Keeping In Touch

... whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your

affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospel; Philippians 1:27
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« Info Center >/ ¢

Dear Readers, September 11, 2005

Welcome to another Keeping In Touch bulletin. We have been blessed by the “harvest” of young people we
have had, not only helping here on the farm, but a so working on the bulletin (thank you, MissKatie Sigwarth!). All the
articles and testimonies we have been able to publish about Martin, Kveta, Oliver, Melissa, and Katie have been
wonderful. These young people have been a blessing and inspiration to us and we will miss them all!

It isalwaysexciting to see all that we are preparing for thisbulletin - we have three pertinent wordsfor this hour
that we believe will challenge you in the Lord. Two of the words are by Brother Burt Ashill and were ministered in
Dubugque earlier this summer. The other was ministered by Brother Peter Schneider and will certainly blessyou. We
also have several articles written by bulletin staffers and an encouraging study by Sister Terry Smith. We also want to
take the opportunity to welcome several new arrivals, so be sure to check out the baby announcements!

Also, we would loveto hear from you asto how you are enjoying our new bulletin layout. Itisawaysencour-
aging to hear from our readers! If you still haven’t received one of our cookbooks, let usknow. If you would like one,
you can buy it at the Mahomet, IL, or Schuyler, NE, fellowships for $10 or we can ship it directly to you for an
additional $2. Just let usknow by letter or email - or see abulletin staffer at church. All correspondance can be sent to:

>§/ or /‘< email:
| kitbulletin@tr yg

any Thanks!

| The Keeping In Touch Bulletin staffers would like to extend our heart-
felt thanks to Brother Gordon Gerber (and his wife!) for all of the addi-
tional work and tribul ation that he experienced in learning the process of
. printing our new format! It wasachallenge, to say theleast! Therewere
. about adozen new variablesthat weintroduced to him when we changed
from the old booklet format to the new magazine size format. Each one
presented another hurdle — especially when we were trying to work
through the difficultiesover the phone! After much perseverance, Brother
Gordon was successful in printing our initial run of the new look, and we
are so pleased with the outcome! We want him to know that we are
grateful that he has come alongside us in the change and has produced
such ablessing for so many of the brethren! Thank you —you are appre-
ciated by usall! 3/

..that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified.
Isalah 61:3
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Praisethe Lord. Itisgood to seeall of you. Amen? |
think that we are living in an exciting time. | think that if
we can grasp hold of therevelation of God concerning His
sons, | believe we will give the devil arun for his money.

.4 NoO"“amens’ there? Maybe you're not interested
ﬁ‘ in giving the devil arun for hismoney, but | want

to make the devil run for everything, especially
away fromme. Amen. | think the devil has overshadowed
us, he has intimidated us, he has motivated us, and he has
kept usin the dark long
enough. | think itistime
for the sons of God to
arise.

This evening as |
walked in, the song that .-
came to me was, “Not
my will but Thine be
done, that thefullness of
the Son might dwell
within this heart that |
have offered Thee.” The
key to this thought of
sonshipisintheoffering
that you bring to God
with regard to that posi-
tion, your thought of pre-
eminence and personal
preference as to the
placethat you arein and
the humanity that you
have. The key is how
much of that you are -
willing to offer. Someof 4 -
us want to be sons of :
man more than we want
to be sons of God. |
shouldn’t say some of
us, because | think that’s all of us to some degree or an-
other. The degree that we have with that position may
vary from person to person, but when it comes down to the
nitty-gritty, it is our personal humanity that is the basis of
all of our problems. Oh, you already knew that revelation,
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Your problem?

It’s not your husband.
It’s not your wife.

It’s not your daughter.
It’s not your son.

It’s not your sister.
It’s not your brother.

It’s not the community
of the church.

‘- The problem

YOUR PROBLEM IS Y0u!

v IS

Brother Burt Asbill
Dubuque, lowa
June 18t 2005

right? You've already overcome that propensity, right?
You thought it was the devil. You thought that it was all
the devil’sfault, didn't you? Well, guesswhat? The devil
has absolutely no power over you or me other than the
power that wegive him. Comeon! Hallelujah. We some-
times think that the devil is so insurmountable, so uncon-
guerable and so absolutely in a place of entrenchment,
hello? Maybe I’ m talking to the wrong crowd. | must be
talking to the wrong group of people. You probably have
a grip on all of this
thought of overcoming.
You probably have ar-
rived at a position of
knowledge and strength
and revelation. The
devil isn’'t your problem.
Your problem is you!
The truth is that God
hasn’t just given me
power over the devil.
God hasgiven me power
over me! At least for
your sake, | would think
you would all be saying
to me, “Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord! When
are we going to finally
get it all together!”
Brethren, come on!

I'm telling you,
there is something that
Godispouring outinthe
church upon His people
that is something other
than head knowledge.
There is something of a
revelation. There is
something of an understanding. If youand | can get ahold
of it, it will put the devil into bankruptcy. Hallelujah. It
will put him into bankruptcy, make him insolvent, power-
less, absolutely, totally helpless. The fact isthat heis not
your problem. Your problem is you and God has given
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you the ability to overcome YOU! It’s not your husband.
It'snot your wife. 1t’snot your daughter. It’snot your son.
It'snot your sister. 1t’snot your brother. It’s not the com-
munity of the church. None of those things are your prob-
lem. Your problemisyou! Hallelujah. Guesswhat? The
devil wants you to blame him. Did you know that? The
devil wantsyou to put al the blame on him. Hewantsyou
to think how mean and bad heis, how tough and nasty that
he can be, HE wANTS You To BLAME HIM. S0 all thetimeyou
say, “I rebuke you, devil. | rebuke you. Get behind me
Satan. | rebuke you,” when all of the time you should be
exerting your authority in the Spirit over YOU! Oh yes!
Oh yes, yes, yes, yes. You should be pleading the Blood,
coming before the throne of God with prayer and suppli-
cation, working to achieve that place of repentance. What
I am finding out is that the church does not like repen-
tance. The church does not like repentance because most
of the church is under the dominion of self and, unfortu-
nately, isserving Satan. Somehow or another the devil got
into the business of being God. Ironic, isn't it? Thelie
was, “Yeshall beasgods,” but hewinds up in the place of
exaltation.

It may not seem like it to you, but | am preaching to
you out of John chapter 14. As | was driving over here
today, | had the CD going and was listening to the Gospel
of John. Therewas something that struck me, and it paral-
lels what Jesus was telling his disciples in John chapter
14. Hesaid, “I haveto go. It isexpedient for Me to go,
because if | don’'t go, you're not going to grow. You're
going to start stagnating. You are going to stay looking up
to Me in this natural realm, and there’s something more
that you havetodo. Thereisahigher placethat | want you
to have” He said in another place, “All of these things
that | havedone.” Comeon, brethren. “All of thesethings
that | have done, greater worksshall you do” (John 14:12).
Now, Jesus was either aliar, or He was telling the truth
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and He must have been talking about you and me, because
it isunto the church and unto those who desireto bein the
placethat God wantsthem to be. Turn with meto Genesis
chapter 1. You canjust put your little marker right therein
John chapter 14 because we will be coming back to that
place. Hallelujah.

Genesischapter 1. Isn'tit lovely? You think, “I knew
he was going to preach out of Genesis chapter 1.” | say,
“How did you know that?’ It is because that's all | have
been preaching for the last seven months. Genesis chapter
1. | can’'t get out of chapter 1. When| got saved | couldn’t
get out of Romans or Proverbs. Now | can’t get out of
Genesis. It hastaken me 38 yearsto get back to the begin-
ning. Halelujah. Why? Because He wanted me back at
the beginning to understand that in the beginning it was all
said and done! We're looking for new revelation. We're
looking for new understanding. We're searching, search-
ing, searching, searching, searching, searching, likethesilly
women of Paul’s epistle, having itching ears. We have our
little concordance out and we' re going through our word
studies, looking at all of these different wordstrying to get
some sort of revelation, when all of thetimeit’sright there
in Genesis chapter 1, verse 26! You could just erase the
rest of the Bible, or you could just say that the rest of the
Bible defines and describeswhat He said in Genesis chap-
ter 1, verse 26. Hallelujah. It’'sall right there. Hallelujah.

Genesis 1:26 says, And God said, Let usmakeman in
our image, after our likeness. Let us make man in our
image, okay, but He didn’t stop there, he also said AND
our likeness. Just because man has gotten himself stuck in
the man thing does not mean that man arrived at the inten-
tion of God. Hedidn't want something that wasjust atri-
part being: spirit, soul and body, it wasn’'t enough. He
wanted someone who was like HIM. Furthermore, all of
the Old and the New Testament goes into the mechanics
of how that thing isdone, what the positionisand what are
the requirements. 1n John chapter 14 He says, “I’m going
to send to you the Spirit of truth.” What we want to learn
about is baseball or football, how to be amechanic or how
to be alawyer, how to do this or how to do that, how to be
involved in life, how to be a wife, how to be a husband,
how to be amember of the congregation. Wewant tolearn
all of these things that are just a means to an end. How
many of you know that God never desired to have church?
How many of you know that? God never desired to have
church. God wanted sons from the very beginning, and
man put the definition of theterminology on it and madeit
something other than what it was supposed to be. We are
guilty! Weareguilty for not perceiving and understanding
theintent of God in the very beginning. There was some-
thing that wasin the heart of God concerning wanting sons.
Itishard for meto perceivethat God has need of anything,
but yet there was this desire that He had to make a corpo-
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rate Son. I’'m asking Him a
question and I’'m hoping He's
going to tell me oneday. “Did
You have aneed? What wasit
that motivated You to do what
You did?’ | can’t comprehend
God needing anything, and yet
there was something in Him
that Heexpressedinalittle sen-
tence and He said, “Let us
make man in Our imageand in
Our likeness.” Then He gave
him, man, the commandment
to go and have dominion and to bring what the Father had
created into a place of subjection.

You know, the devil has lied to you and me for seven
thousand years. The devil haslied to usin trying to con-
vince us that we are powerless against him and that heis
in total and complete command of our situation. It'salie
out of the pit of hell! Some of you are dealing with anger,
some of you are dealing with frustration or depression,
some of you are dealing with a spirit of defeat, some of
you are dealing with a spirit of bitterness and resentment
and all kinds of things. You spend all of your time fasting,
(if you fast), and warring against it, coming against the
devil, rebuking the devil, rebuking that thing out of the pit
of hell. That'sall well and good. | am not saying that that
doesn’'t work in its own right, in its own place, but I'm
telling you, thereis something in you that you need to bring
to the altar!

When | grew up, when | became a Christian, wedidn’t
just recite the four spiritual laws. We had to tarry at the
altar. We had to repent. Repent! You know what? When
| repented, | didn’t have to have someone rehearsing for
mewhat | had to repent of. | knew | wasasinner. | knew
| was a drunkard. | knew | was addicted to this and ad-
dicted to that and | knew that | was participating in things
that were not right. | knew that | was using my mind in a
wrongful way. My eyes were doing things they had no
business doing. My ears were doing something that they
had no business doing! Nobody had to tell me | was a
sinner! We, asawhole, are about the most non-responsive
group of peoplethat | have ever met in Christendom! While
you sit in a congregation, the Word of God comes, the
anointing is flowing, the spirit of conviction is here and
everyonesitslikethey areglued in their seats! Something
iswrong! Hallelyjah!

There is something of a Word that is coming forth in
the church! We heard the Word in the Jamaica Conven-
tion. How long ago was Jamaica? Wasit ayear already?
My goodness. One year gone. One year lost, in some
cases, brother. One year lost and some of us are not fur-
ther along in the things that pertain to the desire that God
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Figure 1

hasfor humanity. We're piddling around in our humanity,
till doing all of the humanic things. We are wasting our
time! We are wasting our energy, wasting our money, be-
ing frustrated, being disappointed, being angry, being put
down, harassed and oppressed. We are supposed to rule
theworld. Hello! Maybe | got the sons of God message
wrong. You girls are supposed to be saviors! That means
reaching out into the environment of hell and bringing it
into a place of subjection! Not only externally, but inter-
nally. Reaching down into the very pit of your darkness,
bringing forth the revel ation of the image and the desire of
God in the fact of His likeness moving in the confines of
your and my soul!

Quite frankly, I think we're like Israel that’s gathered
around out in front of the host of the Philistines. And that
mighty giant comes walking out there defying the sons of
God. Where arethe Davids!? Where are the Davids? Do
you know something? | have an advocate with the Father.
Did you know that? Did you know that you have an advo-
cate with the Father? How many times do you use Him?
How many appointments have you made in the last 24
hours? What kinds of things have you brought to Him
concerning your position of humanity that is usurping the
anointing, the unction of God? My goodness. You know
these little girls up herein this front row? They have au-
thority if they have a knowledge, if they have an aware-
ness, if they have the Blood of Jesus Christ, if they have
the Holy Ghost, they have an authority! They have an
authority to overcomeevery principality and every power!
Especially on the basis of what the Word says. Who does
it say isgoing to lead who into the Kingdom of God? Who
isgoing to do it? A child shall lead them into the King-
dom of God (Isaiah 11:6)! A child? Hecan't evenfind his
way around in the house after dark! Why? Why isit that
we have programmed our children in a manner, in afash-
ion that is not consistent with the scriptural premise of
sonship and the element of God that isin the Word? Why
isit that we' ve done that? We need to repent!

Listen to me, brethren. 1f God wantsto produce God,
thenitisreally God's business. Look at this. | will draw
you avery simple diagram; you' ve seen it before and will
probably seeit again. (Figurel) God - thel AM. Male.
Female. He spoke aWord. | loveit! He spoke a Word.
That'sall Hedid. He
spoke a Word, can QL of
you imagine that? i ssued
And something was
created! Something
was created in the
Word that He spoke!
Hallelujah. The
Bible calls it logos.
Out of God issued the

Figure 2
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Figure 3

logos. (Figure2) Ohmy! | loveit! Maybel m the only
that’s having a good time tonight? | loveit. He spoke a
Word. In the beginning, John 1:1. In the beginning was
what? The Word. What does it say? In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God. Isn't that
what it says? In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. God issued
out of Himself something that is called logos. Hallelujah.
Out of God came logos and that logos created an entity of
life that He called Adam. (Figure 3) My goodness. He
called it Adam. “Oh yeah, Adam, | remember Adam. He
was the first man that God cre-
ated.” He was more than that.
Hewas acreated entity that was
amanifestation of the Word that
was in God that God issued out
of Himsalf.

It isthat same Word that you
and | have had the privilege of
hearing. We have had a privi-
lege of hearing some of the
anointed unction, the anointed
logos, hallelujah, asit was taken out of the insides of God
through the administration of theministry. That Word went
forth and it went into our sod, into our earth, down into the
bowels of hell, hallelujah, and something was created that
was eternal! | get excited about that! It's not Burt any-
more, you understand? Burt had nothing to do with it.
Burt'sanincubator. That'sall Burtis. Inside of Burt, God
isincubating! Hallelujah! Something of God is coming
forth. Something of God is percolating down thereinside
of Burt! Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Hewas mae. (Figure4) Hewasfemae. He, man,
was created in His image! By a Word! Word! Word!
Word! Word! Word! Word! A Word! Go to John 17:14.
He says, | have given them... What? ...thy word. You
know what that Word did? It made them other-worldli-
ness. Did you hear me? It made them something other
than human! What you have in you is not something that
ishuman, itisgold, itisGod. Now, you may bury it under
alot of dirt. You may bury it under alot of trash and alot
of garbage, but I’'m telling you something, your garbage
and your dirt does not defile that which God has put into
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Fi gure 4

you! What God has placed in you has the ability of mov-
ing out into the midst of that garbage dump and beginning
a purification, a purging process, a process of sanctifica-
tion. That is, if you will just stop believing the lie that he,
the devil, is the problem and not you.

He said, “Not good” (Genesis 2:18). You know, man
being alone is the only thing He said wasn’t good. Did
you know that? He said, “Not good.” It was not good for
man to stay in this condition. Not good for man to be
encapsulated in this position, in this place. That is the
only place that God ever said anything He created was
NOT good! Anditwasn’t not good inthe sense of it being
bad. It wasnot good inthe sensethat it couldn’t do what it
needed to do when it had to do, and what it was designed
to dointhe present state, in the present form, in the present
fashion.

Come on, brethren. Get a hold of the Word! Get a
hold of the Word, sister, inside of you! It’sthere percolat-
ing. It has the ability to liberate your soul! It has the
ability to tear down kingdoms of hell and principalities
and powers! Get a hold of the Word, sister! Come on,
brethren.

He said, “Not good,” so
what did He do? He took
man out of hispersonal envi-
ronment and put him into a
corporate environment. (Fig-
ureb5) Haleujah. Oh, praise
the Lord. He took woman

I n Adam wer e bot h:

out. Come on! Mother.
Mother! Mother! Mother!
Mother! Mothers in Isradl,

come on! If there are no mothers, there is no church!
There’'sno church! Nodeliverance! No healing! No mov-
ing of the Holy Ghost, no Sons!

It takes the overshadowing of the male or the father.
Hallelujah. PraisetheLord. Hallelujah. It takesthe over-
shadowing of the father, (Figure 6) hallelujah. | want to
tell you something, did you know there was no overshad-
owing of anatural father in thissituation in the beginning?
There was divine intervention. That means that if one of
the other partnersis not functioning or moving in the man-

Fat her
—>

MALE

Adam

FEMALE

Mbt her
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ner or fashion that
they are supposed to
move in, God can,
on your position of
obedience to His
Word, and on the
position of your
placeof strength and
integrity before
Him, move forth in
amanner or fashion
to do what He needs
to do, not only in you but in those around you. We want to
blame it on each other. We want to say, “If he would do
what he's supposed to do, then | could do what I’m sup-
posed to do.” And he is saying, “If she would do what
she's supposed to do, then | could do what I’ m supposed
todo.” Do you want to know what it all boils down to? It
involves, what do they call it? Introverting, introverting
yourselves. Introversion. (Figure7) You begin to focus
on you. You be-
come the epitome
of everything in
your world be-
causethingsaren’t
going like you ex-
pected, because
you have some-
thing of adifferent
thought, a differ-
ent idea of how it
should go. Halle-
lujah. You know
what they used to tell meinthe service? They said, “Yours
is not to reason why. Yoursisbut to do and die.” You're
U.S. property. You are government bought. You are gov-
ernment owned. Hallelujah. You have no rights. You
have no position of affiliation. You have no personal pref-
erence. |’ve been thinking a lot about my Army career.
Hallelujah.

Out of thisintroversion into our carnal, natural envi-
ronment, we birth
something, we cre-
ate something. It's

Figure 6

Figure 8

called, “POOR
ME!” POOR ME!
Oh yes! “Oh Poor Logos
Me” up hereagainst Wor d

“Oh Poor Me”
down here. And
what have we got?
We've got a vying
for theright of indi-
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Figure 7

viduality. Wearevying
for aposition or aplace
of self-sufficiency and
self-existence! (Figure

—>

MALE It takes 8) “Recognize my
the over-  rightsasan individual,
Adam shadowi ng  tregt melikeyou should
of the treat me, do with me as

Fat her.

FEVALE you should do with me

and I'll be happy!” Is
W this the wrong place?

Am | preaching to the
wrong people? Isthis the wrong Word?

Thisdiagram looks like afootball strategy, doesn’t it?
You're the pigskin! Do | hear any
oinks? Oink! Oink! Likeapig? You
know what? We're not supposed to €
be pigs, brother. We're supposed to
be sheep. We're supposed to have acloven hoof aswell as
chew a cud. He chews and eats and grinds it up and he

digests it and

brings it down to

that stomach,

Poor Me works on it, kicks

MALE _ _ it back up again,
Wing agal nst  gnqheworksonit

Adam each other - gomemorel And
for our rights! jtgoesback down

FEMALE bdor Me and it comes up

again. He begins
——p\Dbt her to chew on it a
little more, chew
onit alittle more,
then it goes down again and comes back again! That's
called regeneration! That’s called resurrection!

We'reall waiting for some sort of magic wand. We're
busy with life. We're busy with our personalities. We're
busy with our troubles. We don’'t want deliverance! We
want to be miserable. Oh yes. We want to be miserable.
We go around looking for people who will commiserate
with our misery. Of course, you' re not guilty of that, right?

You don’t go look-
%Fa@

ing around for
MALE

friends that have a
little sympathy, a
little of your self-
interest at heart, a
little understanding
about your situa-
FEMALE tion, and how

you' re so heglected,

mistreated, abused,

—»M\bt her
pushed around, put
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down, maligned, lied about and kicked on. Come on!
Where is the original intent? Where is the original life?
We got wrapped upin Christianity’sNo Man’sLand. (Fig-
ure 9) Except for that it is every man’s land. Self-cen-
tered. Self-orientated. Govern-
ment by Burt Asbill, for Burt
Ashill, for the benefit and for the
pleasure of Burt Asbill. In that
kind of government, if you move
against Burt Ashill, who isgoing
toriseup? Burt Asbill. And he's
going to demand his rights! Oh
my! Rights! Rights! Rights!
Rights! Herewego. Ohyes, yes,
yes, yes. MY RIGHTS! (Figure
10) Wethe people, of the United
States, have certain inalienable
rights. Am | dtill in the States?
Sometimes| kind of get the States
confused with some place else
that is called helll My rightsl My rights! | could put it
scripturally for you. Would you like that? Okay, I’ll do
that. You just thought | was preaching Burt Asbill. Itis
caled, “I will.” Have you ever heard of the “I will” gos-
pel? It has the “1 will” doctrine as its manifesto. 1 will
ascend, | will overshadow, | will overpower, | will be ex-
alted, 1 will have dominion, I will, I will, I will. We have
the “I will” gospel, “I will” doctrine, the | will of the “I
wills.” Theproblemis, brethren, we' reawholelot further
along on the time schedule. Do you hear me? Down here
it was year one and over hereit is approaching the finish-
ing line.

The theology that we have, “Ye shall be as gods and
not sons.” That’s your problem! That's your problem. It
is still the lie that was perpetrated seven thousand years
ago. “Oh, there’'saway to obtain the objective so that you
don't have to die.” It's the “Never Die Doctrine,” you
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know. Sonsof God, only it’sthe sons of God in thewrong
way, the wrong manner. It'slike aguy used to tell me all
the time, “You know, Burt, if you lie, you go to heaven
upside down.” You don’'t go to heaven, you go to hell!
That was the original intent, that was the original story,
don’'t you know? Don't you read your Bibles? Haven't
you gone back to Genesis 1? Genesis 2, Genesis 3? “God
knows you won't die” Hello? What do you think the
devil tells you in your position, your place of rebellion
against your set of circumstances? “Oh, it'sall right. It's
aworld of give and take. You have to take alittle bit, but
they’vegot to givel They'vegot to give!” That has noth-
ing to do with Christianity. Hello? That has everything to
do with the doctrine that comes out of the pit of hell. This
is the doctrine that comes out of the pit of hell, brethren!
It isone of the articles of our Christian Constitution. We
don’'t believe we have to die. We think that we can get to
heaven. Oh, that’sjust all | want to do, right? | just want
to slide in the door. | want to get my foot into the glory
land. | want to have the pleasure of everlasting life. |
don’t have to do all of this other
stuff. Well, that may be well and
true and it may be that you get
yourself into heaven, but | want
to tell you, when you stand before
God, it’s going to be, “Would of,
could of, should of and didn’t.” |
am moreafraid of standing before
God than anything else in this
world or the one to come. There
is nothing in this world that is
dearer to me that will keep me
from having my right relation-
ships so that | can stand before
God! | want to hear, “Well done.
You did everything that you pos-
sibly could. You expended yourself 100 percent. 100 per-
cent! ONE TOTAL HUNDRED PERCENT. Comeonin!” | want
to be ason. | do not want to be a servant. | don't realy
want to be adlave. | have to be a slave and a servant in
order to be a
friend, so that |
might becomea

Fat her :7

son. | want to
live out my po- ﬂLE
sition of Abor t ed
servanthood Adam at this
and slavehood position...
right now. QNN_E

This is our
doctrine of self- t her
focus. | amtell- Figure 11
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our doctrine! It has the religious
stamp of sonship al over it. Well, it
is sonship all right. But you know,
any relationship that isaborted inthis
position (Figur e 11), becomes some-
thing other than what it wasintended
to be by God in the very beginning.
Doesanybody know what it is? Any-
body have any idea? I'll tell you
what. It produces something. Does
anybody know what it produces?
Doesanybody know what the* | will”
doctrine produces? It produceswhat

is called the son of perdition. (Figure 12) You're your
ownworst enemy, did you know that? 1t’snot your brother,

it's not your sister, it's not your fel-
lowship, it's not your mother, father
or your siblings, it’s not your family,
not this, not that. YOU ARE YOUR
OWN WORST ENEMY! Because
you and | refuseto recognizethe situ-
ation and repent! It can betaken care
of. Didyou know that it can be taken
care of? It can be taken care of by
the very simple fact of a broken and
contrite heart iswhat? It isan offer-
ing that isnot despised. Psalm51:17,
...a broken and a contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise. We'retoo
proud! WEe retoo proud! Wesay, “Oh
no! Say I'm
sorry? Areyou
kidding me?

can’'t do that!”
California, a
long time ago,
this young man
cameto meand
| was trying to
counsel him on how he should beasa
Christian husband, and what consid-
eration and sensitivity he should be
giving hiswife. Do you know what
he said? You probably couldn’'t even
begin to guesswhat hesaid to me. He
said, “But, Brother Burt! | don’t want
to create amonster! | haveto remain
incontrol! 1 haveto be predominant!”
Yes, you do! In the Spirit! In the
Spirit, but not in the flesh. Not in the
natural! Manipulation! Of course,
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. . . produces
t he son of
perdition!

Son of Son of
Heaven Hel |
Hot i Col d
Fi gure 13

That means | was wrong!
means | give her what she wants! |

That

Son of Son of
Heaven Hel |
Hot % Col d
Z4 % A
Figure 14
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we' renot guilty of manipulation, are
we? No, probably not!

There are only two roads. Two
roads! Two roads! Two roads! No
middle ground. No middle fence.
No place in the middle that’s safe.
Come on! No middle ground. No
middle ground. It’'s either here,
heaven, or there, hell. Come on.
Comeon. Comeon. Maybemy the-
ology isall cock-eyed. Maybel got
itwrong. Well, if I got it wrong, you
all come over on the fourth of July

(at the conference) and explain it to me. Hallelujah. Two
roads. Two roads, and two roads only.

Thisishell. (Figure13) Andthis
isheaven. Okay, both have an objec-
tive which is called son. No middle
ground. Want to know the scripture
for that? Revelation 3:15. What does
it say? | would that you were what?
| would that you were hot or cold.
Hot. That's the hot land (heaven).
That's the hot place. We thought it
was the other one, didn't we? You
know, you don’t think like God. You
have to think like God. God thinks
differently than what you and | think.
Hisupisdown! Right? Hesaid, “Get
up! Get up! Getup! Get up, Zion!”
“Thoufool. Don’'t you know that un-
less you fall down in the ground and
die you abide aone (John 12:24)”

Up! Up - for God is down! God doesn’t think like we
think. And this is the cold realm. And He said you are
Back out there in  what? Lukewarm. Lukewarm. Lukewarm! And that’'sa

little mixture there, right? Little mix-
turethere. Middleground. Littlecom-
promise. Little position of give and
take. A little of sitting on the fence a
little bit. God saysit’sworthless, it's
useless, it'sno good, it’s an abomina-
tion to me. | spew you out of my
mouth! That's what lukewarm does
for you. Lukewarm. Lukewarm.
Lukewarm is not an acceptable posi-
tion. Now, what isacceptableisif you
aremoving from point A to point Z and
you' re changing colors along the way.
You go from dark to light. (Figure
14)

There’'sno middle ground! If this
processisaborted, if it’saborted, then
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it isdeath. Thisthought, this understanding that God has
been giving to me in the scripture has put an entirely dif-
ferent view onthe scripture. | cannot read a scripture with-
out coming back to the position, the plan or the intent of
God. It awaysbringsit back to onethought, one position,
one intent and the fact of whether or not | am lining up
with that thought. Brother, if you want hot, you are going
togetitif youget thisWord. Youaregoingtogetit. You're
going to get it. You'regoing to getit. You're going to get
tribulated. You're going to get persecuted. They are go-
ing to try to run you out of town on arail because you are
the deciding factor as to whether or not hell remainsin a
position of dominance!

No middle ground. No middle ground. No middle
ground. God split them up. God split Adam up into two
pieces, and then He said, “ Come back together again.” You
thought you could do it by yourself! We're the home of
thebrave. We'retheland of equal opportunity. How many
of you know that God isnot an equal opportunity employer?
Have any of you got that revelation
yet? He said, for this purpose, the

erhood
ministry.
Turn it
around.
(Figure
16) Turnit
around. |
just had
another
thought.
You're go-
ing to love
it. You cansay, full Christian and half-way Christian. “The
other partner, they’re not spiritual. They’re not sensitive
in the Spirit. They can’'t discern. They don’t know the
reality of God and being able to hear God or move with
God. They’'rejust kind of half-way Christian!” Well, by
your assessment, you' re saying that you arein the full po-
sition and they arein the half-way position. Listen to me.
It's not all this way. It can be vice-
versa. (Figurel7) My goodness. Do
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burden of responsibility isontheman, »hal f-way \yeunderstand what Holy Matrimony
| will grant that to you, ladies, but un- Christian s | don't think so. | don't think so.
fortunately, or | should say, fortu- MALE | don’'t think we understand the con-
nately, that doesn’t leave you without cept and theredlity of the situation and
culpable responsibility with regard to Adam thething that God Himself desired and
your position and how you behavein programmed into us. Do you know
the midst of the circumstance. It is FEMALE something? Out of this was pre-pro-
not somebody else’s fault. Do you Nbt her - grammed, (Figure 18) pre-pro-
know something? God is completely > full grammed in this institution that God
just. Did you know that? You know Christian called Holy Matrimony, is pre-pro-
what? God would never, never take a Figure 16 grammed datathat it givesyou, if you

saint and put them together with asin-
ner unless God knew that the saint could overcome the
sinner. (Figure 15) | don't mean by the woman brow
beating the man into a place of submission. Come on.
The mother ministry isaministry of procreation. It brings
forthlife. It’sanincubator for the purpose of housing life,
preserving it, developingit. Comeon! Hallelujah. Halle-
[ujah. The

Fat her - church is built

—»  full on the backs of
Chri sti an the mother min-

you spend a

Adam whole lot of

time lamenting
the condition
and the attitude

FEMALE
Mbt her -

manipulate it right, if you work the
right keys. You know, | wouldn’t buy a computer when
they came out. | wasintimidated by them. They were so
smart and | was so dumb. They were so fast and | was so
slow. They could hold so much information compared to
what | could hold and if that weren’t enough, it could im-
mediately call it up out of the abyss of something called
the CPU or the hard drive or whatever it was. | wasn't
going near it! It wasabeast! It wasabeast to meuntil one
day the Lord said to me, “Burt, you tell it what to do. It
doesn’t tell you what to do.” | said, “Really?
Really? You know, | just might be able
to handle this. | just might be able
to work this out.” And
you know what? |
bought me a com-
puter and | had

N\

of your home nothing but
—»half-way  environment trouble! Equip-
_ Christian  andnotexercis ment wouldn't &—=———
Figure 17 ing your moth- work.  Things
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wouldn’t do what
they were sup-
posed to do! And
| would sit there
and just kind of
scratch my head.
You know, |
didn’t know what
a computer was!
Come on! When
my car gave me
trouble | kicked
it! Hallelujah.
But you know
what? | overcame
it. Little by little. Little by little. Piece by piece! You
know, we are alot like that with regard to the situation we
areinvolvedin, in the mechanics of what God created. Do
you know God said, “ Thisisgood?’ How dare any of you
cal it bad? How dare any of you cal it trouble? How
dare any of you call it tribulation? How dare any of you to
be dissatisfied with something God put together for the
purpose of bringing forth the revelation and the unveiling
of something that He desired from the very beginning?
How dare you and | defile it? God put it together. God
created it. He programmed it and we only need to submit
to the programming. You don’t even haveto be the opera-
tor. It’suser friendly because God givesyou what He calls
the key, in the aspect of what He calls the Holy Ghost.
See, | did get back to chapter 14 of John.

It says the Holy Ghost is going to lead you into all
truth. All truth! Oh yeah. | want revelation. Don’t you
want revelation, Brother Tom? Ohyes! Yes! Yes!' Yes!
Yes! Yes! That revelation of the end time!' One hundred
forty-four thousand. Do you know that that means oneis
this and four isthisand four is that, and zero, zero, zero -
zero is this and zero, zero, zero is this. Oh. look at this
revelation! Look at this understanding! Oh yes, look at
this Greek word! We'll just break it down into all of these
little dinky, dinky, dinky-dinkies. Greek words! And this
Greek word means that Greek word, and this Greek word
means that Greek word and pretty soon it’sjust all Greek
to me! And you know what? | can’'t even talk English
right! 1 go over to the
Czech and they make
these little noises and
these little sounds, and
my tongue is always
colliding with my teeth.
No matter how they try,
I’m riding in the back
of the car and | see a
word and | say,
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“Kristyna, how
do you say that?’
And she says,
“ZZippthth,
ZZippthth,
ZZippth.” She
doesn’t say that,
but that’s how it
comes out of my
mouth!

I’m not com-
puter literate!
I’m computer il-
literate. And you
know what? 1I'm
glad I’'m compuiter illiterate. I’'m humanic illiterate. He
says He'sgoing to use those foolish thingsto confound the
wisdom of the wise of this world. (I Corinthians 1:27)
The foolish things! “Oh, they’ll never make it. They’ll
never makeit! Oh no, they’ll never makeit! No, no, no,
no, no. Never, never, never, never! Never makeit! Oh,
they’reintrouble! Oh, my goodness. They’rein trouble!
Never going to makeit!” Comeon! What doesit say for
God's plan? What does it say for God's programming?
What does it say for God's intent? What does it say for
God's desire? Oh yes. Oh yeah. “They’re having this
kind of trouble and they’re having that kind of trouble.”
I’m talking about conversations that go on in the bedroom
about individuals in the Body! “Oh, heis alost cause!
Wipe him off!” “Hopeless. Totally hopeless! Hopeless,
hopeless, hopeless! There's no hope!” Thank God you
aren’t Jesus! Thank God you are not Jesus, becausethisis
one hopeless caseright here (referring to himself). Thisis
onehopelesscase. | know the appetites. | know thethings
| have to deal with. | know the lack of diligence, the lack
of perseverance. | know the negative attitudes that I’ ve
had. | know all of those thingsthat are totally, absolutely,
pitifully hopeless! No degree of successat al! Hopeless!
You would have written me off, maybe some of you have,
you would have written me off along time ago. But some-
how, someway, God just keeps bringing me back to life.
Just keeps blowing into my soul. Phew! Something'sre-
vitalized. Something regenerates! Something moves!
Something rises up!
Something begins to
takeits position of pre-
eminence and predomi-
nance over the fact of
what God made in the
midst of this circum-
stance of humanity!
I’m being liver-ated! |
said liver-ated, you
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heard me, right? That’sanew word,
by the way. Liver-ated! | got it

right, right sister? All right! See.
She'sgot it. You al have to go to
medical school to understand the
ramificationsof al of that. You see,

Logos
Wor d

Fat her
MALE

Adam

the liver is meant to cleanse the FEMALE
body. Inorder to beliberated, | have
to beliver-ated. Ohyeah! Hallelu-

leave God. Leave his father and
his mother (Genesis 2:24). Are
you seeing it? He shall leave his
father’s position, he shall leave his
mother’s position, and thetwo shall
cleave together, to do what? (Fig-
ure 19) Bring forth a manifesta-
tion, arevelation of Sonship. Do
you know what your jobis? Itisto

Son of
Chri st

Vbt herT

jah. You know what that requires? Figure
It requirestime in the Word. It takestime in the Word. It

takes time in prayer. It takes time in tribulation. Takes
timein the fire. Takestime! It takes dying! Dyyyying!

Are you dead yet? Are you dead? Are you dead there,

sister? Areyou dead? You dead? Or isthere alittle bit

some more of you that needs to be liver-ated?

God said, for this purpose, it was God. Adam wasjust
God's mouthpiece. How many of you know that Adam
was a living soul when he made the proclamation? He
was on the other side of the veil. Hewasin that place of
glory. Hewasin that place of life. Hewasin that place of

20 produce Christ. Notinyoursdlf pri-
marily, but in the other one that you are cleaving unto.
The word cleave is not a one-sided affair. It implies mu-
tual cooperation. Another word for it is Christ. (Figure
20)

How much of God did you produce today? How much
of God did you individually producetoday? | have gotten
into the habit of reciting my day at the end of the day and
for every transgression where | produced something other
than Christ (I have to repent). Did you know that | can
either produce Christ in my wife or | can produce perdi-
tion? (Figure21) Andif you don't think that | don’t have

liberation! How many of you
know that when he made that
proclamation, when he made that
statement, he hadn’t yet sinned,

Fat her
MALE

a responsibility for the fact of
what | produce in my wife, you
are sadly mistaken because the
Bible says, for this cause many

you understand? Hadn't yet ~L090S Adam Son of  gresick and some sleep because
falen. Hewasstill walking with Wor d Perdition they do not discern the Body of
theKing. Walking with Yahweh. —QNALE Christ (I Corinthians 11:30).
Don’t you want to walk with Quite frankly brethren, we areto
Him, Tom? You know, some- Mot herT produce the Body of Christ (Fig-
times there is such ayearning in Figure 21 ' ure 22) in the fashion and in the

my soul to walk with Him, talk
with Him, just to be with Him.

You know, | got to thinking about it the other day and
| got to thinking, you know, fasting, oh, that’sadirty word,
right? We don’'t want to talk about fasting because that’s
denying self and wereally don’'t want to do that! But you
have to do that if you want Jesus. You have to do that, do
you hear me? Paul said | am continually, forever, bringing
my body under subjection! Why? Why was he doing that?
Because he knew of the intent, he knew of the plan, he
knew of the thought of the fact of the matter, and he knew
theintent that had been prophesied.

formthat we are ableto do within

our own personal environment. That’swhy the Bible says
that you should love your neighbor as yourself (Mark
12:31). And if you think that that lets the kids off, you are
wrong. You children have aresponsibility to produce Christ
in each other, your sisters, your brother, as well as are-
sponsibility to produce Christin your parents. If you think
that because of the age that they are at that they are not
held accountablefor not producing Christ, if they havethe
knowledge and the overshadowing of Christ, you are mis-
taken. You are mistaken. And sometimes we do our chil-
drenavery severedisserviceinthe

Two prophetic words. You and
| have to deal with two prophetic
words. Oneisout of the pit of hell.
The other is out of the throne. He

Fat her
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aspect of what we do not do.

It brings me back to that
old question that Jesus asked the
disciples. He says, what think ye

said, “For this cause shall a man I_Vo\bgrods Adam Bcohdx Sotf of Christ? WhosesonisHe? What
leave his father and his mother.” think ye of Christinyour situation?
Adam had no father; he had no —QNALE T Whose son is He and what should
mother. But yet he shall leave his your behavior and your attitude be
father, except for, of course, God. Mot her | with regard to it? God bless you.
But he doesn’t mean that he would Figure 22 Thank you very much. 3/
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PRESENTED By
CORNERSTONE VIDEO & MeDia

In acity thousands of years ago, a man plotted. He connived and with
bribery, purchased the doom of an entire people. Asthe drama
unfolds and the suspense builds, what will be the fate of these
people? Will the forces of evil be strong enough to destroy the
followers of Elohim?
The answers are right here in this remarkable film adaptation
of the story of “EsTHER” by the produc-
ersof “Little L Tree”
Thisbiblically and j spiritually accurate
interpretation takes placein the city of
Shushan, the capital of the entire Persian and Median Empire spanning from
Ethiopiato India
When Queen Vashti (Pavlina
(David Wickboldt) she is banished from
life. To appease his
aplanisagreed
must be found to take Vashti’'s
place. A massive - search spanning
the entire empireis finally concluded
when a young maiden named Hadassah/Esther (Rebecca
Sigwarth), from arace unkindly regarded throughout history, is
favored by the King and crowned as the new Queen. In obedience
with her cousin Mordecai’s (George Herrig) wishes, she keeps her
eritage secret. To what avail? Could it be atool used in some fashion
to thwart the nefarious intents of the evil Haman (Tyson Ashill) bent on
destroying her people?
DVD’s available $12.00 plus $3.00 shipping/handling
To place an order submit payment to Cornerstone Video and Media
2395 W. 32" Street
Dubuque, A 52001
Contact George Herrig @ gpherrig@mchsi.com
Visit the set of EsTHER @ www.cornerstonevideoandmedia.com
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Davis) publicly disgraces King Ahasuerus
the kingdom, creating avoid in the King's
growing displeasure,
upon: anew queen
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Over the course of this summer here in Mahomet, we
have been privileged to have Oliver Capcik from Slovakia
working here at the farm. Oliver came here in the middle
of June and left the beginning of September. It hasbeen a
blessing to watch him grow and mature while putting his
hands into the Lord’s work being done in Mahomet.
Oliver’stestimony goes like this...

Oliver was taught Christian morals from his mother
and also learned many Bible storiesfrom the Old and New
Testament. Having thisbackground of knowing right from
wrong was good, but something was missing in his life.
When Oliver was 13 years old, he went to a conference
with his mother and during that time the conviction of sin
came upon him. Oliver said that, “My eyes were opened
to my sinful nature and | needed to be born again.” So he
repented of his sin and asked Jesus into his heart. That
waswhen thefirefor God waskindled inthisman. After a
period of time the spark for God had smothered out and he
said that, “1 became a Sunday Christian only.”

Being only a* Sunday Christian” isn’t good enough for
God. God had atrump card that He would play on Oliver
to respark that fire. The following Czech conference the
elders were praying over Oliver and they laid hands on
him for the baptism in the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost
put thefire back into Oliver’'sbones. Shortly after the con-
ference he was polar bear baptized in a cold lake. When
asked why he was baptized he said, “I knew that | needed
to be baptized but | didn’t know what it meant.”

This mountain in Oliver’s life didn’t last very long
though. Inhiswords, “The next year wastheworst year of
my life. | became fully immersed into the world.” He
involved himself with agroup of friends that were not up-
right. Even though Oliver was not walking with the Lord,
God still was patient and not willing to let this young man
go. School was ending for Oliver during the year of 2002
and the brethren in Czech were organizing a youth confer-
ence during the same summer. Oliver’s friends at school
were throwing a party on Saturday. In order to go to the
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youth conference he would haveto |eave on Saturday al so.
He didn’t want to go to the conference because Christian
eventswere boring to him at that time. On the other hand,
heknew that if he went to that party he would drift afar off
from God and possibly not return. Thefear of losing God
and peer pressure were both upon him. Hismom told him
to go to the conference. Even though the party had a pull
upon him, he submitted to the command of his mother.

When he arrived at the youth conference he stayed in
an apartment with two young men who were walking with
the Lord and had the joy of the Lord upon then. This
opened Oliver’s eyes and he became ashamed of how he
thought life as a Christian would be. The three of these
men stayed together for one week. They prayed each day
together and God began to work on changing the hardness
of his heart. During the conference they took atrip to a
castle and on the way back adog ran out in front of the car
they were driving. They hit the dog and stopped the ve-
hicle to check out what had happened. Blood was run-
ning out of thedog'snoseand it wasn’t moving. The owner
of the dog saw everything and they apologized to him.
The owner was not upset, though, becauseit wasthe dog's
fault. One of the young men asked the owner if they could
pray for the dog. It seemed odd to Oliver, but neverthe-
lessthey all gathered around the dog and laid hands on the
dog. After praying the dog suddenly got up and started to
run circlesaround the group. The owner instantly shouted,
“YOU ARE HOLY MEN.” Thistestimony really showed
Oliver how God hears man’s prayers.

Each day at the conference they received a word and
one day Brother Martin Kluson shared “Ish (man) and
Ishsha (woman),” [printed in the May 1 2005 KIT Bulle-
tin]. Thisword touched Oliver’sheart because he hasread
it many times every year since and is presently reading it
again. The word is about Holy Matrimony and keeping

yourself purefor the mate that God has
for you. Towards the end of the ’

conference Oliver rededicated
his life to God. During his re-
dedication a prophecy was spo-
ken over him and it caused him
to repent and begintowalk anew
path called the straight and nar-
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row. During theyouth conference Oliver realized that God
isreal and ismoving on hisbehalf. God began to speak to
Oliver’s heart shortly after this event and he pursued ear-
nestly after the Kingdom of God. Asit iswith al Chris-
tians, there were bumps in the road that Oliver stumbled
over, but he repented and continued to keep pursuing.

About half ayear later hetook hisfirst trip to the United
Statesfor the Florida Convention in 2002. The high point
of the trip was that he laid his life before the Lord and
determined to become a man of God and go all the way.
When he returned back home and went to school some-
thing was different about him. Hewas conducting himself
as a Christian during school and among his peers. John
15:19, If ye were of the world, the world would love his
own: but because ye are not of theworld, but I have cho-
sen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

At the Czech conference of 2003, Oliver made adeci-
sion to spread the gospel at school. He would bring his
Bibleto school each day and read it. Hisclassmateswould
ask him questions about hisfaith and that gave him a per-
fect opportunity to share his testimony.

Thefollowing summer was the Jamaica Seminar 2004.
When he first heard about the seminar his heart was fixed
totally on going. Whilein Jamaica, afirewasstirred up to
please God in all circumstances and the Lord started speak-
ing to him about surrendering his existence to fulfill the
will of God. Also, he was baptized in water again. This
time he was not backing out of it, because he knew hewas
making a covenant with God of death to self. He took it
very serious. God was moving mountains in his soul be-
cause when the next school year started his classmates
didn’'t even recognize him. He was witnessing to them
about the power of God to redeem the soul of man from
hell.

Oliver’swalk with God has had its ups and downs, but
his heart is fixed on the Lord. He has been a tremendous
blessing to thework on the farm and al so to each one of us
in Mahomet.

Oliver Capcik’s Testimony

Firstly, | want to say that | am really thankful to the
Lord that He's given me the opportunity of being here. |
would like to share a little about faith.

To get to the United States, non-residents have to get
avisa a the U.S. embassy. When | first had a desire to
come here | talked to Brother Burt Asbill about it. When
we received the witness from the Lord, we started to work
on the things needed.

When | receive a witness from the Lord about going
somewhere, it seems to me that the Lord is teaching me
how to believe Him fully, no matter what | see. When |
was to go to USfor the first time, | had believed | was to
go approximately three monthsbeforel left. Then so many
obstacles camethat | started to hesitate whether it was the
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will of the Lord.

See, the hardest things or jobs are those that don’t bring
you the visible evidence of the steps that lead to the final
product. It islike when | was helping one brother and |
had to lay the sub-floor on alayer of insulation. When he
asked me how long | supposed it would take me, | replied
that it would be no longer than four hours. Well, after
three days of work and after many tries | didn’t see any
work done. All | saw was that | had laid the floor down
three times and had to pick it up three times. That makes
you feel frustrated. It surely has something to do with
impatience, but | believethat it ismore about faith. And if
you don’t want to get frustrated, you need to have faith.

Thefirst partinall the actionsthat we do must be that
we have to believe that we are doing the will of the Lord.
That isyour ignition. If you make a step without knowing
this, you are in trouble. As Proverbs 29:18 says, Where
there is no vision, the people perish. They perish, be-
cause they don't walk in faith, but by sight. We can’'t be
like the six hundred thousand | sraglite men, besideswomen
and children, who left Egypt and. two Joshua and Caleb
came to the Promised Land. They perished! They had no
vision!

InHebrews 11:1, Now faith isthe substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of thingsnot seen. If thisverseis
true and if we don’'t want to cut it out of our Bibles, as
Brother Burt Asbill would say, then our determination can
not be based upon sight alone. 1f we want to walk in faith
asour forefatherswere, of course. Abraham isawonder-
ful example of aman who walked by faith. Heleft every-
thing and went, not knowing where he was going. Or how
about Noah, who built an ark and preached for an hundred
and twenty years, doing al this because of one word he
had received. Nobody got saved in a hundred and twenty
years! And not even a drop came from heaven in all that
timel  And when we have two obstacles in the work that
we do for the Lord, we want to quit!

Do you know that the Lord hasfaith? Thefullness of
faith? Heisnot walking by sight. If He were, He would
have ceased with His effort of building His Church along
time ago. Why? Because in six thousand years, He has
not seen one man entering His fullness. Not even one.
But the Lord is the one who has the fullness of faith. He
believes. Hallelujah.

Now to get back to my experience about obtaining a
visa, despite al of my unbelief, the visa was given to me
ten days before my departure. And the travelling agency
has kept my ticket reserved for three months without any
deposit! And the Lord has given me a wonderful time
with the people of God. From that time on, the Lord has
been teaching me how to believethat He has everythingin
Hishands. And | believethat the Lord isgoing to help my

unbelief. 37
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In our household theword or term
“overcoming” has been popping up a
lot lately. In meditating on it, it cer-
tainly has come with circumstances
that need to be overcome. The eyes
of our understanding have been en-
lightened with the thought that over-
coming is not just an action but a na-
ture. Romans 8:2 says, For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of
sin and death. When | think about the
tiny little seeds that we use in the
greenhouse, | begin to understand what
Romans is talking about. The life in
the seed energizesthe seed into growth
according to the genetic map of that
particular plant variety. Thefirst sign
of that life being made manifest isthe
root piercing the soil. Overcomingthe
pressure of being buried, theroots pre-
vail to become an anchor, a network
of conductors, to support and maintain
the purpose of that plant. | canfind a
paralel to this analogy in the daily
routine of our house. Theday will start
something like this: The children will
be waking up one by one and coming
down the stairs — some happy, some
deepy and some grumpy. Generally
the grumpy ones start to “infect” the
happy and sleepy ones until al are
grumpy. Asthiswhole process snow-
ballsinto usbeing “buried,” | call the
children into the kitchen and have
them sit down. As| begin to talk to
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Food For Thought

by Stacy Asbill

them about the things that each one of
them were submitting themselves to,
| also begin to talk to them about the
need to overcome and the ability that
they have with God to do so.

When | look at the word “over-

come” | find out that the word can be §

turned around to say, “to come over.”
The picturethat cameto my mind, that
| began to relate to the children, was
that of arunner in arace. Except in
thisrace, the runner wasjumping over
hurdles. When | looked up the word
“hurdle,” imagine my delight that the
dictionary gave this definition:

1: to leap over espe-
cialy whilerunning (asin
a sporting competition)

2: overcome, sur- |
mount. 1
For us the first hurdleis the natu-
ral environment in which we live and
the thing that is most prevalent is our
carnal state of being. Theimplication
here is that there must be something
more to our existence than this natu-
ral realm. Romans 8:2 brings enlight-
enment to thisthought, For the law of
the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath
made mefreefromthelaw of sin and
death. “In Christ Jesus’ defines cer-
tain criteria and conditions and cer-
tainly defines another realm. | under-
stand the“in” inthenatural i.e.1 goin
the house at the front door. But how
do | trandate this into my everyday

16

environment? Well, thinking back to
the scenario of the seed, if the planted
seed remainsin seed form then thein-
dividuality of the seed has prevailed.
Evidenceof itsindependenceisproved
by the dirt because when we look to
the place of its planting, dirt isall that
wesee. Inother words, the stem, | eaf,
flower and fruit are evidence that the
seed has overcome being buried by uti-
lizing its environment, the dirt, as the
medium to fulfil its purpose. | find
that my life, from God's perspective,
inthisrealm is meant to be agrowing
medium for that eternal life that came
by way of the Blood of Jesus, the same
Blood that touched my soul.

Now, in considering the word
“overcome” | looked up its meaning
in the Webster’s dictionary (I like to
look words up in the dictionary be-
cause they always seem to give me
further revelation to what 1 am look-
ing at). This is the definition that |
found:

1. To conquer; to vanquish; to sub-
due; as, to overcomeenemiesin battle.

2. To surmount; to get the better
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of; as, to overcome difficulties or ob-
stacles.

3. To gain the superiority; to be
victorious.

| redlly likethe definition given“to
vanquish” which meansto utterly de-
stroy. If you think about achieving that
place of overcoming, you realize that,
inthat place, one no longer hasto war
with that particular enemy any longer.
To conquer, subdue, and especially to
vanquish afoe, implicates the annihi-
lation of that foe.

Now, as | was looking up differ-
ent verses on overcoming, | found
three things or entities that we are to
overcome. As Brother Leonard
Ravenhill put it, we have against us
the world, the flesh, and the devil.
Jesus was an ensample to us pertain-
ing to overcoming and in John 16:33,
he said, In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; |
have overcome the world (cosmos).
In all of these verses, the word “ over-
come” is #3528, nikao, in the Greek
and means to subdue, conquer, over-

come, prevail, get the victory (I love
how thedictionary’sdefinitionisvery
much in keeping with the Word of God
—the 1828 version, at least!). | John
4.4 speaks about overcoming self (in-
teresting that it is chapter four and
verse four, isn't it?), Ye are of God,
little children, and have overcome
them (autos, meaning self): because
greater is hethat isin you, than he
thatisin theworld. Finaly, inl John
2:14 the Word relays that we are al'so
to overcomethedevil. | havewritten
unto you, young men, becauseye are
strong, and the word of God abideth
in you, and ye have overcome the
wicked one.

You know, the Word of God is so
practical and hits home 100 percent
of thetime. | would have to say that
thething that tendsto give methe most
troublein my course of overcoming is
not so much thedevil or theworld, but
my own self. Let me give you an ex-
ample of thisfrom my perspective. |
tend to writemy articlesin various ses-
sions asit just doesn’t happen in one

sitting. Sojust thismorning, asthings
were happening here at home, my time
that 1 had hoped to work on this ar-
ticlewasquickly dissipating. Sol was
thinking about my article; the need to
get back to it and my inability to do
so. | found myself becoming inwardly
irritated and frustrated about this situ-
ation but the moment | recognized
what was transpiring, | had to laugh.
Thiswasahurdle| had cometoin my
race —was | going to jump it or not?
Tofinishthestory, yes, | did. Andthe
neat thing about God is that when we
choose to overcome without any hope
of ananswer inthe natural realm, God
many times “parts the Red Sea’ and
makesaway, eveninthenatural! For
me that means I'm back here at my
computer writing!

For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh (nikao) the world
(kosmos): andthisisthevictory (nike)
that overcometh (nikao) the world
(kosmos), even our faith (1 John 5:4). 5/
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A MEssaGE FrRom
Jack CHick
JuLy/Aucust 2005
BAaTTLE CRY

What a world! TV, films,
Disneyland, Positive Thinking and lots
of “tolerance” for everything. Welook
the other way when somethingisalit-
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tle weird, because “we shouldn’t talk
about unpleasant issues.” Churches
flourish when the message is uplifting
and we feel good.

What’s wrong with this? We've
forgotten that God is*“ajealous God,”
that Heis"aconsumingfire,” that this
whole world will face His wrath dur-
ing the coming Tribulation. And why
did weforget? Becauseit’snot niceto
think about things like that. So we put
aside our Biblesand read what the | at-
est Christian leader haswritten on how
to enlarge our churches, how to keep
the large crowds happy, how to have
health, wealth and happiness! But we
till live the same selfish lives we' ve
always lived. We go on enjoying our
own self-righteous front we put on
before the (ugh!) “unchurched.”

Do they see through our phoni-
ness? You bet they do! And their con-
tempt isgrowing daily, through witch-
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craft, violence and pornography. Want
to see their contempt? It's in movies
and television asthey take continuous
shotsat Bible-believers, inferring they
arethe “true” terrorists.

Isn't it time for arevival? Isn't it
timetotell theworld that the only hope
during this madness is to look for the
Lord’s return, to repent of our wick-
edness and to get our nosesinto God's
holy and preserved words, the King
James Bible (you know, the only ver-
sion everyone hates)?

As this worldly system collapses
around us, the promises of His word
are all we truly have to hang on to.
Faith in our religious leaders is fool-
ishness. Because compromiseisevery-
where, we must stick closeto the Lord
Jesus and walk the straight and nar-
row path, no matter what the cost.
Yoursfor the lost,

Jack
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PraisetheLord. If you haveyour Bibles, you might
want to open them up this morning to John, chapter three.
I think one of the most frustrating things about preaching
the Word of God is the lack of visible evidence on many
occasions. To me personally one of the most frustrating
things about preaching is the lack of seeing something
demonstrable in the lives of the individuals who are lis-
tening to the Word.
| have been having an experiencein thelast five years that
kind of relates to it alittle bit. We are what you call sus-
tainable growers as far as the producing of crops that we
grow. What that means is that we're not organic, but we
try to stay away from the major commercial chemicals.
We don’t really do any in the fields to speak of. | mean,
wedon’t do any herbicides, and things of that naturein the
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planting and production of the vegetables. When we can,
economically and reasonably, we try to use organic prod-
ucts. When we were first starting, of course, we didn’t
have alot of knowledge and we didn’t have alot of places
to go to get that knowledge. In the state of Illinois, there
just wasn’t a lot of information about farming without
chemicals. It was very expensive and we were very lim-
ited in our ability to buy certain products that we needed
in order to do certain things.

We had planted afall crop of probably a thousand to fif-
teen hundred cabbages, broccoli, and all those things that
like cool weather. | had determined that no matter how
bad it got, | wasn't going to use any kind of commercial
insecticide on it. | made a commitment to not use any
commercial productsin controlling the insects on this par-
ticular crop, for whatever reason. Maybe | was being
prompted of the Lord because He wanted to demonstrate
something to me. Let me say at this point that you don’'t
just go out and plant. Thereisalot of work in prepping
and getting ready to plant. You haveto start everythingin
the greenhouse, pre-planting before it goes out into the
field and you have hours of labor, intensive labor. You
have the filling of the trays with the dirt, and putting the
little-bitty seedsin there. It'sjust alot of work. It'salot
of work. When that’s done, you have to take care of them.
You haveto go in and water them, you have to make sure
they don’t get too hot. Right now, we are planting our fall
crop that will go out in the field in the middle to last part
of August. Then, on top of all that, because we don’'t use
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herbicides, alot of the plants that we plant are planted on
what is called “plastic culture.” We use a plastic culture
farming method. This means that you go in and plow up

your field, you till it and get the tilt of the ground right,
and then you come in with this little machine that’s got
this roll of plastic on it and you lay down this strip of
plastic. Thenyou go and get your transplanter and hook it
up to your tractor. Then you go in and get al the plants
that you want to plant and you put them on the transpl anter,
and you fill the tank on the transplanter with water. Then
you have to get somebody to ride on the back of the trans-
planter and go out to plant these little plants. It'salot of
work, and that’s even before the plants are in the ground.
It'salot of work. | remember one year we did all of that,

being destroyed. | took picturesof it; | havethe pictures. |
have never seen such plant devastation. All that was left
of these plants was the vein tissue in the plants. All the
leaves were gone or in various stages of being assimilated
by these different bugs.

It issomething that | believeisparallel to the min-
istry with the church; I mean, it'salot like that in the min-
istry to the church. There's alot of work that goes into
building achurch. | am not talking about buildings of wood
and stone, | am speaking about living stones. God goesto
alot of trouble in bringing to us all of the things that He
wants us to have. As| walked through that field viewing
the destruction, there was such afeeling of desolation and
sadness. |
don’t know if
| can ad-
equately re-
call for you
the feeling of
loss, unless
you have re-
ally been in
that position.
As | walked
through that
field, and looked at those different plants, the devastation
was so complete and so intense that | was feeling it in my
soul. There is something of that feeling that | have this

morning as | look upon the church and the

got it out there,

and after we

had thisin- :
‘f'\éitatiér:s'gf | think God strollsthrough the gar-
these little, den of our soul and | sometimeswon-
?_fheen worms. der, you know, if He looks at methe
Heywerel® | way | look at someof thethingsthat
and | lost ev- | am seeinginthefield that givesevi-
erything. | lost dence of what | am growing.
everything. |

place and the condition that it isin. | be-
lievethat that is, to agreat degree, the way
that God perceives and feels about His
church.

Let us consider the fact of us here today.
Now, you may have been in the gospel ten
years, twenty years, twenty-fiveyears, thirty
years, thirty-fiveyears, forty years, and that
seems to you a long time based upon the
fact of how you’ ve labored, where you've

didn’t just lose a
crop. | mean, every plant was
destroyed. Now, you could say,
“You should have donethis, you
. should havedonethat.” | could
. have done a lot of things, but
' because | made a commitment
and a choice on the basis of
what we wanted to do, | was
limited by my financial set of
circumstances as to what |

could do to keep that crop from
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/ labored and what you have done. But con-
sider God as the master husbandman who has been labor-
ing in the church, laboring for achurch for seven thousand
years. And can you imagine, can you imagine, can you
even possibly imaginethefeeling that God must have had?
To alesser degree think | can because of my experience.
You know, when God came into the garden after man’s
sin, God knew. God wasn't taken by surprise. But, you
know, | don’t think that that pre-knowledge lessened the
sense of sadness, or the position of grief, or the feeling of
desolation that God felt concerning the issue. Especially
if you go into Jeremiah chapter 4, and you begin to read
where God was lamenting over Israel and the condition
that they were in, and you see that it was because of their
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position and place of rebel-

, I,f’k“x lion. How many of you have
SN '\ read Jeremiah chapter 4?

-\ L7 0l Haveyouever readit? You
Wt = = ——should read it, because it
.H . '_":F:L_s' | -/ gives an apt description of
b L W e the heart of God as He
,?,“H::“_-: " viewedthedestruction of the

hesg e d ~= thing that He loved. Now,
k‘ﬁ ) God knew what wasgoing to
w4 (242 happen, but | don't believe
SN (] 7 it lessened the feeling that

God had. Now, if on a hu-
man level with regard to
.f/ natural, carnal things, | can
feel such an intensity as to
the thing that | am sensing,
would not, could not Elohim,
thegreat | AM of dl creation,
haveintensity that isso much
more humanly impossibleto
bear or even comprehend?
It's not only that, but what we're growing, we really be-
lieveisablessing. Do you believe that? |1 mean, we be-
lieve that. We believe that we're not doing it to build an
operation that is a sustainable farming operation, but that
we aredoing it asunto the Lord, as God has directed usto
doit. Itisto providefood and substance for the people of
God, as well as the people of the world in the end time.
Canyouimaginethegreat | AM inthegarden when
He comesin and Adam is hiding from Him (Genesis 3:8)?
You know, it'salmost asif | can seeit. Haveyou ever seen
a plant that has been neglected? It was vibrant, it was
healthy, it was green! It was alive!l And then for some

reason, some-
thing happened
and it became
dull, even in

color, and
droopy, and| personal preference.
lifeless. | like

to go out in the early mornings; | go out very
early in the mornings and sometimes, well, not only to

keep abreast of what is happening in the field, but just to
watch and to look at the things to see how they are grow-
ing. You understand? | believethat’salot like God. You
know, | think God strolls through the garden of our soul
and | sometimes wonder, you know, if He looks at me the
way | look at some of the things that | am seeing in the
field that gives evidence of what | am growing. Hallelu-
jah. 1 think that I must be feeling something of the feeling
of God init al. Thereis something of asense... | don’t
know really how to describeit. | really don’t know how to
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Thechurch needstorepent, first
of all, of itsindependent position
of individuality and its place of
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adequately expressto you the feeling that | am feeling this
morning, other than a sense of sadness on the basis of how
you and | respond to the Word of God. We do not under-
stand, we do not understand the position, the place, the
responsibility that we havefor what God hasgivenus. You
see, unlike my _
garden,  the 7NN,
plantsinthefield f \
didn’t have the '
means by which 21 (|
to protect them- 410 2 B
selves. They o |/ / % |%
have an idea [ / | "= o e
about all of that, < | © % |7 AL
you understand. |, )
They say that, | "

first of al, aplant N 1

that ishealthy and vibrant and that you don’t use manufac-
tured chemicalsto help it resist, will by itself, in its state
of healthiness, resist the invasion of pests. Or the plant
will produce something, | think they’re called flavenoids,
that theinsectsdo not like. So even to some degree, if you
start out with a perfect situation, and you do everything
just right, then your plant may, by some means or some
way, have the ability to resist the invasion of the insect.
But unlike those plants who may create their own resis-
tance, God has given you and me a means by which we
might resist the devil, that we might resist thedevil. Those
of you who weren't here last night, | strongly encourage
you to knock on Brother George' sdoor to get theDVD. It
wasavery good meeting. And I’m not going to have time
to go back over alot of what we covered, and because of
that, you are not going to get the full gist of what we are
talking about today.

The church needsto repent. The church needsto
repent, first of all, of its independent position of in-
dividuality and itsplace of personal preference. Now,
God can talk to me about my place in the church, but
I know that unless | am willing to do what the Word
of God says that | must do, in order for meto bein
that placethat the Word of God
saysismineto have, there has
to beinmeasubmissionto that
Word. Unfortunately, unfor-
tunately, | don’t believe that
I’ m speaking to you out of my
own intellect. | don't know
what you're doing. | don’t
know where you are, except
that God shows me and brings
to me a Word concerning that
position and that condition. If
| don’t know what your situa-
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tionis, and | don’t know what your set of circumstances
are and God gives me a Word, there should be something
of arecognition inyou with regard to that Word. If there’'s
no witness, you have no responsibility. But, nevertheless,
| do not believe the church is doing what the church needs
to bedoing. We're still independent, we' re still positional
individual in our thinking and in our actions. We do things,
make decisions, not on the basis of the will of God, or the
Word of God, but on the basis of what we think isright or
because we just want to do it or because of what we think
is our responsibility, or the pressure of the
situation. I’'m not telling you that you need
to stopwhat you aredoing. What I’ mtell-
ing you is that you need to understand,
you need to come to some conclusion as |-
to what the Word of God is in the midst |
of your set of circumstances. How is it
overshadowing you, what is it requiring
of you, and by what means will you submit
to it to bring forth the reality of that Word? Hallelujah.
Now, | could go out into my field, | could load my planter
up with all kinds of seed and go out without any thought as
to prepping the field to receive the seed. You see, I’ m still
talking to you about the original thought on how there
seems to be no response to the Word, either immediately

Alpha

or, for that matter, over alength of time. | am not trying to
put aguilt trip onyou. Becausel tell you, whenthereisno
response to a Word where | am conscious of the presence
of God, | haveto go to God, because | have to assume that
in the beginning | wasn't saying the right Word, | wasn’t
moving in the right way. | wasn’t flowing in the unction
or in the anointing, or in some manner or someway, | have
failed to present to you the reality of what | am sensing.
So, it's not that I’ m just putting some sort of guilt trip on
you. But | do believe, on the basis of theWord that God is
giving to me, that there is truth in what | am telling you
about your position and your responsibility in responding
to the Word of God.

Now, what is the Word that you are following af-
ter? What is the Word that is overshadowing you? Are
you waiting to get to heaven? Isthat why you became a
Christian? Well, that’swhy | became Christian, in the be-
ginning. It wasn't really that | wanted to go to heaven, |
just didn’t want to go to hell. | just didn't want to go to
hell and that’'swhy | got saved. | believed that hell wasa
reality and it didn’t seem like, in my mind, a place that |
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would re-

:”anj”ijr?y f/fthe imminent return;;\'.
etF()arnity. S?, Jesus Christ was a doctrine

| said, | that was preached by every
“Well, we [ one of the Apostles. They
can take .

careof thar, | WEr€ looking for Jesus and
I'll just get | actinglikeJesuswascoming

the next day.

/“

¥ saved and I'll get into
heaven.” Hallelujah.

I’m in John, chapter 3. 1I'm really minis-
teringtoyou out of verse 19, andit says, This
is the condemnation. That word is an En-

glish word for judgment. It says, thisis the
condemnation. You see, there is judgment al-
ready present in the Word that God prophesied over Adam
and Eve in the very beginning when He established the
borders of His judicial oversight. He reiterated it when
He gave the commandments to Moses to give to the house
of Israel. Hesaid, Thisday | put beforeyou (Deuteronomy
11:26). You know, you can look at it likethis: you' re talk-
ing about an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient God
who hasthe ability to know what the futureis. Let metell
you, namesare kind of important, especially when it comes
to God. When you want to refer to God asthe omniscient,
omnipresent, omnipotent God, He callsHimself the | AM.
Every time He talks about the | AM, He is talking about
His position of eternity, and everything that relatesto that,
but unfortunately, you and | don’t have the mental capac-
ity to comprehend the totality of what that really means.
So, He had to reduce Himself. He had to bring Himself
down. Because, you see, we are finite in our position.
That means we have a beginning and we have an end. But
with God, that isn’'t the case. Sometimes | think God is
like a figment of our imagination, somewhere out there.
We know the reality of His existence by virtue of our new
birth or our Holy Ghost baptism. But somehow, someway,
out there, somewhere, inthegreat, wild, blue yonder, some-
where is this entity called God. One of the reasonsiswe
don’t have the ability, we don’t have the mental compre-
hension in our finiteness to understand the infiniteness of
God, thetotality and thereality of what He says, very sim-
ply, in the statement that He made about Himself in the
fact that He called Himself thel AM. It doesn’t mean that
you and | can’'t get ahold of it. It doesn’t mean that you
and | cannot get some sort of comprehension of that posi-
tion, because one of the things that God gives us for that
purpose is the entity that He calls the Holy Ghost. As |
was telling you last night, the Holy Ghost was given to
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you, not for the purpose of running goose bumps up and
down your spine or even giving you the ability to speak in
tongues. The Holy Ghost was given to you so that you
might know truth, truth, TRUTH. Not truth about this
arena of carnality and flesh, but the truth about the infi-
niteness of what He callsthe | AM. | like the way Austin
Sparks putsit. | think it was he who coined the word the
“otherness’ of Christ. You see, we don’t have words, we
really don’t even have words to describe the thing that we
cal God. So God had to reduce Himself, and He reduced
Himself by saying, “I AM for you, the Alpha and the
Omega.” What that equatesto isthat God beginsto estab-
lish the borders of our finiteness so that He can bring usto
the understanding of the reality of eternity.

You know, | have only one Word; I’'m sorry if I'm
boring you or putting you to sleep. Thisis the Word that
God has given me. He started giving it to me about two
years ago, and the first of this year God began to bring it
together and it’s the only Word | have. | don’t have an-
other Word. | don’t believe I’'m going to have another
Word until we get this Word, or until Jesus comes. | be-
lieve, whether it's 2008 or not, | believe in the imminent
return of Jesus Christ. Do you know that the imminent
return of Jesus

lived, see the return of Jesus Christ.

Now Paul, | think, had a further revelation of the matter
when he said, “I am a man born out of due season.” You
know, Paul’s problem, histhornintheflesh, wasn’'t aphysi-
cal malady. It wasaspiritual reality. It wasarevelation of
an ability to see down through the corridors of time, and
he knew, | believe, by the Spirit, though he may not have
understood everything that he was penning, he knew that
he was penning an eternal word for an eternal purpose for
an eternal people. | believe that he probably had some
reality of the fact that he would not participate and move
on the natural planeinto that reality of eternity, but that he
would participate asapart of that host of heaven. But, you
see, we want to relegate everything to a natural environ-
ment, because we're natural people. It's easier for us to
think that it was a natural impediment, or a place of natu-
ral affliction that he had, than a spiritual awareness or a
spiritual perception of the reality of what he called in his
Word the end time.

So, God reduced Himself, He says, “I AM.” Out
hereinwhat is called eternity Heisthel AM, but in here,
when time starts, He becomes the Alpha. So, it'sreally a
temporal term for the otherness of Christ, the otherness of
God. But it's a term that you and | can

Christ is not a
Sonlight Gos-
pel, Brother
duCille rev-
elation? How

And in order for you and | to get up and
over those principles, we have to be some-
thing other than what weare, but the prob-
lem isthat we like what we are.

relateto. Many timesin the Scripture you
seethedefinition of thisposition astheAl-
phawhen He would prophecy over an in-
dividual and He would say, “I knew you
when you were formed in your mother’s
womb.” What was He saying? From the

4 = many of you know
that? Not too many of you.
Theimminent return of Jesus
Christ was a doctrine that
was preached by every one
of the apostles. They were
looking for Jesus and acting
like Jesus was coming the
next day. They that wrote
about it talked it and they
walked it because they be-
lievedit. Youknow, | believe
that they believed that they
would somehow, some way,
in the time frame that they
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beginning of your formation, from the be-
ginning of the creation of your physical life,
He says, “1 was present, | wasthere.” But He also relates
to Hisposition of the Omega, whichistheend of al things,
as we know it, on a tempora plane. Now, the problem
that God haswith you and | isingetting us out of thisarena
of natural thinking, getting us out of this arenaof thinking
on a horizontal level. We think horizontally. We're not
thinking verticaly, right? Though it's up/down, it’s up.
Though it's backward, it’'s forward. God has to change
our position or our disposition, our disposition, asfar as
our environment in which welive, not that He changesthe
environment, but He changes you. | don’t think we even
understand what it meansto be born again, quitefrankly. |
think if we understood what it meant to be born again, we
would not have some of the problemsthat we have. To be
born again means that you are being translated - isn’t that
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the word he uses (Colossians 1:13)? You are being trans-
lated from this position of darkness; thishasall been given
over to hell. Andinthemidst of hell, God bringsforth the
reality of life. Hell and death are synonymous with each
other. Hallelujah.

We have to have God bring into our set of circum-
stancesthingsthat aretotally and absolutely impossiblein
order to demonstrate to us, first, our inability to cope and
second, but most important, that theimpossibleispossible
with God. | don’'t know whether it's because we're so
thick-headed, so stubborn, so earth orientated or what, but
God hasto bring us into situations and circumstances that
are outside of our control. That means He will pluck you
up out of where you are, put you down in someplace that
you had no ideaof ever being, and give you into the charge
and put you under the authority of someone else or some-
thing else. How many of you ever had ajob you didn’t
like to do, but you had to do it? And what did you do?
Mumble, grumble, complain, tell your wife or your hus-
band how bad they were treating you? And you can’t wait
to get out of that place? You can’t wait, “ God'’s got to do
something!” Of courseyou probably never said that. Hal-
lelujah. Well, thefact isthat God has done everything that
He can possibly do. How many of you are in arelation-
ship, don’t show hands, please (laughter). How many of
you arein arelationship that isjust really difficult for one
reason, one personality reason or another? Sometimes it
seems absolutely impossible. Of course, none of you have
ever had that situation, or are presently having to deal with
that type of circumstance, right?

You're going to have to make a decision. You're
really going to have to make a decision and | don’t know
how many times more that | will have the opportunity to
come and to tell you that you have to make a decision.
You have to come to a position of consecration and dedi-
cation as to whether or not you really believe the Word.
Now, what am | talking about? Isthis Burt’s theology? |
really don’t think so. You know, they called it sonship in
the beginning, do you know that? Brother Bill, he was
one of the pioneers of the concept that God wanted sons.
He wrote a book about it called, “Eagle Saints Arise.”
Wasn't it talking about sonship? Wasn't it talking about
the heart of God to bring forth the reality of that position
and the strength and the vitality out of the midst, out of,
out of, out of, OUT OF, do you hear me? OUT OF! That
means something out of you that isn't you. It hasto be
something other than George. 1t hasto be something other
than Burt. It has to be something other than Dave. It has
to be something other than what we are, because what we
are isn’'t sufficient, isn’t satisfactory, nor will it do what
it's supposed to do! It can’'t! It's under the control of
different elements and different principles. In order for
you and meto get up and over those principles, wehave
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to be something other than what we are, but the prob-
lem is that we like what we are. We like what we are.
We like what we are!’ You know, | can only relate to you
how God has dealt with me and not everybody is like me,
but | believe that God deals with everybody like He dealt
with me, in one manner or another. | think that there are
many besides me that are pursuing after a Word that is
called sonship. Now, let’s seeif | can get the right word
here. I’'m just trying to give to you a spiritual definition
using the English language. Another word for eternity is
called expendability. Unless you are willing to be ex-
pended... You know, Mary, I’'m talking to the wrong
people. You probably al have this down so well that |
should be somewhere else today preaching to somebody
else. Il Corinthians, the fourth chapter. Thisisthe “Ex-
pendability Formula.” Verse6 says, inll Corinthianschap-
ter 4, For God, who hath commanded the light to shine
out of the darkness, hath shined in to the midst of our
hearts.

He hath commanded the light to shine out of the
midst of darkness, to shine in the heart of the individual
believer. Put your finger there. Let’'sgo to Ezekiel, seeif
that’swhat | want. Ezekiel 28, verse 18. He'stalking to
the devil, and heis pronouncing judgment upon the devil.
He says, verse 17, Thy heart was lifted up because of thy
beauty... My goodness. Thy heart was lifted up because
of thy beauty. There was a certain self-examination that
the devil did of his own personal, soulish environment by
his grading scale and he came up with an A+. Hallelujah.
We're not much different in the way that we look at our-
selves, and the way that we respond to individua situa-
tions, or how we even respond to the Word of God. Our
self examination would go something likethis: “How could
he do that? How could she say that? How could this hap-
pen to me?’ All of those thoughts are the self-examina-
tion process from a carnal, earthly, devilish, hellish posi-
tion. It says that Jesus, though he was reviled, he what?

lll..--. I-’ & .\.l .'\'l"
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Hereviled not again (I Peter 2:23),
but of course, He was only human,
He probably said in His mind that
He really didn’t deserve this and
they were a bunch of jerks and that
they were going to get their come-
uppance. “You just wait ‘til I’'mon
the throne, you're in trouble. Oh
yeah, Caiaphas, you're coming be-
fore Me one day.” NO! He com-
mitted all things to the righteous
udge. Our reaction most of thetime
isself-centered. We'retalking about
self-centered thoughts of position
and places of dominion that we be-
lieve are ours, and that everything
isokay. “Waell, if you would do so
and so, | woulddosoand so.” “It's
all your fault, you made meangry.”
I’ve never been able to quite figure
that one out. Thisisthe doctrine of
devils. It is self-centered and self-
orientated.

Thine heart was lifted up because of the beauty,
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy bright-
ness. Now, let me ask you a question. If the Bible says
that we are all subjected to the same spirit and we al have

be absolutely moving in a bad
spirit. They can bebringing some-
thing to you that is diabolical and
wicked, but if your response is
wrong, Y OU haveaproblem! You
have a problem! | have a prob-
lem! Before | can say it's your
fault, | haveto do acertain degree
of self-examination and, very pos-
sibly and most probably, a whole
lot of repentance. Of course,
you're not like that. You don’t
have this problem. You’ve prob-
ably shaken off thisworld mantle
of thinking. What I’ mtelling you,
what the Bible is telling you, is
how this heart thinks because it
has the overshadowing influence
of a diabolical creature that is
called devil. Itishisbrain, or his
DNA that you and | possess. |
found rebellion in the Czech Re-
public. | found it in Slovakia. |
founditinAfrica. | founditinUkraine. | found rebellion
everywhere | went. Inthe church! In the people that say
they love God. Why? Because no matter what your geo-
graphical boundaries are, there are principalities that are

the same destiny when we are born into
this environment that we will call /

“world,” what do you suppose the na- [ Therearethreemajor areasthat
theBiblesaysthat you and | have
to overcome. They arethepride

of life, thelust of theflesh and the
5:12). So, thereisaworld mentality that lust of the eye.

ture of that humanity is? Do you think
itisgood? TheBible says, Because one
sinned, all have sin and because all have
sinned, death is upon al men (Romans

is bequeathed to us by the DNA of that

N

that we call the govern-
ments. It is divided up
into principalities and
over those geographical
areas there are princes,
each one of these have a
spirit that rule over them.

over all these little areas

entity that is overshadowing that realm
of darkness. Hello? Paul had it, do you
know that? He had it. He said, In me, in my flesh (Ro-
mans 7:18) and you know, Paul said another thing that’s
astounding. Hesaid, “I’m always having to bring my body
under subjection” (I Corinthians 9:27). Paul! Come on!
He'sasaint. They madehimasaint! Itisontheword that
Paul wrote that you and | have the formation of the foun-
dation of what we believe. Paul! And the man said he had
to continually... Perpetualy, that’s what it means. Per-
petually working to bring something that was within this
realm that he existed outside as well asinside. The first
thing that | haveto look for in any confrontation, and | had
one recently, is how do | respond to that confrontation.
Funny, isn't it? You always have those little confronta-
tions, those human intertwinings. | have to look at my
response. You know, they can betotally wrong. They can
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There is athrone for
each of these areas
and a devil prince
sitsupon each one
of them and over
these thrones is
another throne
and the thing that
sits upon that
throneisthisentity
that we call the
devil. Heistheone
that has overshad-
owed you and me, and
we were birthed, not
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into the land of theliving as it was in the beginning in the
garden, but into the land of the dead in the condition of
desolation, degradation, death, and hell. That's the na
ture. This is the attitude of that nature. These are the
qualities and to some degree or another, you and | will
find every one of those attributesworkinginus. Thereare
three mgjor areasthat the Bible saysthat you and | haveto
overcome. They are the pride of life, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eye (I John 2:16). Those are the three
positions, those are the three major doctrines of a satanic
denomination that each of us have an affiliation with and
for, becauseit involvesworship of abeing. On aspiritual
level, they are a satanic administration of a devilish phi-
losophy/theology. That's why the Bible says, Let there-
fore this mind that wasin Christ Jesus be... where? On
the table? In the drawer? In the desk? In the computer?
Inyour little Bible program? Let therefore this mind that
was in Christ Jesus be... where? ...be within you
(Philippians 2:5). Why? Becauseit’s necessary for usto
get out of this position, this carnal, natural place of think-
ing/mind. These are the doctrines that have become at-
tributes, these arethe qualities. Prideand lust arethe quali-
ties of that condition. Hallelujah.

Listento this. It says, Ezekiel 28:17, Thine heart
was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted
thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness. Did you notice
that everything is self-orientated? Everything is self-ori-
entated. Turn with me over into Isaiah 14. 1 like to put
these two scriptures side by side, because it’s very defin-
ing of the nature of sin. You remember where Paul said in
Romans, the seventh chapter, fourteenth verse, For we
know that the law is spiritual: but | am carnal, sold un-
der sin. For that which | do I allow not: for what |
would, that do | not; but what | hate, that do|. If then
| do that which | would not, I consent unto thelaw that it
isgood. YNow then itisnomorel that doit, but sin that
dwelleth in me. What ishetalking about? Sinthat dwelleth
inme? You mean that in his soul somewhere there was a
little compartment, alittle box and in that box was some-
thing called sin? And every now and then that box would
open and sinwould pop up? Isthat what he' stalking about?
No, he's talking about the nature of Paul, the son of so-
and-so that was born in Tarsus. He'stalking about all that
nature that he was born with.

He says, *¥For | know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good | find not.
®For the good that | would | do not: but the evil which |
would not, that | do. ®Now if | do that | would not, itis
no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 2 find
then a law, that, when | would do good, evil is present
with me. 2For | delight in the law of God after the in-
ward man: ZBut | see another law in my members, war-
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ring against the law of my
mind, and bringing meinto
captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members.
He's talking about that na
ture, that place, that culture,
that nationality. Come on!
It shouldn’t takeyou aslong
as it took me to get deliv-
ered from some of your
Americanism. If itdid, then
youwould haveto do every-
thing that | did. You know,
/ I’m just more hardheaded
than the rest of you. God
didn’'t take me around the
world to teach people about
0 theWord of God. God took
0 me around the world to
30 /0 60 /O teach me about God and the
Word that was supposed to bein me. Hallelujah. But you
know, many of you are going to go out of this room and
you'll say, well, maybe you’'ll say it was agood word, and
you're going to get involved in life and you're going to
forget. Theresult of that isthat things are going to go just
the same as they went yesterday, and the day before, and
the day before, and the day before that, and you're not
going to have any victory. Because you did not heed, you
did not respond, you did not begin to motivate yourself to
do what you needed to do. Paul did not leave us in the
condition of desperation with regard to thisposition of sin,
but he said, O wretched man that | am! First of al, the
place you and | have to come

to, istherecognition of our po- @

sition of personal weakness
and degradation. Some of us |
are so, so, so macho in our -
thinking with regard to whom \k’
we are! I’'m not talking just !
about men. I’'m talking about
women, too. Come on!

It says, #?For | delight
in the law of God after thein-
ward man: But | seeanother
law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captiv-
ity to the law of sin which is
in my members. But he says, ey
who shall deliver mefromthe
body of thisdeath? That’sstep
two, recognizing the need to be
delivered and looking for the




solution. Step one is recognizing the position, recogniz-
ing the condition, O wretched man that | am! Last night,
| was beforethe Lord in O wretched man that | am! This
morning | woke up, and it was O wretched man that | am!
For the propensity of my humanity, and the things that |
have to deal with, “My God, | need to see the deliverance
that isin You.”

Step two, He says, who shall deliver me from the
body of this death? Well, that’savalid question. Whao's
going to deliver you? Whao's going to deliver me? He
says, | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. And,
you know, that would still be a pretty dismal chapter if it
weren't for the eighth chapter. You can’t stop at the last
verse of the seventh chapter becauseit’snot afinished story.
Chapter eight, verse one, Thereistherefore now no con-
demnation, take out chapter eight and just tack it onto the
end of chapter seven as verse twenty-six. No, you leave

member what we read there in John the third chapter? Do
you remember the Scripture? He says, thisisthe condem-
nation, that light iscomeinto theworld, (John 3:19). Ro-
mans, the eighth chapter says, There istherefore now no
condemnation. What are we talking about? What kind of
Word are we talking about? What kind of position, what
kind of place, what is it that God is seeing or making a
demand on us? Hallelujah. Well, let’'slook at it. John the
first chapter, first verse. In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God. *The
samewasin thebeginning... You know, | think the Bible
could have just been written with a couple of verses. ?The
samewasin the beginning with God. Now, listen to what
it says about the Word. 2All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made that was made.
“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. It
says, John 3:19, This is the condemnation, that light is

that chapter
eight in there,
because that
eight isthe sign
of new begin-
nings. Hallelu-
jan! Thereis
therefore now
no condemnation to them which arein... Oh,
boy. Thosethat arein. Did you hear that? They that are
in Christ Jesus. Right? Let medraw it for you. Right? |
have Christ in me, but Christ is still subjected to me. Ev-
erywherel go, Christ goes. Everything| do, Christ isthere.
Everything | say, Christ isthere. Everything | do, right or
wrong, Christisthere. Christissubjectedto me. Hello? |
can't even imagine, hardly imagine, an omnipotent, omni-
scient, omnipresent God, who describes Himself as the |
AM, subjecting Himself to this type of an environment.
How would you like to be totally and absolutely under my
control? That's something Oliver is finding out. You
wouldn’t like it. And you know, some of our wives, the
mentality isthat that is the position, that is the place, and
we're telling them that they have to submit. That'sjust a
little side note there. All right, the other situationismein
Christ. Christinyou, the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).
But thetotality of the fulfillment of the Word, and thereal-
ity of the intent and the thought that God had in the very
beginning is not Christ in me the hope of glory, but mein
Christ. What happensto me? That means| can’t do any-
thing, | can’t do anythingthat Christ doesn’t do and some-
timesthisismy attitude and sometimesitisnot. Of course,
you don’'t have that problem, right? No problem there,
right? You have it down, you have the formula, you have
therevelation, and you havethe ability to movein the Spirit.
WEell, something’swrong. Something’s wrong.

There is therefore now no condemnation. Re-
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We're supposed to like tribulation.
How many of you like tribulation?
Don’t like tribulation? Then you
don’t seethereality of God.

26

come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. Whose deeds?
Your deeds. My deeds. Do you know
that God looks at evil awhole lot dif-
ferently than what | determine as evil?
Do you know, for along time, | thought
being a Christian meant being good?

That means | didn’t drink, | didn't smoke, | didn’t talk
dirty, | didn’t look at dirty magazines or dirty shows, or
dirty thisor dirty that. | didn’'t do any of these dirty little
things that the whole world was doing. | was Mr. Goody-
Two-Shoes. | was being good, so therefore, | was going to
make heaven. That has nothing to do with it.

This position is what you call 100% position.
That’s 100% position. This one can be thirty and maybe,
maybe it can be sixty. | don’t know, maybeit can. | have
some doubts about the sixty. The position, the place of
reality that God wantsto bring usto, isthe place, the posi-
tion of how He looks at things from His perspective. So
it'sreally not so much, what you do, it’swhy you’ re doing
it. You can do it to make heaven. You can do it to be good,
but that isn’t the intent, that isn’t the desire of God. God's
desireisnot for you just to be good for the sake of getting
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into heaven. God wants you good because of the nature
that He wants to bring forth within you. Good is nothing
more than a by-product of the presence and the re-
ality of the intent that God had in the very begin-
ning. Come on! Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Go back
over into Corinthians.

Il Corinthians 4:1-2, Therefore seeing we
have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we
faint not; 2But have renounced the hidden things
of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor han-
dling the word of God deceitfully; My goodness.
Not using the Word of God to justify our position of
resistance and rebellion against the confirmation
processthat God institutesin our lifeto producethe
reality of what isin Histhoughts. We're supposed

ready. You hear, “ | don’'t think that way.” Oh yes, you do.
You do it all the time. You do it all the time with your

Sqn

to liketribulation. How many of you like tribula-
tion? Don't like tribulation? Then you don’'t see
the reality of God. You don’t. You don’t see the
reality of God. You do not look at it as an opportu-
nity to grow. You'relooking at it from a self-perspective;
you're looking at it from a horizontal view. You don’t
havethereality of thething that isaround you that iscalled
God. Paul, I thought he was crazy. You know, the first
words out of my mouth when the heat goeson are, “ Oh no,
not again.” It really should be, “Oh, praise God.” “Oh,
praise God.” Even if it's (through clenched teeth), “Oh,
praise God.” That's an improvement over, “Oh no, here
wego again.” Or, “Why me, God? What did | do?’ It's
not what you did; it'swhat you didn’t do, not yet anyway.

WE' re supposed to be atribulation people. Ohyou
know, you’re going to be tribulating a lot of people, you
probably tribulate alot of people now. Ohyes, ohyes, oh
yes, you probably stick some people pretty good, but that’s
not what I’ m talking about. What I’'m talking about isthe
fact of the Word that isin you making a manifestation to
such a degree that everybody around you who does not
want to hear or want to see that demonstration of the Word
that you are, is going to want to try to expel you out of
their presence in some way, some manner, and some fash-
ion. So, you're not only somebody who gets tribul ated,
you' re somebody who creates tribulation. 1sn’t that what
He said in John seventeen? Isn't that what He said? It's
not that God won't give you favor here and there, but I'm
talking overall, in the general sense. Hallelujah.

Some of usareinvolved in situations with person-
ality conflictson the basis of the righteousness of God that
isworking in our being, and because, to some degree, there
has been some sort of change that has brought a dishar-
mony into the fact of the situation that we might find our-
selvesin. But, quite frankly, that isn’'t for you to deter-
mine or assess, because some of you can go out of here
and say, “Well, I’'m that one, and you' rethisone. 1I'm plus
and you're negative.” Oh yes, | hear it in the Spirit al-
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Natural

buddies and your families and your siblings and your sis-
ters and your parents. You do it all thetime. There's al-
ways this spirit of competition that is working to bring
disharmony, disunity, a spirit of divorce, argument, strife
and all kinds of things going on that are carnal, that bring
us out of the realm of the heavenly into the realm of hell.

It says, “ Theway to lifeisstraight and it’s narrow,
few, few there are...” | want somebody to interpret that
for me. “Few therearethat find it (Matthew 7:14).” Now
does that mean that many don’t find it? And if they don’t
find it, they don’'t get heaven? They get hell? | thought
there was a real possibility in al of that. If that is true,
what form of diligence do | need to exercise thefact of my
caling and election? My calling and election is not de-
pendent upon my wife, did you know that? It has nothing
todowithit. 1t may help me get therealittle quicker, or it
may slow me down if my attitude toward her isn’t what it
needsto be. If I am thinking in my mind, “My goodness,”
which | don’t, don’t go out of here thinking thisway, but |
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can only use my situation. If I am thinking in my mind,
“Lord, what's wrong with this woman that you gave to
me!?" God says, “It’s not the woman, it’'sthe man.” It's
his position of understanding, his position of sensitivity,
his position regarding the reality of what it was that God
really did give man. She'snot aservant, she’snot amaid,
she’snot acook; shedoesall of those things, but that’s not
her function in eternity with regard to God. Sheisa part
of the process of bringing together a corporate manifesta-
tion of thereality of the calling of God that God had in the
beginning for us - together! Without me moving to pro-
duce Christ in her, | am not going to receive the full ben-
efit of what | consider is my calling.

Thereistroublein thehomes. That’sthe only con-

Unfortunately, we are not seeing that demonstration in the
majority of the homes that are in the church, so conse-
guently, what we have is confusion in the church because
we have confusion in the home. Thereis aresponsibility
before the Lord that the wife has with regard to her hus-
band, and there's aresponsibility that the husband has to-
ward thewife beforethe Lord, and my responsibility isnot
to make my wife fulfill and bring forth the reality of her
responsibility. Did you know that? Haveyou ever tried to
make somebody do something they didn’t want to do? You
don’t know anything about that, do you? Let meask you a
guestion. In the doing of it, was there peace and content-
ment? Well, thejob got done, right? That’sthe main thing,
right? Oh, what's a little collateral damage? Toe got

clusion that | can come to, on the basis of the

Word that I’'m bringing you. | didn’t come /
here with a pre-described, pre-determined
thought that |1 was going to minister to you.
Brethren, let mejust put thisillustration back,
now let me do it thisway. God does every-
thing in threes, right? You know, we've had
this principle. | believe | shared this briefly
with you before, but | don’t know if you got
the idea, or, | think maybe you're

just still working on thereal- -
ity of it. Step one, step . '
two, step three. You can-
not have step two with-
out having step one.
You cannot get to num-
ber threewithout having
step one and two; you
can't go from one to
three without having
two. You can’t start
with three. You haveto
start on the basis of the
natural. Firstthenatural,
then the spiritual. Thefirst
position, thefirst place, the first

stepisthehome/marriage. If you don’t have one, youwon't
have two. Thisis the church, as the bride of Christ, and
thisisthe son or the fullness of the thought that God had in
the very beginning. You cannot have this church two, if
you don’t have this church one which isthe home, and we
don’'t have this church two because we don’t have this
church one, the home, functioning as it should function.
The principles of dying to self are learned here in church
one, the home, in the relationship between husband and
wife. 1’'m not even going to be able to get into family
today. The relationship between husbands and wives is
the fundamental position. It isthe foundational principle
onwhich God bringsforth the demonstration of the church.
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teousness must not only be
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must also always appear
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28

stepped on, a finger is
\ smashed, there's blood
running all over thefloor,
tourniquets are applied to
necks and legs and arms.
What's that? But the job
got done. Thereshould be
some sort of sense of
/ completion, right? It is

the spirit of competition.

It produces an attitude of chaos, confusion... cama-
raderie? Doesit build camaraderie? Compatibility? What
doesit build? So, what did you produce? You got the job
done. You got what you wanted, but what did it produce?
Did it bring forth Christ? Did it bring forth the Kingdom?
Did it bring forth the reality of God? Did you deny the
Word in the action, in the thing that you did, the thing that
you perpetrated? When it was all said and done, did you
repent when you knew that what you did was wrong? Or
did you go on to the next one? Just go on to the next one.
WEell, we got that one done, let’s try this one now! You
know, what does it end up being? Being without form
and void and darkness, darknessfilling. Wedon’t respond
in the church, we don’t respond in the home. Until you
respond in the homes, you’ re not going to respond in church
If you don’t move by the auspices of the Holy Ghost in the
home, you won’t move by the Holy Ghost in the church.
Listen to me. Come on.

It was Isaiah. No, wait aminute, | want to finish
up right here in 11 Corinthians 4. Verse 2, But have re-
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully...
You know, he's talking about the husband and wife rela-
tionship, also. Ohyes, “The Word says, you are to do so-
and-so and so-and-so. Oh yes, you're to be so-and-so.”
...nor handling theword of God deceitfully; but by mani-
festation of the truth commending ourselves to every
man’s consciencein the sight of God. Many yearsago, a
very godly man gave me avery important piece of advice
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that | have indelibly inscribed upon my gray matter, and
he said to me, “Burt, righteousness must not only berigh-
teous, but righteousness must also always appear righ-
teous.” So, | am responsible with regard to how you think
about what | am doing. | must make every effort, on my
part, to make sure that, if you think wrong of what | am
doing, that, before God, | have fulfilled my obligation of
manifesting that righteousness to the total and extent of
the degree that God has given me the ability to do. Why
do you think the Bible says, “ Abstain from all appearances
of evil” (I Thessalonians5:22). Why? Because God knows
the environment in which you and | live, and knows the
environment of hell that istrying to bring its manifestation
in the lives of the believers.

Il Corinthians4:1, Thereforeseeing we havethis
ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint
not...but...commending ourselves to every man’s con-
science... every man's....in the sight of God. That takes
away my position of what | think. “Well, I think I’ ve done
all I cando.” What | think has nothing to do withit. What
| feel has nothing to do withiit. Itiswhat | know that God
istelling me about the situation. | haveto fulfill that obli-
gation of burden with regard to that thing that is being
pressed upon me. Butif our gospel... What gospel? ...if
our gospel behid, itishid tothemthat arelost: In whom
thegod of thisworld hath blinded theminds of themwhich
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them. I'm
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going to have to go home, and | am going to have to take
my little tape and I’m going to have to put it in my ma-
chineand I’m going to haveto say, “Did | say that?” You
know, I’'m going to have to practice what | preach lest |
become a castaway, and lest | alow the worldliness of my
soul torise up and usurp. | need to beginto examinewhere
and how and to what degree | can bring forth Christ in my
wife, in my home, in my children. You know, | haven’t
even scratched the surface of it, brethren. We haven't even
begun to comprehend the responsibility, the onus of the
obligation of righteousness that is on us because we have
received a Word from God that is something more than
just getting into heaven or just hanging on until Jesus
comes. | don’'t want to just hang on. | don’t want you to
just hang on. | don’t want you to just be “hanging on by
the skin of your teeth,” as my mom used to say. | don’t
want to makeit into heaven by the skin of my teeth. | want
to wak in asason. | want to walk in the midst of that
heavenly crowd with a corporate expression of the reality
of God and the totality of what it was that God wanted in
the very beginning. It's not that some of you don’t have a
tough situation, believe you me. But it’s not a situation
that is tougher, or greater, or more exacting, or more try-
ing than the situation that God has allowed you to be put
in and He has given you the ability to overcomeit. If you
did not have the ability to overcome it, He would have
never put youin that placeto begin with. God blessyou. %/

—anonymous
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Standing In the Gap
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| was listening to the Bible on CD
in Exodus chapters 8, 9 and 10. The
scripture was telling how God told
Moses to go before Pharaoh to say,

“LET MY PEOPLE GO!” When
Mosesdid go before Pharaoh, thereply
was for the Israglite children to make
bricks without straw, and to keep the
same tally (Exodus 5:8). Many of the
Israelites complained about this and
wanted an easier way. Many didn'tlike
being told how to do their jobs. Many
didn’t like Mosesinterfering with their
lives as they were before Moses re-
turned to Egypt. They didn’t care that
God wanted to set them free from bond-
age and slavery from a cruel Pharaoh
(devil).

Now, when you stop to think about
this in terms of you and me today, we
see the same things that Moses saw.
The only difference is that we arein a
different stage of time. Many of God's
children are still complaining that it is
too hard and falling away into decep-
tion, which is an easier way or walk;
one which puts them to sleep spiritu-
ally and requires very little spiritual
energy or warfare; all the while believ-
ing that they haveit all. TheBibleisso
unique in the way that God has written
it that whatever a person islooking for
in the Word of God, he will find it. If
heisnot looking for Christ, hewill find
other things. “If yeshall seek Me, | shdll
let you find Me.” Isn’t that a wonder-
ful promise of God? If we seek Him
first, asMatthew 6:33 tellsus, God will
let us find Him. Such wording even
impliesthat God ishidden intheBible.
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By Terry Smith

HEIS! Heishidden by the Spirit of
God. Jesusexplainsthisto usin John
chapter 3.

3Jesus answered and said unto
him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except aman beborn again, hecan-
not seethekingdom of God... *Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God... °That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.

See how the Kingdom of God is
hidden from the carnal mind. Only
by the Holy Spirit of God can the
Kingdom of God be discerned.

When we decide to presson into
the mark of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus, there is an under-
standing that it will not be easy, and
that there is a cost in pressing into
Sonship. We have to give up all to
gain Christ. We must overcome al
our familiar and ancestral spiritsthat
we were born with. Then we haveto
overcome all those spirits that are
around us. That doesn’'t sound like a
picnic to me. It sounds much like
making bricks without straw. It
sounds like you have to believe and
hope in something that you can’t see!
It sounds like awalk by faith!
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Some don’t want to hear that it is
not an easy walk to follow. Hhmm -
if they remain waiting for an easier
walk, they have forgotten that they
want to die to self that He might live
in them. Matthew 7:14, Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth untolife, and few
there be that find it.

We areto belike Christ Jesus our
Lord. Was Jesus walk easy? WasHis
death on the cross easy? If He will-
ingly suffered so greatly because He
loves us—what then, isabit of diffi-
culty to our life? Our suffering is
nothing compared to the suffering of
Christ. Philippians 3:10, That | may
know him, and the power of hisres-
urrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death;

We are to partake in the fellow-
ship of His sufferings. All those pre-
cious souls that choose comfort of
their flesh, or doctrines of men that
say, “Itisalready accomplished in us.
We have no need to overcome any-
thing.” These dear souls must be de-
sirous of an easier walk, or else they
must have some “other than Christ”
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mindedness that has captivated them,
or mesmerized their minds, much like
Satan deceived Eve. We need to be
sure we love them, anyway, as Jesus
loved Judas I scariot.
Scripturetellsusthat nonewill be
snatched from our Father’s hand. If
we know loved ones who have cho-
sen to step backwards instead of step-
ping deeper into the light, it would be
very good to remind ourselves that if
they truly areto be God's, He will save
them. Not only will we become more
confident in God's hand, but we
will also maintain aposition of
love in our hearts for al
souls in this situation.
Our Brother Paul knew
how far away from
God he was before
God met him, and
he gives us the
most wonderful
encouraging
scripturesto hold
on to as we press
on into the king-
dom of God. Let's
look at a few of
them: Romans 8:28,
And we know that all
things work together for
good to them that love God,
to them who are the called ac-
cording to his purpose. ®¥For | am
persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor thingspresent, nor things
to come, *Nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God,
which isin Christ Jesusour Lord.
The book of Daniel also has a
versethat speaksof such faith and trust
in the hand of the Lord, whether He
chose to deliver, or not - there is an
absolute knowing that God isin total
control of the situation. Daniel 3:17,
If it be so, our God whom we serveis
able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
out of thine hand, O king. We need
to be sure to love all men, even when
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they are bound by the anti-Christ.
Our jobistolovethem. Discernthe
spirits, but lovethe people. TheHoly
Ghost will give you discernment of
what a man is bound by ONLY for
you totakeit to God in prayer, never
for usto tell to another. Sometimes
God will give us discernment for a
bondage in aperson because we have
overcome that spirit in our soul and
we can more effectively pray for the
situation because the grace of God

card club. Well, the most popular
peoplethere were the oneswith the best
gossip. | went for the “last time” with
this big news of gossip. | wanted to be
the popular one that night. My motive
was selfish and not at all loving. |
wanted to be the popular one, and |
didn’t care about anything else. Little
did I know that the person wasthere that
night, and God in Hismercy let mefall
flat on my face to work on my deliver-
ance before | even knew Him. Need-
less to say, | was very humbled. (Hu-
miliated may be a better word).
BUT God used that experience
to deliver me from a gather-
ing that was unhealthy for
my soul, and being
humbled so hard, | did
become more
guarded after that.
(Remember, | was
not yet saved.)
Now for a bet-
ter example. One
day, | wasphysically
being attacked to
discourage me from
attending a gathering
of some brethren.
Knowing what it was, |
was encouraged to go
anyway. After awonderful
time, there were prayer requests.
One dear soul was prayed for to re-
celvesalvation. | knew that deliverance
was needed from smoking, but it was
not mentioned. God has delivered me
from that evil and when He did, it was
as Paul said — scalesfell from my eyes,
asthe overshadowing and deception lost
their hold on my soul. Aware of this
need for thissoul, | stood inthe gap and
obeyed what the
Holy Spirit

If we know loved ones
who have chosen to step
backwards instead of to
step deeper into the light,
it would be very good to
remind ourselves that if
they truly are to be God's
— He will save them.

has delivered us.

If you discern a spirit other than
Christ in a brother and it does not
causeyou to cry out to God in prayer
for him—don’t give any ear to it. It
is diabolos. They lie to usto cause
us to become blocked from hearing
God, or to get us to not move in the
love of God. The diabolos want to
get us to believe a lie about a
brother and get busy gossiping.
| hope you understand what |
am trying to say. Let me
give you a few ex-
amples.

Before | knew the
Lord, | attended aladies
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put in my heart for this soul to receive their deliverance.
The awareness brought a crying out in my soul for this
other soul to be delivered. | wanted my brethren to be
delivered from bondage.

After thishappened, | wanted to know more about this
standing in the gap for others. | wanted to know God's
way to stand in the gap. Gap means (dictionary): an open-
ing made by breaking or parting; an interruption of conti-
nuity in space or time; hiatus; an opening in - or a breach;
alag or disparity between conditions, ideas, natures. Dis-
parity means: inequality or difference; unlikeness.

Now, what do we do when thereis an interruption or a
breach or agap between ourselves and our spouse? Wetry
our best to reach out to them in love and in prayer. We
also try to let them know that we care deeply about them.
We do not judge or criticize them, but instead we try to
reach out to the Christ that is deep within their heart with
our love. Right? If wejudge, or criticize, we only make a
bigger gap. If wetell them what is wrong with them, we
only makeabigger gap. Right? Instead, welet thelove of
God and the Christ within our soul reach out to the Christ
in their soul, and put our arms around them and tell them
welovethem. I’ m surethat must bewhat weall do. Right?

It should be the same with others. When thereisabig
gap between ourselves and another person, we should qui-
etly be kind and gentle and let the love of God touch their
soul and reach out to the Christ within them. The love of
God - what an amazing thing we are so very blessed with.

By the way, | began this article severa daysago and |
had to walk it through almost all weekend, and maybe even
dtill - but the love of God is all encompassing and can
break through any barrier without a word if need be. You
realizethat you haveto trust thelove of God to reach across
all the GAPSthat areinthe situation asyou pray and love;
and let God have His wonderful way. So eveninthiswe
are exercising our faith and hope and trust in the Lord and
Hispromises. Godisso graciousto us, so loving, so care-
ful of us—1 guessthat is why the term “tender-loving” is
one of His nature attributes.

Soinconclusion—if you discernaproblemin abrother,

don’'t say a word to anyone — just take it straight to God
and lift your brother up inlove. Bewilling to send thelife
of God that you have to strengthen your brother. Be will-
ing to be broken like bread to feed the hungry. Be ready
and willing to stand up and war that problem in the Spirit,
no words spoken to anyone but God; thus bridging the gap
between that brother. Isn’t thiswhat we have been called
to do? To be like Christ? To be the “good Samaritan?’

Thank you, Father, for | had been asking for enlight-
enment concerning standing in the “gap” for another. It's
that we stand in the power and might of the Holy Spirit to
war on behalf of onethat you loveintheLord. Jesussaid,
Love one another as | have loved you, so ought we also to
love one another (John 13:34).

Remember to take the whole Word of God — the com-
plete armor of Christ, so we can cry out in the Spirit for
Satanto “LET MY PEOPLE GO!”

We need al the Body of Christ’s joints and marrow
and parts to be freely flowing in Christ. Don’t criticize,
just go to God and stand in the gap in Christ for another.
Let’s be part of the Body of Christ and flow for one
another’s needs as a conduit of the Lord. What is a con-
duit? A conduit is: apipe or channel for conveying fluids;
afountain. Didn’t Jesus speak of thisto the woman at the
well? John 4:14, But whosoever drinketh of the water
that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that
| shall give him shall bein him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.

In him awell of water springing up into everlasting
life. May God givethisto each one of usto beaconduit to
send Hislifeto members of HisBody - whilewe are pray-
ing for the enemy to, “Let My People Go!”

If we all become active Conduits for God to use to
send His Life to His Body, we might be able to overcome
all the blockages and stopsinthe Body of Christ. After all
- REMEMBER JOB - His situation turned around when -
HE PRAYED FOR HIS FRIENDS!

May Jehovah bless us and enlarge our hearts and
minds to grow in His love for one another as we grow in
Hislove.

et My People Go!

Keeping in Touch
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| got out of my bed early thismorning. 1’ve been do-
ing that quite abit. The Lord just spoke aWord to me very
quickly as | was coming out of sleep, and He was talking
about the hidden man of the heart. It seemsto be, for me
particularly, that that’s what God is touching on. There
are alot of things that are in my life at this moment that
are not things that | would have chosen. There are some
things that are working in my soul that are not things that
| would have chosen, not things that | would have walked
in. My personal experienceisthat everything has gone up
acouple of notches. Now, you may think, “Boy, you just
hear that all the time.” But | tell you what, | really am
sensing something in the Spirit that it’s not going to be the
way that it used to be. We're not going to continuein any
place of that sedentary way in this hour.

I have been reading about a man named Natan
Sharansky. | don’'t know if you' ve ever heard of him. He
is a Russian Jew, a dissident that came out of the Soviet
Union. He was twenty-five years old and they stuck him
in the gulag because he believed that God had made men
to be free. You know, | believe that, but the Word says,
“Don’'t use your liberty as an occasion to the flesh”
(Galatians 5:13). God is getting down to the nitty-gritty
with each one of usin our particular set of circumstances,
things that are hidden.
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You know, | go back o uns vvora e ou spoke to
me. It'skind of like abenchmark for me. It has probably
been ten years, ten years, since God spoke it to me. He
spoketwo thingswhilel wasdriving on the Mahomet road
that goes south by the Methodist Church. The first one,
out of the blue, “Woe unto this wicked generation that de-
sireasign.” The Bible says there's only going to be one
sign, the sign of Jonah, three days and three nightsin the
belly of the earth (Matthew 12:40). And | thought,
“Hmmm.” That was it, He just stopped. It was kind of
like what Stacy said — it just went into my hard drive. |
was not really thinking about anything about God, you
understand. | wasjust meditating on what He had just said
andthen He said, “And if your awareness of the coming of
the Son of Man isin the visible realm, when you see Him,
it will be too late for you.” Now, there are some people
who are going to see Him with their eyesthat haven't seen
Him any other way, you understand. He's coming in the
cloud.

The next thing that He said to me was, “In that day,
everything that is hidden shall be made manifest, every-
thing that’s done in secret is going to be shouted from the
roof tops.” | thought in my mind, “Hmm, | wonder who's
going to shout my stuff.” He said, “It’s not about a man
shouting another man’s stuff, but even now therestraint is
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being removed, whereby men, heretofore, have been re-
strained and they are going to begin to feel the liberty to
do the things that were hidden inside their hearts that they
did not repent of.” Now, that seems to me that God is
saying something to me about what’s down in the old coro-
nary region that isnot natural. Heart issues. You want to
know what’sin your heart? Let somebody prick youwhen
you don’t think you deserveit. Let somebody press you,
when you don’t think you have it coming.

| don’'t know if you know, but | took a new job. My
goodness, | thought it was going to be awalk in the park;
it'sbeen awalk in the grinder. Actually, it's been a crawl
in the grinder. The man that | have been working for has
been quite a hard taskmaster, extremely inflexible, ex-
tremely demanding. Now, that is not the guy that I'm
working for that pays my check, but the job on which |
am. And I’ m hearing, “ The hidden man of theheart.” Now,
that means that whatever isinside of ol’ religious Peter is
going to come out. Now, we can get out and quote the
scripturesand hand out all thetracts, but if something hasn’t
changed on the inside, it's just religious Peter. And the
fact is, I'm desirous to be numbered among the sons of
God.

We have heard the Word, | don’t know if
you have gone back and chewed it up, but
that Word about Design, Form &
Purposg, itistremendous.

You can go all the

way through the b f
scripture and it e
begins to speak

to me that God

has an empirical

design. You un-

derstand that He

had a mindset, He

had a determination and a de-
sireto have sons from the very
beginning, and anything lessthan
sonsisnot sons. Do you aspireto
sonship? If you do, have you as-
sessed your position lately and what you
are going to do to bridge the gap between
where you are and where you ought to be or where you
could beif youwould really apply everything that you have
heard? You know, God istalking about the hidden man of
the heart, the inside things, the things where the rubber
meets the road. We are really beginning to have those
things pricked, and it’s kind of exciting.

Now, I’m out on the job and it’s like nobody likes me.
The guy that I’'m dealing with wants a certain thing. I'll
just tell you what, we got to dig holes and put footingsin
the ground and the steel has to be on a certain place, and
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NEED TO

TO BE THAT

Now, THE

GET FROM WHERE WE
ARE TO WHERE WE

KNOW THAT IT’S GOING

IT’S POSSIBLE.

my goodness, if | thought | was qualified, I'm NOT quali-
fied. 1’'m over my head to the max. I’m looking at blue-
prints that I’ve never seen the like of before and you've
got to go from the rebar print to the structural print to the
architectural print. | haveto havethe samedetail onaline
that is covered up with forty other lines and | have to be
precise. You talk about precision; heretofore I’ve been
sloppy! You're not going to be sloppy out there; if you're
sloppy, you're out the door. The job superintendent has
been on me continually about the need for more progress
and | finally told him, “You're too heavy for me to carry
and | don’t likeyour spursinmy side.” Hisresponse was,
“Well, we're going to get it done by November 28"." |
thought, “1 don’t even know how thisispossible.” It never
came out of my mouth, but it sure was rolling around in
my gray matter, “Is this guy nuts? That's all he can say.
‘November the 28™"."”

You know, God is saying something to us about the
timeframeinwhichweareliving and we havelolly-gagged
insomemanner through thethingsthat God issaying. He's
come to us and He's said, “Listen, there is an empirical
design. It's fastened in the mind of God that He wanted
sons from the time of Adam until now, only now they are

coming forth.” Now is the time of the coming
forth of the sons of God, the manifestation.
Weareliving onterrafirmainthetime
that God isbringing forth sons. The
problem is that we're not in the
place that we need to be. Now,
the solution is to get from
where we are to where we
need to be. | don’'t know that
it's going to be that easy, but
itispossible. We need to un-
derstand what is the first or-
der of business.
The superintendents came
out after we poured this whole
one hundred yards of concrete.
Man, | wasfeeling pretty good, and
my favorite superintendent appears
on the scene and declares, “ The rebar is
in the wrong place.” “WHAT?” “You know,
the rebar is sticking up and out; they’re in the wrong
place” Now, | could say, “No, they’'re not.” And he'll
say, “Oh, yesthey are.” And 1’1l say, “How do you know?’
Hesaid, “| measured them.” Guesswhat? He caught me.
You know why? | hadn’t measured them. Now, the fact
that it wasn’'t my job to measure them doesn’t mean that |
was not accountablefor thefact that they werein thewrong
place. And they were in the wrong place!

The solution was to tear them out. Well, I'm not bad

at math. We had 55 yards of concrete at $78 ayard. Do
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themath. That's$4,200, just likethat. Isthat right? Some-
where around $5,000. Then there were ten men that were
making about $500 a day, putting themin. That's another
$5,000. That's $10,000 out the door if we have to tear
them out.

Now, the reason they were not done properly is be-
cause of the attitude of the people involved in the con-
struction process. The work approach was sloppy. The

project manager. | felt likeanidiot. | hadn’t taken care of
business. “Too busy” wasmy excuse... Youknow, there’'s
so much peripheral activity going on when we are putting
that stuff in. Then they confronted us with the fact that
we're behind the schedule. “We're behind the schedule.”
“What?!” “Yeah, we are turning this project over to the
owners on the 28" of November.” And you know what?
In my mind | said, “There ain't no way.” Do you know

guy who wasin charge missed a
page on the blueprint. Guess
what? I’'min charge. The guy
abovetheguy that wasin charge
also missed the page that’s on
the blueprint. That’'s me. My
goodness, | was the one ulti-
mately responsible as the
“project manager” and | was
needing a solution to the
problem that a sloppy ap-
proach had created.
“There’s no way, no way
that you are going to drill
anything in this. Wal-Mart
doesn'talow it. All thesteel
hasto go all theway down and
it's al got to be tied on every
level,” wastheresponse of the Gen-

eral Contractor’s superintendent. I’m talking about, 1, 2,
3 levels of steel and they have to be in this way, exactly,
the center hasto be... in the center.

You can not just put the rebar anywhere in there. We
were pouring footings. While the guy is pouring cement,
you cannot pull a rebar off the truck and flump it in the
hole and hope it stays off the dirt. On thisjob you are not
permitted to do it haphazardly. The job specifications say
the rebar must be a minimum of three inches away from
the dirt. The superintendent got down there on top of the
footing with ameasuring tape. He measured it and it was
two and seven-eighths inches. He said, “This ain’t three
inches. Moveit!” | thought in my irritated mind, “Well,
humph, isn’'t it good enough?’ You know, the fact is, |
remembered the following statement had come out of my
mouth while lecturing a man about his job performance
just acouple of daysearlier. “If you haveto add enoughto
good (to make “good enough”), it’s not right because it's
either right or it's not right.” It is either good, or it is not
good.

My goodness, and this fellow, you talk about spursin
my sides, now he's sharpening them up alittle bit. So now
it's beg mode, because | have two choices. | went to the
Lord. | said, “Man, did | messup big time.” | could have
said that these morons down here didn’t do their job, but
the fact is, the buck stops with me. They said I'm the
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what | know? What | think in
) my mind has no bearing. |
may not be there, but they’ve
already stated that thisiswhen
it's going to happen and it's
going to happen with me or
without me.

| seein the Word that God
isjudging some of thosethings
that we say in our mind that
never come out of our mouths,
our dispositions and attitudes
that are not in line with the
Word. It'snot likel just line
up with the Word and every-
thing happens; there are cer-
tain things that we have to be-
gin to do. | got up when He
told me to this morning. |
mean, | was getting up anyway, okay? | was going to the
prison for the Sunday meeting. | wanted to go get my
computer and look and find this* hidden man of the heart.”
So, | found it and it really is something that maybe we
could shove off and say that it’s referencing women, and
inonesenseitis.

Likewise, ye wives, bein subjection to your own hus-
bands; that, if any obey not theword, they also may with-
out the word be won by the conversation of the wives,
AWhilethey behold your chaste conversation coupled with
fear. *Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn-
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel; (I Peter 3:1-3) Now, we can see
he'stalking about attitudes, he’stalking about dispositions,
you know, walking a certain way or doing a certain thing
or saying acertainthing. But hesaid, verse4, But let it be
the hidden man of the heart, in that which isnot corrupt-
ible. Not corruptible! But let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which isin the sight of
God of great price.

Now, thereis another important man on thejob. He's
a geo-technical expert and he's hired by Wal-Mart. After
everybody says, “Hey, thisisokay,” he comes out and says
whether it's okay or not, and if he says it’s not okay, it
doesn’'t matter who else said it was okay. It's not okay.
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It'skind of like God. Ev-
erybody else says,
“Whatever. Praise
the Lord, wecango
ahead and do
that.” God says,
“No-no, that’s not
okay.” Itisamazing.
Now, | used to think, “Burt,
comeon,” - he'stalking about all that God is teaching him
in building and al this stuff. | thought, “God never taught
me like that.” That’s probably because | was so sloppy |
didn’t care. You understand what I’ m saying to you? | mean,
| was not moved by that restraint and now God says, “I'm
not giving you any option. I’ m putting you inagrinder that's
going to flatten all the you out of you.” And he gave methis
guy, this semi-belligerent superintendent that has a prob-
lem, and | don’t know what his problem is, but anyway, it's
been abig chunk of humble pie | have had to eat and | have
been doing amost nothing but working. | worked forty-
eight hours since Wednesday, trying to catch up to this sched-
ule.

WEell, you don’t know it, but | was out there before |
came here. | got men out there working today. We have
missed four days of work because of rain. You know what
the superintendent said? “You are still behind schedule.”
There is a Thursday morning Bible study that | have been
attending, but | couldn’t come because | was out there on
thejob site. | got out there and it started raining. Thursday
at two o’clock in the morning, | woke up and | knew the
ditches that we had dug were filling with water. | used to
not care about therain. | used
to think, “Oh, hey, I’'m going

to get meaday off.” Nomore. GOD SAYS,

I’'m thinking about the rain at “I’M NOT GIV-
two o’clock in the morning.

Atthree-thirty, | couldn’t Sleep ING YOU ANY
any more and | got up and ,
went out to the job. Sure OPTION. |'m
enough, they werefull of rain, PUTTING YOU |

and it was a muck hole to get
out there. Thursday morning,
| was supposed to be in the
Bible study, and | wasup to my
knees in mud and al | knew
was that | was not going to be

=

GRINDER THAT’S GOING
TO FLATTEN ALL THE YOU
OUT OF YOU.”’

own attitude and demeanor and God is conforming usto
the image of the Son of God. And if we are being con-
formed, then we are going to have to submit to the con-
formation process in order that the fullness of transfor-
mation might work somethingin usof aforever nature. |
mean, | am so excited about thistoday... | want to tell
you, asirritated as| wason theinside, probably the great-
est irritation was that the superintendent wasright. | re-
ally didn’t have aleg to stand on. So, | was out there
digging away and | was fighting with all these attitudes.
Oneguy said, “I’'m quitting. 1I'mtired of hisattitude.” |
had to pull him aside and say, “Brother, you walked into
a spiritual arena when you gave your life to Jesus.” To
one of the guysin that meeting, | said, “You don’t have
thisliberty to get irritated and offended by some heathen’s
disposition.”

So anyway, my man, the geo-tech boss, appears and
he's got ablue hard hat on, isn’t that funny? Everybody
else’'shatsarewhite and red, but thislittle god guy’s hard
hat isblue. They said thismanwasterrible. “Youwon't
be able to do anything right for him. Stay away from
him!” And you know what? God, He has been so gra-
cious to me.

Let metell you a story about construction site spiri-
tuality in my experience. | remember thefirst timewhen
| went towork at the Clinton power station, and at night,
you know, we were out there and got kind of caught upin
the stuff. We got into gambling and thingsat night. Now,
thiswasin 1976 or 1979. Anyway, we got caught up in
it, and all of a sudden, they changed our shifts. Many of
the workers were doing all kinds
of things, a lot of gambling,
cards, buy this, sell this. It

was chicanery. It was
unclean. And yet be-
cause it was kind of
dark, nobody had seen
us, “Hey, you never knew
| wasover there,” you know
what | mean? Sometimes we
get that mentality. So God
shifted us, one day, from night
shift to day shift. And | made
a determination in my mind
that it wasn't going to be the
same on day shift as it had

able to meet the schedule that -
| had been called to meet. Now, you could say, “Oh, well,
there are other jobs.” There are. But that’s not the point. |
believe that God stuck meinthisplacefor apurposetolearn
after al this time, “Mr. Independent, that it is not going to
work the way you think it's going towork.” Thereisacon-
straint that God puts on aman where heisliberated from his
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J been on night shift. So, I got
my hard hat on and | wrotein big, old, fat, graffiti letters,
you know, big bubble letters, “ JesusisLord.” | saidl’'m
going to have abig old neon arrow so that | am not going
to be doing on the day shift what | was doing on the night
shift. It changed everything. But what it was, wasjust a
demonstration that | was standing for something. | didn’t
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know if some people might think, “Ah, that’s pretty reli-
gious.” But I tell you what, it turned me around from the
direction that | was going, and when | went out to this new
job site | said the same thing. Some of these guys know
me from along time ago, but that’s not going to be the way
itishere.

So, this Chicago superintendent has been on top of me
and God has been exposing the hidden things of my heart.
Now, they told us that we had to be at a certain place at a
certain time or they were going to jerk the contract. The
way that they work it isif they jerk the contract, they go
hire somebody to do what you were supposed to do. They
don’t care what the priceis; they pay them all; if it eats up
your whole contract, so beit. If itistwo hundred thousand
dollars more, they sue your company for that. So not only
do you not do the work, some other person doesit, maybe
sub-standard, then you don’t get paid and you have to pay
themto doit. Thisisthe big boys.

So, | see my little blue hat guy, the Wal-Mart geo-tech
man whose nameis Ed, and | thought, “I need to get on the
right sideof thisman.” “Hey...um...Ed, what do you think
of the ditch?” “Too much muck in there, take the iron
out,” Ed said. What?! I'm talking about eight man hours
worth of work for seven men to pull it out of the ditch.
And he didn’'t even bat an eye, “Pull it out.” So you put a
crane in there, cut it in the middle and pull it out. “All
right, now you see al that muck down

BLue HAT! WE’RE
TALKING ABOUT
Gob! THese — %

OTHER GUYS ARE / /
FREAKING OUT, |

THEY SAID STAY AWAY FROM HIM,

L AND WE'RE TALKING ABOUT Gonb!

there? Get it out. It'sall got to come out. And by theway,
the rebar was sitting on mud, now it's dirty. It's got to be
cleaned. You're not putting any dirty stuff back in there.”
What?? Why, in the old days | would have just slopped it
in there, mud and al. “Oh well, concrete will stick to it.”
Thisain't theold days! And Ed said, “Before you do any-
thing, you call me, I’'m going to look at it.” Now, I'm al
awarethat we havethis schedulegoing onand it isn’t mov-
ing very fast. Asamatter of fact, Saturday’s coming. The
superintendent’s big boss had told us, “If you aren’t at this
place by Saturday, on Monday we are going to havea‘come
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to Jesus meeting.”” That's exactly what his words were.
Now, | knew what he was talking about. What if it rains?
For three daysit'srained. You know, | was standing out
there thismorning. We are there. We're where we need
to be on the schedule and he gave us two additional days.

Then the other day the blue hat guy approached mein
avery friendly manner and asked me, “Where do you go
to church? Now, al we've had is conversations about
spiritual things. He said, “Where do you go to church?’ |
said, “Living Word Omega Message in Mahomet.” He
responded, “ That’swonderful.” The next day he drove up
to me and started talking to me about God. Blue Hat!
We're talking about God! These other guys are freaking
out. They said to stay away from him, and we're talking
about God!

So, going back to the rebar that we did incorrectly, |
said, “Ed, we messed up this rebar big time. We need to
be able to drill in.” They have some stuff called epoxy.
Now, on the plans it says, “Under no circumstances will
epoxy be permitted.” Why, that shot that idea down. So
we had to put in what's called an RFI. They all do these
initials. “Yeah, putinanRFI.” Then| hadto say, “What's
anRFI?’ You know what it is? Request For Information.
“Why didn’t you just say, ‘ Request for information’?” I'll
tell you what, my ideas stink as far they’re concerned.
Forget it. If you want an RFI, that’swhat you call it. An
RFI. “Why do you always try to change things?” So, |

had to put in an RFI; in the midst of al of that, | had
to get all the paperwork done! | have to count the
guys that are on the job. | have to say what they
did. | got to tell you whether it was raining or not
raining. | got to say whether it was eighty-five de-
greesor an hundred and sixty. Andit'sall got to
be on apiece of paper... |I'm scratching it down
and he doesn't want scratched down informa-
tion. He wants nice type-written work. Andit's al
got to bein order and you have to tell what they did.
So that means you got to go out there. Get out of
your little glass office that’s air-conditioned and get
out in the heat! You got to go do it. You got to get
down on the ground. I'm telling you, it's not any-
thing like what 1’ m accustomed to.
But, Ed and | have developed somewhat of a pretty
decent relationship. Asamatter-of-fact, yesterday he said,
“I'm leaving. I'm leaving at eleven o'clock. | have a
dentist appointment.” 1 go, “Ed, we're pouring like sixty
yards of concrete.” No problem. He said, “Listen to me,
| need to have you get concrete samples for testing pur-
posesfor me.” Every timeyou get a concrete truck, they
get some concrete from each truck and put them in these
little cylinders to test them at prescribed intervals. They
need to havefour of them, in order totest themat 7, 14, 21
and 28 daysfor compression strength. We'retelling them
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that what we' re putting in the ground isfour
thousand pounds of pressure per squareinch.
On the seventh day, it should be at a cer-
tain pressure, at twenty-eight days,
concrete is at it’s full com-
pression strength. It
doesn’t get any stron-
ger. So they have to
have four of the cylin-
dersand it is crazy. |
would say, “Okay, Sop
itinthere.” Nope, we're
not slopping anything in
there. Ed wanted to make sure
that | knew how to do the test. He said,
“Here’'show youdoit. Youfill the canister one-third high;
you use a smooth steel rod to move up and down in the
canister in order that the concrete that isin the canister is
an accurate representation of the concrete that is on the
ground. The movement of the smooth rod simulates the
vibration that is done while pouring the concrete into its
proper place. It'sgot to besmooth. Moveit around twenty-
fivetimes.” How stupid can you get? Twenty-five?! Not
twenty-four, not twenty-three. Twenty-fivel Youtalk about
offending my sensibilities. “Do you want to get it done or
do you want me to count? 1... 2...” He said, “I want
both. You're going to do both. Then you fill it another
third and you do it twenty-five times again. Thenfill it to
the top and you do it another twenty-five.” That's sev-
enty-five. Thenyou havetofill four cylinders, soyoudoit
four times. You know how many that is? Threehundred.
Oh my. But the good part was, he said, “You get them,
you do them, set the paperwork on my desk, I'll accept
them.” | have said nothing like, “Ed’'scoming!” Instead |
will say, “Comeon, it'sokay. Ed wantsusto succeed. He
hasregulations. They’re not flexible, but he still wants us
to succeed. As a matter-of-fact, he wants us to succeed
more than we want to succeed because heisn't too thrilled
with the superintendent in the office either.” You know
what | mean? Hey, that’stheway it is. But it's exposing
the hidden thingsin aman’sheart. You know what | found
out? I’m not where| thought | was. That’skind of scary,
but it's created somewhat of anecessity in my soul to press
in. It'sbetter to know that you’ re not where you think you
are, than to find out on the day of judgment you weren’t
where you thought you were. God help usto be diligent.
Oneof theareasthat | found | amshortinislove. I've
been mediating onit since Brother duCille ministered about
love. Though I speak with the tongues of men and of an-
gels, and have not love, | am nothing, nothing, NOTHING
(I Corinthians 13:1-3). Not minimal, not minimized. I'M
NOTHING! I'm of no value! My value is incalculable
because of its nothingness. And it’'sthelove of God. I'm
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talking about sonship this morning, sonship
and the manifestation of the sons of God. If
you could say oneword that would describe
the totality of the character and
nature of the son of God, it
wouldn’t be prophecy, al-
though it says that the
testimony of Jesus
Christ is the spirit of
prophecy (Revelation
19:10). Itwouldn’'t be
the power to heal. It
would be the love of God,
where the man loved that
which was totally unlovely, totally un-
acceptable, from the harlot to the man on the cross, all of
these people. Simons, all of them, there's a whole bunch
of them, but the love of God was what He demonstrated
and manifested. | want the love of God inside of me that
the nature of my father has no power to manifest and eradi-
cate the portion that God has delivered to me. And you
know what He saysit takes? Jeremiah wasthe other scrip-
ture He gave me. Jeremiah 4:4. My goodness and it's
tough.

If thou wilt return, in verse one, O Isradl, saith the
LORD, return unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine
abominationsout of my sight, then shalt thou not remove.
Or beremoved. Verse 2, Andthou shalt swear, The LORD
liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness; and
thenationsshall blessthemselvesin him, and in him shall
they glory. Thereissomething that is greater. One of the
thingsthat | have found out about isthat it’s not about me.
You know, sometimes we think it’s about ourselves. And
the whole thing, the whol e totality of what God isdoing is
about bringing forth sonsin the earth. The Bible saysthat
all of creation isgroaning for the manifestation of the sons
of God (Romans 8:19-23). All, the whole totality of cre-
ation is waiting for the manifestation of what we say and
believe that we are.

Yet we are lacking in some critical areas. | found out
that | was extremely lacking. Hey, | thought | could get
by. “Hey, just throw it in there.” “Hey, just throw it in
there” isn't getting it right. 1t’snot getting it in the natural,
and it certainly isn’t going to get it in the Spirit. Thereare
things that are exact and precise that God is after. Where
I’ ve been has no bearing on where I’'m going. The thief
had been a thief his whole life. The guy on the cross, he
was a criminal, a miserable wretch his whole life. If he
had based where he was going on where he had been, he
was going to bein hell. But the Son of God intervened.
There was something that happened that was cataclysmic
on hisjourney into hell, and it was an awakening to the
reality of the Son of God that wasthere. It wasrevelation
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knowledge of the Son of God, of which some of ushavea
greater revelation of who Heisand who Hewantsto bein
us. Godiscalling usto aplace of precision, where sloppy
agape will not cover it. “Oh, let’s just love one another.
Praise the Lord.” That isinsufficient. He said, “If thou
wilt swear the Lord liveth in truth” (Jeremiah 4:2).

| talked to a guy today, now he's in the prison, but he
was talking to me about ministering to all these people
about the Kingdom of God. | said, “You know what? The
way that you minister, you could do it without saying any-
thing.” When | came out of the meeting this morning and
walked past theline of all the guys, | started smelling ciga-
rette smoke. | said, “Who's smoking a cigarette after that
meeting?’ Of course, nobody says anything, but it'skind
of seeping out of his nose and he doesn’t want to be fin-
gered. “How isit that you can hear the voice of God and
you can go back to your old ways? God help us!” And
you know what? In many ways, I’m not any different with
some of my things. 1t may not be cigarettes or smoking or
whatever. But if God convicts you about an attitude and
you don’t do something about that attitude, why not? There
isaprocess and it will continue.

| saw something that | hadn’t seen before. You know,
sinwill change your countenance. It will changeyour per-
sona. It will transform you into the image of something
that you do not wantto be. Itissoinsidious. Itisinsidious
because it creeps, it issubtle. Did you know what insidi-
ouswas? It comesfrom within. 1t'ssneaky. It’'slike Na-
zism wasinsidious because it crept in; isthat a close defi-
nition? 1t comesfrom within and it pollutes. Some of our
attitudes are polluting our soul. Some of the things that
we' rewilling to do, they bring areproach to useven though
nobody knows. | have seen people whose countenance
has begun to change and it has become degraded. People
that are willing to do things now that they weren’t willing
todothreeyearsago, fiveyearsago, or ten yearsago. Now
they are willing to be seen in sin openly. They are dress-
ing a certain way, talking with certain words; | mean, the
words that | hear are offensive. | didn’'t say a word to
anybody on the job site and suddenly someone spews out
this blue vitriol, and then they look at me and say to me,
“Oh, sorry.” You know why they say sorry? Because they
never hear me say that and maybe God awakensthem right
there. I'm talking about people on my job. By the way,
the superintendent with the spurs, the second day it rained,
he looked at me and he said, “I’m praying that there ain’t
no rain tonight.” Hallelujah.

Just imagine this whole job, no walls, twenty times as
big asthis. Forty timesasbig. It'stwo hundred thousand
square feet. And three-quarters of it is full of steel right
now. There's steel on the ground, there's steel here, it's
stacked here, there's steel this and that. It's all over the
place, everyplace we're walking, and the superintendent
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says, “Oh, by the way, if you step on it and get it dirty,
we're going to back charge you for cleaning it.” How un-
reasonable. Tough. Too bad. That'stheway itis. Itisa
governance that | did not expect but | am into, and | be-
lieve that it isthe Lord bringing a course correction in my
mind. Hallelujah. Becausethereisaprecisionthat Godis
after and if we do not have it, we're dead men! Because
we' ve heard the Word, the Word can be required of us.

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall belike him; for weshall seehimas
heis(l John 3:2). | amtelling you, you’ re not going to see
Him as He is, unless He's in you of a truth. The only
reason that you're going to see Him like He is is because
you are like Him. You're not going to become like Him
right when He appears. “Oh, there's Jesus. Now, we're
all instant Jesus’.” That’s not happening. It is going to
happen because there is a process that is working in you
incrementally that is called transformation that comes by
submission to the power of the son of God that’s working
in your circumstances, in your geography, in your person.
Even in the person next to you that’s rubbing you wrong.

| anrgjoicing and | tell you what, we' ve been able to
pray with men on the job that would not have otherwise
prayed. One guy was on the edge of divorce. | said,
“Brother, we can pray against this spirit and bind it and
begin to walk in a different arena, confident in the thing
that God said.” | tell you, every morning, | go, “How’siit
going at home, brother?” Hallelujah. You know, there's
something that he can get his teeth in. God wants us to
demonstrate a viable reality that begins here. We cannot
say and do not. We can’t require precision and not be pre-
cise. We can, but then we' re hypocrites, by definition. He
said, And thou shalt swear, The LORD liveth... (Jeremiah
4:2). How many of us have said, “Yes, praise God, the
Lord liveth!” What's that song? “The Lord liveth and
blessed be my rock and let the God of my salvation be
exalted.” | mean, there are all kinds of things that we can
sing and say and not do. God is after somebody that’s
going to begin to do the things that they’ve heard. Put
them in practice, apply the principles of righteousness and
holiness. Maybe I'll need to get the tape and listen to it
again, because you may think it's more for you than it is
for me. Well, praise the Lord.

Jeremiah 4.2, ...The LORD liveth, in truth, in judg-
ment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless
themselvesin him, andin himshall they glory. You know,
there’'saresidual; the whole of thisnationiscrying out for
some peopl e to begin to stand up and demonstrate aviable
reality of God. You know, these guysin prison, they know
they’ ve tapped into something, they’ ve touched onto some-
thing; it is the Kingdom of God. Hallelujah. God has
delivered to them the Word and the gospel of the Kingdom
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in order that they may be a part of that innumerable com-
pany. Hesaid, in Jeremiah 4.3, For thus saith the LORD
to themen of Judah and Jerusalem... You know, | looked
it up. It said, “You should tarry in Jerusalem until you
receive power from on high” (Luke 24:49). It said, “First
in Jerusalem, then in Samaria and then in the uttermost
parts of the world” (Acts 1:8). He's talking about a pro-
cessthat isworking inyour lifeand my life. ...themen of
Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your fallow ground...
You know what fallow ground is? | see we've got some
farmersin here. What isfallow ground? Unbroken, hard.

On one corner of this pad that we were working on,
they put a sixteen-foot lift. That means they put in an ad-
ditional sixteen feet of dirt. They started at minus sixteen,
and they had to put dirt on it and they rolled the dirt
with a sheep’s foot. You know what a sheep’s
foot is? You know why they call it asheep’s
foot? It is abig round thing that has a
bunch of sticky-out
things like this — metal
protrusions. And then
there are spaces in be-
tween each protrusion,
o) when it
rolls...boom...it
punches holes in the
dirt. So they roll the
sheep’s foot up and
down and up and down
andit... My goodness,
we got a huge backhoe
on it and the dirt was
coming out in CHUNKS.
It was so hard. That's
what | would think is

HEe salD, BREAK UP YOUR
FALLOW GROUND, AND SOW

NOT AMONG THORNS.
(JErReMiAH 4:3)

feet thick. Figure that out in terms of concrete. We were
supposed to pour sixteen yards of concrete in one footing
and it wastwenty-eight! I’m surethe estimator didn’t fig-
ure that. You know, we get caught!
| estimated that at this time in my life certain things
would be happening. It isnot going on theway that | esti-
mated. There’'sanecessity of application as God is speak-
ing to us and | think, in some sense, that’s what He's say-
ing to me. Our application has been wanting. Verse 3,
For thussaith the LORD to themen of Judah and Jerusa-
lem, Break up your fallow ground. BREAK UP YOUR FAL-
Low GROUND. That means that you and | have a certain
responsibility, to assess, by the Spirit, where our problem
is. God will put His finger on your fallow
ground. You know, there's some thingsthat
we've got covered over and nobody is
going to see but they manifest in atti-
tudes, in dispositions, in how wein-
teract with one another.
Hesaid, Break up your
fallow ground, and
sow not among thorns.
Do you re-
member the guy, in
Matthew 13, that
sowed among the
thorns? What did he
say it was? He sowed
the seed around and he
said the cares of this
world and the deceit-
fulnessof riches, andin
Mark 4, the lust for
other things choked out
) the Word. It'sin Mat-
thew 13, Mark 4 and

fallow ground. You've -

got to get hydraulics to deal with it. God’s got to get hy-
draulics with some of us. Some of our dirt is so hard that
you put the machinery in... You know, hydraulic is not
just mechanical, it is exponential in its power and it ex-
poses the hardness of the soul. You know, sometimes, you
dig into this soft black soil, mmmm, it’slike cutting through
butter. Everything is perfect on the sides of the hole, it's
just niceand pretty. But this stuff (fallow ground), first of
all, when you get into it there’s a big noise, gluoom, when
the machine hits the dirt, and then errrrrrnnn, the machine
groans and it chunks up and big chunks, as if it's frozen;
you’'ve seen when they dig frozen ground. Big chunks
come off at the top and it ruins the whole ditch. Some-
timesit’s bigger than it’s supposed to be, which means, in
order to fill it, you're going to have more in it than what
you thought. | mean, we got one ditch that’s supposed to
be six feet wide and it’s ten feet wide, and the footing is 3
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Luke8. Asyou look at it, some of the precise descriptions
are very different in each one of the gospels. They are
reflecting another perspectivefrom God, because He didn't
say thelust for other thingsin Matthew. He said the cares
of thisworld and the deceitfulness of riches and what we
have to understand isthat each one of us has our own little
cosmos. You're not involved in my cosmos to the degree
that | am involved with it. You don’t have to dea with
some of the people | have to. | don’'t have to deal with
some of the people you do. But there's a little mini-cos-
mos that we're moving in and there’s also a greater cos-
mosthat involves everything else. The cosmosreferences
the orderly businessthat we' reinvolved in, in terrafirma,
inthisnatural realm, and so mothers have a certain amount
of cosmosthat | don’t have. You know, they have to deal
with these four-year-old, ten-year-old questions, attitudes,
demeanors, al that. | don’t haveto deal with them. Well,
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sometimes | do. But they’re four and five-year-olds in
twenty-five-year-old bodies, which in itself presents an-
other problem. Don’'t sow among thorns. | mean, there
areimplications here, that we all havethis perceptive abil-
ity, in the Spirit, to discern where we're sowing. Some-
times we are not aware because we have not been diligent
in our preparation.

He said, in Jeremiah 4:4-7, Circumcise yourselves to
the LORD, and take away theforeskins of your heart, ye
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my fury
come forth like fire, and burn that none can quench it,
because of the evil of your doings. *Declareyein Judah,
and publish in Jerusalem; and say, Blow ye the trumpet
intheland: cry, gather together, and say, Assembleyour-
selves, and let us go into the defenced cities. 8Set up the
standard toward Zion: retire, stay not: for | will bring
evil from the north, and a great destruction. "Thelion is
come up from histhicket, and the destroyer of the Gen-
tiles is on his way; he is gone forth from his place to
makethyland desolate; and thy citiesshall belaid waste,
without an inhabitant. Do you know that a general from
the Chinese government said if the United States inter-
fereswith China’s operation in Taiwan, they will nukethe
U.S.? (See Signs of the Times, page 42.) They said that
they’ ve already calculated that the citesfrom thelir eastern
border all theway into Xian will be obliterated. What that
tells you is that people are now thinking of the unthink-
able. I'mgoingtotell youwhat, I'vebeen alivesince
the invention of nuclear weap-
onry and there's always
been somewhat of acloud
around it. | remember
my parents, just when
TV was brand new in
1963, in October,
when Kennedy con-
fronted Nikita
Khrushchev over the
missiles that were go-
inginto Cuba. I'mtell-
ing you, my parents never
said anything, but looking at
their countenance | knew that
they thought weweretoast. Be-
cause Kennedy said, “1f you bring
ashipinhere, we' re going to mount
it, we're going to get on to it and if
there are nukesinit, you're going to have
aproblem.” And, for the U.N., they had pictures
of silosthat had identifiable nuclear warheadsand it seems
that that was the hand of God intervening. You know,
only the United States has used nuclear weapons, but there
isadrumbeat that is marching that’s in hell, and you can
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see people that are morally weak that have submitted to
the spirit of theage. Thechurchistheonly answer. Breth-
ren, what would you think if God said, “You are going to
be the remedy for the problem, if the Son of God bein you
of atruth.” It's a pretty stout responsibility. It's not just
about knowing something more than somebody else. It's
about an abiding reality of the sons of God that you have
received by revelation and that you are grasping by faith
with every ounce of your being.

The scripture in Romans 8:29, it says, For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son. That is the design from the begin-
ning. In Genesis 1:26-28, God's intent was to bring forth
sonsinthemidst of the earth. Thelast two versesof Psalm
22 reiterate that very intent and purpose of God that was
unfailing, unchanged, inflexible and absol utely precise, ir-
respective of what we thought of it. That's what | asked
some guys, | said, “How long did they believe the earth
wasflat?’ “Oh, | don’t know, three or four thousand years.”
“How long was it flat? It was never flat and the fact that
they believed it wasflat didn't makeit flat.” And the fact
that they don’t believe that we are of the lineage of the son
of God doesn’'t change anything! Psalm 22:30-31, A seed
shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a
generation. *They shall come, and shall declarehisrigh-
teousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath
done this. There's a declaration that’s done by behavior.

There is adeclaration that God is making. Now is
the time to take the Kingdom! Hallelu-
jah. Rise up, ye strong, possess your
land (Deuteronomy 1:21)! The
kingdomswithin haveto be sub-

dued before the kingdoms
without are going to be as-
sailable. We have not done
with theinternal kingdomes,
what we could have done,

if we'ddoneit withall our
might. “But now,” God
says, “Now is the time.”
Precision is no longer an
option, you're either going
to get precise or you're go-
ing to get out, because you
won't be able to stand the heat.
Actually, He won't throw you
out, you'll just beleft behind, because
there is a requirement of an intensity of
determination. What doesit say in Matthew? He

said, in 5:8, Blessed are the purein heart: for they shall
see God. That meansthereissomething that isworkingin
each one of our livesthat ought to bring usto adesirewhere
we want to see God. It seemsthat Moses had an insatiable
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desire to see God. Have you ever thought about that? |
mean every time he saw God he would say, “1 want to see
You, | want to see Your glory, | want to see these things.”
There's something about men that want something in the
visiblerealm. Haveyou desired? We're going to see Him
as Heis. Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as He is pure (I John 3:3). That’s action.
That’sdemonstration, and it’snot

tial. 1 don’t know, but you guys may bein aplace of ease
and vacation, but I’'m certainly not. | trust that God is
working in each one of our livesto bring forth that nature
of the Son of God. He said we've got aresponsibility. A.
Don’'t sow among thorns. B. Break up the fallow ground.
C. Circumciseyourselvesunto the Lord. That meansthere
arealot of thingsthat we do that are contrary to the dispo-

sition that we say we have. Didyou

so much without as it iswithin.

You know, itisn't easy to
get up at fiveo’ clock inthemorn-
ing. “Awwh, | candothat.” It's
even not easy to do it without
anaarmclock. | haven't used
an alarm clock, but | tell you
what, God's pressurized my
situation where | went to
sleep at the table last night,
but | woke up at about three-
thirty this morning because |
knew that | had to be some-
place. God isworking some-
thing in my soul, for which |
thank God. | have no dispo-

MR PEGELOW

AT THI QATES OF HELL

ONE OF THE IRON \
WORKERS READ IT

follow me? We say certain things
like, “Praise the Lord.” Did you
really mean that?

WEell, | found out my friend, Ed,
the blue hat geo-tech man, who's
supposedly the enemy of all of us
out there... hefindsmewherever |
am on the job and we have a little
fellowship. As a matter-of-fact, |
gave him a Pattern and a Mr.
Pegelow. He received them gra-
ciously and it’s because of the
power of the Blood. Therearemen
there that I’m finding that love the
Lord, that want to hear. | gave one
of the cement finishers a Mr.

AND
ASKED,
“Do you
HAVE ANY

sition that it is going to be
easy, but | have prayed,
“Lord, | want to belike Jesus.
| want to be numbered among the Sons of God.” Some-
times, it's good that we don’t know the price.

| know I’ ve settled one thing in my mind: To be aloser
inthishour isgoing to be alot tougher than it will beto be
awinner, no matter how tough winning is. You know, the
Olympic guys... Lance Armstrong is not hoping to get
twentieth place. “Yeah, I’vejust got onemorerace, I'll try
for twentieth place.” He's a hog. He wants first place.
Nobody trains to be the bronze medalist. “Oh yes, al |
want isthe Bronze.” No, everybody wants the Gold. Ev-
erybody won't be getting the Gold. The man that hungers
and thirstsafter righteousnesswill be according to the Word
of God. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall befilled. Blessed are
themeek for they shall inherit the earth (Matthew 5:5-6).
Those are attributes of the Son of God. They are attributes
of the nature of God. Meekness is an attribute of love.
There is no such thing as arrogant love. The two things
are oxymoronic. They’remutually exclusive. Loveisthe
nature that gives and gives and gives and gives, especially
the agape love and if we're going to be in that place that
the Son of God wasin, we' ve got alot of work to do. He
has a lot of work to do in us and He's looking for some-
body to say, “Amen. Whatever it takes, Lord.” See, | per-
sonally believe that the time is so very short that the en-
gines have been quickened and the pressure is exponen-
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MORE OF
THEM?”’
) Pegelow, and the next day he said
he’ d read it and he needed another
copy so that he could give it to hiswife. One of theiron
workers read it and asked, “Do you have any more of
them?’ God is placing usin certain places that we might
be ableto affect the residue of humanity that we comeinto
contact with. I1t’s not right for us to just be the sons and
nobody knows it. God help us. Hallelujah. | certainly
covet your prayers. I’m not too muchinto thistwelve hours
aday, six days aweek work schedule, | can tell you that,
especially in the pressure cooker. Seethisface? | mean,
it'sred. You ought to seeit from the inside, it's beet red.
That’swhat ishappening to everybody out there, you know,
and God is working in the midst of every life that is ap-
pointed to sonship.

| tell you what, that Bible Study at Kan-Doo (early
Thursday mornings) istremendous. | missedit thisThurs-
day, but | try to avoid that. Anyway, | thank God for what
He's doing in my life. | thank God for the pressure. |
thank God for the confidence that | have that God deliv-
ered amessageto usin thishour that it might be appropri-
ated. And if we are strong in many parts, then the Body
will be strong as one part.

Let me just finish and we'll close with this scripture
and you're very familiar with it. I'mtelling you, I’'m be-
ing confronted with the things that | did that | shouldn’t
have and the thingsthat | didn’t do that | should have, and
it's not something that you want written on the wall.
Though | speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
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and havenot (love), | am become assounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbal. 2And though | have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and
though | have all faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, and have not (agape), | am nothing. 1 am nothing!
3And though | bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and
though | give my body to be burned, and have not char-
ity, it profiteth me nothing. It seems like those are the
extremesthat we think, “Well, surely thiswould be a defi-
nition of somebody who had the love of God in them.”
Love, verse 4, suffereth long, and iskind. Love envieth
not. Love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up. Hetells
uswhat it isand what it isn't. Verse 5, Doth not behave
itself unseemly. Now see, | have aproblem there. | could
go back and see where | was unseemly and go, “Whew,
man.” UNSEEMLY. ...seeketh not her own, isnot easily
provoked, thinketh no evil. | was thinking a lot of stuff
about that tin thetruth; "Beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Love never
faileth. Never fails! But whether there be prophecies,
they shall fail; whether there betongues, they shall cease;
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For
we know in part, and we prophesy in part. And | think
that's akey. °For we know in part, and we prophesy in
part. *°But when that which is perfect is come, then that
which isin part shall be done away. *When | wasa child,
| spakeasa child, | understood asa child, | thought asa
child: but when | became a man, | put away childish
things. Responsibility! Accountability. And God holds
us accountable and responsible in those areas. When |
wasachild | thought asachild. Maybe we had an excuse,
but now we can’t excuse ourselves because we're men.
2For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face
to face: now | know in part; but then shall I know even
as also | am known. You know, there’'s Somebody who
knows you better than you know yourself. That's what's
scary. God knows us more, He knows the little secret
things, the hidden things, He knows how two things of our
disposition coming together are explosive, like nitro and
glycerin. ...but then shall I know even as also | am
known. You remember the song, “That | may know Him,
wonderful Lord.” Hallelujah. Now abideth faith, hope
and love, agape, these three; but the greatest of these is
agape. Verse 31 of chapter 12. But covet earnestly the
best gifts. Colon. And yet shew | unto you a more excel-
lent way. God help usthat the love of God would flow in
and out. Amen.

| want you to know something: I’'m not sniveling or
complaining, I’mjust reportingtoyou. Andit'sreally pretty
exciting to watch God work, so thank God for His mercy.
Thank God for the prayers of God's people. Thanks for
the Blood. Amen! %/
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CHINA: WE'D NUKE U.S. IF PROVOKED A
OVER TAIWAN

Major general saysBeijing prepared to use WM Ds against
American cities

Posted: July 14, 2005 6:05 p.m. Eastern

© 2005 WorldNetDaily.com

A Chinesemilitary official saysBeijingwill usenuclear
weaponsagainst the U.S. if theAmericans attack theAsian
nation in afight over Taiwan.

“If the Americans draw their missiles and position-
guided ammunition on to the target zone on China sterri-
tory, | think we will have to respond with nuclear weap-
ons,” Zhu Chenghu, a major general in the People's Lib-
eration Army, said at an official briefing, according to the
Financial Times.

Today, however, the Chinese government distanced
itself from the comments.

“What he talked about were just his personal views,”
said Shen Guofang, an assistant minister of foreign affairs.

Speaking at a function organized for foreign journal-
ists, Zhu noted the definition of China'sterritory includes
warships and aircraft.

“If the Americans are determined to interfere [then]
we will be determined to respond,” Zhu said. “We Chi-
nese will prepare ourselvesfor the destruction of all of the
cities east of Xian. Of course, the Americans will have to
be prepared that hundreds ... of citieswill be destroyed by
the Chinese.”

TheFinancia Timesnotes Zhuisaself-acknowledged
“hawk” who haswarned previoudly that Chinacould strike
the U.S. with long-range missiles. But his threat to use
nuclear weaponsin aconflict over Taiwan isthe most spe-
cific by a senior Chinese official in nearly a decade.

Zhuisnot the first Chinese official to mention the use
of nuclear weapons first in a conflict over Taiwan.

Chas Freeman, a former U.S. assistant secretary of
defense, said in 1999 that aPL A official had told him China
could respond in kind to anuclear strike by the U.S. inthe
event of a conflict with Taiwan.

“In the end you care more about L osAngelesthan you
do about Taipei,” Freeman quoted this official as saying.

Though official U.S. policy on Taiwan isthat it is part
of mainland China — the “one China’ policy — President
Bush has said the U.S. would defend theisland republic if

it were attacked by Beijing. 3/
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Kids Chronicles

OuUT OF THE MOUTH OF BABES AND SUCKLINGS HAST THOU ORDAINED
STRENGTH BECAUSE OF THINE ENEMIES, THAT THOU MIGHTEST STILL
THE ENEMY AND THE AVENGER. PsaLm 8:2

r

By Isaac Trotter
A few weeks ago we heard a children’s word from Mrs. Davis. She was talking about the Body
[ ™M and she had alittle man and she would take off some parts of the body, mak-
ing it look like us; when we are not following God, we' re taking parts of our
Body off. So we should start following God at al times. The end.

[y

By Caleb Trotter
I amtrying to be like God, but | liealot. | repent all thetime, but it always comesagainand | lie
again when | know | should not. But thistime | am going to repent and | am never going to lie
again. Theend.
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