, thisman
shall be blessed in hisdeed. He hastheright to punish
because He does not want you to serve other godswhich
are not God. They have no right to ruleyour life. Hal-
lelujah.

| am the LORD thy God... What isthy God? Thy
God is what you love, seek, worship and serve. Thy
God iswhat you love, seek, worship and serve. So any-
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thing
else can become our god if we
love, seek, worship and serveit. It becomes
agod, afalse god. What are these other gods?
What are the other gods? Exodus 20:3, Thou shalt
have no other gods before me. What are these other
gods? | John 2:16, For all that isin theworld, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld. | believe
that other gods can be pleasures, possessions, positions,
or other religions. With the influence of Muhammad
over [slam, thereisno question it isanother god. Bud-
dha or whatever you call him is another god. Man can
be another god. Self can be another god. Hallelujah.
Exodus 20:2, | am the LORD thy God, which have
brought thee out of theland of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. *Thou shalt have no other gods before
me. Now, thisis something that | am learning, that it is
easy to have other gods. If | hear God saying
thistome, | haveto obey that. | haveto
believeit. If someone comesand says
something else, whether or not they
believethat God has spokento me
isnot my business. My business
is to believe God has spoken to
me and that iswhere| stand, be-
cause | do not want to serve other
gods. There was aprophet in the
Bible that God had spoken to
clearly. Then another prophet came
and told him something different and he
followed that word and he suffered the con-
sequence (I Kings 13:11-32).

How can | serve God with all my heart, with all my
soul, with al my strength? How can | do that? How
can | love God with all that | have? | believe one thing
istodowhat Hesays. Dowhat He says. Speak to Him.
God wants a personal relationship with us. Hewantsa
dialogue with His people. Studying the Word of God
is another way to love God with all your heart, with all
your soul. | am amazed to see a Christian with an un-
marked Bible. I’ve seen some Christians with Bibles
that look like they just came out of the dry cleaners or
something. Clean. Clean. | mean, the Bibleislike a
loveletter from God. I'mtelling you, without the Word
of God, | am done. There s just
something from it that brings joy

to your soul. It makes life more I VI
joyful for me. I'm telling you, | I Vi
can be working for about nine II1 VI
hours and | remember a word, a v IX
phraseintheBible, | meditateon § V' X
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itand | get
so much energy from heaven.
Itissoimportant to stay inthe Bible. This
is the way to grow in God. The advantage of it is
when you serve God with all your heart, hardships can-
not control you. When you really love God it doesn’'t
matter. | look at Brother Burt and al of the hardships
around him. | seethisman hasaged doing it. But when
you have the love of God the energy just comes. The
love of God just makesyou so vibrant and strong. Thou
shalt love God with all thy heart, with all thy soul. Itis
for our own benefit. Itisnot only for God, itisfor usso
that we can be strong and energetic and full of love. Hal-
lelujah. You receive happiness in doing certain things
in the love of God. | may not have anyone to help me
with my job, but when | am going in with my Bible |
haveall the help that | need. | will be so happy through-
out eight or nine hours. | know it is God. Thereis so
much happiness when you have that love of God. You
see life much differently. | know the way | used to see
life. 1 used to run from the police. Recently, a police-
man stopped mefor thefirst timein twelve yearsand he
asked me if | could pray for him. |
mean, that is different. That is more
to my liking and | feel good about it
and the policeman said, “Brother, just
go, man. Getinyour car andgo.” They
can sense the power of God and they
know that this is the wrong person,
or I'min the wrong place.

The power of God, the love for
God, love for others - like Brother
Burt brought the word one time that
“if you love God, you love others.”
Asthe love of God grows, the love
for others growstoo. Itistrue. If thelovefor othersis
not growing, maybe you have not loved God like you
should. Itisvery truethat whenyou love God, and have
that love for others, you can tolerate people. You begin
to understand why they behave that way, and you know
the power of the enemy. You begin to want to pray with
your brother. The situation that we are going through
right now, we need the love of God, because it covers
everything. Thelove of God helpsusto understand why
we are where we are. Hallelujah. There is so much
energy when we love God.

There is the young rich man

unto him,
Why callest thou me good? none
is good, save one, that is, God. *Thou
knowest the commandments, Do not commit adul-

tery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false wit-
ness, Honour thy father and thy mother. 2And he said,
All these have | kept from my youth up. Wow! That is
wonderful. | don’t know how many Christians can boast
of that today - that they have kept the commandments
from my youth up. Mark 10:21 says, Then Jesus be-
holding him loved him... And He said thisto him, Yet
lackest thou onething: sell all that thou hast, and dis-
tribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come, follow me (Luke 18:22).

We can memorize the laws. We can have it printed
everywhere. That is good. But we must keep them!
More than that, we must follow the Spirit of God, be-
cause here is a man that kept the laws. The Spirit of
God said, “Go sell al that you have.” Yet he had aprob-
lem with that, because al he was thinking about were
the laws. Jesus is introducing something here that is
greater thanthelaws. |1 Corinthians says something more

honorabl e here and that is when the Spirit of God
says, “Go left,” you go. If Hetellsyouto“go
right,” you go. You can memorize the laws
but it is not asimportant as knowing that
the Spirit of God is leading you, the
Spirit of God is convicting you.
Theother day | washed and cleaned
al the drain coversin the bathrooms. |
cleaned all those drainsreally well and |
was really tired. But the Spirit of God
was saying that | couldn’'t leave that
place until | got that done and | got it
done. Thebosssaid, “You know, | just
did the same thing next door. | was thinking about get-
ting you.” | said, “Man, | got it before he got to me.”
That ishow the Spiritisleading us. It isnot thelaw that
isleading us. So it wasthe Spirit of God telling thisman
to go sell all that thou hast and give to the poor and he
failed. Hallelujah. Therewas something that thisyoung
man did not know even though he was arich young man
and he had everything working for him. This man was
rich, he was young and he was a politician. He had all
theinfluence. Hewasaruler. He had all the influence,
but he forgot that the Lord does not only condemn the
hearts of the law, but also the thought of it, the desire of

1 ‘ y,h who has everything working for | it. That is the purpose of God. The fantasy of even
11 him. Luke 18:18, And a certain | tryingtocommit that sin, God condemnsthat. Hedidn’t
111 Vil ruler asked him, saying, Good | realize that. Jesus knew that if you followed Him, you
I\Y/ X Master, what shall | dotoinherit | would be abetter man. You are on the road but you are
A/ X eternal life? °And Jesus said | not there yet.
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Sec-
ondly, he probably thought that
to love his neighbor was to love his cousin,
or the next door neighbor that was so nice to him.

He may have said, “I love that guy next door. | love
that guy there. He came to my church,” and stuff like
that, not knowing that “loving your neighbor” islikethe
Good Samaritan story. You know, loving those that are
hard to love. Hallelujah. God’s love does not depend
on whom you like or just immediate family aone. |
believe also that God has put something inside us that |
call culpability. God has given you a measure of faith
that you can love to this extent and sometimes you only
loveto alesser measure and you think, “I amloving.” |
really believethat. | believe that God has given us cul-
pability to love in agreater measure. A lot of timeswe
don’'t make that measure and He wants us to make that
measure.

Lastly, Jesus Himself is the embodiment of the
law. A lot of the time we think that we are
better than somebody el se iswhen we think
wearedoing well, and we arereally com-
paring ourselves with others. Try to
compare yourself with Jesus. Then
you'll find out, “Oh, | am not that
good.” Jesusisthe embodiment of the
law. So, if I think | am doing bet-

ter, | check myself and compare
myself with Jesus. | find that | am |
nowhere. Hallelujah. Thisisavery \

good study for me. It is making me
feel like | am growing now.

Il Corinthians 3:6, Who also hath made usable min-
isters of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
But if theministration of death, written and engraven
in stones, was glorious, so that the children of |srael
could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the
glory of his countenance; which glory wasto be done
away: ®How shall not the ministration of the spirit be
rather glorious? °For if the ministration of condem-
nation be glory, much more doth the ministration of
righteousness exceed in glory. °For even that which
was made glorious had no gloryin thisrespect, by rea-
son of the glory that excelleth. “For if that which is
done away was glorious, much more that which
remaineth isglorious. | thank God for thisfellowship.
| really do, because thisis the first place that | learned
the phrase, “What is God telling you?’ That is Brother
Burt'sphrase. When | talk to him he says, “Is God tell-
ing you something?’ | was brought up as a Christian,
but not to the point that | would know that God was
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telling
me something. “Just follow the
laws.” Thatiswhat | knew. Butwegettoa
point where Jesus is saying something. We sang
that song thismorning that really blessed me. The Spirit
of God iscome. The Spirit of God has cometo dwell in
us and He is directing us. We are not having the laws
where you follow the “thou shalts.” You will know it,
and the Spirit of God will just convict you.
Jesussaidif you just think badly about your brother
that you have already committed murder. The Spiritis
more glorious. Just think about a woman wrongly and
you have aready committed adultery. That istaking it
to another level and that istheintention of thelaw. They
were not put in place to only be “thou shalt not do this’
or “thou shalt not do that,” but God wantsto bring usto
a place where we don’t even fantasize about sinning,
wherewe don’'t even think about it, that it doesn’t cross
our mind any more. God hasto dwell in thisbody
so that wedon’'t even think of sin. Wejust
naturally become, something super-
natural becomes something natural.
Wearejust likecars. Thisiswhere
wearenow. Thatiswhere Jesusis
taking us. Don't feel so bad about
not knowing all the Ten Com-
mandments. The Spirit of God
dwellsinside you. He said He has
written it on our heartsand the Spirit
convictsyou.
Psalms 40:8, | delight to do thy will,
O my God: yea, thy law iswithin my heart. If
something iswrong, the Spirit of God will tell you that
you were wrong. That isthe power, “In the day of my
power, my people shall be willing.” The Spirit of God
has come and now we are willing to obey God. God
gave us the law, but the law is so spiritual and we are
not. We could not keep thelaw. Evenif you keep one,
if youfail in another one, you havefailed in everything.
James 2:10, For whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, heisguilty of all. So the
Onethat comesis much moreglorious. He gave usthat
power to fulfill those laws and much more. Just think
wrongly about awoman and you have already commit-
ted lust. Think badly about your brother for no cause
and you have already committed
murder. That scares me. | cannot

think wrong of my brother. | don’t I ’ VI
want to beamurderer. | don't care I Vi
how bad my brother is, | have to 111 VI
correct myself and pray for my v IX
brother. God bless you. 3/ \4 X
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In recent weeks, | have heard a multitude of messages
ontheloveof God. What | would liketo sharewithyouis
more of an encouragement inthelovethat God hasfor His
people, and Hisdesireto fully express Hislove within our
hearts, so much so that it would overflow outwardly to
thosearound us! 1’1l begin with ascripture versethat | am
certain many reading thiswill be familiar with. For those
who are not familiar with this verse, | pray that it blesses
you! John 3:16 says, For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Theword
“love” within this verse is agape, which is the highest,
purest, untainted, overall GREATEST love imaginable.
That agapelovefully encompasses and expresseswho God
is. Simply put, God IS love. Not only does He desire to
show forth Hislove to usin numerousways, but He ISthe
embodiment or greatest representation of what true love
actualy is.

| believe that the devil isvery keen about knowing the
power and sheer magnitude that isin God’s love. In fact,
he is so aware of it that he has worked and continues to
work extremely hard to divide the church, the Body of
Christ at large, in order to quench the power of God’s Spirit
and love moving within His Body and ministering lifein-
wardly and outwardly to humanity. | remember Brother
duCille made a statement concerning the power that a
united church has the capability of moving in. He said
that the glory of God is the key that will unite His Body
together, and His glory will be what helps us to move as
ONE man, amen. | believe that the glory, anointing, and
power that lies within the love of God will be the catalyst
to our success in becoming one through Christ.

The agape love of God isthe best form of love that we
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could ever know, give, or receive. Think about something
that you redlly love. It could bein the form of something
pleasant to the tastebuds, or a particular hobby or activity
that you really enjoy doing. Think about the people in
your lifethat you absolutely love. Thereare certain people,
places, foods, and activitiesthat wereally love. Now, com-
pound the love that you have for those people, places, or
things by one trillion, and you won’t even come close to
touching the measure of love that God hasfor you. When
you really love something or someone, you will goto great
lengthsto preserve and keep that which isnear and dear to
your heart. Itissomewhat indescribable - the ferocity that
one could exert to ensure that what they loved was pro-
tected, nurtured, and so forth. We have probably all heard
by now the example of the mother hen looking after her
chicks, and protecting them under her wings. She would
go to great lengths to make sure her babies were properly
looked after and protected because she loved them. She
did not desire to see al that she had invested in them fall
by the wayside.

The same iswith the God we serve. He has so greatly
invested in His creation, so much so that He took it upon
Himself to give men an avenue to know Him on a more
personal level. God wants to have a deeper relationship
with us. He isthe embodiment of love, what it means to
love and be loved, and He so greatly wants us to experi-
ence Hisloveand love Himinreturn. The question arises,
“How can |, anatural man, return thelovethat God hasfor
us on such alevel that He gave His life for me?” God
says, “I love you so much, that | died for you that you
would totally accept Me, in order to BE like Me.” Paul
put it well. He said that he was continually working out
his salvation. (Philippians 2:12) To me, that isindicative
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of a process that does not stop at the point of accepting
Christ into your heart. There needs to be more and more
of Christ that is imparted into our hearts, as well as less
and less of what comprises us, our nature and character,
coming out. Christ mustincrease in our hearts, that we
would decrease. And that is something that our Adamic
nature and flesh do not take easily! To be like the Most
High takes work, an effort'that goes beyond anything that
we could really ever do on avery base level. It takes hav-
ing alove for God, a desire to seek after Him with all of
your heart.

There is something of an intent.or an expectation that
God hasthrough Hisdove. Helets us know: of that expec-"
tation through the first twe commandments: Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with ALL of thy heart, and"thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. First, God wants us to
give unto Him the entirety of our hearts. When it comesto
loving God, there is absolutely nothing that should stand
between Him and your heart. | believethat whenthe Bible
describesGod asa“jealous’ God, itisreferringtotheidea
that God desires such an'itntimate rel ationship with us that
there should be absolutely nothing el se that we would want
other than Him. One of His'commandments lays out that
idea as fact: “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.”
God desires our full attention. The Bible also talks about
having and retaining a spiritual perspective. Proverbs
29:18, Wherethereisno vision, the people perish: but he
that keepeth the law, happy IS he. One of the keys to
success in God, and to success within His kingdom liesin
having the spiritual staminato keep our perspective and
vision in alignment with His mind.

One of the wonderful things about this recent 90-day
Bible reading challenge that many arejust starting, or are
well into, is the ability to digest the Word of God. Some-
times in order to increase our appetite for God and the
things that pertain to Him, we have to adjust our eating
regiment. Eating dessertsall thetimeis definitely not too
healthy for our bodies, nor is eating steak all of the time.
There needsto be abalance, and it al so appliesto the spiri-
tual side of things. Delving into the Bible, whether you
have been reading‘itdior many years or are just picking it
up for the first time, is'an absolute necessity. We cannot
go forthrhither and thither without a clear direction from
the Lord,and it helpsto read His “instruction manual” in
order to receive a better understanding of who He is and
what His expectations for His people are. At the same
time, we cannot afford to eat and eat and eat so much of
His Word without exercising it through action. The Bible
tells us that faith without works is dead. (James 2:20,26)
What a shame it would be to have and retain so much
knowledge about God without any action following up that
head knowledge. This is but one aspect of what God is
saying in terms of establishing a more intimate relation-
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ship with Him. Just knowing about God will not cutit. As
important as it is to know about Him, it is aso crucial to
come to a place of relationship with God where knowing
about Him shifts to knowing Him. The Bible says that
Abraham was referred to as “God's friend.” (James 2:23)
Can you imagine the depth of personal relationship that
Abraham had with the Almighty God in order for Him to
describeiAbraham like that??

Another key infurther devel oping that relationship with
God is through timein prayer. Spend time in the “prayer
closet” and talk to God. God is aways taking, and He
really wants to hold aconversation with us! The Bible
tells us that the effectual, fervent prayers of a righteous
man avail much. (James 5:16) Thereis so much of God's
power and life that comes through praying. And as with
many other things, the more we pray, the more consistent
we become in that arena;/and it becomes much less work
to us. Really, think of it as talking to'someone that is re-
ally closetoyou. When you havethat closefriend(s), when
you have someone or some peoplein your lifethat you can
divulge anything that is on your heart to, it isan extremely
nicefeeling. God wantstotakethat position of all inall in
our lives, someone that isthereto talk with and share your
entire heart to, withoutfear or trepidation. And just asHe
desires for us to freely commune with Him, He wants to
do the same and minister Histhoughtsto our hearts, minds,
and ultimately our souls. Going back to moving in the
love of God, whenswe are in that place in His love, our
desire should increase to want to talk to God about any-
thing. We need to get into that place where we desire to
commune and fellowship with God early and often, where
It is so sweet to our palates that we cannot stand it when
we miss out on such fellowship. In the natural, when we
have a relationship with someone that we have a specia
affinity far, or love very much, we do all that we can to
maximize our time with that person, and it is a joy and
privilege to have fellowship with them, and we normally
wouldn’t want it to end. It should be the same with God.
We need to come into that place where that love for Him
so greatly permeates our being that we cannot stand to be
away from His presence or move out of His direction.

| want to take some time to look at some descriptions
of the love that isfrom God. The entirety of the Bibleis
essentially God's “love letter” to His people, but let us
take alook into what many refer to asthe“love chapter,” |
Corinthians 13. Verse1, Though | speak with thetongues
of men and of angels, and have not charity, | am become
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.2And though |
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries,
and all knowledge; and though I"have all faith, so that |
could remove mountains, and have not'¢harity, | am noth-
ing. *And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though | give my body to be burned, and have not
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charity, it profiteth me nothing. These three verses out-
line the fact that the love of God is so vital to how man
functions and moves in those spiritual things. It is more
than just putting on religious airs, or having a spiritual
veneer or cloak. God is interested in the heart, and His
love burrows deep into the hearts of men and pinpoints
any and everything that God desires to change in order to
bring deliverance and establish men in ahigher place than
before. We can fool alot of peopleinto believing that we
arein a place spiritually where we definitely are not, but
God seesour hearts, and He has a specific remedy for each
and every condition of man’s heart. The relationship that
God isafter isfar above that of “religious grandeur.” God
wants usto comeinto that position and place of being like
Him, so we can fully understand and appreciate who God
isand fully love Him in a genuine way, as opposed to just
doing it because it’s the right thing to do, to please others,
or to exalt ourselves. God isafter the hearts of men, amen.

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth
not; charity vaunteth not itself, isnot puffed up. Thetrue
love of God is so kind and tender in expression, patient
and longsuffering in nature. Have you ever come across a
person or aset of peoplethat you felt were genuinely kind?
Have you ever met someone that seemed to have the
tenderest heart you ever came across? Or perhaps you
met an individual that seemed to have an immeasurable
reservoir of patience? God wants usto see and understand
that these are not merely the natural characteristics of man.
Far from it, these are character traits that belong to God,
and they express themselves through His love. | mean,
when you run across people that possess some or all of
these traits, the impact that it has on your being is tremen-
dous, and a lot of the time it's unbeknownst to the ones
that are expressing those characteristics. That isthe place
that God wantsfor usto be and movein. Hedesiresfor us
to come into a place where His character and nature ex-
pressesitself on aregular basis, and not only does His na-
ture transform us, but moving in His traits becomes more
and more natural to us.

God also wants us to know that His love is not posi-
tion-oriented. When we obtain or moveintheloveof God,
we should not be moving in the mindset of self-exaltation,
or see ourselves as having it all and elevating ourselves
above others. Jesus, although being the Son of the living
God, had a heart and an attitude of a servant, specifically
serving His Father. Even asayouth, Christ had the under-
standing that He was to be about His Father’s business.
(Luke 2:49) He said that all that He did and said were
under His Father’s direction. In order to truly succeed in
God, we must have the same mentality of the servant. The
Bible tells us to humble ourselvesin the sight of the Lord,
and He will lift us up. Of our own accord or in our own

think we have succeeded, but in reality the place that the
Lord has prepared for uswill far exceed any and all of our
natural expectations. It is God who gives the increase.
While serving Him, we do not have to trouble ourselves
through trying on our own to get “spiritualy promoted.”
God will take care of that in His proper timeframe.

>Doth not behaveitsalf unseemly, %L(eth not her own,
isnot easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth notin
iniquity, but rejoiceth in truth; Again, God is relating to
us just what the character and nature His love should and
will produce in us. There is no wavering in the love of
God; it does not wax cold, hot, then cold again. It iscon-
stant, consistent, and it will continue to add unto itself and
grow the more that we open up to itsflow within our hearts
and continue to move within it. And the wonderful part
about itisthat God'slove provokesusto love asHeloves,
not aswe would traditionally movein what we perceive as
love. God's love is far above and exceeds anything that
we could ever comprehend in our natural mind about what
loveis, and aswe open our minds and heartsto Hislove, it
comesin and floods our beings so much that it hasno choice
but to comeforth outwardly. Aswearereceiving Hislove,
we should be moving in it and freely giving unto others.
God isin the business of change, and Hisloveisthe cata
lyst for that change, and it starts from the inside out. |
know that all of thisis probably old-hat, but the more we
open ourselves up to Hislove, our mindset will ultimately
change, and we will begin to see as He sees, and movein
accordance to the mind of Christ as opposed to our natural
minds.

| remember a brother was talking about when he first
became born again, and how much he moved in such a
fervency, with such a great appetite to do the will of God,
and how that hunger could not be quenched by anything
the world could offer him. | think that when the verse
talks about the love of God rejoicing in truth, it isin a
sense referring to having that hunger and thirst for God
and the things pertaining to Him and His kingdom. The
Bible tells us that there are things that God brings back to
our remembrance. The truth that residesin God's love is
what brings certain words back to our remembrance. Itis
what pierces down to our very souls, cutting through our
flesh in the process in order to get us back into a place
where we can wake up in the spirit, or regain our spiritual
hearing in order to hear His voice, and ultimately shake
ourselves from the dross of our humanity and continue on
in that path of righteousness God tailor-made for each of
us. Sometimes facing that reality of the truths of God is
stinging or vexing to our flesh. But it should not, or does
not, diminish the love through the truths God presents to
each of us. He wants us to be sensitive to where we are
spiritually, and not settle for anything less than our full

capacity or strength, we cannot do it. We may try, and potentia in Him.
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Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things. When | seewherel waswith-
out God, and the point to where there wasn’t anything that
| could ever try to dofon-my own to get back on my own
two feet and climb up:higher in God in my own strength, |
cannot thank God enough. /1t was absolutely the love that
IS God, it was that love that:brought me out of many cir-
cumstances that the enemy of my soul purposed for my
eternal demise. So, it is with that knowing of where we
came from spiritually speaking, in knowing what those
situations were that the devil purpesed for our total anni=
hilation, and seeingthe handof God movinginand pluck-
ing us out of that eircumstance and placing us on ‘solid
ground, on@a pathway leading to life eternal, that we need
to movewith adetermination to not waver or draw back to
what we were delivered out of in the first place. As the
love of God continues to grow and expand within our
hearts; it facilitates a response that extends far beyond our
natural_set of circumstances. Godis greater than any situ-
ation that looks entirely bleak-and unredeemable in our
own estimation or assessment. He is in the business of
doing what men say Is impossible to.do. Asour relation-
ship deepens with God, our confidence and trust in Him
and His ability to work on oursbehalf, every.step of the
way in every situation we comeinto, should a'so strengthen
to the point where any and all doubt does not even enter
into our gray matter anymare. God'slove is made to.su-
percede every form of natural response, thinking, or.func-
tioning of men. Aswe continueto open our heartsto God's
love, and continue to movein it, our restraint or resistance
will continue to ebb away, and the love of God will. be-
come less confounding to us and more of areality, amen.
&Charity never faileth; the love of God is perfect, and
provides the perfect remedy for each and every situation.
More than that, because His love is perfect, the morewe
open up to God and His love, the more opportunity we
give to God to bring us into a state of perfection! God
certainly doesALL things well.

| heard a song recently on the radio called “ Amazing
Love,” and.in thinking about the love of God, the chorus
really struck'me. It went, “Amazing love, how can it be,
that Youmy King would diefor me; Amazing love, | know
its true, and it's'my joy to honor You, in al | do, | honor
You.” God saysthat He so loved the world, that He loved
us so much, that"He sent a provision for us to not only
receive of that love, but to cometo aplace wherewewould
be perfected and totally capable of loving as God loves.
Christ said that He came for men to have life abundantly,
and that life, that spiritual lifeand vitality isin God'slove,
and the most blessed part of it isthat we can have as much
of it as we desire. Romans 8:26-32 describes to us the
intent, the plan and purpose in the love of God and what
God's thoughts are concerning His people. | especialy
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like verse 35 in this chapter, Who shall separate us from
thelove of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? God
ispresenting uswith aquestion: “Doyou really love Me?’
How werespond on adaily basis, with every circumstance
that presentsitself, every challengethat islaid before us, it
isthroughour response to each of these situationsthat gives
us abetter understanding of where we are in the economy
of:God, as itwere. 'God sees us in atotaly different way
than we do; it is much morethan what we look at in the
mirror. We have atremendous destiny in the Lord, and a
tremendous part to play a part in God's Body. We need to
not get weary in well-doing; in seeking after God, through
feeding on His word, through talking to Him on a consis-
tent basis, by adding to ourtestimony little by little every
day. Leaveall pretensesat the door, and | et us not pretend
anymore. God wantsto get to thevery depth of our hearts.
If we are struggling, we have an avenue to go to God and
ask for help, and Heis morethan willing to accommodate
us. The Bible says that Hislove covers the multitude of
sins. (I Peter 4:8) That tells me that there is no sin too
great that His love willsnot cover, and if we are serious
about receiving His help and moving forward in Him, He
will help usto do just that.

Real ;genuine, authentic love takeswork. God desires
for a real relationship with His people. He is looking
throughout the whole earth for hearts that are willing to
follow after Him, that are open to receive Him completely.
The love that God has for us is indescribable,
uncontai nable, and unfathomable. And He wants usto not
only receivethat love, but to fully movein it, without re-
straint. The more we open up to God, the more His love
hasroom to flow within our hearts, to the point where it
needs to find an outlet of release for othersto receive and
be blessed by. It is the love of God that will perfect us
individually and collectively. Remember the two greatest
commandments:. Love the Lord your God with all of your
mind, soul, heart, and strength, AND love your neighbor
asyourself. Thelove of God not only isworking His na-
ture and character within us, but asitisworkinginus, itis
perfecting us and working out to other members of the
Body of Christ as well. It is through His love that will
bring any and all division and schism that the devil wants
to work within the church to acompleteend. Itisthelove
of God that iseven now in the process of knitting together
the hearts of men. It is the love of Godithat mends the
broken hearts, and repairsthose broken relationships. Itis
the love of God that possesses theglory that will unite His
people asone, and will lead and direct'usin moving asone
entity under Him. | hope that you are encouraged in the
vast and endless|ove that God has for you today. ItisHis
desire for al to receive of Hislove, and for those that re-
ceive Him, to be perfected by Hislove. God bless you. 3/
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...continued from page 26 (In the Midst of Adversity) bit of it. God has been reminding of the thingsthat He was
the baby! They played tug 0’ war for a minute, then the teaching me through this experience with Anna and hav-
lions won and succeeded in dragging the baby up on the ing me apply them to other situationsin my life. | am so
bank. At that point, the entire herd of buffalo cameup. It thankful for God’s love and how He leads us step by step.
seemed like the parents of the baby had gone and gotten His ways are definitely past finding out! God isreal and
the whole herd. The bulls began to fight off thelionsand Heis always there through every difficulty. His faithful-
one even flipped alion up in the air with his huge horns.  nessis unimaginable!
Then the baby got up and walked into the midst of the Phillippians 1:6, Being confident of
herd! This little description does not do the video clip thisverything, that hewhich hath be-
justice. ButtheherdisliketheBody of Christ comingand gun a good work in you will perform
rebuking the lions and by the strength of numbers, driving it until the day of Jesus Christ. 3/
them off. It isnot just little oI’ me asking and believing . N, ;
God for Anna’s healing; we have the Body of Christ be-
hind usand fighting for her life. Her lifeisin the hands of
the Lord but also in the hands of Christ on this earth - His
Body. This baby buffalo aso had three things coming
against him - thelions, the water and the crocodile. But of
course, his deliverance did not come from any of them.
Same for us - we had three options of treatment and God
was saying that her deliverance was not going to come
from any of them. As of July 9%, 2008, it will have been
nine months since Anna was in remission. Sheis doing
very, very well. We believe that sheisin the hands of the
Lord.

As | look back and go over my testimony, | can say
without a shadow of a doubt, that | am thankful for every
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