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Wk are pleased to usher in the new year with another edition of the K.I.T! We know
that it is God's desire to see His Body formed and active on this earth, and this issue
continuesto show the movement of Christ throughout His Body. We have a word brought by
Brother Burt Asbill that should strengthen and motivate you in the Lord. Sster Terry Smith
offers us her testimony of the Nebraska conference. Fellow staffers Sster Sacy Ashill,
Sster Melissa Trotter, and Brother Wesley Schell have articles that should uplift and en-
courage you. Also, Brother Tim Culver gives us some insight on E.M. Bounds, and remem-
ber, if you have anything that you feel to share or any suggestions, please do not hesitate to
write to us at our address, or contact us by email.
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Therewas atimewhen we opened achurch in Modesto,
thetownthat | comefrom, and the only placethat we could
find to meet was above a bar. So, while they honkey-
tonked, we preached Jesus. | think we can probably do the
same here; after a while everything got kind of quiet. |
don’'t know if they went away or if we just got lifted up to
where they didn’t make a difference anymore. Praise the
Lord.

It's good to be here this evening with you. | trust the
Lordwill open HisWord to myself, aswell astoyou. Praise
theLord. If you haveyour Bibles, you might want to open
them to Romans 8. Romans 8 isavery good chapter. I'm
sure you al are very, very familiar with it. There have
probably been many, many, many, many sermons preached
out of it. Well, | guess you're going to get one more. |
want to start at verse one. It says, Thereistherefore now
no condemnation to themwhich arein Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Now, the
word condemn there is aword for judgment, and because
of the way that it's put there, it means a judgment that
comes as the result of something. Hallelujah. It saysthat
those that walk not after the flesh, ...which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit...
The biggest battle that you and | have - it'sreally not your
husbands, aren’t you glad, ladies? It isnot your wives. It
is what Paul calls the “enemy within.” Paul said in an-
other place, For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing (Romans 7:17). You know, there
are alot of things going on, and there are alot of things
that peopledo, that create problemsfor other people. None
of uslive in avacuum. There are things that we do that
cause others a lot of trouble. But the trouble that they
create for you isn’t the thing that you have to beware of.

There salittletestimony of alady who, for many years,
wasavery fervent Christian, seeking the Lord and moving
in the things of God and her husband was not saved. In
fact, he had several bad habits, drinking and smoking and
sometimes abusing her verbaly, if not physically. She
would always come to church; she would always ask for
the churchto pray for her husband, that he might get saved.
She was convinced that when her husband got saved, all
of her troubleswere going to befinished. | bet alot of you
can testify as to some thought that if a situation would
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change it would make thingsin your life alittle easier.

When | first began to seek the baptism of the Holy
Ghost... They told me that when you get the baptism of
the Holy Ghost, all your troubles are over! | found that
when | got the baptism of the Holy Ghost, my troublesjust
started beginning! |1 thought | had troubles before, but the
good news was that the Holy Ghost gives you the where-
withal to overcome those troubles.

Well, she prayed, the church prayed, and God wasfaith-
ful. One day the husband got saved. Not only did he get
saved, but man, hegot revved up for God. Hegot so revved
up for God that it started giving her aproblem. Sol would
really judge, from the outcome of all that, that her hus-
band wasn't really her problem. Of course, many of you
ladies are probably convinced otherwise, but the Bible says
that we wrestle not against flesh and blood (Ephesians
6:12). Hello! Do you hear that? Personalities realy do
not have anything to do with the fact of what we wrestle
with.

Brethren, | think we'relivinginacritical, crucial time.
| really do. It saysthat wickednesswill increase, and | see
much evidence to that in our time frame. | don’t know
what it must have been like in Sodom and Gomorrah, but
I do know one thing that Jesus said when he was in
Capernaum. He said that if the miracles that had been
done in Capernaum had been done in Sodom and
Gomorrah, Sodom and Gomorrah would have repented
(Matthew 11:23-24)! So, that tells me that the time frame
that Jesuswaslivingin was somewhat worse and the people
that were involved were somewhat more hardhearted.
What must it be like in this day and in this hour, almost
two thousand years down the road?

Sometimes | think that I’m going to have to get away
from it, but | have alot of information that comes across
my path with regard to the Signs of the Times articlesin
the K.I.T. Bulletin. It seemslike everybody issending me
these little articles, and, you know, | have to read them.
They are about all of the things that are going on in the
political arena: the sodomite’s agenda, the ACLU agenda,
all of the things that are going on. We're like the frogsin
thepot. You know, thefrogisin the pot, swimming around
in the water, and it’s not hot, it's just kind of tepid, and
then the fire gets turned up and the frog just keeps swim-
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ming until he gets anesthetized and boiled to death. Then
he ends up on the plate for somebody’s dinner, or at least
hislegs do; | don’t know if they eat the rest of him. But
thefact is, that is something like a picture of the condition
of the church.

There are alot of thingsthat you and | can get caught
up into as far as religion is concerned, but religion isn’t
something that you and | want to focus on. What we need
to befocusing onisour relationship with Jesus Christ. That
iswhat you and | need to be focusing on. The more that
you are at odds with humanity, the more that you should
be in tune with God. Hallelujah. Because it saysin the
last daysit shall be, what? Brother against brother? Chil-
dren against parents? Parents against children? A spirit of
lawlessness (Matthew 10:21, Mark 13:12). That's some-
thing that you young people and younger young people
should bereally considering in the aspect of your relation-
ship with your parents. When you are at odds with them,
and contention and strife and things are going on, and you
just don’t like the way you' re being treated and all of that,
and in you rises up something that wants to resist the au-
thority that isover you, you need to remember what age of
time you are living in. 1I’'m not saying they’re right, I'm
not saying they’rewrong. I’'m talking to you kids; now, |
don't care, if you consider yourself akid at my age, that's
fine. I’'m talking to you. But you have been put in a par-
ticular place for a particular reason, you have been deliv-
ered a particular word. Be that as it may, | don’'t know
what kind of job your parents have done, | don't know
what kind of example they’ve set. The fact of the matter
is, it doesn’'t matter. It doesn’t matter, do you understand?
It doesn’t matter because in God, there is much capability
and potential that isat your disposal asayoung person. It
does not matter what your ageis, whether you'refive, six,
seven, eight, nine, four, three, two, one! | don't care. |
don’'t care what it is, because the Holy Ghost has no basis

it'stelling mel don’t like. | don’t want to hear it; | don’t
want to recognize it. It isnot asthough I am playing the
gameof denial. Believe you me, inthe morning there’'sno
denying, or at the end of theday, there’'sno denying. There's
no denying the fact that I’m not as strong as | used to be, |
don’'t haveasmuchwind as| used to, | don’t have asmuch
strength as| used to. But the fact of the matter is, thereis
something that God has given me that has given me the
ability to circumvent my weakness. Comeon! It can cir-
cumvent my weakness, for it sayswhen | am weak, whois
strong? Heisstrong (11 Corinthians 12:10)! That means
that there is something that He has to do in the fact of me
being weak! That is why Paul could say, “I glory in my
infirmities” (11 Corinthians 12:9). If Paul had never been
stoned, how would he know he could be lifted up and go
on and do whatever he was doing? If he had not been
flogged, how could he have stood at the end of the day and
said, “1 bear in my body” (Galatians 6:17)? How could he
have said that? He couldn’'t have said that. Now, it’s not
as though we go and say, “Alright here, beat me with the
cat-o-ninetailsthirty-ninetimes.” Don’t worry. God will
take care of it. He'll give you the opportunity if you're
fortunate, maybe.

Now, the Bible says that there is no condemnation
(Romans 8:1). Didyou hear that? Thereisno condemna
tion. What did they teach mein science? For every cause,
there's an effect. For every disobedience, thereisajudg-
ment that comes, not for the purpose of chastising you and
making you feel bad that you were such anaughty person,
but to get you to recognize your position of being out of
harmony, out of sync, out of position, out of place with
Almighty God'sintent for you in the plan and the purpose
that He has. My goodness. We are so easily, easily di-
verted. Of course, you're not easily diverted, right? You
probably pray four or five hours a day and are out on the
street witnessing, and doing those things that are neces-

of numerical value. 1t doesn’t
look at you as something of
an entity that cannot compre-
hend. Of course, theolder you
get, the more responsible you
become and the more liable
you are before the Lord.

We don't believe the
Holy Ghost. Wedon't believe
the power of the Holy Ghost

IF | AM IN CHRIST, |
AM ENCAPSULATED.
NoT oNLY AM |
ENCAPSULATED, |
AM INCARCERATED.

N Sy to perpetuate the King-
dom of God, right? You go to
church every other night, at
least, right?
Thereisthereforenow no
condemnation to them which
arein Christ Jesus, whowalk
not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit (Romans 8:1).
There is a difference between

to circumvent any and every
situation. We do not believe that it can give us the power
to move beyond the place of our humanity and our finite
thinking to where it can expand out and beyond what we
can see with our eyes, touch with our hands or hear with
our ears.

You know, my body is telling me something and what
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/ beingin Christ Jesus, and hav-
ing Christ Jesus in you. Then why do we have so much
trouble with it? Why do we have so much trouble with
that thought? We have trouble with the fact that we are
not demonstrating the reality of what it means to be in
Christ. If I amin Christ, | am encapsulated. Not only am
| encapsulated, | am incarcerated. | therefore, the pris-
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oner of theLord, beseech you... brethren, ...that yewalk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called (Ephesians
4:1). Did you hear the word vocation? Oh, he probably
meant being an electrician, being a carpenter, being a
plumber, being an accountant, being this, being that, what-
ever it isto make aliving. Right? Or going to school or
learning your ABCs or your 123s. Or maybe what was
meant by vocation was being apart of afive-fold ministry.
Oh, yes, that must bewhat itis! No, he’stalking about one
thought, one thought alone. Have you ever given it any
thought how it is that we, being so many and varied in
abilities, arerequired to be the samein one certain respect?
Because the focus is not supposed to be on what we are,
but on what Heisand what that translates into with regard
to the thing that He, God, expects. God wants a son!

Do you know that Paul was aone thought person? It's
amazing how many times he could write that thought. In
all of the epistles and books, I mean, the one thought de-
veloped into an entire New Testament. It wasn’'t so much
that Paul was so concerned about what was going to be. 1t
seems like we're always looking off, “What’s going to
happen? What's going to happen out there? What’s going
to happen over here? What's going to happen over there?
Or what kind of revelation can come forth in the midst of
all of that? What does it mean and how does it work and
what can | dowithit?” Paul wasn’'t so much into that type
of thinking. He did have the revelation of the end time,
but he had arevelation of the end times from the perspec-
tive of God's thought and intent from the very beginning.
Hesaid, “Whether I’min the body or out of the body, who
cares?’ (Il Corinthians 12:2-3) Who cares? We would
probably try to psychoanalyze the feeling

that mark, / N\
brethren. We | VWE ARE STUCK WITH
as a church,

C0||ective|y, OUR NOSE GLUED TO
probably indi- | =\ RROR. ALL WE

vidually as

well, aremiss- | SEE |S ME,
ing that mark. :
I’m not here to MY SELF

get you all out

into the mully- AND |.

grubs because -
you're, “Oh, we're missing the mark.” That is not my
intent. My intent, God help me, is to get you excited, to
get you endeavoring to look beyond the end of your nose.
We'relike the man whereit says he beholdeth himself ina
glass and he goeth away and forgets what manner of man
he was (James 1:23-24). We are stuck with our nose glued
tothemirror. All weseeisme, myself andl. Government
of the people. Government of Burt Ashill, for Burt Ashill,
by Burt Asbill. Hallelujah! “Wejust had alandslide vote!
Itwasunanimous! |I'm president!” Of course, your lifestyle
is probably a little different than mine, the devil you're
fighting is probably alittle bit nicer than the one that I'm
fighting and he probably hasn’'t done as much damage to
your psyche as he hastried to do to mine. Of course, the
little devil that is inside of you is probably not as bad as
that little devil that is inside of me.

Brethren, there’ s something that you and | need to come
to grips with: when we got saved, we got born again.
The church doesn’'t understand what it means to be born

again. Itislike, “1 get bornagainand | get

or try to figure out just how it workedand NM{OST OF US DON’ T up in the morning and I'm still Mr. Burt
what kind of feeling we had, and so forth. Asbill, not Burtin Christ or Christin Burt.
“Were the lights down and was the music EVEN Oh, I’ve got something of a twinge, and
playing and what song werewe singing and REALLY sometimes | think it's indigestion. | get
what Bible verse were we reading? What ! these little hiccups of righteousness that
thought was coming to mewhen all of this REALLY kind of bring me back, or jerk me up and
happened and | had this experience, 1 bring me back to some cognizant knowl-
‘“Whether in the body or out of the body’ 7’ REALLY edge that, ‘Oh, there's a God out here
“Didyou seemearound that day? Did you ’ somewhere!’” Most of us really don't

recognize me? Did you see me there? |
wasthere. Did you seeme?” No, hisat-
titude was, “Whether in the body or out
of the body, God knoweth. | don’t
care!” But he says he was
lifted up into the third
heaven. PraiseGod! Doyou
understand? There was
something of aredlity, there
was a thought, there was an
intent that was so much be-
fore him, and we' re missing
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REALLY,

REALLY,
| MEAN REALLY,

REALLY kKNow (Gop.

evenreally, redly, really, really, ReaLLy,
REALLY, REALLY, REALLY, REALLY, RE-
ALLY, | mean REALLY, really know
God. Toalot of usHeisstill some-

thing of a figment of our
imagination. He is some-
thing that is written about
in this Bible. He is some-
thing from which we get,
oh-oh-oh, revelation! But
what God wants you to
know is, if your revelation
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of God doesn’t do something for you personally, individu-
ally, to where you become something collectively good,
then you're missing God! You're missing God! God is
not interested in knowledge without the reality of Him
being manifested in the midst of that knowledge! Now, He
could come down and vaporize Himself, or whatever you
call it. Manifest, materialize. You know, whoomp - and
there is God! But that’s not how God wants to manifest
Himself. God did that at onetime. What God now wants
to do is to manifest Himself in a greater measure, in a
greater way, in afuller dispensation, in afuller magnitude,
inafuller, visible, viable, real set of circumstancesin rea
honest to goodness God people! That's what God wants
to do. That iswhat He has always wanted to do. That is
what He said back there in Jeremiah, but alas, we have
gotten so bogged down. The house bogs us down, our
kids bog us down, our wives bog us down, our husbands
bog us down, the guy at work bogs us down, our paycheck
bogs us down, or we begin to have this ache and that ache
and we begin to have this problem and that problem and
N e don’'t sleep at
night. Hallelujah.
Well, if you can't Sleep
at night, | say get up
and go pray. That's
what | do, | get up and
go pray. | mean, Holy
Ghost prayer. | don’'t
mean, “Oh, God, help
me go back to sleep!”
Of course, none of you
have laid in your bed
for an hour-and-a-half
looking at the wall,
saying, “God, | wish |
could go back to
sleep,” and the only
thing you prayed for
was sleep. You finally you got your sleep, but unfortu-
nately, that was all you got. That was all you got.
There's something about the reality of the business of
God that God iswanting to do in the midst of apeoplethat
are willing to give themselves over to the doing of it!
Let me affirm something; whatever you do for God isn't
going to be comfortable! Hello! There went my prosper-
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NIGHT, | SAY GET

UP AND GO PRAY.
| MEAN HoLY
(GHOST PRAYER.

\ y

ity doctrine right out the door. It’s not going to be com-
fortable; it’s not going to be fun in the sense that the world
looksat fun. Oh, it might be exciting for awhile, until you
get really scared to death! You know what being scared is
like, don’'t you? Oh, of course, you probably haven't had
that experience over thereinAfrica. Let metell you, I've
been over there so many times and every time | go over
there, | always get scared to death! Because I’'m aways
being put into a situation that | don’t want to be put into!
WEell, we want our little oatmeal in the morning and we
want it a certain way, and our toast has to be buttered just
the right way, and then we have to have our coffee and we
haveto havetheright amount of sugar and the right amount
of cream. And if everythingisn’t right whereit’'s supposed
to be, something happens! Then everybody starts|ooking
for flack jackets and helmets.

Brethren, theworldisgoingto hell!l THEWORLD IS
GOING TOHELL! Youand | are supposed to be saviors
of the world (Obadiah 1:21). Saviors of the world, sons
of God. Oh, hallelujah. But we have difficulty manifest-
ing our saviorhood in the midst of our personal, private
environment! My God, hallelujah! Thereisjust so much
to do, so much to do, and not enough people to do it. |
don't carewhat it is, anywherethat you are, thereisjust so
much that can be done, with regard to God, if it is nothing
more than fasting and praying and seeking the face of God!
Thefact of the matter is, God istrying with all of Hismight
to get usinto Him, so that when the indignation comeswe
can be hid! That doesn’t mean that He is going to take us
and stick us over in a corner and put a box on top of us
where nobody can find us. Hallelujah. What it meansis
that you and | will have a position, a place of authority.
We are so rooted into the things of the world.

| have been thinking about a particular set of circum-
stances concerning somethat arein thisword. It isasitu-
ation that | have been thinking and praying about all this
week, looking to God. We came with a word that they
should begin to knock on doors and look for the opportu-
nity of God moving with them collectively to accomplish
thewill of God. But, you know, the devil is not dumb, so
what he did was to kick every one of them upstairs. He
gave them good jobs and good benefits and al the things
that go with that kind of environment and now they’re
hooked; do you know what | mean? They’re hooked. So
now they don’t only haveto struggle with doing what God
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wants them to do, they have to get un- /~ ~\ says Hewill never leave you or forsake
hooked! Well, some of us are hooked. WELL; you (Hebrews 13:5). So that means |
Some of us are hooked with our own SOME OF could go out this door, go into that pool
smartness. We' re hooked with our human- hall over there, begin to shoot pool, drink
ity. My God! Thereissomethingthat God US ARE beer, smoke cigarettes, and God is right
wants to do; there is something that God there with me. Now, to you, that may
wants to manifest and the fact of the mat- HOOKED. seem bad, but what about getting into a
ter is, none of uscan doit. Itisonly God ) temper tantrum? What about getting into
that can do it, but we have to make our- WE RE some sort of depressed funk because
selves available to Him in order for Him HOOKED somebody did something you didn’t like?
todoit! That attitude that is not Christ, is it any

Somebody recently sent mean article. WITH OUR worse? What about not aspiring to the
We think we're so far advanced. | say we things of the Kingdom, but instead, pur-
have degenerated. | was reading in this | HUMANITY . suing after the things that are out therein

article about these young men, one was

the world? | told a young man here the

sixteen years old and a commander-general in an army,
one was representing as an ambassador at seventeen or
eighteen. There was atwelve-year-old that was teaching.
These are not people that had gifted 1Qs. They were just
people that were diligent and dedicated and they applied
themselves. If we applied ourselvesto fasting and prayer
and to seeking the face of God, and then walking it out in
our everyday experience, what is there that could stop us
from accomplishing the purpose for which we are born
again? Hello! You know, | don't have to tell you that
you're not acting like Christ. | don’t haveto tell you that;
| don’'t haveto explain. “Well, A, Christ would do thisand
B, Christ wouldn’t do that and C, Christ wouldn’t do that
and D, you did this and you did that and you did this and
that and thisand that.” Then you would say, “What do you
mean, | did all that? Well, what about you?" Pretty soon,
you've got hell. Not God, hell. You got, not heaven, you
got hell, that’s what you got. Somewhere, somehow in
that equation, somebody hasto beginto act like God. That
doesn’t mean, sanctimonious, better-than-you, 1’ m-not-
going-to-answer-you, I’m-not-going-to-talk-to-you. No,
it doesn't mean that at all. It means with a broken and
contrite heart, not before an individual, but before God! |
can make you think that I’m this or I'm that or whatever,
but God knoweth the frame, God knoweth the problem,
God knoweth the trouble.

There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which arein Christ Jesus... In Christ Jesusis aposition
that is designated for you and me. IN CHrist JEsus! Now,
if Christisin me, everywherel go, Christ hasto go, for He
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other day, “You know, affluence and natural blessing are
not asign of God'sfavor.” To think everythingisfineand
hunky-dory because you have finally achieved some ex-
tent of financial prosperity. “I got alittle nest egg.” Poof
- and nest egg’'sgone. You can’t control the economics of
tomorrow. You can’'t even control the economics of today.
You can’t control your health. You can’'t control the
weather. One thing that | found out in farming is that,
unless you have an inside track with the Boss, it's an im-
possibility. When it's supposed to rain, it doesn’t rain.
Whenit'snot supposed torain, it rains. It doesn’t justrain
a little bit; it comes down in buckets. It came down so
hard one time that our corn just al went flat on it's face
beforethe Lord, only | didn’t think it was before the Lord,
not until it got resurrected, anyway.

There is a position, a place that God is bringing us
into. Thereissomething that God iswanting to give unto
us, an understanding, aglimpse. If wecould belike Moses
was, just to have some of the desire that he had to know
Yehovah! Can you imagine going in before the Lord?
Having Him talk to you? Having Him give you instruc-
tion? Being called up on the mountain? Wouldn’t you
like to have been in his shoes? Well, the problem was, my
humanity probably would have been just as scared as the
other two hundred and ninety-nine million Israglites that
said, “You go, Moses, lest we die (Exodus 20:19)!” He
wasn't high priest, but he could go into the Holy of Holies
and commune with the Lord and have that fellowship. We
seek the wrong things, do you know that? We seek the
wrong things. Hedidn't say, “Well, | want to know what’s
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going to happenintheendtime. | wanttoknow what's  \ 1/

humanity becomes so stubborn and so resistant,

going to happen. What is this thing called the then God will go outside of humanity and He
five-fold-ministry? What is the thing that is Iﬁ_l will use the mule, the jackass, to talk to you

called baptism of the Holy Ghost? | want to

know thesethings, God. What are all these?” No, he said,
“I want to know You.” He didn’t want to know anything
but God. Somehow he had this understanding that every-
thing elsewasirrelevant and had no value, unless he knew
God. Hesaid, “I want to seeYou. | want to see Your face
(Exodus 33:13,18).” Did you know Moses was not igno-
rant? This man was a learned man. He wrote part of the
Bible; they say he wrote the first five books of the Old
Testament. He knew that no man can see God and live!
(Genesis 32:30, Exodus 33:20). But, you see, that didn’t
make any difference. You and me, there's a difference.
We want to hang on to some sort of shred of our personal
environment, our personal identity, our position, our place
of being human, of having the right of being human and
being considered by those around us as being a little bit
more special but still human!  Of course, that is not the
church’s problem. Yes, it is. It isthe church’s problem,
from the least to the greatest. We are try-

ing to hang on to some shred of our
personal identity!

Today as | was driving
over, | was pondering a
word that Jesus said. He
said, “No man can take
My life from Me (John
10:17-18).” Now, you
may think He was only
referring to the end of the
matter. That is not what
Hewastalking about, inre-
ality. You see, Hehad awalk-
ing personal relationship with
God, but Hewas also in the midst of
gross humanity all around him, making
demands upon Him, creating problemsfor Him. You don’t
think Peter wasn't a problem? Squabble and bicker; this
man, Yeshua, had His head in the clouds, feet on the earth.
He was talking to the Father and hearing the bickering of
James and John and Peter and therest of them. We are not
much farther along than them. We're thinking that we are
much farther along in the the sense of what is before us,
the magnitude of eternity that isstaring usright in theface!

We get so easily offended. It says, Thereistherefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus... That means if you and | aren’t in Christ Jesus,
thereisacondemnation that we are bearing. Wethinkiitis
because the other person is thinking bad thoughts about
us. Sometimesthose bad thoughts are not necessarily right,
but they’re not all necessarily wrong. You see, when our
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GoD, FORGIVE ME
FOR BEING IN THE FLESH.
FORGIVE ME FOR LOSING MY

TEMPER. FORGIVE ME FOR BEING
FRUSTRATED. FORGIVE ME FOR
BEING REBELLIOUS. FORGIVE ME

FOR SEEKING TO ACHIEVE

MY OWN WAY.

with regard to your rebellion, your place of re-
sistance. The authority that you are resisting isn’t the au-
thority that isin the house or in the home or in the land or
in the things of the government. That is not the authority
that you are resisting, because God says He put those au-
thoritiesin their position, intheir place - to do what? What
arethey to do? They are for the purpose of chastising the
wicked. If you get in your car and drive down the street
like amaniac, how far do you think you'll get? Well, you
will get just about as far asthe next cop. That isasfar as
you aregoing to get. Now, you might luck out and makeit
down to the end of the street and not get it, or you might
make it past the end of the street and out into the freeway
and not get it, but somewhere along the way you’re going
to get it! Because, let me tell you something, your eyes
can't beeverywhere at the sametimeand till drive! These
guys arereally sneaky. They hide behind trees, they hide
behind barrels, they hide behind signs, they hide every-
wherel  Somewhere, sometime, the finger of God is go-
ing to comedown onyou - if you arelucky! Oryou
might find yourself wrapped around aguardrail.
Somehow, someway, judgment always comes
to you and me when we're outside of God.
If weknew that, if wereally believed that, |
think we would be alittle more fearful, a
little more cautious, a little more careful
about relationships, for onething, and also
with regard to our attitude towards
God. Proverbstellsusthat to fear
God isthe beginning of wisdom
(Proverbs 9:10).

How many of you know
that God is not a part-time
job? Hello? Have you fig-
ured that one out yet? Amen.
God is not a part-time job.
God is not someone Who

wants just a piece of you ten
percent of the time, twenty per-
cent of thetime, thirty percent of
the time, forty percent of the time!
God didn’t create you for that purpose. Now, you could
say, “Well, it wasunfair.” Maybe it was, who cares? You
can take it up with Him in eternity. He created usto need
Him, because He put something of Himself in us, and that
something isincomplete without the rest of what it is that
that little something is a part of. Aslongasyou and | are
out there pushing and testing and moving and doing this
and doing that without fulfilling the will of God, it isnoth-
ing more than a lesson in futility. You can be the best
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mother, you can be the best wife, you can be the best hus-
band, the best brother, the best sister and still be totally,
absolutely unfulfilled. Why? Because, in al of that, un-
less you're doing it as unto the Lord and working toward
Hisobjective, it brings no revelation, it brings no infilling,
it brings absolutely nothing of God into your soul to com-
plete the thing that isinside of you that needs the fulfilled
will of God!

We use theillustration of cutting off the hand and put-
ting it on the table. How much a part of the body is that
hand if it ison thetable and it is separated from the body?
That isbasically what you and | do in our everyday activ-
ity as we are endeavoring to be human in a human envi-

these pop quizzes. There was nothing “pop” about them,
except for thefact that he just popped it down on my table,
on my desk. And, of course, you know, | didn’t havetime
toread, | didn’'t havetimeto study. Who needed to study?
I have fivefingers on one hand, five on the other hand and
five toes on each foot. | can count up to twenty! Conse-
quently, | never passed them. God gives us pop quizzes,
He gives us pop tests, to determine how much of your do-
ingisreally God. Halelujah. Somebody looksthe wrong
way, somebody says the wrong thing, somebody does the
wrong thing and what happens? What goes on in that
arena? What happensin that environment? What isyour
attitude? Isit Christian? Isit reconciliation? Isit har-

ronment. We do not have the ful- r
fillment, unless what we are doing FO
is the thing Christ wants us to do, Of
or let me put it this way: it is the
thing that Christ Himself is doing!
| made a discovery, and prob-
ably some of you have made the
samediscovery. Itisn’twhat | sup-
pose, or it isn't what | think, it is
what | know because God hasgiven
me an assurance, God has spoken
to me a word, and | don’t mean,
“ThussaiththeLord.” | mean, there
issomething of God that says, “ This
is Mel Move hand! Move foot!
Move hand! Movefoot!” Andit's
there, it’s working, it’s bringing
forth the reality of God! When all
hell is breaking loose around me, it
is not bringing me into a place of

10%

30%

N mony and peace and love and ca-
maraderie? Isit, “Ohyes, yes, yes,
you' re absolutely right.” Of course
itis, isn't it? Just sweet, loving,
everything’s so hunky-dory, so
much fun, al this good time, isn’t
that right? Or maybe you are like
Mount Vesuvius? Smoke starts
coming out your ears? Maybe not
quitesovisible. You just start rum-
bling, your earth starts shaking and
you get that growling down inside,
and it begins to shake a little bit.
Maybe even after the first and sec-
ond shaking, a little sssppttt - you
just kind of spew out. Nothing like
that ever happens to you, does it?
Nothing like that at all. You're so
loving, and oh so humble and ab-
solutely Christian and so forgiving

FOR
Gob

20%

40%

tumult and confusion and trouble
and tribulation, where | begin to
look at myself instead of God. “Oh,
woe is me, poor me, I'm gonna be
completely dissolved.” But the
Word holds me steadfast to His plan
and His purpose to bring me to a
point of fullness.

It says, Thereistherefore now
no condemnation to them which

100% FuLFILLED
WE DO NOT HAVE THE

FULFILLMENT, UNLESS
WHAT WE ARE DOING IS
THE THING CHRIST

. WANTS US TO DO.

J

and everything isjust good, and it
just takes you minutes to get over
everything! Praise God! | thought
| was speaking to thewrong crowd.
Well, would you say that you'rein
Christ? Would you say that your
actionisexcusable before God? Do
you think that there is something
that is required in that kind of cir-
cumstance, that kind of situation?

arein Christ Jesus, whowalk not after theflesh... Breth-
ren, let me put it as simple as | can: “flesh” means doing
whatever it isyou’ re doing and doing it, not as unto God,
but asunto yourself. Asitisinschool, soitisin God. God
gives us instruction, He gives us the mechanics and we
begin to act as though we are Christian and move in a
Christian environment and become, asit were, “ Christian”
in our actions, but in the midst of al that Christian-ness,
God gives you an exam. An exam!?1? You know, | used
to hate them. | had thisteacher and he would always give
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You know, | awaystold God, “God, just put me up in the
mountain someplace, put meinacaveand I'll befine.” It
wouldn’t befine. | find myself fighting with myself. Paul
repeatedly speaks of the inward conflict, the war between
his two selves (Romans 7:14-25). Have you ever beenin
those situations where you just start kidding around with
each other and it gets alittle serious and a little more seri-
ous and alittle more serious, and pretty soon everybody’s
not kidding anymore. It'snot fun, isit? It’snot something
that you can think back upon with pleasure. You wak
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away from the situation more damaged and
more hurt than edified or exhorted.
God wants us to be Godly. That means|
have to respond like God. | have to spend
timewith God, | have to have God inside of
me and me becoming a part and being made
up in the aspect of His character. That is
where God and | get so mixed together that
,__/'J you can’'t see me anymore because you can
only see God! That's what God wants. He
has therefore, what? Given you and me this ministration
of reconciliation. What reconciliation? Whereas, He was
intheworld and the sin that wasin theworld Hedid not...
what? ...give it to them, or count it against them. But He
took it upon Himself (11 Corinthians 5:18-19). Don't get
mewrong. | don’t say you can go out and start sinning for
other people. That's not what I’'m saying. What I’m say-
ing isthat thereisaposition, thereisaplacethat the church
hasto bein at acertain time. There hasto be amanifesta-
tion of that thing that God calls son! And if you're not
manifesting in your home or in your private set of circum-
stances, you' re not going to manifest it out there no matter
how much you know, or what you got, or how many times
you speak intonguesaday! You see, the Holy Ghost wasn't
just given to you for the sake of you edifying yourselves,
and speaking in another tongue. TheHoly Ghost wasgiven
to you to lead you into truth. Truth about whom? Truth
about Him, that the more truth | know about Him, the more
truth | know about me and I find out that the truth about
me isn’t something that | necessarily want revealed any-
where other than in His closet, with Him. So | haveto be
covered over with Him. So completely, so entirely, so ab-
solutely, totally encapsulated in Himthat | cease to be. |

God, do you hear me? IT'SGOD! | haveto buckle down,
| have to get down before God and submit myself to that
washing machine. Have you ever watched those washing
machines? Back and forth, back and forth. | throw some-
thing in that water and it just pulls it down in there. Do
you know, | really like doing that. | just throw it in and it
just pullsit down! | say, “Thisisfun!
| just put it in there, and it pullsit

down.” 1 don’t know what you girls

find hard about washing. | could

sit there and watch that washing

machine all day long, just pouring

clothesin there. And when you pull them out they’ re nice
and whiteand clean. But you know something? | not only
seeitgoingin, | seeit coming out. | seeit goindirty and
| seeit come out white. | don’t know that down thereit’s
getting crunched and beaten and kicked and stomped and
flipped around and twisted around. The sheet getstwisted
around the towel, and the shirt gets twisted into the midst
of itand it’s all twisted up together! But they all come up
clean. They all comeup clean and so entwined. Of course,
you can grumble and complain, “Oh, oh, oh, | have to get
thisall straightened out, blah, blah, blah, who ever invented
thiswashing machine!” Hallelujah. Or, just watching the
clothesdryer going around. 1I’m kind of strange, | guess. |
remember when | was in the service, we had to do our
laundry down at the Laundromat, and we would throw our
clothesinthat big old dryer. Now, of course, wejust threw
everything in there. We didn’t take the whites, and put
them in there and take this and put it in there and wait,
wait, wait, or put them in another machine, we just threw
everythinginthere! Thedryer would be going around and
around and around and this shirt would be diving thisway

really think that’s what happened to Enoch, do /7~ ™\
you know that? | think that He got so close to SOMETIMES WE THINK

God that He just walked into God. He pulled )

God down around Him. Hallelujah! Can you WE RE JUST GOING

imagine knowing God so intimately, so closely,

that one day you get up to God and just reach AROUND AND

out and pull God over you, and asfar as every- AROUND AND

body else is concerned, you're God. “Where

did he go? Where? | don’t see him anymore. AROUND AND

He'sgone! Hewas hereaminute ago and all of

the sudden he's gone!” And all the time he's AROUND.

standing therewith God! Maybeyou don’t want WELL YOU’ RE

it. | wantit. | wantit! | want ! It doesn't !

make any differencewhat my circumstancesare. JUST IN YOUR DRYER.

God created my circumstances. Of course, | may  \a J

not think He knows what He's doing because | don't like
what he'sdoing. Don't likeit at all! Don't like the place
I’'min. I don't likethe thing I’m doing. | don’t like what
| have to do and here and there and all the demands that
are being madeonme. It'sGod. It'sGod! 1t'sGod! It's
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- almost flying - and then thistowel would be going around
like this - and you' re watching it and you can amost hear
Beethoven - and in the midst of the dancing, here comesa
sock! Oh, and when they come out... Ahhhhh! Just put
your faceinit. Course, that'sano-no, | understand. You
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don’t want your greasy hair and face all over your clean
clothes! But, boy, they smell so good! Clean! They smell
clean. And, you know, the shirt didn’t careif the sock was
going init’s sleeve and coming out at the end of the cuff,
or that some other piece waswrapped up in the midst of it.
It didn't care! Didn’t care! They were al in the fire to-
gether! Inthefiretogether! To makeit smell so sweet, do
you know it took the heat of that drying element and the
tumbling around together? Tumble,
tumble, tumble, tumble, tumble,
tumble. Sometimes we think we're
just going around and around and
around and around. Well, you'rejust
in your dryer. Because | don't be-
lieve that it isn't without purpose.
God isnot foolish. God is not fool-
ish. The fact of the matter is, God
knowsthe end of the day, whereyou
need to be, and He knows what it
takesto get you there.

Therefore, those that are in
Christ Jesus! Now, we could say,
“Well, blah, blah, blah. Because of
this, I’m out of sorts,” and we begin
to make all kinds of excuses. Let's
just use it as a positive, and not as a
negative. If you know you’re under
some kind of judgment, repent! It's
quite simple. It's quite one, two, three-ish. You repent!
“God, forgive me for being in the flesh. Forgive me for
losing my temper. Forgive me for being frustrated. For-
give me for being rebellious. Forgive me for seeking to
achieve my own way, my own way, my own way, my own
way, my own way!” Quite frankly, quite frankly, | think
the church needs to get back to basics in order to get on
into heaven, into the revelation of God! It’'s not a word,
it’snot aknowledge, it'san entity, it'sapersonality. It'sa
PERSONALITY, do you hear, that hasto be demonstrated within
this vessel right here, IN THE CIRCUMSTANCE THAT GOD HAS
puT MEIN! | don’t havetolikeit, but | candoit with joy as
unto Him. You know, | can do alot of thingsthat | don’t
liketodo, IF | dothem asuntotheLord! | mean, thereare
alot of thingsthat | don’t liketodo. | just don’t liketo do
them! And yet, God puts me there again, and again, and
again, and again and one day He says, “Stop looking at it
andlookat Me!” | said, “Okay, let metry that for awhile.”
| found out it works! Now, that doesn’t mean that | like it
any better, but thereis something of ajoy that | havein the
midst of my “not liking.” 1n the midst of what I'min and
what isgoing on, thereisajoy that | have, an ExPECTATION
of a hope that something is coming that is MucH BETTER!
Oh, hallelujah, hallelujah, HALLELUJAH!

Itispossible, becauseit says, “ For thelaw of the spirit
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of lifein Christ Jesus has, what? MADE ME FREE FROM THE
LAW OF SIN AND DEATH (Romans 8:2)! What it'sreally say-
ing is, “For the law of the spirit of lifein Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death in the aspect
of my humanity!” You know, my humanity is under the
law of sin and death and the only way that | can circum-
vent that law is to get up in Him and stop being human
and start being divine!l What we are speaking about is
resurrection! | don’t need to be
whooshed off my feet, | don't need
fuzzy-wuzziesgoing up and down my
spine, | don’t need the hair standing
up on end nor chills running up and
down my spine. | don’t need to be
speaking intonguesin someglorious,
assertive way. All | havetodoisto
know the reality of His presence!

It is not that we don’t have to
overcomethings. Brethren, may | say
toyou that weareall put into circum-
stances that we don’t like? Some-
thing about them pricks us. It's not
the utopia, the epitome of absolute
happiness, the fulfillment of one's
aspirations and dreams. Somewhere
inthe midst of that euphoric realm of
humanistic thinking, somethingisnot
right. Something is pricking us.
Something is saying, “You' re not happy! You're not con-
tent!” Thedevil, heflashesthisin front of you, he flashes
that in front of you, he flashesthis, he flashesthat. Flash-
cards. You know what they are? And because we're not
where we' re supposed to be, we look and we begin to fal-
ter. You know, you think you’re above certain propensi-
ties, at least | do, only to find out you weren’t as good as
you thought you were. Something happens, something is
flashed before your face and it looks nice. “Weeell, that
wouldn’t be so bad, would it?” If itisn't God, if it isn’t
God, IF1T1sN'T Gop, it isof no value. Not only isit not of
any value, but it is detrimental, detrimental to your posi-
tion and - watch out - it could be hazardous to your spiri-
tual health.

Romans 8:3, For what the law could not do, in that it
was weak through theflesh, God sending hisown Son in
thelikenessof sinful flesh, andfor sin, condemnedsinin
the flesh: “That the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled... not in Him aone, but ...in us, who... what?
...walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. After the
Spirit! Oh, hallelujah. There is just so much going on,
brethren, that needs the strength of the Son. Asthe church
haslost its strength, wickedness has increased in its bold-
ness and the agenda of Satan has been politicized and

continued on page 13...
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A Book Nook By: Tim Culver

The countenance of E. M. Bounds was a light that
shown everywhere he went. His messages stirred men to
repentance, whether he crawled up next to you during a
long night, stuck in afoxholeat one of the civil war battles
of Vicksburg, Fredericksburg or the defense of Atlanta, or
you heard himin one of hismany pastoratesover theyears.
Maybe you read his writings, which were quite prolific
and anointed of God. But behind everything that people
saw, there was hidden an intense life of prayer. This man
had power through prayer and hislife showed the glory of
God, whether he was a soldier for the Confederate Army
or as a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ. He was
always at his post of prayer, earnest about the souls of the
men and women around him.

Power was lacking in the Southern Methodist Church.
The Civil War brought much suffering, deprivation, and a
spiritual bewilderment, but God was raising up aman in
St. Louis, Edward Bounds. Hewas going to be aforcefor
God throughout the war wearied ranks of the Southern
confederacy, fighting for the soul s of those who were about
to die, and those who were bleeding at death’sdoor. Born
just outside of St. Louis, Missouri, hisfather was aman of
business and a strong man of faith. Asafamily they had
time in the Word and prayer every day. This produced
children who had a foundation to turn to when they came
to the end of themselves. They produced children who
were committed to alife of Christ-centered living.

After ashort jaunt to Placerville, Californiain search
of gold, he settled back in the St. L ouis areagoing to school
to become alawyer. At 19 he became the state’s youngest
lawyer. Thiswasagood first step for thispreacher. 1t was
in law that he learned to be a good speaker and came into
an understanding of the law. When the Civil War broke
out in 1861, Bounds did not align himself with either side.
By this time he was a preacher and pastor in . Louis.
Missouri was more sympathetic toward the Southern cause
than toward the North and with Northern troops occupy-
ing the state, seeds of discord began to be sown inthe hearts
to the Union troops and the citizens of the state of Mis-
souri. The Union troops under the command of General
R. Curtis were given absolute authority in the state, the
president having declared marshal law. But Bounds could
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not keep himself out of the war. A small skirmish took
placein hishometown. Hischurch wasused asthe offen-
sive staging area for the Confederate soldiers against a
Union garrison stationed acrossthe street at the courthouse.
This eventually led Mr. Bounds' name to be unjustly put
onto the black list of Southern sympathizers and Edward
found himself in awar prison in the dead of winter. Even-
tually, E. M. was banished to the South where he hooked
up with the 18,000 Missourian Army as one of their chap-
lains. Thisarmy became known as one of the most coura-
geous, determined and self-sacrificing armiesin the entire
South. After gaining renown in the defense of Vicksburg,
his army found themselves as the cork in the bottle of de-
fenses in the defense of Fredericksburg. Brother Bounds
was given plenty of opportunities to preach, pray and tes-
tify to the men on the front lines of the saving power of
Christ. At first hedid not want to be on the front lines, but
during asurprise attack by General Grant upon ariverfront
fortification that his detachment was holding on
Fredericksburg, he saw how effective the gospel wasright
in the thick of the battle. He saw men crying out to God
for deliverance, he heard the wounded at night groaning
for strength to see the breaking of day. Brother Bounds
would crawl from man to man all night long testifying of
Christ and praying with those desperate souls.

But E. M. didn’t only whisper to men about their need
of a Savior. He also preached it. Night camp meetings
began to start during these long nights. The souls of men
were anxious to find something to focus onin this horrific
tragedy that pitted brother against brother. The revival
meetings were so powerful through E. M. Bounds that the
Northern armieswould stop shelling and firing when night-
fall came. The men rather crept up as stealthily as they
could, nestling themselves in trees, bushes, shrubs, and
the banks of riversto hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. The
Union soldiers would even call across the field of battle
prayer requests and songs. God's Spirit was sweeping
through the armies of the South.
As the war began to turnin
the favor of the Union, the
Spirit of God began to move
more and more powerfully
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until during the defense of Atlanta it had come to a full
flame, touching the city! “Bounds often preached regard-
ing hell, sin, and eternal death, issues that were critical to
the men who heard them. With his uniform buttoned to
the neck, hislight brown hair neatly combed, and hisbeard
trimmed, Bounds implored the men to turn to Jesus. His
concern for soulswas so real that tears streamed down his
face as he spoke.”

After the war, Mr. Bounds took up pastoring in the
southern states that had been ravaged by the war. God
continued to move in power as Bounds preached the need
for thetruelove of Christ inthe hearts of the broken South-
erners. It seemed as if Bounds found himself in a new
church every couple of years. And hard as this was, it

soon turned for the furtherance of the gospel. It was a
time of compromise in the church with much worldliness
and misapplied resources. Soon there were fires through-
out the South as the life of Christ in Mr. Bounds began to
ignite hamlet after hamlet with the power of love, the Sav-
ior of the world! Mr. Bounds also became a writer and
editor of aChristian publication, which was spread through-
out the whole South. This publication was called the Ad-
vocate. Hewastruly aman appointed for aspecia timein
the history of our country. He was a firm believer in fol-
lowing the conscience of the Holy Spirit and his last ar-
ticlewas on those lines. If | may quote asmall portion of
itinclosing | pray that it will give you understanding and
insight into this man of faith and prayer. >/

Loss of Conscience, an exerpt from the book
“It is not a bad thing to have a conscience, that is, to the man intent on doing the right thing in the right way.
Tohimitisablessing. A conscience enlightened by the word of God and by His Spirit is like a sun, central and
luminous. It guides, warms, and gladdens. A good conscience, trained and sensitive, stands like an ever wakeful
guard to protect and warn. Strong and honest convictions are the results of a good conscience. The man of
conscience is areliable man. You know where to find him, and he is worth finding. Conscience may be lost. We
can sin against our conscience by violating itsinjunctions till we not only silence its voice, but destroy its being.”

...continued from page 11 (Encapsulated In Christ)

manipulated to bring about an eraof sin and death. There
is no hope for our country, there is no hope for the world,
outside of the intent and the plan of God. No hope. No
hope! | don’t believe that you young people have the
twenty, or thirty, or forty years that | had to get ready.
Things are changing. What are you going to do if they
come knocking on your mom and dad’s door and want to
arrest them and take them off because they’re preaching
the gospel? What are you going to do? It'scoming. It's
coming. It'sasobering thought, but nevertheless, it'scom-
ing. Theanti-Christ spirit that hates God, hatesyou. The
more that you preach God, and the more that you bring
forth and manifest the nature of God, the more it hates
you. Without God, we don’t stand a chance. That is how
seriousitis. | can paint it up, make it like cotton candy,
butitisnot. Itisnot. Itisnot. Itisnot.

There was a bill that was being pushed through the
government. It went through the legislature, and | don’t
know if it's gone through the Senate yet. It isan agricul-
tural bill, concerning subsidies for the agricultural com-
munity. Sounds harmless doesn’'t it? But do you know
what the writers of the bill did? They took the sodomite
agendathat saysthat if | talk to you about what the Bible
says about sodomy, | am guilty of hate mongering, and
they’ ve attached it to an agricultural subsidy program.
Now, thisisn't state, thisis federal. So that means, what
they did in California, although it has no affect on you,
could one day become areality. Where s the strength of
the church? Whereisthe power of the sons of God? What
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areyou going to do, children, when you find yourself con-
fronted with thereality of sinthat wantsto kill you? There
has never been aday like we live in, where the malice of
hell isbeing manifested in humanity, do you know that? It
is because God has been cut out of the realm of human-
ness. He'sbeen eliminated! He has been taken out of the
schools, He has been taken out of the government, and
He's being taken out of church. That is what people are
doing, you know that? They are legislating what you can
preach from the pulpit and if you don’t think it isnot going
to be areality to you, you better think again. You better
think again. Hallelujah. Oh, God, help us.

| was watching the news the other day, and they were
reiterating what they did therein Jordan. 1t'sunbelievable
to me, inconceivable. | cannot conceive how man can in-
flict death and destruction on someone whom they don’'t
know or have no cause against and then take credit for it.
Where is your safety? Where is your mechanism of es-
cape? What isit that God had planned and purposed for
this time? God has purposed and planned that the Son
might rise forth out of the midst of humanity! He says, “I
will call my son out of Egypt” (Hosea11:1). Let usbegin
toriseup. Let usbegin to rise up in the midst of our per-
sonal environment, our persona position of humanistic
thinking. Our position of carnality and flesh, let us begin
to subject it to the power of the Blood of Jesus Christ. Let
us begin to rise up as sons and move to do the Father’s
will, that the Father might receive that which He has la-
bored for. God blessyou. God blessyou. 3/
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Where is my child’'s heart? We'll
look at two avenuesin this article: who
has their heart and what has their heart.
As we see these two avenues, we can
more clearly see how we can cooperate
with heaven to regain thelost hearts, re-
gain those rebellious, disobedient hearts
in our homes. Bringing our children to
asurrender of al selfishnessisthe most
important work on thisearth. This heart
work must be done not only with Christ
but more importantly in Christ; there is
adifference.

Who has your child’s heart right
now? Isit toward the world or isit to-
ward God? By looking at his behavior,
attitude and countenance parents can
evaluate accurately “by hisdoing” (Prov-
erbs 20:11), who hashisheart. “Yeshall
know them (my people) by their fruits’
(Matthew 7:16-20). Does Christ and
right doing possess his heart or do you
see Satan’s selfishness possessing his words, disposition
and deeds? Galatians 5:16-25 lists the works of the flesh
and the fruits of the Spirit to guide your fruit inspecting to
know which spirit is leading your child.

Satanisprince of thisworld sincethefall of Adam and
Eve and he possesses the heart of our child by nature un-
lesswere-direct our little onesand our youth to give their
heart to Christ and follow His laws instead. Satan takes
control of every mind (heart) that is not decidedly under
the control of the Spirit of God. If we are not actively
directing our children to Jesus, they are automatically un-
der Satan’s control! Unaided by the divine, neither child
nor parent can do anything but serve sin and selfishness.
How important it is for a parent to bring their Disrespect-
ful Danny to Jesus that He can redeem him from Satan’s
service. Christ longs to empower and direct parent and
child alike in the ways of righteousness. Who will decid-
edly take up this work?

My heart ached as | heard my two boys, ages ten and
twelve, on the back porch one Sabbath afternoon with other
Sabbath believer’s children, entering into foolish, inappro-
priate talk and laughter. My heart ached, not that they
were laughing, for we know Sabbath should be a happy,
pleasant day but they were laughing about someone not
present, inappropriately making fun of someoneelse. Older
children wereleading this conversation, but my boysknew
that was not right, yet they listened to and followed the
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older children and appeared to be en-
joyingit. That hurt me. Whereistheir
heart? It's not under God's control. |
thought they knew better. Why aren’t
they doing what they know isright?

| was teaching (telling) them what
wasright. | wasn'ttrainingthem. Train-
ing dealswith their will, their heart and
sees to it they do what they know is
right, asitisin Jesus. | didn’t under-
stand the importance of bringing my
child to afirm decision to do right, and
let Jesus direct meinthe way to take so
He could change their heart.

The heart represents the thoughts,
feelings and behavior. The words and
deeds of my child tellsme histhoughts.
The character of his thoughts tell me
who ison the throne of his heart, influ-
encing his doings. It's either Christ or
Satan; thereis no middle ground. “He
that is not (actively) with meis against
me” (Matthew 12:30).

Fruit inspecting said, Satan had my children’s heart!
Satan’s voice was heard (the flesh), they responded and
cooperated with these thoughts, thus producing this be-
havior. The problemwas, my boysdidn’t understand God's
voice at this time in their life, so they didn’t respond to
Him, thus they followed another master. | want Jesus to
have their heart!

“What must | do Lord?” Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest (Mat-
thew 11:28). | will instruct thee and teach thee in the
way which thou shalt go: | will guide thee with mine eye
(Psalm 32:8).

Christ must become a personal friend and companion
to you, the parent, like He was with Enoch. Become sen-
sitive to recognize the voice of God to your conscience
and then you must teach this relationship to your child by
example, instructions and disciplines. Christ must be on
the throne of your heart. That means, by awilling surren-
der, youwill filter all your thoughts and plansthrough God,
then do His will, not yours. He needs to be a personal
Lord and Saviour.

If Jesus has your thoughts and feelings, then He has
the root fibers of your heart and can transform everything
else to serve righteousness; your reactions, your desires,
your disposition, your habits, conduct, even your affec-
tions can serve right in thisway. Christ must have access
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through the voice of your conscience to lead you and you
must learn to follow by actively choosing to serve God, by
actively surrendering the fleshly way, and by actively co-
operating to do right. Only in thisway can Christ possess
your heart and make His abode with you. When Christ is
abiding in this way, He can recreate you into His image.
Only by acquaintance and association with Christ, can you
become like Him. As you learn this life of surrender in
Jesus, teach this to your children (Deuteronomy 6, John
15).

| experienced God redeeming my heart (thoughts and
feelings) from fearing the bears to trusting Him to keep
the bears; down to the level of my thoughts and feelings
was | delivered. So | took my son, I'll call him Angry
Aaron, to Jesus and instructed him how to surrender his
heart in prayer. | had to discipline him, led of God, before
he’' d cooperate to pray. The flesh doesn’t like to be re-
strained. Next, | told him he'd have to trust Jesus would
change hisfeelingsin time but for now, even while wrong
thoughts and feelingswere still there, he could still choose
to speak loving words in place of hateful words because
Jesus would make it possible. When he chose to obey
(surrender) and speak the opposite of his present thoughts
and feelings, Christ took away his anger and put love in
his heart in its stead. Jesus put love down to the level of
his thoughts and feelings. Jesus did this little miracle ev-
ery time my son listened to me and his own conscience
and cooperated. By repetition he was beginning to recog-
nize the voice of God to his conscience. Jesus possessed
my son’s heart in place of Satan. He was redeemed from
Satan’s servitude and so much happier. With heart com-
munication with Jesus, the back porch incident need not
be repeated, for Jesus would direct them aright. Who has
your child’s heart?

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good
(Romans 12:21). In himwaslife... ...But asmany asre-
ceived him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God... (John 1:4,12).

What character trait hasyour child’sheart? Even
achildisknown by hisdoings, whether hiswork be pure
and whether it beright (Proverbs 20:11).

Many toddlers, children and youth have joined Satan’'s
rank because they do not experientially know Jesus to be
their Saviour from self. Many professed Christian’s chil-
dren are in open rebellion against law and order in the
home. They walk contrary to the ways of God because
Satan leads their thoughts and feelings and they are fol-
lowing him. There is Rebellious Rufus, Temper Tantrum
Tommy, My Way Willy, Sassy Suzy, Interruptive Ivy and
Selfish Sarah. They
walk in the broad path
with Satan astheir com-
panion because they
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know no other way. The parents commonly excuse their
behavior for thisor that reason. Thereisno excusefor sin
and selfishness; God hates selfishnessand tell usto uproot
al of it. Our children are this way because we are too
busy to tell them about Jesus and take them to Him and
train them how to walk the narrow path in Jesus. How
sad! They will grow into these traits with repetition, not
out of them as Satan has suggested to the world. Do not
allow Satan to come into our home ranks and take our
children unto disobedience and wrath without a fight!
Ephesians 6:12 saysit’sawar with powers and principali-
ties, its not just flesh and blood we're fighting. We must
get in Jesus first, then with a firm hand in His, deny un-
godliness in our home. We must cultivate and train our
children to live valiantly for God, to be servants of righ-
teousnessasitisin Jesus. They will love usand respect us
for thisin duetime.

As| committed myself to per sonal daily study time
and prayer, God spoke through His Word, and His im-
pressions to my heart, of my need to pull the weeds of
unrighteousness. | was convicted | wasallowing the weeds
of disrespect, slothful work habits, lazy brain study habits,
anger and poor me attitudesto grow in my home by allow-
ing them to be expressed and acted out. God said Hewould
be with me but | must pull these weeds; deny them firmly,
give consequences for uncooperativeness, without harsh-
ness and anger of the flesh but in Christ. | could be a
barrier against allowing these evilsin my home and Jesus
would fight the flesh for me (Exodus 14:14). With fear of
failure, trepidation and timidity, | followed Christ and He
did fight for me and in time my boys each gave their heart
to Jesus and were delivered from all these ways. God led
me to the replacement principle which was leading them
to think and act out the opposite trait of character asit can
bein Jesus. Instead of “coming up,” God taught me how
to “train them up” in Him. What weeds of character have
your child’s heart?

Parents, you, too, must study for yourself; no one
else can learn this for you because it must become an
experience, not just an intellectual knowledge. It was by
reading and talking with God that | saw the error of my
ways of letting my children “come up.” | thought, “What
comes up?’ In an unattended garden, weeds come up,
thorns and thistles come up without any care from the gar-
dener. These undesirable fruits steal the nourishment and
choke out goodly plants by crowding. Wrong character
traits as disrespect, poor me thoughts, etc. that we allow in
our children, are the bitter fruits of letting our children
“comeup.” These things come up without any care on our
part. It takestime, effort
and planning to cultivate
in goodly plants of righ-
teousness, to provide
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time with God, to feed,
nourish and challenge
them to upright thinking,
speaking and acting.
Will you let Satan crowd out God in thisway? Or will you
redirect their ways, see to it they get time with God and
“train them up” to do the right?

If you do this, you will need much timewith them to
become their companion, confidant, and regain the respect
you need for authority over them. You must win them by
love and much prayer, but never letting down the standard
of righteousness. Rather uphold firmly the right in and
with Jesus, ever pointing your child to Jesus, who is able
to change them in heart and life. They will fall in love
once they come to know Jesus, their Saviour from selfish-
ness. A neat and orderly home doesn’t come up without a
work planto get it in order and daily disciplinesto keep it
that way, doesit? It'sthe same with our child’s character
traits. Theplanis, thereisaneed to daily cometo Jesusto
soften their heart, to water the goodly plants, to nourish
theright and to keep it al cean.

Ecclesiastes 8:11 says discipline and denying self is
important. Because sentenceagainst an evil (selfish) work
is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons
of men isfully set in themto do evil. Any wrong permit-
ted to be done will grow and strengthen with exercise and
repetition. Then parents need to be diligent to pull the
weedswhen they arelittleand more easily removed. Prov-
erbs 13:24 says, He that spareth hisrod, hateth his son.
When conflicts arise and discipline is necessary, you need
Jesus to direct you aright in this warfare! My studies
showed me that evil is anything that is against the will of
God; it'sany and al selfishness. “Lord, help mewith this
great heart work! 1t's not smply behavior modification |
need for my children, it'sa“new heart,” therefore, | need
You to direct me in this warfare!”

| experimented to apply what | was reading on union
and communion with God. | took God with me in my
homeschooling endeavors. He would be the Principal and
I would be the underteacher. It was an excellent method.
Christ did put thoughtsin my mind how to direct my boys
to atrue heart surrender. It takestime and effort. Without
Christ 1 only gained outward conformity in obedience. But
with Jesus leading, He obtained the heart of my son and
obedience. This obedience came from the heart, the inner
man; how sweet it was. When Christ possessed the heart
all unrighteous thoughts had to leave; al the | can'ts, |
don't want to’s, al fears of failure and all tears were
cleansed away. With Christ on the throne of his heart,
righteous thoughts camein; | can do my math, | enjoy En-
glish, I'll get thisdone as quick and aswell as| can, let’s
see how good | can do on my math timed tests, | need not
fear it. ltswonderful to have Jesus have my heart and gain
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the heart of my son in
our day to day life. Itis
time well spent. Com-
munication with Christ
isasvital as breathing is to sustain our life.

What hastheir affections? Isit heavenly or earthly?
Look at what is on their bedroom wall. A weird sports
hero? Isit some ugly music group, muscle men or fashion
gueens? It ought to be you! Their affections are on this
stuff instead of you! With whom do they spend their time?
With associates of the mind set you see on thewall? Why
are they attracted to these associates, to these ugly things
of earth? Its often because they are accepted as they are
by these associates and they want to please them by liking
what they seemto like. They have aneed to belong, feel a
part of something and since you weren’t around to be in-
terested in them, or direct them, the world had more time
for them and as aresult they gave their time and affections
(heart) tothem. Sincethey didn’t haveafamily, they joined
these drug fellows and learned to like what they like.

Thisis so sad because it need not be so. Their walls
ought to have some pleasant nature scene that remindsyour
child of their specia outing with you or the family on the
wall, or some sweet animals, or some meaningful scrip-
ture verse. Their affections should be in the family and
with Christ. They need to belong, to beloved; it should be
in heavenly waysin their own home by their parents. Par-
ents, it’s up to you to bind their hearts to yours! Regain
their hearts, let Jesus change your story.

If you gain their heart, then their affections will be to-
wards you. They will love to talk with you, spend time
with you, work with you, play with you. Their greatest joy
is to be by your side, they feel loved, appreciated, and
desire to please you. They can discuss anything and ev-
erything with you; nothing isasecret fromyou. They have
found you now to be so trustworthy that if you disagree on
some matter they know you havetheir best interest in heart
and will work through the situation with a heart seeking
for what isright. Thisisthe fruit of spending much time
with your child. They know they areapriority inyour life.
On the other hand, a disrespectful, disobedient child gives
evidence that the parent does not have their heart. Where
did you loose your child’s heart? Children want their
parent’s love, approval, and support. Often the father is
too busy elsewhere, has time for others but not his child.
The child gets the unsaid message that they’ re not impor-
tant or loved. Then the host of negative attributes comes
from the influence of that substitute associate that took
your place. Do you want your son’s, your daughter’s heart
back? Our girls aswell as our boys need father aswell as
mother. Give them you, your time, not things! | believe
all youth can be won back. Don't let the devil make you

think that yours can’t be!
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We have awar to fight, only with Christ can we do it.
“Ye are not warring against flesh and blood but powers
and principalities of darkness’ (Ephesians 6:12). Satan
wants the heart, the affections, the tastes, the thoughts of
our children. Areyou going to let him have them without
afight?

In order to possess the heart, you must spend time
with them to regain their affections. Truelovewill coop-
erate with God and lead your children out of this Egypt of
selfishness. No matter how much time and effort it takes,
having your children’s hearts with your heart in Jesus is
worth all the effort. 1f you want them to know Christ, to
know the joy of obedience it’s really up to you, no one
else.

If not you, who?

If not now, when?

Start by making your children apriority in your life.
Spend quantity and quality time with your children every
day; 10 minutesisn’'t enough! If you don't, I'll guarantee
Satan will provide someone to take your place and the as-
sociate will take your child away from you and God.

Father, work isnot your life, your children areand they
need you to work with them, their hearts, their habits, teach
them the thoughts they should think, how to cometo Jesus
and be changed. Listen to their hurts, come to know their
interests, their thoughts; they deserve a goodly place in
your timetoday - not tomorrow. Sacrificeall to havetheir
hearts in yours and together in Christ’s. Sell all to regain
the lost and straying heart! Many fathers today are de-
ceived and distracted, thinking that their work is every-
thing. It isnothing if you don’'t have your children! Just
ask business men who have lost their youth to the world.
Your children arewearying, waiting for Father to havetime
for them. If you don’t take heed soon, they will not have
time for you. Many premature marriages are youth striv-
ing to get the love they don’'t get at home. Strangers are
not to be given time and attention in preference to your
children’sneeds. Stop, listen, if you’ ve been deceived with
this misconception, correct it today. God's grace is suffi-
cient for you to change your thinking and direction and
Hisgraceis sufficient for mending the hearts of your little
ones, even your youth to you today. Admit your wrong
course and correct it. Show
your children by your actions
now that they are the priority
inyour life. Yes, father hasto
work to support the home, but
come home and give yourself
to them regularly in the
evening hours, keep
your promiseto bethere,
to go camping, to go for
abike ride and you will
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regain their hearts. If you fail to gain their hearts first,
they will not be interested in your Jesus or your rules of
life. If you' vewounded their hearts, only your actionscan
speak louder than your words and reverseyour course. John
17:19 says, And for their sakes | sanctify myself. You
must change first, father, for the sake of your sons and
daughters!

Mother, what keepsyou fromyour children? Thetele-
phone, neighborly chit chats, over-work or slow work hab-
its, many trips to town due to lack of organization, or per-
haps its your inability to say no to others? Even evange-
lismisto be secondary toraising your childtofollow Chrigt.
Change square about, call out to God, sort it out and fol-
low as He leads you to correct your life today, now. Make
your children your business, your priority. Train up their
thoughts and feelingsin righteousways; thisisagood work
that no one elsewill do if you don’t. Telling them what is
rightisonly half of thiswork. Training isthe greater work
that sees to it they do what they know isright. Training
requires your calling out to God for instructionsin how to
deny the wrong thoughts and feelings and how to cultivate
in the opposite trait of character in divine power, not just
human methods alone. Cultivation requires working up
the soil of the heart, and implanting goodly ways in place
of thewrong. Training takes the child to Jesus for goodly
thoughts to replace the wrong ones. On their knees they
must surrender, then they must get up to act out the right.
It'sin obediencethat their hearts, their thoughts are changed
by grace. Jesus never intended you and | to do this heart
work without Him; in fact, we can’t. The best humanity
can get in behavior modification is outward conformity,
without Christ the heart is not made new. So let Christ
direct you in thiswarfare for their hearts.

In corrections, reproof and even giving consequences
for disobedience you are saying to your child, “I love you
too much to let you disobey, | will not let Satan have you.
Come, let’sgo to Jesusto lay down the wrong and pick up
the right.” Home needs to be an oasis, a fortress against
the evil trends of this world, a loving place that upholds
firmly God's ways over selfish ways. God in us leading,
can cleanse the music, dress, diet, hair stylesin our homes
and redeem these tastes and affections unto Himself and
us. If you do not give conse-
guencesand motivations|ed of
God for disobedience you will
loose their heart to Satan and
unrighteousness. Instead, give
consequencesin Jesusand gain
the heart.

Go out and gain the
hearts of your children
and bind themto yoursin
Christ! 37
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There is a phrase that God has
been dropping over and over into my
mind for along time now. He hasde-
velopeditinmy heart and it hasgrown
into a picture in my mind of God's
great love and purpose for us as hu-
man beings here on this earth. | want
to take this opportunity to write and
try to put on paper thisscenel feel and
see so clearly in my heart.

The phrase He put in my heart is
“a better way.” Hebrews speaks 12
times in reference to something bet-
ter. The number 12 means comple-
tion. Proverbssaysthereisaway that
seemeth right unto aman, but the end
thereof are the ways of death (Prov-
erbs 14:12, 16:25). Theway that God
has laid out for His sons is much bet-
ter than any other way and it leads to
the completion of Hisplan for theearth
and mankind. Thisisthe more excel-
lent way, the better way, that God has
planned. Every other way will fall far
short of the best that thereis. Asl have
looked into these ways, there seems
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By Melissa Trotter

to be adivision made into three parts:
an old way, a better way and the best
way that is yet to come.

It is quite clear and simple from
reading Hebrewsthat Moses' law and
the priesthood isthe old covenant, the
old way (Hebrews 8:13). Peoplewho
lived before Jesus could only obtain
forgiveness from sin by going to the
high priest and offering asacrifice for
sin. When they died, they went to
paradise, apart of hell. TheBiblesays
that when Jesus died, He preached to
the spiritsin prison, which were people
in hell who may not have been very
righteouswhen they were on earth, but
who repented before they died (I Pe-
ter 3:19-20). Then Jesus took them
up to heaven with Him. Jesus became
the high priest when He shed His
Blood and we now have remission of
sins by Him, not by another man of-
fering the blood of bulls and of goats
(Hebrews 9).

| want to quote anumber of scrip-
tures from Hebrews that speak of
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something better, so the idea of what
He is saying will become more clear.
Sinceit would take too much space to
quote the context of all these verses, |
encourage you to read it yourself, or
read the whole of Hebrews! Hebrews
7:19, For the law made nothing per-
fect, but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by thewhich we draw nigh
unto God. This verse is wonderful
becauseit saysthat the law made noth-
ing perfect, but, by Jesus, who is our
hope, we can draw nigh to God. God
made afaultless, perfect way for usto
draw nigh to Him. He made it such
that power is given to us to come as
close aspossibleto Him, to be so holy
and so near to Him, that we are just
like Him.

Hebrews8:6, But now hath heob-
tained a more excellent ministry, by
how much also he is the mediator of
a better covenant, which was estab-
lished upon better promises. This
covenant is the promise that He will
put Hislawsinto our minds and write
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them on our hearts and He shall be to
us a God and we shall be to Him a
people. Thisis God covering al the
wickedness in us with His laws, His
righteousness.

Hebrews 9:23, It was therefore
necessary that the patterns of things
in theheavensshould be purified with
these; but the heavenly things them-
selves with better sacrifices than
these. Thisis saying that bloodshed
of animalswasaphysical, earthly pat-
tern of what went on in the heavenlies,
that it was necessary to purify the
people. It took the better sacrifices of
Jesus' Blood, the whipping, thethorns
on His head, the sword in His side to
establish forever in the heavens, the
spiritual realm, that man can be saved
by His Blood.

Hebrews 10:34, For ye had com-
passion of mein my bonds, and took
joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yourselves that ye have
in heaven a better and an enduring
substance. Now he says the reason
for Jesus' Blood isnot only remission
of sins, but that heaven, which is eter-
nity, iswherewewill have abetter sub-
stance. It didn’t matter that their goods
were spoiled.

Hebrews 11:16, But now they de-
sireabetter country, that is, an heav-
enly: wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city. This pas-
sage, in the famous faith chapter, is
talking about the saintswho have died
before us who said that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
They did not obtain the promise, but
they saw it and they believed it. They
knew there was a better thing in
heaven than they would ever get on
earth.

Hebrews 11:35, Women received
their dead raised to life again: and
others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a
better resurrection: This verse says
to me that not only is there an eternal
resurrection that they believed in, but
there is a better one. If one is better
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than the other, that must mean that
thereis one that is not so good.

Hebrews 11:40, God having pro-
vided some better thing for us, that
they without us should not be made
perfect. Oh, now this is interesting.
Just a few verses down from the last
one, Heissaying that we, too, are pro-
vided with the opportunity for abetter
resurrection! They are in the
heavenlies watching and waiting for
us to get the promise. Many, many
have died in faith since Paul wrote
Hebrews, and | believethat astime has
gone on, it is closer and closer to the
end time when man will receive the
promise and be totally covered in
Christ and experiencethe greatest res-
urrection.

There are three stories of people
in the Old Testament that | found that
show a progression to a better thing.
Daniel isthefirst example. We know
the story. The young men were car-
ried away to Babylon and when the
king's meat was put before them, at
Daniel’s request, they ate pulse in-
stead. They were tested at the end of
10 days and it was found that they
looked better than the rest of the chil-
dren. Thediet planned for those chil-
dren changed forever after that. |
would imagine that it may have
changed for more people than just the
captives from Israel. It would never
be the same as it had been. Daniel
1:20, And in all matters of wisdom
and under standing, that the king en-
quired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians
and astrologers that were in all his
realm. So here is a dividing factor.
These ones who diligently served the
Lord were put on a scale higher than
their peers, and not only that, better
than ALL the magicians and astrolo-
gers. You could cal al the original
king'smentheold and call Daniel and
his friends the new. Now, relate that
thought to the versesin Hebrews about
the old and new —the old covenant be-
coming void and the new covenant
being established. Now, out of those
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young men, there was an even further
separation. It saysin Daniel 6:3, Then
this Daniel was preferred above the
presidents and princes, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the
king thought to set him over thewhole
realm. Here was a man who loved
God and served only Him and in the
natural, in Babylon, hewas preferred,
BECAUSE an excellent spirit wasin him.
Obvioudly, it was the Spirit of God.
Then, later, because of His faith in
God, he overcame the lion’s den and
the king made a decree that all men
wereto fear the God of Danidl.

This next one is about someone
who failed. | Samuel 15:22, And
Samuel said, Hath the LORD asgreat
delight in burnt offerings and sacri-
fices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than thefat
of rams. This was spoken to Saul
when he did not fulfill the command-
ment of the Lord. Even back in those
days, when pardon was obtained by the
blood of sacrifices, Saul wasreproved
for not following the better way. It
suggeststo methat even though away
I may bewalking isgood, maybethere
is a better way. In the midst of He-
brews speaking about the better way,
is there a BEST way in there some-
where? Saul rapidly went downhill
from here and instead of being exalted,
he got lower and lower until he actu-
ally killed himself.

Thenext story isabout Esther. The
story is that King Ahasuerus called
Queen Vashti to come before him and
she refused to come. She disobeyed.
Disobedience was banished and obe-
dience was ushered in. Esther 1:19,
That Vashti come no more before
king Ahasuerus; and let theking give
her royal estate unto another that is
better than she. Then they gathered
virginsfrom all over thekingdom, who
prepared themselves for 12 months.
Then the king picked which one he
wanted. Thefact is, all those virgins
were better than Vashti. All of them
were given the opportunity to become

January 29, 2006




gueen. Vashti wastheold. Theready
virgins were the new. Yet it saysin
Esther 2:9, ...and he preferred her
and her maids unto the best place of
the house of the women. The keeper
of thewomen was pleased with her and
here she is brought to a higher level.
She was given the BEST place, even
before she became queen. Then, of
course, the king chose her to be queen
and that was the best of al. Esther
2:17, And the king loved

Esther above all the women,

and she obtained grace and

favour in hissight more than

all thevirgins; so that he set

the royal crown upon her

head, and made her queen
instead of Vashti. The end of
thisadds another dimensionto
thisstudy inthat Esther, in her

place of obedience and total

faithin God, wasableto SAVE

God's people.

Thelist of examplescould
go on with Gideon and the
separation of the 300 men,
Joshua and Caleb alone going
into the Promised Land out of
all the people who came out
of Egypt and Jesus’ parablesabout 30,
60 and 100-fold. You could look at
the tabernacle and see how the Outer
Court was available for anyone to
comeinto, but therewerevery specific
requirements for going into the Holy
Place and then into the Holy of Ho-
lies. And one more, | Corinthians
12:31, But covet earnestly the best
gifts: and yet shew | unto you amore
excellent way. These gifts are good,
they are the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
yet he says there is a more excellent
way. The next chapter is about agape
love. Thiskind of God's love is the
best.

The next part of thisisthat Jesus,
by the shedding of His Blood, estab-
lished the better way for a purpose.
The purposeisnot just so that wedon't
haveto sacrificeanimalsfor remission
of sinsanymore. I’m going to quote
more verses here because | think that
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al of them together give a profound
message.

Romans 8:29, For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to theimage of his Son,
that he might be thefirstborn among
many brethren. This verse almost
saysital! Hispurposeisfor usto be
fashioned like Jesus. If Jesus is the
firstborn, there must be more of his
brethren coming after Him. But who

are Jesus brethren? Look at the next
verse.

Matthew 12:48-50, But he an-
swered and said unto him that told
him, Whoismy mother? andwho are
my brethren? “And he stretched forth
his hand toward his disciples, and
said, Behold my mother and my
brethren! *°For whosoever shall do
the will of my Father which isin
heaven, the same is my brother, and
sister, and mother. It is exciting to
know that Jesuswantsusfor Hisbreth-
ren! ItisIF we do the will of the Fa-
ther.

Romans 8:17, And if children,
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-
heirswith Christ; Hereitissaying it
a little different - joint heirs with
Christ. What a calling!

Hebrews 6:19-20, Which hopewe
have as an anchor of the soul, both
sureand stedfast, and which entereth
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intothat within theveil; 2Whither the
forerunner is for us entered, even
Jesus, made an high priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec. Now,
it comesto the meat of it. Jesusisthe
forerunner. The Strong’s Concordance
definition of forerunner is #G4274,
prodromos, “a runner ahead, i.e.
scout.” Thisword comesfrom another
word that means, “to run forward, i.e.
outstrip, precede.” The root of that
word means, “in front of, prior
to.” Jesushasruntheway prior
tous. Hehasscouted it out and
He accomplished the goal -
going through the veil into the
Holy of Holies, which repre-
sents heaven, the eternal realm.
Inthe Old law, once ayear, the
high priest would go through
the vell with the blood of the
animal in order to make atone-
ment for the sins of the people.
Jesus went through the veil
when He shed His Blood and
it forever takes away the sins
of the people. This next verse
explains that alittle bit more.
Hebrews10:19-20, Having
therefore, brethren, boldness
to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, By a new and living way,
which he hath consecrated for us,
through the vell, that is to say, his
flesh; When Jesus gave up His life,
His flesh, that was when He went
through the veil. Jesushadto comein
a human body, to be subject to flesh,
yet He went through that as an over-
comer, without sin.

Luke 9:23, And he said to them
all, If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me. Thereis
the opportunity to come after him. He
was the first and any man is able to
come after Him.

| Peter 2:21, For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow hissteps:
God wants usto follow in His steps.

| Peter 4:1, Forasmuch then as

January 29, 2006




Christ hath suffered for usin the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind: This adds a new di-
mension: Christ suffered. Get your
mind ready with the thought of you
suffering, too.

| Peter 4:13, But rejoice, inas-
much as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that, when hisglory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. But rejoice, because
Hisglory isgreater than the suffering.

Hebrews 13:13, Let us go forth
therefore unto himwithout the camp,
bearing his reproach. For here we
have no continuing city, but we seek
one to come. Christ wants us to fol-
low Him all the way without the camp
to the cross. The crosswas outside of
Jerusalem, out of thecity. So, not only
is there suffering, but Jesus wants us
to follow Him all the way to death!

That isthe only way to go through the
veil, like He did.

Revelation 1:5, And from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness,
and thefirst begotten of thedead, and
the prince of the kings of the earth.
But, he sure doesn’'t leave us hanging.
It says He is the first begotten of the
dead. Jesusresurrected first. If Heis
first, then there must certainly bethose
coming after Him.

| saw two pictures in my mind
when | wasthinking about thefact that
Jesus wants us to do what He did, to
gowhereHewent, to give up our lives
as He did. The first is like someone
shoveling deep snow, like from their
doorway to acar buried in snow. The
person has an objective — they are
making the way, shoveling the path to
that car. When they get there, they
have achieved the goal. The car has

Footprints

One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach

been reached. They don’t need their
shovel anymore. Jesus hasforged the
way. He haswalked in it, broken the
path and has left us the tools we need
tofollow in Hisfootsteps. Heleft the
power of His Blood and the Holy
Spirit, the comforter. The other pic-
ture is of geese that fly in aV shape.
The very first goose breaks the air so
that it is much easier for the other
geese to follow. Only the strongest
geese lead. Of course, Jesus is our
leader. He has done the very hardest
work for us.

Hebrews 4:15 says, For we have
not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities; but wasin all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. L et
us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find graceto helpin time

 with the Lord Many scenes from my life flashed across the sky. "
Ineach scene I noticed footprints in the sand. Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,
other times there were one set of footprints,

This bothered me because I noticed that during the low periods of my life, when 1 was suffering
from anguish, sorrow or defeat, I could see only one set of footprints,

So I said to the Lord, “You promised me Lord, that if 1 followed you, you would walk with
me always. But 1 have noticed that during the most trying periods of my life there have only been
one set of footprints in the sand. Why, when 1 needed you most, you have not been there for me?”

The Lord replied, “T he times when you have seen only one set of footprints in the sand,
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IS when 1 carried you.”
By Mary Stevenson
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of need. Jesus has felt every one of
our infirmities. It saysHewastempted
likewearein ALL points. He had to
be human, to livein theflesh, tobeon
this earth, to do the same kinds of
things that we as humans have to do.
He was the forerunner, the one who
forged the way! And so, let us come
boldly unto the throne, because He is
thereto help us.

Hebrews2:18, For in that hehim-
self hath suffered being tempted, he
is able to succour them that are
tempted. The word succour, from
Strong’s Concordance #G977, means
“to ad or relieve.” It isfrom another
word that means “to run, helper.”
When the verse says that He was the
forerunner, | thought of this meaning,
to run. That thought combined with
thisverse saysthat because Heran the
course aready, Heis able to run with
us, help us, aid us. | thought of the
poem written called Footprints. The
footprintsin the sand, | believe would
lead to the cross. And Heisthere, even
to carry usin the hardest of times, as
long aswe stay on thetrail. Thinking
again of the snow shoveling, going off
thetrail would be harder, and it would
be a way of self-gratification and
would eventually lead to hell. Jesus
said His yoke was easy and His bur-
den was light (Matthew 11:30). So
which way shall | go, the way of the
cross or the way to hell? Those are
the choices — there is no middle road.
Those who overcome will be sons of
God. Thosewho do not overcomewill
be sons of hell. God wants usto His
sons. He created man in His image
and in His likeness.

Remember the versesin Hebrews
about the better things? In the midst
of all the better, there is the fact that
thereiscoming abest. Inthe midst of
the virgins in Esther, there was a best
one. In the midst of the young men
from Israel, Daniel was the best. It
seems to be a breaking down into
thirds. Good, better, best. Outer
Court, Holy Place, Holy of Holies. OId
Testament law (a shadow of thingsin
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the heavenlies), Jesus, the literal New
Testament and the sons of God, the
whole purpose for the first two. The
old law had to be established because
of sinintheworld. Jesustook care of
overcoming al sin and He made the
way so that men could attain perfec-
tion and overthrow Satan once and for
al. Then God will have His perfect
creation that He started with in the
beginning.

| was studying Romans 8:28-29
which says, And we know that all
thingswork together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the
called according to hispurpose. 2For
whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren.
And it goes along with Hebrews 6:20,
Whither theforerunner isfor usen-
tered, even Jesus. These definitions
are all from Strong’s Concordance.

Purpose (4286) means “a setting
forth, i.e. proposal (intention).”

Foreknow (4267) means*to know
beforehand, i.e. foresee.”

Predestinate (4309) means “to
limit in advance, i.e. predetermine.”

Firstborn (4416) just means first
born, anditisfrom 4413 which means,
“foremost (in time, place, order or
importance).”

Forerunner (4274) means, “arun-
ner ahead, i.e. scout” from the next
word that means, “to run forward, i.e.
outstrip, precede.”

All these words are from a root
word, pro (4253) that means, “‘fore,
i.e.in front of, prior (figuratively, su-
perior) to.” So, God had a purpose,
an intention, something that came “in
front of.” 1t camein front of Him ac-
tually creating us. Then He had a
people, whom He planned beforehand.
He had predetermined what He was
creating themfor. Then He sent Jesus,
themost important part of the purpose.
Jesus was aso the scout, the runner
ahead. It is obvious to me that God
wants us for sons, too.

I have been thinking about why |
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want to be a son of God. | know God
wants me to be, but this, in a nutshell
iswhy | want to be. God says, | John
4:19, We love him, because He first
loved us. | want to be a son because
He loves me, and the more and more
that | get to know Him, themorel love
Him and the more | want what He
wants more than what | want. Also,
God loved us so much that He sent
Jesusto die. Jesus submitted Himself
to the will of God. He said, not My
will, but Thine be done. He let the
whip cut into His back, the thorns to
be pushed downin Hishead, Hisblood
came out of His body with much pain
and hurt - just for you and me, just so
that | could call upon His name and
be delivered! Jesus died so that He
could have brethren! The whole pur-
poseisthat He made the way for usto
be like Him! His Blood is the power
to destroy Satan. Then He rose from
the dead and He overcame death! And
do you know, He has the same plan
for us? To overcome the worst and
last enemy there ever will be? What a
gloriousthing! Andthentobeeverin
the presence of the Father, tothe praise
of His glory! This last coming forth
of God in His people is the last and
best, the fulfillment of hiseterna pur-
pose. This best, excellent way will
bring salvation to the world. Esther
did not know beforehand what part she
would play in the saving of the Jews.
Neither do we know the magnitude of
God's purpose. But | want to be part
of it!

Onelast better versetosumall this
up. Ecclesiates 7:8, Better isthe end
of athing than the beginning thereof:
The triumphant end of God'’s people
in the earth is better than the begin-
ning of it! Let us come boldly unto
the throne of grace to obtain help in
this end of time from our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who has run the gamut, suc-
ceeded and left His people the baton!
Let us be faithful to those witnesses
who have gone beforeand carry onthe
testimony of Jesus Christ.
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WHO WILL
OVERCOME?

Brother Martin Kluson reports on the Czech Children’s Camp
December 2004
Dlouhy, Czech Republic

- = “Forbid not children to come unto me,” said the Lord Jesus Himself (Mat-
thew 19: 14) So, we gathered together the last week of the year and we took our children to acamp in asmall village
called Dlouhy. We went to the same place where we had been the last time. Dive with us into the children’s hearts
where we set off to place something in them.

In the morning they had time with their parents and then followed a meeting and preaching. After lunch and the
afternoon’s rest, we practiced in play what we studied in the Word in the morning.

Please, Sand Up
“Please, stand up! The ambassador of HisHighnessiscoming.” At that very moment, the

royally attired ambassador of God entered the door with the sound of fanfares. Hehad abig
scroll in his hand and read out of it:

“Hear ye, the inhabitants of the Kingdom of God!
As per the decree of His Highness, Jesus Christ,
Heis calling His sons and daughters, that isto say,
His princes and princesses, to take the reign in the Kingdom of God,
as it was given to them by inheritance and promised at their birth.

In order that there be no doubt that you have grown up to your task and will be
able to take up the kingdom in a manner which isworthy of your Father and also
for the undoubtabl e testimony, demonstrate real kingly character in the tasks
during the coming days.

Until the time appointed of the Father you are given in charge to my faithful keep-

ers. Demonstrate wisdom, courage, righteousness, temperance, and above all love

and a shepherd’s heart. Your knowledge will be sealed after the accomplishment
of the tasks by a coronation in the last day.

And do not forget that the King Himself iswith you at all times.

Amen!”

Andsoitwas. Fivedays, fivevirtues, five precious stones. Hethat
overcometh and has five stones at the end will receive the crown.
The children were divided into teams to their keepers until the time

appointed. Doesit remind you of the 4" chapter of Galatians? No, you are not mistaken. ©

k) With all we were doing and saying, we were grafting into the children the Word of God. “To

him that overcometh, | will givehim...,” and so we were reading the second and third chapters
of Revelation.
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He That Overcometh

... Will eat of the hidden manna - there will be afeast

... Will receive awhite stone - they will get a precious stone

... Will be clothed in white raiment - we will al be dressed in white at the feast
.. will sit in the throne - wewill set the childrenin the golden throne.

Generally, many games are set up as such that you compete for prizes, but at the end everybody receives areward
anyway. However, we didn’t want this. Why then strive for anything and overcome? The Word of God speaks clearly.
Also, we try to teach our children at home that everything has its consequences — the pleasant things as well as the
unpleasant ones.

The contests were set up as such that everybody, whether big or small, was ableto win. They were only about one
thing—making adecision. Areyou asking if some of the children did not receive the crown at theend? Yes, therewere
afew of those. Fortunately, they had something to think about afterwards so that they would not miss the real crown.

Princes and Princesses

The calling was not just an ordinary one. Children became princes and princesses, the heirs of the throne. But
careful! They became such in order to show forth the praises (virtues) of Him who hath called them (I Peter 2:9). And
SO our camp verse, which was accompanying us while demonstrating the virtues,
became | Peter 2:9.

“ But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people; that ye should shew forth the praises (virtues) of himwho hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”

The children’s eyes became as big as saucers as we placed the crown on their
head right in the beginning, the crown that will be received by those who over-
come. A golden crown with five colored precious stones. We also put in their
hands a king's purple purse into which they were to collect the precious stones.

Emerald

The first task was to demonstrate wisdom. Wisdom, which is peaceable, which thinks of others. Wisdom, which
knows how to find counsel in the Word of God and in God'’s character.

Each group received 55 gold coins as abase. They were to fortify the gate (who cared that it was a soccer goal).
And because it was cold and it was the evening and because they needed to reign in the kingdom, they had to hire
laborers. Each worker wanted five gold coins for half an hour of work. The children suspected that there wouldn’t be
money to spare and they speculated for awhile whether it could be done in some other way. However, there should be
agood reward for agood job! A versethat alaborer isworthy of hishire gave usahint. And theselaborerswerereally
worthy — fathers and future fathers built areal wall made out of snow in just afew hoursin the frost.

However, where to get more money? Well, it's clear — out of taxes. Mothers played farmers, with the littlest
children as sheep. Reasonable tax was two gold coins per hour. And what if we raise the taxes? For example, to five
gold coins? Noway! It would not pay off. And again, we were able to look into the Word
how the young king was making a decision whether to increase taxes or lower them. With the
Bible in their hands our children behaved much wiser than our current government. In no
way high taxes, in no way deficit budgets. Where would we get in our kingdom with that? ©

Suddenly, the farmers came saying that they were cold. It istrue they kept announcing
that it would be colder thisyear. But what to do now? We learned from Proverbsthat awise
woman is not afraid of winter because her maidens are clothed with double raiment. And so

the children bought sweaters and clothed the farmers. They then, with joy, were bringing them taxes.

But what is this? Suddenly, a messenger is coming on his horse and announcing that there
are pickpockets and thievesin the local woods that want to tear down our walls. There was not
much money left, but there was no other solution. After studying Nehemiah, even the children
understood that the laborers would have to work with one hand and hold a sword in the other.
Obviously, the children had to buy the swords with the last gold coins. When the thieves came,
the armed laborers drove them out — you should have seen them! There was much glory and

Joy.
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And because everything turned out well and the children demonstrated wisdom, which
was really needed, they received their first stone — emerald.

Gold
The second day, after the children got their rest and enjoyed, in wisdom, their
first stone, there was the second virtue awaiting them — endurance. @
The task was seemingly smple. The children were to go outside in the after- ﬁ
noon and buy the stone. Trivial. However, whereto get money? Thereis nothing moresimple. Go inside @

to Aunt Eva and she will give you a little coin... You want a little coin? All right, as an exchange for

candies. Uncle Peter has them outside... Candies? | will give them to you, but for money. You don’t know how to
solve it, so go inside to Aunt Gabca and she will give you advice... And outside again and inside again and outside
again and inside again. Remember, uncles are outside, aunts can be found inside.

When somebody, finally, after along running and hunting for it got acoin, hefound out that the precious stone costs
fivecoins. Oh, no! After the children took their shoes off and put them on about hundred and fifty times, thiswasareal
disappointment (they were not alowed in the house with their shoes on, so they had to remove their shoesto go in and
put them on again to go out). However, they were not going to get the virtue otherwise. So, clench the teeth and into
the battle again! Outside, inside, outside, inside..., from the aunt to the uncle, from the uncle to the aunt. Have you
ever tried to get an approval for a mortgage? This is somewhat how it looked. Some wanted to give up, but the
motivation was too strong — a golden stone.

Sometimes the task was above their ability. The gold coin on the chandelier was
really high. They had to learn to ask somebody for help — for some of them, this was
very difficult. When they were searching for another gold coin for half an hour, endur-
ance and patience were stretching, but even the littlest ones endured it. Mainly, don’t
give up — set the teeth into it and go on. But whereisthefinish? Thisiswhat we know
well, don't we? Sometimesit seemsthat the visionisdelaying, that we fight, strengthis
running out and God is hiding Himself. Not at all, Heisnot hiding. Let usrun our race
with patience and faithfulness, because God is creating something deep within us.

The children will find this endurance handy. Not only intheir civil life while running through the authority offices,
but the Word of God says that the one who endures until the end will receive areward. And so, the motto of the day
was: let us run with patience the race that is set before us.

Diamond
Today we will not be running so much. We are going to be establishing righteousness. We
are going to judge. Sure, because one day we are going to judge the nations. And so
heads up and let’s start. Six stories, six law suits, six judges — so that the children can
== take turns and each of them can demonstrate righteousness.

One judge's table, one bench, one gavel (so that there would be something to hit
the table with when the children are saying, “Quiet in the court room!”) and one bell. Andjudge, don’t forget to appeal
to thelaw. Which verse istalking about it?

~The chef and his apprentice. Today they are cooking goulash for their lord. “Apprentice, listen how goulash is
made. Here you have an onion, you chop it and fry it. Then you cut the meat, make gravy,
and it'sdone.” What arush! The poor apprentice was not able to remember it even if he
wanted to. “ Could you pleasetell meagain?’ “No! | haveaready told you clearly!” Andso
the apprentice messed it up. The chef was obviously upset. He gave the apprentice one more
chance. He repeated to him what he was to do, however, at the same speed as the last time.
The apprentice didn’t know what to do, not even this time, so he got upset and intentionally
burnt the goulash. It could not have ended anywhere el se but in the courtroom. How
areyou going to judgeit, Prince Samuel ? “ The chef cannot shout at hisapprenticein such away and tell him
so quickly. He couldn’t have remembered it. He has to have patience with him.” And the apprentice? z
“WEell, apprentice, you cannot burn it intentionally! You didn’t have an easy situation, but you haveto be |
careful so that you keep righteousnessin your life even at such amoment.”

~“Set the table,” mom callsto her younger daughter. However, before she hastime to get up, the older
oneisalready at thetable, taking all the knives and forks and setting it. Obviously, the younger one doesn’t likeiit, for

Keeping in Touch 25 January 29, 2006




itwasher jobto do. Yet, the older oneisnot going to stop, and so thereistumult at thetable. Princess
Iva, what to do with it? It was ssmple. Only seemingly, but don’t the children know it from their
home? “I amright, | am.” But theright isfar, far above them. Theright islove and esteeming the
other better than myself. We don't play on who wasfirst, who isolder or younger. Ivajudged it right
and the children had something to think about at home.

~In the next scene a fight over adoll happened. Classic situation. Two =
girls, but only one new doll. While Martinais playing cheerfully with thedoll,
her sister, Magda, leers at her with envy. She is waiting for her occasion, which soon comes.
Martina turns around and is looking for a dress for her doll. At that moment, Magda secretly
takes her doll. When Martinafinds out, she jumps after the doll and wants it back. Obvioudly,
shewasjust playing with it. Magdatriesto persuade her, however, with no result, that the doll
was only “laying” there and nobody was playing with it. And because they don't settle the argument, they cometo the
“courtroom.” Not even many adultswould be ableto judgeit easily. Thefact that Magda was behaving very selfishly
was clear immediately to everybody. But what should poor Martinado? Did she act properly? After adiscussion and
searching in the Word, everything was cleared up and the children played for us what Martina could do better. After
finding out that she lost her doll, she offered Magda even the dress which she went for before. 1t was clear that the
children had reached much deeper than to human “righteousness.”

~Two sistersin aroom. The older oneisreading. The younger one, still with apacifier, is
drawing her apicture. The sun resembles the sun only from far away and the eyes have gone
through the paper. ® “Sister, here, a picture for you.” The younger one wants to make her
older sister happy. “Well, thisis an ugly picture, go away with it!” “Here, a picture for you!
Taket, takeit! You haveto!l... You areso mean!” Theyounger is upset with her sister that
she doesn’t want her picture and, in addition to not wanting it, she has found faultswithit. So,
Princess Ester, how are you going to judge the suit? After alonger discussion and explanation, it was clear. Thejudge,
Princess Ester, explained to the girls what was righteous. The older one was to take the picture and praiseit. Shewas
to respect her sister’s effort and make her happy. And that it didn’t turn out very well? That was not the point. Ester
didn’t forget the younger one either. “When your sister rejects you, it doesn’t matter. Maybe thereis
something else that is bothering her. Go and play, don’t be upset with her and you can give your
picture, for example, to your mom in the evening.”
:":L.-:i. _ ~Thegirlsare playing, each one of them with their new toy. Evahasabeautiful new spinning
ﬁpﬁ - = top. Thisobvioudly attractstheinterest of her friend, Kristyna. And so, after awhile, sheasksher
) Ii b._'%"’-;;_-:'-": politely whether she could borrow it, upon which she receives also a polite answer of, “Not at the

- moment.” Kristyna continues in a very polite manner to ask for the toy and stresses it out by

quoting the Word, “When somebody asksyou, give him what heisasking for...” (Matthew 7:7). However, Evainsists
on her own and doesn’t want to lend the toy until they start to argue and everything ends up where else — but in the
courtroom. And there we had a stumbling block. Except for the arguing that the girls were reproved of in the begin-
ning, the children insisted, and relatively in one voice, that Eva was supposed to lend the toy to Kristyna when she
asked for it. Inthe same spirit the answers were carried to question the leader, “What should your dad do when | come
to him and ask himto give me hiscar or house?’ “Hehasto giveittoyou.” And so, after along discussion, wefinally
had to intervene and set up the ownership law in Israel. 1f somebody hasatoy, it is hissovereign right to keep it and do
with it what he wants. And especially when Evawasjust playing with her new toy, Kristyna could not enforce aclaim.
It'sacomfort to know it isso. Socialism as a congtitution in the Kingdom of God?® No!©

~A stinky poor fellow and arich thief visited us last. We need to point out that Uncles
Tomas and Radek ranked with real actors not only with their costumes but aso their theatrical

performance. The rich man came in in a beautiful robe, all dressed in gold, a turban on his I!

head, five wristwatches on his hand, and probably a hundred gold coinsin hispurse. The poor
man had old pants, asort of torn vest, ill fitting hat, and he smelled, oh my, how he smelled!
Foge You see, he had Romadur (avery stinky Czech cheese) spread on his hands

—r ‘ and who knows where else to make itself known.© The story was simple.

v The poor fellow had one sheep, which he wastaking care of. His neighbor, arich man, had exactly

)
( : ? one hundred of them. However, when guests came to the rich man’s house, he killed and prepared

the poor man’s sheep for them. Therich man didn’t deny it. Rather, hetried to explain to the court
in avery polished and civil manner that this society would do best if they would get rid of similar
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individuals as this poor man was. They stink and only bring shame. “Put him in prison so that there would be peace.”
The rich man offered that he would donate much money for charitable purposes. The worst thing, however, was when
he emptied a pile of gold coins right in front of the judge, Prince Jachym. You see, they were chocolate coins and
Jachym, our youngest prince, had a big appetite for them. The charge of the poor man was simple. He uttereditina
very simple-minded way and with aconstant sniveling and clearing histhroat. But it wasclear. “My neighbor stole my
only sheep.” The verdict, seemingly simple, troubled the children a bit. They sent the rich man to prison with a
relatively easy heart and he had to recompense for the sheep a hundred times. But some of them wanted to send the
poor man to prison also, because he smelled bad. Nevertheless, at the end they just ordered him to get washed more
o often. And when even the main judge overcame the heap of chocolate ducats, the case was settled.
,f‘}&'-,_w After the challenging afternoon full of judging, a short time of running outside and a good dinner

WJ ' camein very handy.
= Sone of Changeable Colors

To do something that somebody orders us to do and then they watch over us to make sure we do it is not very
difficult. However, nobody commandsthekings. And so theking’s children haveto learn to be responsible even when
nobody keeps an eye on them. The verse of the day for us became Proverbs 6:6-8, “ Go to the ant,
thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise... Which having no overseer still worketh.” She
doesn’t have any overseer over her. And who isthereto rush her? She knowstheresults of her work
as well as what happens if she doesn’t work. And so we put a wrench in the works for the children.
Everybody was given aparchment with tasksto do for the afternoon. Thetaskscould havebeendonein *
about three hours of earnest work. But at the sametime, we announced free timefor the whole afternoon. The children

#_‘ could play, do whatever they wanted, and we adults gladly joined them and didn’t force them to do
{

anything. There was only one catch — whoever fulfilled the tasks would receive the stone of
changeable colors. And whoever had all the stones would be crowned.

The afternoon came and we were waiting to see what would happen. The parentswho were
choosing the tasks didn’t spare their children. At least half of the tasks fell under the category of
those that the  children didn’'t like to do. Somebody had to wash dirty tights, somebody went to do the dishes,
somebody cut figures for decoration, somebody had to quietly read a book for half an hour and somebody had to put
away toys. And al of them were learning verses. Thelittle children learned one verse
and the bigger ones |earned even awhole chapter. Nobody was pushing them, nobody . .3
was urging them, nobody was reminding them anything. What do you think? How did &%
it end up? The parents did not recognize their children. © Almost al the children
fulfilled their tasks - by themselves, without anybody urging them, and even with joy.
They learned alot and their parents had something to think about and follow up on.

In order for usto reward the children alittle bit, we performed aplay for theminthe
evening. A play about antsand acricket. It wasagreat fun for the adults, and asfor the
children, they were sitting the whole time with their eyes asbig as saucers. Costumes,
arrangement, music, as well as the narrator, were just excellent.

“No noise, children, not aword, | will tell you astory from the meadows. 1t will beastory likeatale, about the ants
and acricket. 1t wassummer timeand...” theantsworked hard and the cricket only played and played on hisviolin, the
whole summer and the whole fall until winter caught him. While the ants had many supplies and were resting in the
anthill, the cricket was freezing and didn’t have anything to eat... “Till he fell exhausted to the ground. Snow was
quietly falling on hisviolin... However, the ants ran to him, and when the cricket woke up, snow and frost didn’t chill
him anymore. He was in the anthill in awarm hall and the ants kept bidding him to eat. He sure ate a lot, children.
When he finished eating and drinking everything, he bowed his eyesto the ground in shame. ‘I was not wise, | know
it now, how will | recompense you? ‘Don’t talk about it any more, dear cricket, we owed you, too. When you were
playing so nicely during summer, everybody was working more easily. Just one thing we ask you now, play for us as
you did in summer.” And the cricket got up and put his violin under his chin and played and played and played and
played...” The curtain goes down and the children don’t even utter a sound. What are they going to dream about
tonight?

= Red stone
1 J'r All of it would be absolutely for nothing if we didn’t have love. If we bestowed all our goods, were
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wise, hard-working, but didn’t have love, it would profit us nothing (I Corinthians 13:1-3).
And so the last day of the camp we went with the children to visit achildren’s home. Each
child brought one of his/her toys from home that we, with the newly bought things and
made up cards, brought to the children’s home. And because gifts are not everything, we
spent time with those children, we talked with them and we also performed a play about
ants and a cricket. We blessed and made happy the children in the children’s home and we
knew that without this period at the end, the character of the king’s children would not be
completed.

Coronation

Upon our return from the children’s home there was a surprise waiting for us. The children had
to change into white — white sweaters, shirts, T-shirts, pants, or only just to wrap themselvesin a
white sheet. They also got a purple gown and at the sound of majestic music they were led to a
beautifully decorated coronation hall.

When we quickly evaluated our whole stay and recapped what we learned, we proceeded to a ceremonial corona-
tion. Each child that overcame and obtained all the precious stones received a golden crown into which a king's
goldbeater set beforehand individual stones! And each child was seated on a golden throne. You should have seen
those sparks of happinessin their eyes! Sparksthat were, in addition to it, underlined by the night fireworks. And then
we just played, sang, danced, and praised God and everybody enjoyed it very much.

And what did the children take away with them?

At the camp | liked the skits the best. They were played so that we would learn and so that we would not be
naughty. | liked how Kata gave Bibka the picture with a sun and she told her, “And where does it have anose? She
told her, “Hereitis!” Finally, Bibkasaid, “I don't want thispicture!” Katawas crying and shewas offended. | wasthe
judge and was supposed to settle how they were to do it right. Uncle Martin finally said that they were to hug each
other.

| also liked the theater about how the cricket becamewise. The cricket didn’t want to work with antsfor the winter,
but the ants worked hard. The cricket was a lazy fellow. He then didn’t have any food for winter. The ants then,
however, gave him food, because they wanted to help him. The cricket finally said to himself that he was foolish,
because he didn’t work for the winter. Then he said, “1 will never do it again!” | learned that | am
not to bealazy fellow and that | am to clean up my room, because my mom would otherwise spank
me with the “vitamin.”*

Ester Kotrlova, 5 years

=4
When we were in Dlouhy we had such a game that when we came to an aunt or an uncle, they

either gave us atask to do or they sent usto somebody else. We were to get five coins and buy with them astonefor a
crown. When | was with uncle Tomas, | wasto find the second coin either on a slide or on a seat made out of logs. |
chosethedlide. | couldn’t findit. | had already searched the slide at |east threetimes. (I waslosing patience.) | prayed
that God would help me and that | would find that coin. After thisprayer | decided that | would go through the slide one
moretime. And so | was searching and | knew that it had to be somewhere there. | waslooking and looking and at the
bottom of that slide (where asmall hole was) THERE WAS THE COIN! | took it out quickly and thanked God that He
helped me!!!
IvaOulicka, 10 years

| liked the coronation most of all, because there we received the crowns,
which we have at home now. When we got the crowns, we sang the song, “We
GiveYou Praises.” | was lifting my hands to God, because | was very thankful
that | had that crown. Every day we had agamein which wewereto demonstrate
avirtue, and alwaysin the evening, when we had ameeting, the one who demon-

strated the virtue, received one precious stone. Who had all five of them, he/she
continued on page 35...

1 Onetime we were talking at the meeting for children that encouragement, rebuke, or even

ause of arodisasavitamin we need for ahealthy growth... :
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ear has been the first time that | have ever
an out-of -state conference for Sonlight Gos-
ie Body of Christ. InNovember, | wasblessed

> to attend the Nebraska Conference. My
| was

he Body of Christ, the way every part inter-
diflowed like a machine. (I’m saving “well-
chine” for Georgia).

e the conference, | had this desire to help in
itchen at the conference. Asit turned out, they
Wg in constant need of adishwasher, so | wasableto
belpart of the kitchen activities along with quite afew
other dishwashers. | just had areally strong thing in
my heart to help and be a servant in some way to the
Body of Christ. There was aword by Brother Mark
Jantzi about the conferences being the wedding feasts,
and that all of the conferences we have, until the Lord
comesforth within Hissons, will all bewedding feasts.

Then, in the kitchen, | thought about the word on
the wedding feasts that Brother Mark had given, and
also about the vision of Brother Cecil concerning the
“1,0001b Bag of Food for theWedding Feast.” | redly
was excited about being able to help the workers in
thekitchen for the Wedding Feast of Our Father. There
was also the dealing of repentance for missing many
wedding feasts, because of my “excuses.” Whatever
my excuses were in the past make no difference, | re-
pented for my past sins and received the precious
cleansing of the Blood of the Lord, and covenanted
with God to turn from that error.

The fellowship in Nebraska is a wonderful place.
They have it fixed up with lots of room in the kitchen
with roomto eat, and avery large gathering room. The
Body of Christ really blessed me there. Everyone
worked so well together. There was so much love and
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Feasting
at the Conference

November 2005
By Terry Smith

sharing in the midst of the brethren. The little children
were especially well behaved, and as usual, | cried quitea
bit, because the love of God was so very visible in all of
the brethren, and in our midst.

| really wept the morning that we had to leave. | loved
being with all of the brethren. Maybe | didn’t know alot
of the names, but the love of God that | saw in the hearts of
the attendeeswas such ablessing to be around that | really
hated to leave. | can’'t quite put into words the feeling |
had, but | realy love being with the Body of Christ and |
love the presence of the Lord that you receive by beingin
the midst of the brethren.

| decided that | was not going to miss any more wed-
ding feasts with the Body of Christ — unless perhaps they
are out of the country. Ed, my husband, said | couldn’t
leave the country without him. Sooooooo, if the Lord
would like me to attend a conference that is out of the
country before His return, He will have to change that,
won't He? Hhmm!

Spiritually, | felt refreshed, renewed, revitalized, and
strengthened.

Inthenatural, most of our travel arrangementsworked
out as planned. There was a matter of some lost luggage
upon our return home that we hadn’t planned on. Because
of Brother Sigwarth’s word about, “Now You Are A Tar-
get,” the lost luggage became a blessing. 1f God had not
accomplished any cleansing and drawing closer, no lug-
gage would have been bothered. | knew that it was a test
and praised the Lord all theway home. Wedid receive our
luggage the next day, so it worked out well.

| lovewhat the Lord isdoing! | love how He just gets
better and bigger and more wonderful with everything that
Hedoes. | lovetheBody of Christ, and | lovetheincrease
of Christ in each of the brethren. You all may not realize
it, but | seethe Lord in you and you are a precious part of
the Body of Christ.

God blessyou all and may Christ increase in your be-
ings abundantly above and beyond measure. v/
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By Caleb Trotter:

This is about Obedience.

| have a song to go with
it. Can you guess? It’s Trust
and Obey. 1 don’t think I
want to disobey anymore.

The End.

The Conference
| went to the Georgia
Conference. Some of you were not there.
If you were not, | will tell you how God
moved. Mr. Streblow came. He shared an
excellent word about his book. | really liked
it.

By Isaac Trotter:
Saved

We were going shopping a few weeks
ago. When we had finished, we went back
to the car and when we pulled out another
car started to pull out. They did not no-
tice that we had pulled out. We were too
far out to pull back in. When Mommy and
| looked out our window, the other car was
about two inches away from my door and
Mom’s door, but then the car started going
out and didn’t hit our car. | was so thank-
ful. By the way, | forgot to tell you that
before we left to go to town, we prayed
that we would be covered by the Blood of
Jesus and our prayers were answered. |
am so glad to have a God who answers
prayers. The End.

Trip to Georgia

The trip was very, very good. The drive
to Georgia and back was very good. The
meetings were very good. Later in the
week, Mr. Bob Streblow came, the man who
wrote the book Mr. Pegelow. He gave an
excellent word about his book. Although |
already read the book, | could hear it again
out of the man who wrote the book.
Whoever was not there, | need
to tell them that the con-
ference was excellent. | am
glad | was there. The End.
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By Johanna, Josiah, Christopher,
and Sophia Asbill:

A little over a week ago, we went to see Dr.
Kent Hovind, also known as Dr. Dino. He talked
about how we did not evolve from “soup” mil-
lions and millions of years ago or come about from
a big bang! Dr. Hovind gives lots of proof that the
age of the earth is almost seven thousand years
old and everything around us shows evidence of
our Creator, God. He
was fascinating to listen
to and confirms our be-
lief in God, the Master
Designer, and also dis-
proves the foolish theories of evolution. We thor-
oughly enjoyed listening to Dr. Hovind speak, but
the best thing of all was after he spoke, we were
able to talk with him personally. He showed us
the scientific way to eat candy, shoot rubber bands
and how to make paper airplanes that fly over
400 meters. He took us to the gym and we shot
rubber bands and paper airplanes with him.

For our personal thoughts:

Johanna remarked, “We love to watch Mr.
Hovind’s videos all the time, but it was even more
exciting to see him and talk to him in person!”

Josiah was delighted, “It was a dream come
true for me!”

Christopher says, “I liked seeing him in real
life because | got to talk to him. He even shot a
rubber band at me!”

Sophia says, “Mr. Hovind
likes kids a lot. He likes to talk
to us and show us neat things
about science and God.” 7
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What 1§

One day as | was down in the basement working
on laundry, | began to contemplate how self-oriented
our world has become and how that self message is
propagated. TheLord dropped into my mindtheverse
found in Romans 12:1 that says, | beseech you there-
fore, brethren, by the merciesof God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service. This verse
has redlly stuck with me and provided a measuring
stick by which | have begun to consider my responses
and actions in the midst of the situations in which |
find myself. | would like to share with you some of
the things that | have found in the Word; as | have
beguntolook at thisparticular verseand what it means,
it has been like a treasure chest with much wealth.

First of al, I'd like usto consider the thought pro-
cessthat bombardsusonthe natural level. Inour world
today we are surrounded on al sides by a hedonistic
culturewiththemantraof, “If it feelsgood, doit.” All
you haveto do is begin to examinethe marketing strat-
egiesand slogans of businesses, and you get an under-
standing of what they arereally appealing to. Itisthe
pursuit of self. Haveyou ever heard the slogans, “You
deserve a break today,” or, “Have it your way”? My
all-timefavorite was a cash advance check in the mail
from a credit card company with an advertisement of
atropical beach scene and a hammock swinging in
the breeze. The phrase written across the top was,
“Go ahead. After all, you deserveit.” At the bottom
in very small print were the details of the percentage
rate, transaction fees, etc. You know, isn’'t that just
like the devil and how he appealsto our soul? It'san
offer to feed our self and our desires, but somehow in
the glitz and glamour of it al, we don’t necessarily
see the fine details of what it will cost us in return.
Another thought for us to consider is, what is it, ex-
actly, that we think we deserve? Paul said in Romans

Reasonable?

7,

by Stacy Ashill

7:18, For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good | find
not. Now, why am | saying all this? If we think that
we are exempt from the spirit of this age, all we have
todoisrecall theillustration that Brother duCille has
given us in time past. Do you remember the three
layers, or filters, that the Word has to go through be-
fore it reaches us? The Lord commanded Abraham
to come out from his country, his kindred, and from
his father’s house (Genesis 12:1). We also have a
need to allow the Word to penetrate through these
layersand mindsetsthat bombard uson all sides. Itis
interesting to note that while the pursuit of pleasure
and self isheightened in our time, it isatactic that the
devil has been using from the beginning when he ap-
pealed to Evethrough hisdesirefor self-elevation with
thewords, “Yeshall belikegods’ (Genesis3:5). The
devil is still doing the same thing today; let’s look
into the Word so that we will not fall prey to histac-
tics.

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
ciesof God, that ye present your bodiesaliving sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which isyour rea-
sonable service. There are certain key words that |
looked up, so aswe go through thisverse, I' minclud-
ing Strong’s numbers, the Greek word, definitions,
and al so scripture verses where the same Greek word
was used, but sometimeswith adifferent Englishword
to trandate it. | beseech... (#3870 parakaleo: pray,
comfort, exhort, intreat, desire). Isn'tit like you can
hear theyearning in the heart of Brother Paul summed
up in thisword? ...you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present (#3936 oiktirmos.
yield). InRomans6:13 and 16, this same Greek word
is used to describe standing before the judgment seat
and in Romans 16:2, to commend oneself. If you look
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in 1l Timothy 2:15, where it says, Sudy to show thy-
self approved... the word approved is the same Greek
word translated to present). You can see that we are
not just going to come in before the Lord and say,
“Well, herel am!” Thereis a process that must take
place and | believe that we can see it defined for us
right here. ...your bodiesa living sacrifice, holy (#40
hagios: pure, blameless, consecrated), acceptable
(#2101 euarestos. agreeable, well-pleasing) unto God,
which is your reasonable (#3050 logikos: rational,
logical) service (#2999 latreia: ministration of God,
i.e. worship).

Now, the phrase that continues to come back to
meisyour reasonable service. When you look up the
word reasonablein Webster’ sdictionary, it givesadefi-
nitionthat | love. It Simply says, not excessive. When
| thought about this, an example cameto mind. When
| sweep my kitchen floor, there is an exactness and
precision with which | perform thejob to attain to the
level that my father taught mewhen

thisexampleand apply it to how we arewith the Lord. )
You know, what God deems reasonabl e is oftentimes
not according to our way of thinking. Hesaysin Isaiah
55:8, For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther areyour ways my ways, saith theLORD. | have
to admit that there have been many timesin my life
that, as God stretches and stretches me further, | have
cried out in the pain of that stretching, “God, do You
really know what You' redoing? God, You' re stretch-
ing metoo far, I’'m going to break!” Heisfaithful to
answer, “My graceis sufficient for thee, you will not
break,” and it has always proven to be true. So, we
see that the reasonableness is not to be decided on

our part, but it is He that has set the standard.
Continuing with the word reasonable, | found it
really interesting that the only other placein the Word
where its Greek derivative, logikos, is used is found
in | Peter 2:2-3. It says, As newborn babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby, if so be ye have tasted

| was growing up. There isthe ¢
same intent and desire that | have
towards my children as they per-
form thistask. Now, | can ask one
child to sweep thefloor and another
timethenext child will do the same
job and the outcome will be differ-
ent. Both children areat alevel of
maturity wherethey could perform
thistask to my expectation, so why

What God deems
resonable is oftentimes
not according to our
way of thinking.

N that the Lord isgracious. When
you look at theword logikosinthe
Strong’s, you find that its root is
found in #3050 which is logos!
Now, logosisthe Word given with
potential and, in essence, isthe be-
ginning. This is defined in the
aboveversewhereit talks of new-
born babes, or in the Greek,
brephos. So, if you take these

is there a difference in outcome?
First of al, their attitude comesinto
play. Do they willingly accept the job that was given
to them? Next, how much do they want to please me
in the task that they are doing for me? Also, isthere
something else that they would rather be doing at that
exact moment, or do they willingly put that asidewith
theintent to do what Mommy asked them to do? Tak-
ing al thesefactorsinto account, they will develop, in
their mind, a level of what they deem acceptable or
reasonable asto thejob that they do. Now, the bottom
lineis, I am the mom and | am the one who sets the
standard according to their level of competence asto
how the job should be done. My child may think it is
acceptable to sweep the dirt pile into the cold air re-
turn grate because he or she doesn’t want to take the
time to sweep it properly into the dustpan and empty
it into the garbage, but | certainly do not. (Althoughl
have to chuckle over it later on — especially because
they think | won't notice!) | believe that we can take

thoughts and go back to Romans
12:1, thereasonable serviceisnot
the end, but the beginning! Going on to verse two,
And be not conformed to thisworld: but beyetrans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and per-
fect, will of God. Building upon Romans 12:1 and
having cometo the position and place of laying down
one'slife, if you correlate thiswith the tabernacle and
the pieces of furniture there, you see that we are still
in the operation of the Outer Court. We know that
the sacrifice was laid upon the brazen altar, offered
unto God, partaken of by the priest, and then the priest
entered into the Holy Place, and ultimately, the Holy
of Holies. So, we seein verse two when it says, but
beyetransformed, theword transformed in the Greek
ismetamor phoo (#3339) and meansto change, trans-
figure. We know that metamorphosis is the process
of change that takes place transforming a lowly cat-
continued on page 34...
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To Know HIim

Philippians 3:9, And be found in
him, not having mine own righteous-
ness, which is of the law, but that
which isthrough the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which isof God by
faith: *That | may know him, and
the power of hisresurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death;

About one month ago, the Lord
revealed to me a particular malady of
my soul called pride. This caused me
to have awrong outlook towards oth-
ers and also a wrong self-awareness.
My problem wasthat | compared my-
self with those around me. “Oh, they
dothat! Well, I wouldn’t ever do that.
| must be more spiritua thanthey are.”
That would be some of my thoughts
when | would see somebody doing
something that | do not do. Mr. Ashill
spoke a word about this problem one
Sunday. He said something to the de-
gree of, “You cannot compare your-
self with other people, but rather com-
pare yourself against Jesus Christ.”
The first will lead to pride and a
haughty attitude, which the Lord hates.
The second will always humble a per-
son because they realize how holy and
perfect God isand how wretched they
are.

Well, theword didn’t sink into my
thick skull right away; it took about a
month to run its course. When | fi-
nally realized what | wasdoing, it was
like hitting a brick wall running full

bore. When | do something | doitwith
my whole being, and when | believe

Keeping in Touch

something, | runwithit. Sol wasrun-
ning with the Lord in the understand-
ing that | had and God threw this*in-
visible” brick wall in my way so that |
would slam right into it. Somewhere
amongst thetwirling stars, bright lights
and birdschirping, | finally understood
what Mr. Asbill was saying. | cannot
comparemyself with those around me.
| must use Jesus Christ as my measur-
ing stick. Without adoubt, | repented
right away and when | came back to a
consciousstate| didn’t know what was
going on.

| felt sodifferent and solittle. The
man | thought of before as“Wesley, a
big spiritual person” was not the case
anymore. That balloon popped and
twirled to the ground. | really didn’t
know what to think, because | wasdo-
ing all the right motions and moves a
Christian should do. | don’t drink,
smoke, or use
bad language. |
have great atten-
dance at church. | dress
appropriately. On top of
that, | work at First Fruits
inMahomet and also onthe
K.I.T. bulletin. All of that iswell and
good. However, | was doing it to in-
crease my own righteousness which
Paul saysisby thelaw and not of faith
(Philippians 3:9). You see, | want the
righteousnesswhichisby faith. | want
that white garment clothed upon me.
Revelation 3:18, | counsel theeto buy
of megold tried in thefire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. How
does a person buy white raiment or be
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By Wesley Schell

clothed in Christ’s righteousness?

To jump ahead a little, | have a
little story from Georgia that goes
along those lines. At the conference
one day, Brother Herrig commented
about my outfit. He said that | was
dressed like abusinessman. | quickly
replied, “Yes, | have some business
transactionsto do withtheLord. | am
going to give Him my flesh and in re-
turn all | wantisgold.” If it wasonly
that easy; well, it could be. Thinking
back upon how the Lord hasdealt with
particular problemsin my soul, | find
alink that ties them all together.

God works with me through my
natural everyday circumstances. He
ordains eventsto occur in my life that
reveal aspects of my
own nature to me,
whether big or small
it doesn’t matter, becauseitisthelittle
foxes that will destroy the vine. Ev-
ery time this happens | am first,
ashamed that | have this in my soul
and second, thankful because now |
have the wherewithal to do something
about my nature. | ask theLordtofor-
give me of this nature that | was born
with and then each and every time |
think of it or it manifests, | ask theLord
to deliver me. “Deliver meof thiscar-
nal, habitual nature that is between
You and me. | would like it removed
so that | can be ever more like You
and exponentially less like me.” For
me, it has started like that and then
God marvel ously movesto change me
little by little. God worksin my mind
so that | no longer want the old but |
want Him. Then one day down the
road | will look back and say, “1 don’t
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have that problem like | used to.” |
then would have to chooseto belikel
used to be, instead of it being a habit
for me.

This is how God deals with me
then. All day long God shows methat
my actions, attitude, and words don’t
always glorify Him. Itisnot only the
negative, but He also allows meto see
where my behavior has been changed.
Both aspects of it bless me very much
because they are equally vital to over-
coming. | really lovethispractical and
real relationship with God. It is no
longer a spiritual lala land of how
many times | say hallelujah or amen
in ameeting, but rather God using my
natural situations as a medium to pro-
duce Hisown natureinside of my soul.

Now | wasready for the Nebraska
Convention. Wow, pull back on the
reigns now. Why am | going? It's 4
daysbeforel leave and | have not had
one thought about why | am going. |
wasin the K.I.T. meeting on Tuesday
night and | was reading articles
nonchalantly, until | picked up Lydia
Sigwarth’sarticleabout her timeat the
Czech Conference. Before she left,
she had a petition before the Lord that
she would come home different than
how she went. This caught my eye
and | took it seriously. Thisis how |
need to view the upcoming weekend.
Lord, | want to be changed at that con-

ference! Thisishow | began to pray.
| put certain problemsin my soul be-
fore the Lord and asked Him to de-
liver mefromthem. | mean, it changed
my wholereason for going. | now had
apurpose and agoal to drive towards.
Thank you, Lydia, you blessed mevery
much and made a huge impact on the
outcome of the conferencefor me. So,
| went with determination to meet the
Lord and bechanged. 1 tell you, it hap-
pened. | wasdelivered of the spirit of
lust, disrespect, and also pride. They
all took a blow. | know it because |
am not the same person that | was a
month ago. | even think differently
because my mind was set free.

After the conference, thefarm had
stopped and | started to work construc-
tion. It was avery easy transition for
me because if | was not farming |
would want to be doing carpentry. |
havealittlestory of how the Lord dealt
withmein carpentry. My second week
on the job | was asked to install trim
detail onindoor columnsmade of hard
maple. | had to put base on and also a
cap. Thepieceswere
quitesmall, and some
were even the size of
children’s blocks. 1
was told | needed perfect corners and
joints. The first couple of columns |
worked on with Jansen and then | was
left to finish thetask. | had an under-

standing of what | was asked to do,
but | didn't have experience to fall
back upon for help. Thiswas a huge
learning experiencefor me. 1t took me
alittletimeto work some of these cor-
ners to be seamless. There was one
piecein particular that was 1 inch tall
by %2 inch wide in the shape of a tri-
angle and three of its edges had to be
an exact fit. Sad to say, | spent half-
an-hour on that one piece. It tested
my frustration limit. By naturel like
to accomplish tasks fast, but
ooooohhhhh no, not this time. The
story was like this: cut the piece, try
and fit it into the place. Sand alittle
onthissideto makeit fit tighter. Fitit
inagain. Sand somemore, fitit again.
Thisiswalking insideto fit and walk-
ing outside to work. Man, the piece
was not going to work. Cut, fit, sand,
fit, sand, fit, cut, sand, fit and so on
and so on. To finish the story, after
asking Jansen and Tyson to help me, |
finally was able to cut the piece that
fit on the third try. This little trim
block was a huge test of patience for
me. It realy caused me to pray and
ask God to chisel the character of pa-
tienceinto me. Work seemsto always
befilledwithlittle challengeslikethat,
which inturn cause meto ask God for
more character or virtue. |1 Peter 1:5,
And beside this, giving all diligence,
add to your faith virtue... 3/
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...continued from page 32 (What |s Reasonable?)
erpillar into alovely butterfly. So it iswith us that God desires to take us from one place of existence and
create usinto something that istotally removed from what we were before. We see that this processistaking
place in this verse when we look farther down at the word, perfect. The word perfect in the Greek istelios
(#1546) which means complete in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, of full-
age. We see this same Greek word in the following passages. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which isin heaven isperfect (Matthew 5:48). Till weall comein theunity of thefaith, and of theknowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ (Ephesians
4:13). Thisnext verse | found most interesting because it highlights the progression that began in | Peter 2:2
and we see the fulfillment of it in Hebrews 5:14. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age
(telios), even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

We can look to Jesus Christ as our pattern. He freely gave of hislife and for usto become a son of God,
we must follow in the sameway. Death to self isthe end to self, but the beginning of livingin Christ. To give
yourself as aliving sacrifice unto God is reasonable. Infact, God saysthat it islogical (makes sense) and is
not excessive! sn't that so encouraging? Whatever circumstance or situation you and | may find ourselvesin
today, let ustake comfort in that fact! May God blessyou al! 37
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Announcing...
8 K.I.T. for
Lz

Kids!

The Lord has laid it upon our hearts to bless the children in our fellowships, as
well as other places, and present them with the Keeping in Touch for Kids. And so,
inadditiontotheKids' Chronicles in our current bulletin, the children will have their own magazine (geared
toward ages 6 to 12), in which they will be able to learn more about the Kingdom of God and their personal part
init. Itisour desireto present the Word of God to the children on their level so that they too, might fulfill their
calling and election in God.

The children’s bulletin will include words and stories, motivating the little ones to spend time with their
Heavenly Father and provoking them to manifest Godly character traits. It will befull of fun activities, by which
they might exercise their understanding of the Word and increase their desire to serve God. They will also get a
chance to read testimonies and articles written by their peers as well as write what is on their own hearts.

K.I.T. for Kidswill be published monthly, with itsfirst issue scheduled for March 2006. Please pray with
us that it would reach, not only the children that have already been involved in the Word of the Gospel of the
Kingdom, but also those who have not heard of it before.

times.

...continued from page 28 (WWho Wil Overcome?)

finally received the crown. Anditissimi-
lar eveninthe spirit. We also demonstrate
virtues every day, for example patience,
love, courage, or righteousness... Wemay
have problems every day and we fight
against them, and when we overcome, it
isgood. When we don’t manage, then we
ask God and He cleanses our heart and
when we finally overcome, God will give
us the crown of glory.

When | do something wrong and | don’t want to go on
in something, because | don't like doing it anymore, | al-
ways remember how we played the game at the camp,
where we wanted to get, | think, either ayellow or awhite
precious stone for patience. We had to bring five coinsto
our leader, which we were to obtain during the game. Our
leader told us to go to somebody for a coin and that aunt
said that we had to go to adifferent aunt or uncle so that he
would give us, for example, candies so that we could get

Keeping in Touch

If you would like to subscribe your children (or yourself) to receive K.I.T. for Kids on aregular basis,
please send us your registration with the full name of your child and complete address to our e-mail address:

kitbulletin@truevine.net or kitforkids@truevine.net

or, our mailing address: News Bulletin, PO Box 409, Mahomet, IL 61853.

Due to the fact that the K.I.T. for Kids will include puzzles and coloring pictures, you might want to
consider ordering more than just one copy if your family has alarger number of children.

We trust this project will bring much blessing into the Body of Christ and we covet your prayers at all

The K.I.T. for Kids Staff, along with the K.I.T. Bulletin Staff
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the coin, and he sent usto somebody else.
With this other person there was, as he
said, atask to do for which we would re-
ceivethat coin. And soit went round and
round. We had to run in and out of the
cottage, take off our shoes and put them
back on, and | didn’t likeit anymore, but
| wanted to get that precious stone, so |
kept playing. Itissimilar asin our own
life. Yourunonandon. Sometimes| don’t want to sweep
the floor, but my mom gives it to me as atask to do. |
always remember this game and go on so that | could re-
celve that crown at the end.

LucieKotrlova, 7 years

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible.

1 Corinthians 9: 2537

January 29, 2006




