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Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life,
whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good
profession before many witnesses. | Timothy 6:12

oInfo Center &

Dear Brethren, June 26, 2005

It seems sometimes that the devil and his minions never rest, and that
being the case, neither should we! Just in case you're feeling a little
sleepy and dull in your spiritual fight, we have included two excellent
words brought by Brother Burt Asbill that will get you back on your
spiritual feet and ready again to fight the good fight of faith. We also
have testimonies from a couple of the K.I.T. staffers that will give you
more food for thought as we all strive to overcome our Adamic natures.
We'd like to draw your attention to the cookbook announcement as well,
and encourage you to order one! Some of the ladies on the K.I.T. staff
have been trying out the recipes already and have found many of them to
be quite tasty!

Remember, if you have or would like to submit anything to us,
please send it to:

News Bulletin, PO Box 409, Mahomet, IL 61853

or you may reach us via email at:
KITBulletin@truevine.net
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The Cookbook Is Here!

At long last,
we've finished...
gathering the recipes,
sorting the recipes,
editing the recipes,
putting them in order,
adding all the pretties,
figuring the layout,
finding a printer for the cover,
deciding on a title,
designing the cover,
printing all the master pages,
re-editing the recipes,
printing out the master pages (again),
shipping it all to Schuyler to print and put together...
then, re-figuring the layout,
printing out the master pages yet one more time,
re-shipping it to Schuyler...
and the cookhook is finished!
We hope you like it!

If you would like to purchase a cookbook, please send:
Your Name
Address
and $10 per cookbook, plus $2 per cookbook for shipping, to:
News Bulletin
PO Box 409
Mahomet, IL 61853 or
buy them direct at the July 4 Convention in Mahomet.
Make checks or money orders payable to: News Bulletin




THE LoGos
& THE RHEMA

BROTHER BURT ASBILL
MaHomeT, IL Decemser 15™, 2002

| appreciated the children’ sword thismorning. Asour sister was
sharing thismorning, therewerealot of different scripturesthat were com-
ing to me concerning the Body of Christ and the place that we are in.
Principally, | believethe Lord isgoing to betalking out of |1 Samuel. I'm
not going to take thetime to read the whole story. Y ou can do that in your
privatetime. That thought on my part could very well be an exercise of
faith. But, I'm going to betalking from the 2™ book of Samuel. I’'m going
to be talking about one of the situations that happened to David. We
know that David wasinaposition of rulingandreigning. | think that that is
somewhat apropostoyouand | and I'll seeif | can’t tieitin herewith what
Sigter Katie was sharing with the children and with us. David wastheking
and we know he had a son called Absalom. His son desired a place of
preeminence that wasn't rightfully his. He wanted that position of being
king. Thecorreation | seeinthat with regard to some of what Sister Katie
was saying is that God has set in the Body certain administrations and,
unfortunately with regard to some of us, those administrations have been
given to other peoplethan ourselves. Unfortunately for us, some of those
peopl€ s personalitiesjust don't jive, meld or mesh with the particular per-
sonality that wemight have. To put it mildly, there seemsto be something
of aclash, there seemsto be something of a confrontation with regard to
those personalities and ours.

Now, the question | would want to ask you thismorningis, “ Does
that change the mind of God concerning those ministries?” Now, I'veaso
found that in certain relationships between husbands and wives you have
this personality difference, thisposition of persondity conflict. Now, if in
the relationship that you have as a husband or awife you find yourself in
that position, my first question would be, “ Do you believeit isthewill of
God that you are married to one another?” And if you are married to one
another, and you are a Chrigtian and you are seeking the Lord, | think that
that questioniskind of moot point, but | am asking the question to prove a
point. There'saword for it and it is called rhetorical. The question is
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rhetorical because in that aspect of that marriage relationship, God was
very much aware of whereit would be at any given point in time from the
beginning, because God is Alphaand Omega. Now, what doesthat mean?
That meansthat God is not only at the beginning and not only at the end,
but He sdso in between. Heisvery much aware of any kind of personal-
ity difficulty that you are going to havein our particular marriagerelation-
ship. Now, I'm using that particular relationship, but you could just about
use any type of relationship in the Body of Christ. Do you understand
what | am saying? All relationshi ps under the covering of God, that have as
their covering a particular Word, have the means programmed within the
Word to bring forth aparticular thing. Did you follow me on that or did |
loseyou? If | am going to build ahouse | want ablueprint, because| don’'t
want the architect to tell mewhat’ sin hismind becauseif hetellsmewhat’'s
in his mind, what | hear may not be what he' stelling me. | want to seeit
down on paper and | want to have dll the dimensionsand al the thingsthat
pertain to the thing that he is wanting me to build in front of me, so that |
might be ableto consult withit at any giventime. Hallelujah. Now, inthe
marriagerelationship or the rel ationshipsthat we have in the Body with the
ministry, we are not necessarily the one who hasthe diagram of thewhole
thing. But we know somebody who does and any time that we run into a
placeof difficulty inthat relationship, it isatransgression that goes against
usif wedo not utilize the data bank that is available to us by virtue of the
Holy Ghost. Did you catch that? It isatransgression that goes against us
because God has given us the means by which we might inquire of Him.
Hallelujah. Most of the time we take the difficulty on ourselves, and it
becomes personality differences and personality conflicts. Unfortunately,
we haveinthat type of asituation, stress, strain and sometimes resentment
and bitterness which, in turn, causes us to lose the Word of ministry that
would cometo us. If we have resentment and bitterness... May | share
with you something here? Y our resentment, your bitterness, or that posi-
tion of stressor strain may bejustified on the basis of the other individual’s
transgression but that does not have any bearing on how God gradesyour
paper. Hello? It makes no difference on how God grades your paper
because God has given you something by which you might access the
totality of wisdom that isin God. Y ou know, God put me under an em-
ployer one time that was very ungodly, and yet | knew that | was in that
position of employment by the hand of God. Y ou know, where | should
have been right, | was aways wrong, and where he should have been
wrong, he was dwaysright. | mean, God just turned the tables on me to
teach me alesson with regard to the things that have to do with authority.
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Hekept metherefor avery longtime. I’'mavery dow learner or | havea
very thick head, and it took a lot of driving of the 2x4 to get the point
acrossthat God isthe Alphaand Heisthe Omegaand Heiseverythingin
between. Hallelujah. If you areinany typeof situationinany giventimeby
the hand of God, or by the Word of God, you have a responsibility to
perform and act in accordance with the Word that you got. Did | loseyou
on that one? | mean, there is something in the Word of God. | believe,
now you may not think that thishas anything to do with David and Absalom,
but | believethat it hasalot to do, in the aspect of the Word of God andin
theframework of the commission and the position that God gave David. If
you would take the aspect of humanity under the auspices of Satan, you
couldjust aswell put the name*“ Absalom” on it because Absalom wanted
the position and place of authority that was rightly another’s. Now this
worksontwo different levels. Thisworksonanindividua level pertaining
to your own persona private environment, your soul: your mind, your
emotions, and your desires. Paul isvery eloquent about it in Romans. If
you want to go there, | believeitisRomans 7:21-25. Y ou can read of the
position of warfare that goes on. My mother had asaying. | don’t know
if you heard it asmuch as| did, Barak, when you wereliving with her. But
sheoften said to me, “ Burt, you are your ownworst enemy.” 'Y ou areyour
own worst enemy. | never really understood what she was saying until a
time down the road when | began to find out how my sdlf rises up in the
midst of thedisciplining of God and beginsto be presumptuous and some-
timesintellectuaizes, which means mentally thinking out in areasonable
manner and in areasonableway how to begin towork against thisposition
or this place of being uncomfortable.

We have beenin many different placesin thelast threeweeks. We
went to Colorado after going to Schuyler. | want to tell you, those meet-
ingsin Schuyler were very good mesetings. For me persondly, very diffi-
cult, but neverthelessthey were very good meetings. Hallelujah! | hearda
testimony everywhere wewent from many different people asto how much
they were ministered to by God in the midst of them. We went from
Schuyler to Colorado. In Colorado, the Lord gave me aWord. Now, |
don’t goto every place with the same sermon becauseit doesn’t work that
way. God workswith me by giving methe Word, usualy when | comein
thedoor. Asl get up, Hebeginsto developit, and it isalways aWord that
is pertinent to the circumstance and the situation of the placethat | amin.
W, one of the themes that has been in the midst of the Words that God
hasgivento meisthat themeof tribulation. 'Y ou can either cal meatribulating
preacher or aman that brings aword about tribulation. Maybe do both.
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Maybe my capacity inthe Body isto do both. But | want to say something
to you that there is no Word that God gives to me that there is not some
sort of tribulation that comes onthetail end of theword that my wife, much
to her chagrin sometimes, and | haveto walk through. It struewith every-
one that has the Word of God and has the courage and the tenacity to
share that Word with someone else. You don't have to get up here to
shareit. You can shareit on the phone, you can share it a work, you can
shareit at the grocery store, wherever you go there should be something of
the Word that you have that isin you.

There' s something €l se of atheme that God has given me over the
past several months and that is atheme that hasto do with what the Word
calsWord, asit is used in John, the first chapter. There John begins to
explain the existence and sustenance and the substance of what God is
with regard to the Word being what it is. Now, you and | can never come
to an intellectual understanding or an interpretation of what Johnisreally
saying, but we can cometo aplace of understanding if, in the midst of the
Logos, we arewaiting upon God. | could just say it very smply that, inthe
midst of the Logos, the Rhema speaks. But you wouldn’t really know
what | mean by Rhema if you haven’t really gotten into the Word and
began to study and to dissect it and to ask God to makeit aredity to your
soul. Hallelujah. | believethat we who have arelationship with the Word
become a part and a piece of that Word to the degree that we believe the
Word. That’ swhy you have some people who are very much interested in
saving people. Have you ever noticed peoplewho areinterested in saving
people? Why? Because something of a Word has been spoken to them
and in the speaking of the Word to them, something happened to them that
they thought was redlly incredible. And in thinking about the incredible-
ness of the Word, and meditating and praying upon it, thereis something of
that Word that begins to work and interweave itself within the fabric of
what we call soul. Salvation became a part of their emotions; salvation
became apart of their desires; salvation became apart of their mind. So,
whenever you meet them, what comes out of them is salvation. Isn't that
tremendous? Now, some of ushave Word, and it’ slike Word that isinthe
pantry. It'slike Word that has been stored. | should say, it's even worse
than being inthe pantry. It'scanned. It’'sbeen pressure canned. It'sbeen
put into acan and had alid put down on it and put in apan and boiled and
vacuum-sedled, so that it is preserved. Someday, someplace, sometime,
usualy inthe event of crisis, wewant to pull it out. But there'sone prob-
lem with that. It seems like, when it comes time to clean house, those
thingsthat sit on a shelf for atime always get thrown out or given away.

7



Because, “Whenwill | ever useit? When havel ever usedit?’ It'sjuston
the shelf taking up space. Hallelujah. Y ou know, whilel’mtalkingto you
I’m talking to you in the Spirit and there should be a multitude of verses
that are coming to your mind. Not just because you know the Bible, but
becausethe Holy Ghost is speaking to you with regard towhat I' m saying,
but He' sgiving you somedifferent perspective of theWord or thereality of
it. So, I’'m sharing with you what Rhemaisin me. Do you understand? |

believewhat I'm saying. Halelujah! What I’ m saying to you is coming
forthfromthe Logosinme. Hello. Asl’m speaking, as|’ m meditating on
the Logos, and as| yield myself to the Holy Ghogt, that Holy Ghost takes
that Logos that isin me, brings it out and when | speak it, it becomes
Rhema. Now, that Rhema has a power and an ability that the church has
not comprehended. It hasthe ability to create withinyou somethingthat is
caled Logos. Thereis adeposit of something that God takes out of that
supernatural realm of what we call Spirit and He brings it down and He
moves it within the fabric and the framework of your soul. When it goes
into your soul, it'sathought or an intent that comes from outside of your
personal consciousness. In that form, the Bible callsit the Logos. Now,

we as human beings try to make the Logos, Rhema. But it doesn’t work
because it takes something other than flesh or intellect, it takes something
other than mental gyrations to bring forth the vitality that isin the Word.
That' swhy the scripture says, “ The Word killeth and the Spirit maketh life”

(I1 Corinthians 3:6). Y ou can't takejust the Logosinyou. That Logoshas
to beassimilated. It'sno different than you eating a piece of steak. If you
eat apiece of steak, that steak isintrouble. From the moment that it'son
your plate, if you like steak, it'sintrouble. | like steak and my steak can
disappear pretty quickly. First of al, you have the knife and the fork to
work over the steak. Well, even before that you have the fire. Now just
imagine you as that piece of meat. | want you to put yoursdlf in the place
of the piece of meat in the aspect that when the Word comes to you, it
comesto youin thefashion of rawness. But it hasthe power to impregnate
you. It has the power to penetrate through the consciousness of your
being, of your humanity and get down into the nitty gritty and it becomes,
as it were, entrenched in the womb of your soul. Now, | don’t want to
offend you this morning but | don’'t know how else to describe to you the
way that the Word works in you in order for you to really comprehend.
Hallelujah! But, as the Word comes into you, now, God has a problem.

He' s got to make that Logos something that is not alien to your environ-
ment. He's got to bring something of the realness of that Word to your
position, your place of experience. So what does He have to do? He has
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to put youintribulation. He hasto push youto where you are beyond your
ability as ahuman being to cope. He hasto put you in to the midst of the
fire. Y ou know, Texas Roadhouse, when we go there to eat, | dwayslike
to stand over there by that big window where they are cooking the steaks
and | watch those people as they put those steaks on the grill. They dap
that steak down on the grill and they don’t kind of tenderly lay it on there,
you know. They kind of walk around it and move it around. They got
those tongs and they got those forks and they got those tweezers and they
pick that piece of meat up and they dap it down. They take something and
pressthe juice out of it and those flames, they roar up out of there and all
the smoke goes up and the meat turns from red to brown and from brown
to black. Boy, and then it comes out on my plate. Oh boy, does it smell
succulent. We are supposed to be asweet smelling savor beforethe Lord.
Hallelujah. Only by fire can you get that flavor and get that savor whereby
others, when they smell us, their mouth beginsto water. | think it wasyou
that prayed thismorning, wasn't it? “Drink my Blood and eat my flesh.”
Hallelujah! Thereissomething in al of that that God isworking on with
regard toyou and I. It isthe Word that we have received, brethren, and |
believethat wearelivingintheendtime.

Now, brethren, listen to me, | want you to keep in mind wherewe
started. | don’t want you to lose track of the thought of the position of
David in his rightful position, his position and his place of ruling by the
authority and by the hand of God. | don’t want you to forget that there
was someonewho wasrelated to him by blood that rose up without thought
and without compassion to move against him, to usurp his position and to
takethat authority unto himself. Hallelujah. Thisiswhat | amtalking about
with regard to you and | on an individua basis and aso on a collective
level. Brethren, | believethat youand | arelivinginthelast days. | believe
that there are troubles, trials and tribulations coming to us that we can’t
even fathom. We can talk about it, and we can say we believe it, but |
don't believethat weredly believeit. It' samazing.

| was listening to the preachers on the radio who seem to be get-
ting the message. | was listening to this man, this preacher, and | under-
stand that he is a genuine article. | don't know him persondly, but I’ve
listened to him atime or two, and | really like what he had to say on this
particular tape that | was listening to. Praisethe Lord. HisnameisDr.
Kennedy. He s out of Pensacola, Florida. | don’t know what his denomi-
nationa affiliation is, | don’t care. But he was bringing a word talking
about theinvisible hand of God. What | enjoy about some of these preach-
ersisthey redlly dotheir research. They really dotheir research. Thisman
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was talking about theinvisible hand of God. And he was going back into
the scripture from Genesisall theway up to Jesus' day. Hewasreiterating
the prophecies of destruction that God had prophesied against the various
nations, not only to the land of Isradl but He also prophesied against the
Babylonians, and He prophesied against the Medes and the Persians. He
also spoke about Jesus when he prophesied about the destruction of the
temple. Ashewasgoing over these accounts, He said, “ Did you see God
inactuality coming down and movinginto aset of circumstancesand doing
what He said Hewas going to do? He always used animplement.” Now,
I’'m paraphrasing the man’s word. But if you want to know what it is
literally you can probably go on theinternet and find him, and you can get
histape. 1t wasavery good word. It wastalking about theinvisible hand
of God. He showed time and time and time and time again, how God used
natura things, such as kings and nations to fulfill the Word of God and
bring to pass the judgment of God that God had said would come to a
nation that had forsaken Him. He went right from that time of the Old
Testament into the mid-time and into our time. He used the example of
September the 11 as an aspect of the hand of God' sjudgment. Now, this
isnot my word, thisishisword. He sinthe nomina church. Very much
involved in al that. He' sgot Dr. in front of hisname. But, nevertheless,
thereis something that heis showing us regarding history and the current
eventsthat are coming to passfulfilling God' sWord. Hewassayingthat it
isgiving him an awarenessand afear. Hethen he went into the scripture,
Il Chronicles 7:14, If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land. He then went into the geo-political arena
of the United States. He says, since the bombing, since the destruction of
the two towers, since that time, California has adopted a ten-point pro-
gram in the public schoolsto indoctrinate children from the age of kinder-
garten up through the age of high school about the benefits of an alternate
lifestyle. Hethen told us of the ACLU suing in various states, to remove
the phrase “Under God.” There were severa other points that he was
making with regard to the aspect of what was in diametric opposition to
thethought of theinvisible hand asit has moved in judgment against us.
Now | would like to ask you aquestion. Given the responseon a
geo-political arena as well as a geo-humanic level, do you think that the
judgment that God administered on September the 11" is all that we will
see or experience? If that judgement obtains the desired response that it
was supposed to do, what do you think God will alow to happen next?
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Wéll, | can tell you some of what I’ m aware of by dreams and visions. |
have had dreams, as well as others around me who have had dreams, of
desolation, of carswithout gas, of houseswithout electricity, of cupboards
that had no food in them. What are you and | going to do? The people of
Hiroshimawent to bed thinking that they were victorious. Their govern-
ment was not telling them that they were on therun. Their government was
not telling them that the United Statesand the Allied forceswereclosingin
on their borders. They went to bed thinking that everything wasthe same
as it was the day before, and it would be the same tomorrow. Some of
them never woke up. They were the ones that were blessed because
some of them that woke up, and to this day, those that were remaining
have suffered horribly in the catastrophic thing that had happened. It'snot
so much what tragedy happens, or the physical position of trouble, but
what really, really concerns me about my position, in lieu of the Word that
God has spoken to me, isthat | will have to stand before God. | am going
to be judged in accordance with what He has given me to do and how |
have done it. | am going to stand next to other people who have done
more than | have done with lessthan what I’ ve been given.

You know we can't dl be Reese Howells. I've had to struggle
with thisfor avery longtime. Y ou understand? Because | read about this
man, | read about his story, and what aman of God hewas. | read about
C.T. Studd, what aman of God! What suffering that they endured. If | put
it in comparison with my own life, I'm way down here. I'm not even
talking about Jesus Chrigt, now, I’ mtalking about saints. Halldlujah! What
am | next to Hudson Taylor? If you really want something, really, really
want something, what am | next to a man that was 28 years old? David
Brainerd. Hallelujah! What am | in comparison to that place of his sacri-
fice? If that isn't enough for you, if that doesn’t suit your fancy, go into the
Word and read the description of the persecution and the suffering that
Jesusallocated for Himsdlf. It isthe same position and the place of suffer-
ing that He allocated for those that were called by His name and were
given the Word of sonship. You go into John 17. |I'm telling you some-
thing, I’'mtelling you that we' re going to bed tonight thinking that tomor-
row is going to be the same and when tomorrow is the sameit’s going to
lull you into a position of lethargy and passivity because you say, “Wédll,
nothing happened today.” And tomorrow, nothing will happen tomorrow.
But, I'mtelling you something. Oneday, oneplace, onetimethere’ sgoing
to be ahappening and when it happens, youand |, if we haven’t donewhat
God has commanded us to do, what God has delegated us to do, what
God has legidated us to do, we are going to be the ones who suffer the
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most. Hallelujah.

| want you, just for amoment, to turn over to John 17. | want you
to look at something here. | challenge you to get into your scripture and
prove mewrong. Hallelujah. If youdon'tlikewhat | preach, then you get
into the Word and you find something in the Word and you come to me
and let us comparedoctrine. John17. | want youtolook at it. Y ou know
something? Sometimes, the only word that | can describe humanity init's
position of smug intellectual reasoningis*“stupid.” Now I’ m not applying
that to anyonein particular, so don’t go out of here saying that | called you
stupid. | didn’t say that. What | said isthat we give humanity theright and
the ability to dictate to us a human response to a divine situation. It's
nothing but stupid. Not only isit stupid, it's suicide. Do you know we
shake our heads when we read the paper. “Oh my, how stupid, the guy
shot himself inthe head. How stupid.” And yet thereis spiritual suicide.
Thereisan act that we commit against ourselvesthat isspiritua suicide. If
you tell me, “Burt, 25 feet up ahead of you thereisacavern, it is 200 feet
deep and thereis no way that you can walk acrossit. Thereisno way that
you can avoid it. Don’'t go that way.” Hallelujah. If | run helter-skelter
down that path, ignoring your voice and your warning, what's going to
happen to me? Was | taken by surprise? What did | do? | committed
suicide. There's something that terrifiesmein regard to that. Y ou don't
have to believe thisway, but | believeit, because | believeit's scriptural
that a man who commits suicide eliminates a possibility of regeneration.
Heignoresthe hand of God, he ignoresthe help of God. He rejects Jesus
Chrigt as the epitome of his salvation, and he goes out of life into hell.
Now, if that istruein that scenario, how much moretrueisitinaspiritua
senseand aspiritual positionif Godisworking with mein regard to theend
time and the Word that has been given to me and | ignore the attributes of
that Word, or the dictate, or the demand of that Word and | getinvolvedin
some mitigated position of self-pity and | begin to lament the fact of the
matter of thetribulation and thetroublethat I' min? Hallelujah. | appreci-
ated the attitude of David, although David was reaping what he had sown,
you know. But | appreciated hisposition of submitting to the humiliation.
When the man came out, who wasit? Shimel came out and cursed David.
Andthe sons of Zeruiah rose up and said, “ L et me go over and take off the
head of thefool.” David said, “Leavehimalone! Lest God has provoked
himto curseme.” Y ou know, at that point, you might think that it was a
finished matter. But you know, God isthe Alphaand Omega. David had
thefinal say-so. Hetold hisson, Solomon, “Let hisgray hair not go down
tothegraveinpeace’ (11 Kings2:6). And Solomon, in hiswisdom, let the
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man write hisown epitaph. A foolish and unwiseman. Helost hislifefor
the sake of what he thought was his possession. Y ou know, if he had one
servant he probably had half adozen. And yet herisked the entirety of his
being. How much more for you and 1?

Let's go into John 17 and look at verse 12, While | was with
them in the world, | kept them in thy name: that those that thou
gavest me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of per-
dition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. Oh boy. That brings up
awholenew level, awhole new position. “The son of perdition.” Thereis
aspirit that worksinthe heart of man. It'scalled, well, | can’treally call it
human because it' s kind of a melding and a merging of demonic and hu-
man. It's where they meld and merge together and they become as one
flesh so that you can’t tell the demon from the man or the man from the
demon. Hallelujah. TheBiblecallsit the son of perdition. Asyoual are
aware, the son of perdition was in the midst of the twelve. Now, if you
could look at that twelve, if you would, asawhole, with Jesus Christ asthe
head. Some were the hands, some were the arms, some were the feet,
somewerethelegs. Yetinthemidst of that framework, inthe midst of that
body there wasthe spirit of perdition that was working in the midst of the
different members to bring about arebellion, to bring about a position of
resistance, to bring desolation and destruction. And to bring, asit were,
the whole of the body down to a place to where it would not be able to
fulfill or accomplish the Word of God. Canyou seeitinthat light? Am|
losing you? I’'m not putting you to leep am 1? All right. He says, “I’'ve
given them, I’ ve kept them all, except the son of perdition, that the scrip-
turesmight befulfilled.” Boy!

You know, if | am aware that there is this particular spirit in the
midst of the Body, inthisBody in particular, if thereisawill, if thereisa
mind set, if thereisan emotion, or if thereisadesirethat iscontrary to the
will of God, it would seem to me that | would be doing whatever | could
do to resist that manifestation. If | want to curse, | don’t curse. If | want
to dough off, | don't dough off. If | don’t want to meet together, | meet
together. | do anything and everything that isin opposition. But thereis
something of apassivity about our humannessthat likesthingsto cometo
us instead of our going to them. Halldujah! All of those people at that
table, every one of them werelooking and saying, “Isit1? Isit1? Isit1?
Thereissomething of that malady which existsinthe Body today. Weare
sitting and submitting, as it were, to the spirit of the son of perdition, the
spirit that wantsto make usdiabolical, that wants to move the framework
and the government of salf into our soul so that we become amanifestation
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of hell itself! It is asthough we are looking for some kind of wand to be
waved over us, “Abracadabra, magical, magical.” POOF! That'sfairy
tale. That'sdemonsfor little children, by theway. Hesays, “1 have given
themthy Word.” Word. That “word,” look it up, that word means L ogos.
| want to read to you what it says about the Logos. John 1:1, In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. It says that all things were made and you could just take out
“Him” and say “Logos.” Now turnthe page. Or at least in my Bible you
have to turn the page. And the Logoswasin theworld, and the world, or
the cosmos that was made by the Logos refused, REFUSED! Refused!
The refused to accept Him as their creator! They refused! Oh! Bad
people. Bad people. Bad people. They were. They were bad people.
Jesus said, “I have given them...” What? My Logos! My Logos! I'm
back in Johnl7, by the way. The cosmos, same word, same position,
same experience, hath what? Hated them. Have you ever been in the
presence of someone who redly didn't like you? Was it a comfortable
place to be? Woas there a camaraderie and a place of fellowship with
them? Was there something of companionship that was moving between
thetwo of you inthe midst of that situation? No. Absolutely not. Doesn’'t
work that way. The Logos, now, verse 14, | have given them thy word
(Logos); and the world (cosmos) hath hated them, because they are
not of the world, even as | am not of the world. | am using these
words because they arethewordsin which they arewritten. Yougoinand
look them up. Study to show yourself approved.

Y ou know, there was adream that came forth here not to long ago
of what was happening to the Logos. Can you imagine? Can you really
imagine? Y ou would think that we would treat it as something precious.
Y ouwould think that wewould listentoit. Y ouwould think that wewould
dissectit. Do you know what the L ord said wewere doing with it? Dump-
ing it on the ground. Dumping it on the ground! Spewing it out on the
ground, on the earth to be trodden upon, to be defiled, that the birdswould
comeand have afeast. Halelujah! “I have giventhemthy Logos.” Turn
with me back into John 1:11. He came, the Logos, unto His own and
His own received Him, the Logos, not. Oh yes. Go down to versel4,
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
graceandtruth. Full, full, full, full, full of graceand glory. Wego around
groaning about this, mumbling about that, talking bad about this, talking
bad about that. Wetake out thisdirty underwear and put it upon the shelf,
put it upon the table and cut it up with aknife and serve it out! To one
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another! God said that we had been given, as it were, a ministry of
reconciliation whereby the L ogos reconcilesthe cosmos unto God through
Hisdivine sacrifice of theissuance of Hisblood. Theissuanceof Hislife,
Hegaveforth so that ministry hasbeen givenunto us. Hallelujah, Halelu-
jah, Haldujah.

Wéll, we havethe story of David and Absalom. Now, David, how
can | say it? It was apiece of David. It wasapart of David. It was his
blood, it was hisson. David evidently had some sort of affection for this
son, becausein hisinstruction hewent diametricaly against thewill of God.
He said, “ Spare, spare, spare my son, Absalom, spare him. Spare him!”
Andsoitiswithyouand|l. Wewant self to be pampered, wewant it to be
petted! We want people to fed sorry for us. We want to have people to
commiserate with us. Now listen to me, brethren, if the shoe don't fit,
don’t wear it and don’t get mad at mefor putting it out on the floor for you
totry it on. Halelujah! Comeon. Come on, come on, come on.

There is a scripture in the Word that talks about your and my
relationship with the world. It says, “If a man does not forsake dl, if he
doesnot forsakedl.” Shall we get alittle more specific? He says, “For-
sakeyour father, forsake your mother, forsake your husband” (L uke 14:26).
Now, that doesn’t mean you go out and get divorces. It means that you
commit yoursdlf, your soul, and your position of experiencetotally, totaly,
absolutely, unto God! We become, as it were, one nation under God!
There was something of a prophetic desire of God in the writing of the
U.S. Condtitution! Glory to God! But it's not our congtitution as sons of
God. The cosmos constitution saysthat everyoneis endowed with certain
inalienablerightsand we havetheright to maintain our position of rightness
with regard to thoserights. “Don’'t tread onme.” History, asfar asweare
concerned, has again and again and again validated our position of strength
and defiance in the eyes of God. The shaking of our fist. The churchis
supposed to have power!

| was blessed in how the church rose up againgt that thing that was
happening on the East Coast. It wasn't the smartness of the police that
captured that man. It wasn't even his dumbness that caused him to be
captured. It was the moving of prayer and the intercession of God to
move in the midst of that devastation, yet many of us can sit and watch it
and we're not moved! It really does not take very many to start arevival.
Did you know that the 1906 reviva started with 4 or 5 elderly women
down in abasement praying for arevival and for fireto fall from heaven?
Wasn't no great preacher, wasn't no healer, wasn't no great prophet, wasn't
no apostle. Four ederly women who, down deep in their soul were desir-
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ing for amanifestation, atouch from God. They got down on their knees
day after day after day after day. | don’'t know how long they travailed in
prayer, but what | do know isthat thefirefel! Halldujah! Halelujah! We
have the story of Elijah! There he was, sitting on the hill and they sent a
captain and hisfifty (11 Kings1:9-15). “Ohman of God, comedown! Right
now! You come down here! The king doth demand your presence! You
comedown!” | don’t read that he got very excited about it. Hesaid: “If | be
aman of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume this captain
and hisfifty.” Do you know that it took one moretime of burned ashesand
stinking human flesh to get theideaacrossto the man that came crawling up
there? “Oh man of God, oh man of God, oh man of God, oh man of God,
please, please, please spare my life.” You're talking about power in the
church! Y ou' retalking about aplace of righteousness! Y ou cannot doit if
you' reminding your own business. Y ou cannot doitif you'reinvolvedin
your career. Y ou cannot doit if you' reinvolved inthe establishment and the
position of your kingdom. Y ou're going to get alittle piece of God and a
wholelot of other things. A little piece of God and awhole magnitude of
other things. By thetimeyou' refinished, you' vegot alittlebit of God down
hereand all these other things.

Wesingthesongtimeand again, “1 wanttobelikeYou.” “Let me
hear Y our small voicethrough all the worldly noise” Jesussaid, “I have
given them thy word and the world...” We liketo say, “World! You're
world, that’ sworld, over thereisworld...” What about world herein the
soul realm? Let me read ascripture for you. Romans 8. Turn with meif
youwould. Letusreadwhat Jesus Christ hasto say about that position. It
says, verse 5, For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the
flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For the
carndly minded... Could| say thosethat havethe cosmosimplantedintheir
consciousness? Cosmos of them, cosmos of palitics, cosmos of financia
success, cosmos of salf-importance. Comeon! Cosmos of pre-eminence,
wanting to bein aposition of being pre-eminent! And you know, some of us
manifest, I'm not saying ushere, but us collectively, manifest our position of
pre-eminencein waysthat wedon’t really consider wanting to be pre-emi-
nent. Hallelujah. Some of us manifest our position of pre-eminenceinthe
self-induced ignorance that we maintain with regard to the Word. Jesusis
knocking on thedoor and weturn the blender up. “Knocking? Who' sknock-
ing? | don't hear aknocking.” Turntheradioon. Blast it out becausewe
don’t want to hear something that might make us convicted. Hallelujah!

He saysto be carnally minded isdeath (Romans8:6). Y ou know |
think theterminology “carna” isthe Christian malady. | don't think it'sa
heathen malady. | think carnality isthe mixture of religion and God. It be-
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comes something religious, but it’snot God. Do you know you cantake a
littlebit of truth that’ struetruth and mix it with alittle bit of world that isnot
true and that the truth becomes untruth? Do you know what the Biblecdlls
it? Deception. For to beworldly, carndly, worldly minded, to have cosmos
and Logosthrown in the pot together, mixed up al together isdeath. Now,
brethren, let metell you something. Deathisnot just the expiring of one's
breath. Deathisaspirit andit’ sworking not just tokill youinaphysica way.
It sworking to kill you in aspiritual manner. Satan wantsto change your
position, your destiny. Heknowsthat he hasthe potentidity to doit, do you
know that? Because heisaware of what the scripture says. It saysinmy
Biblein oneof the gospel sthat Jesus Christ said that in that day when Jesus
comesmany aregoing to say, “Well, did we not prophecy inyour name? Did
we not cast out devils in your name? Did we not heal the sick in your
name?’ What did Jesus say? “I don’'t know you. | have not had that
intimaterelationship. Y ou did not alow meto enter into your soul. Youdid
not givemeyour emotions. Y ou did not give meyour mind, you did not give
meyour ambition, you did not give meyour will. Youjust gavemelip ser-
vice. | don'tknow you.” Lest there’ sany doulbt, you go read that portion of
scripture (Matthew 7:21-23). They thought they were OK. TheBiblesays,
Romans 8:6, For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Now listen to what happens when you have
both of those entitiesin asmall environment. Verse7, Becausethecarnal
mind is enmity against God. Doesthat sound likeawar? Enmity? Do
you know what aggravated animosity is? Aggravated animosity. Y ou know,
you can have animosity and nobody really knowsthat you have animosity.
But if you have aggravated animasity, your animosity becomesan entity or a
provoking thought that motivates you to aggravate and irritate and to hurt
that which you haveanimodty againg. Verse 7, ...for itisnot subject tothe
law of God, neither indeed can be. Do you think Absalom was subject?
Weawaysliketo say “ husbandsand wives,” right? “Wives, submit your-
selvesto your husbands.” But you know, get outside of that way of thinking
because God does not lead you by one avenue by which to reach Him.

| am reminded thismorning of avision that cameforthin one of the
servicesthat was herein thisroom. The vision was that of ayoung child
riding inthe backseat of acar. Andinthemidst of thetraveling, therewas
some sort of atercation and the boy got mad. In histemper tantrum, Hello?
In hisself-interest, when hewas not getting hisway, hesaid, “ I’ mgoing to
show you | don’t haveto takethis, | don’t haveto submit to thistype of an
environment.” Hemoved in anger to move out of thedoor. He opened the
door, got out and dammed the door, with every intention of going back into
thedoor after hefelt like everybody had suffered enough. Problem was, he
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couldn’t get the door open and the car moved on without him. | think collec-
tively, aswell asindividualy, if the shoefits, we better start examining the
foot.

There' s some scriptures that I ve been looking up these last few
weeksthat have the phrase, “ Consider your way.” “Consider your way.”
I'mgladthatit' sGod that hasthereins. I'mgladthat it's God that hasHis
hand on the switch that controls the door locks. Because only He knows
when thecup of iniquity isfull. Only Heknows; we don’t know and that’s
why we should be, as it were, fearing God. | see God move in certain
individua’ ssituationsand it puts atrepidationin my soul lest | should find
mysalf in some similar set of circumstances. | listen to what comes my
direction. Hello? | listentoit, | goto God about it, | goto peopleabout it, |
have them pray with me asto whatever it isthat could have some sort of
disastrous affect on my positionin the Lord!

Y ou know, | was saying something earlier about the saintsthat have
gone on before us, and | was saying something about thefact that we can't
al belikethem. | don't realy know if God expectsusto belikethem. But
He expects usto put our dl into the Word that we have received with the
sametenacity, the same sacrifice asthey expended with the Word that they
had received! Hdlelujah. Haleujah.

We are dl given something of the gift of the measure of Christ.
Ephesians saysthat inthe 4™ chapter. Weall can’'t bethesame. But weall
have something that God hasgiven us. Some of us havetenacity and endur-
ance. Y ou know, the person who gets the most praisein the building of a
houseisusudly theguy that’ sintherelast. Likethefinish carpenter. “Oh!
What amarvelousjob hedid! Beautiful, beautiful, beautiful!” Y ou don’t
hear anything about the studs under thedrywall. And yet, without the studs,
all of the beauty of the finished carpentry could not exist. Some of those
studs stand year after year after year after year after year with the pressure
of thecosmos pressing, pressing, pressing. Andthey giveof their substance,
they giveof their being, they give of their energy, they give of their lifel No
recognition onanatural plain, anatural level! Y et, without them we could
not have the beautty of thefinished product. Sometimes, weas Christian can
become disoriented, or sometimeswe become somewhat discouraged. I've
heard time and time again from some of these dear saintsin the Body of
2x4's, “I'm not doing anything.” And yet in their doing and their abiding
thereissubstance and strength that ispouring into the Body of Christ giving
ustheahility to continue and to complete. My fear, my trepidationis, “My
God, keep them, keep them, keep them, keep them, strengthen them!
Strengthen them!  There is something eterndly, my God!” | am praying,
“God, givethem ataste of eternity, notin that they go from heretothere. |
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aminneed of their strength! God, blessthem! Givethem areveation of the
eternity of God and let them continueto pour their strength into the fabric of
thishouse!” I’ ve seen some of them giveup. Giveup! Just giveup! I'm
not condemning them. But it wasbecausethe Body did not recognizing the
value and the necessity of theintegrity that they provided. Pray! Weneed
to be people of prayer that pray! Oh hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Halldlujah. My prayer for thebody of Christis, “God, givemealittlemore
time. | need just alittle moretime. | need just alittle moretime. | need
something, God. We need that time, there needs to be more of an aware-
ness of the fact of the time we're living in and the Word we have. God,

we' reso sdf-centered. We'resofragile!” That'sonething about eggsthat
| don’t want to belike. We havethisfriend, and helikeshiseggscookedin
away that wecall them “rubber eggs.” Y ou know, you fry them so hard that
if you drop them on thefloor, they bounce. | don’'t wanttobean egginthe
fact of being fragile, that somebody hasto handle mewith kid glovesandin
such amanner, such away for fear that | will break and messthem all up!

We need to be tough in the Lord, tough in the Lord, tough in the Lord!

Tough! IntheLord! Thick skin! That tabernacle was covered in badger
skin, do you know, it' snot very pretty, but it stough. It stough! Y ou could
put sun onit, you could put wind oniit, you could put rain onit, you could blow
sandagaing itand it would till abide! 1t would till tent, it would il protect!

Ohhalldlujah! Let usnot belike Absalom who took thethings of the King-

domfor granted and thought that he could possessit without due order. The
end result wasthe sin of fornication that was shouted from the housetop, an
open place of defilement before the whole house of Israel. Do you know,

that’ swhat we do when we submit to the spirit of flesh? That’ swhat we do
when we submit to the spirit of individual personaity. Rights? They don't
have any rights, yesthey do, they havearight if God rel easesthem and the
devil usesthem against them, they have aright! Submit to the dealings of

God! Submit totheWord of Godthat isinside of you! Allow that Word to
havethe ability to dowhat it’ ssupposed to do.

Onelast scripture. John 17:18, Asthou hast sent me, the Logos,
into theworld, the cosmos, even so havel also sent theminto theworld.
YAnd for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they also might be sancti-
fied through thetruth. Now listen, you need to print thisverseout. Put it
onyour door, put it onyour mirror, putitinyour car. Verse 20, Neither pray
| for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on methrough
their word. What are you going to do with the Word that isin you? What
are you going to do with the Word that isin you? Weknow in | John 1.1,
what John said about the Word. “Wehavetouchedit, we have handled it.”
God blessyou.
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AreYou Pleased
WithMe?

By Terry Smith

Yesterday and this morning are so very preciousto me. Why?
WEéll, | have been asking God to let me know if I'm headed in the right
direction spiritually, or to quickly correct me. By faith | know only to
continueintheway of the Word I’ m hearing and theleadings of the Holy
Spirit. | trust youaremoresureof yourself intheLord. | pray you are, but
| fed ahbit out there by mysalf sometimes. | liveadistancefromthelocal
Body and I’'m not aware of any true believersin my town to fellowship
with. | know of many different denominational “ Chrigtians’ inmy town,
and al so some non-denominational “ Christians’ in my town. Someare
very preciousand sincereintheir loveof the Lord, but | know | cannot be
onewith them and so far | haven’t had anyone want to come back to me
for more of what | have.

Do you ever fed physically alone? Do you ever fed spiritually
alone? | hopenoat, but if you should—I heard oncethisexcellent thought
that haskept methrough many dark days/nights.

Whenwefed that God isthefarthest from us; it isactually when
HeisHisvery closesttous.

Whenever | feel alonging for fellowshipinthe Lord —or just to
check for confirmation of my direction or focus, | remind myself of this
preciousWord. Yes, even the scripture confirmsthisin Proverbs 18:24, A
man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and thereis a
friend that sticketh closer than abrother. Andalsoin Hebrews 13:5,
L et your conversation bewithout covetousness; and be content with
such things asye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee. | call these “Keepers.” What isa“Keeper”? A verse,
thought, idea, or concept of something about our God and Hisdivine na-
ture, that immediately brings aconfidencein God, or brings me back to
that place of faith, trust, and hope. They remind methat | am being care-
fully taken care of by Christ Jesus. I’'m sorry to say, but | have had mo-
mentswhere | have needed to encourage myself inthe Lord. David was
always speaking forth “ K eepers’ to encourage himsalf inthe L ord.

Unfortunately, our adversary isconstantly trying to undermine our
confidenceandtrustintheLord. When | amhit extremely hard, | haveto
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speak to my soul or remind myself of thetender, loving care our
Lord Jesus Christ has towards us. | have to remind my soul to obey
“righteousnessunto holiness’ (Romans6:19).

Because our walk must be one of faith, where like Hebrews 11
and 12, we are citizens to a city we have not yet seen (new Jerusalem),
andthislifehereisnot our reality, but theeternity with Christisour redlity,
it can beabit awkward to beled inaway we have never been before, and
by faith continuewithout seeing, feding, tasting, or touching anythinginthe
natural realm. Weare only to continue oninthethingsthat we have* seen,
felt, tasted, smelled, or touched” of the Lord and eternity in the spiritual
realm. Hhhhmmm! A bit difficult to do sometimes. Thatiswhy | had been
asking the Lord to either confirm or correct me. | want to be walking
straight with my focusand priority being to comeforthin Hisimageand
likeness. Knowing | still havean awful lot to learn of Him, | just needed
His encouraging. Perhapsyou have not needed to be encouraged. You
aremost blessed indeed then. | find themorel learn of Yeshua, theless|
amandthemoreHeis.

Weéll, after much stripping away of “1,” and “ME,” | wasinneed
of abit of HIM. Last night it began. God began to respond to the cry of
my heart for Histouch. Not at all what one might think, asamatter of a
fact, | didn’t redly redlizeit wasanswering my cry to the Lord until after it
had happened. Let meshare: One of the brethren called me out of the blue
for areason that wasnot spiritual. Thisonebegan sharinganddidn’t even
know that they were responding to the Holy Spirit to meet aneed of mine.
When | got off the phone, | just began crying, because| realized that God
had not only heard my cry and my longing for Him, but He had reached out
and met my need most beautifully. God had told meHeloved me!

Please don’t misunderstand, the person didn’t say that — it wasn't
evenwhat youmight consider aspiritua conversation. | knew that for this
person to call me, had never called me before, and to speak to measa
friend—by the Spirit of the Lord | knew that through this, God had reached
out and touched me. Please be encouraged, brethren, the smallest, most
insignificant gesture or word can touch soulsjust by sharing the love of
God.

Then thismorning happened, which again wastotally out of nor-
malcy, “Out of the Box” so to speak. | had traded days to work late
tonight, which meant that | also cameinlater inthemorning. Walkingto
theofficefromtheparkinglot, | saw thisyoung collegegirl tryingtoget this
monster suitcase over abigbumpinthesidewak. Shehad abackpack on
her back, amusical instrument caseto juggle, probably apurse, and this

21



monster suitcase. She pushed and pushed and pushed and that big suit-
case just wouldn’t go over the bump. | crossed the street and asked if |
could help her. She said, “yes,” and | mentioned her suitcase would go
over the bump if it were pulled. Wdll, this young girl had pulled it far
already and she had no strength I eft. After reaching her destination, | as-
sured her that God would “I'm sure” have assistance waiting for her next
year. Shewashlessed to get help. | wasblessed to be used by God, and
itwasall preordained, and totally not normal.

| began to be reminded of the Word | had been reading that said
Jesuswas asked by Hisdiscipleswhotheir “neighbor” was. Hisresponse
wasthe Good Samaritan story. Thus, everyoneisour “neighbor.” Asthe
Holy Spirit brought thisback to mind, | was degply touched again by the
Lord. Part of my cry to the Lord had been, “Am | following Your Holy
Spirit?" Along withthetouch of the Lord' slove, | knew that Hewas not
saying | wasanything, BUT Hewasagaintelling methat HelovesME!

Why am | wanting to share these testimonies with you? Partly
because| believethat we have membersof the Body of Christ that need to
know that they are special, and that they are being spokento by the Lord
daily — softly, gently, with that still, small voice and | want to encourage
each one of youto consider that some of the situations and happeningsin
your lives are ordained and directed by God for your good. Sometimes
weneedtolook “ outside of thebox” to realizethat God isspeaking to us
with all Hisloveand tenderness, and perhapsnext timewewill beableto
listen abit clearer to Him. | also want to encourage any brethren who
might beabit unsure of themsalvesintheLord, as| havebeeninthe past,
and who are also asking the Lord for abit of encouraging by Histouch.
Be encouraged, brethren!

When we heard the Word from Isaiah 45:11 that tells usto ask
HIM, | recelved that Word and believed that Word and | am trusting the
Lord to answer awholelot of questionsfor me. Isaiah45:11, Thussaith
the LORD, theHoly Oneof Israel, and his Maker, Ask me of things
to come concerning my sons, and concerning thework of my hands
command ye me.

SO00000000 Go and ASK HIM concerning HIS SONS and
concerning HISWORK of HISHANDS. Theworst thing that can hap-
penisthat wemight get chastened, and thenweareaso abletorgoicein
the knowing that we are sons arising. Don't be afraid to ask, God is
alwaysready!

Riseup InHimand regjoice, my brethren, for “HelS’ what weare
strivingto attain.

22



Sunday, May 1, 2005 Mahomet, lllinois
Brother Burt Asbill

Father, we are so very thankful for the presence of the living
God. Wethank You, Father, that You purposed in Your heart fromthe
beginning to walk and to talk in the midst of humanity, to bring forth
the revelation of divinity, to bring forth, my God, the manifestation of
what You desired fromthe beginning of time. Even beforetime began,
Your desire was that which we are now seeing. We are living in the
timeframe, and on the threshold of the coming forth of therevel ation of
the manifestation of the Sons of God. Oh Father, wethank You for that
position. Wethank You for that revelation. We thank You for that un-
derstanding. We thank You for this opportunity to manifest, oh God,
that virtue and that character that isCHRIST. Hallelujah! Paul aptly
put it so purposefully and expressly, Lord. Hesaid, “ Christinyouthe
hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). Oh God, we proclaim that glory
today. We exalt that glory today. We exalt that position of manifesta-
tion; we ask, God, for that unveiling in the rending of this old flesh,
that we might bring forth, oh God, Your Church, in the fullness of what
You have ordained it to be, and that it will be because that iswhat You
havedesired.

Father, wejust break the power of sin, oh God, that hashad such
a sway, such a hold upon our lives. It hasinfluenced and devel oped
personalities. It has brought forth a manifestation that is something
other than God. We come against that sin. Oh God, Paul aptly wrote
about it in Romans. Father, weareasking You, itisnomorel that doiit,
butitissinwithin me(Romans7:17). e come against that nature, we
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come against that spirit, we come against that ministration of death
and desolation. Let it be swallowed up, oh, even in the life that is of
God, let it be devoured, let it be, oh God, revoked in resurrection.

Oh God, we pray that You would bring forth a revel ation of Your
Sonwithinus. Help ustoday, Father, aswe minister the Word, and as
we bring forth that which is upon Thy heart, not our heart, but Your
heart. Father, we ask that You anoint our ears, Father, that You anoint
our eyes, You anoint, even our bodies, our flesh, Father, that it might
permeate us, oh God. Oh God, that we might soak it up, that we might
hear it, that we might understand it. Oh God, that the eyes of our
under standing being enlightened, we might know what is Your inherit-
anceinus. Ohmy God, we pray for therevelation and the unveiling of
themighty Christ. Oh God, help ustoday. Breakthebread of lifeto us.
Bring forth Your Word, bring forth Your anointing, bring forth Your
unction in Jesus' Name. In Jesus Name. Praisethe Lord. Gloryto
God.

PraisetheLord. Canyousay, “Amen?’ | am very excited about
the Word that is coming forth in thishour. | am very excited about it.
I’m excited about what God isdoing. | know that whenever God brings
aWord, that that Word isthe prelude to the fact of what God isgoing to
do. Thereisaministry that God israising up in the earth today that is
heralding, that is proclaiming the coming of Jesus Christ. That iswhat
| am excited about. | am excited about the fact of Jesus Christ’s com-
ing, and the way that He has chosen to come is that He wants to come
in you before He comesin the actuality and the appearing that is writ-
ten about in the scriptures.

Father, we come by the power of the Blood of Jesus Christ today.
We are asking for Your unction, Your anointing. We bind every spirit
that is contrary to the flow, to the moving and to the will of God. Fa-
ther, we do not want to proclaimman’sintellect. WWewant to proclaim
Jesus Christ, Him crucified and resurrected, His intent, His purpose
fromthe beginning of time, in Jesus' Name. Amen.

Asmany of you know, | have been doing quite abit of traveling.
It seemslike | pack my bag and get on an airplane. Anytimel pack my
bag it means |’ m getting on an airplane. When | get home, | unpack my
bag and get on atractor. So, | am either flying or plowing. But both are
doing the will of God, so | can get a blessing out of both. | want to
share with you that God talks to me as much out there plowing, going
back and forth across the ground, as He does when | am in a place of

ministering and the Word of God is flowing, because it is dl like a
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plow breaking up fallow ground, getting it ready to receivethe seed. You
know, one of my most favoritetimes, other than harvest, isthistimeof the
year, indl of theplanting. Itisalot of hard work, but you get out thereand
things begin to change color; they beginto comeaive. Thewholeterrain
beginstobloomand it just kind of ssemsto affect your attitude. Thesunis
up and you start smiling more. It should be the other way around. We
should smilewhenitiscloudy so asto chase the clouds away so that the
son - the“S-0-n" - might shineforth.

But inall of that, there have been alot of thingsthat the Lord has
been showing me about the whole situation, and | would like to share
them with you. | personaly believe that the Word that | am bringing is
not a new Word, but it isaWord, | believe, that is encapsulated, it is
combined, it is condensed. You have to take it and chew on it and
break it down. You havetoingestit. You haveto goto God about it so
that what God is speaking to me, God can speak to you. So that what
God is making life to me, God can make life to you. | can guarantee
that if you do that with the Word, then you will be the beneficiary, you
will seetheresults of al of that in the fact of the presence of God asHe
begins to come forth in you.

One of the problems with the church has been the lack of re-
sponse. God's Word demands a response, and no response is a re-
sponse. God's Word demands aresponse. You will either respondina
negative way, or you will respond in a positive way. A positiveway is
going to God like the cow goes to the grass. he goes out, he grazes, he
chews it, he takes it down, he brings it up, he chews it, he takes it
down, he brings it back up again. Seven times, | believe, is the time
factor that is given to acow inthe digestion of what he grazes. Soitis
also with us. The Word of God demands a response. A ot of times,
with the Word of God, that 1S the Word of God, a lot of tribulation
comes into our lives. Trouble starts to happen, crises starts to form,
and we find oursdlves in the midst of afailure. Instead of becoming
depressed and cast down about it, we should be rejoicing because that
is evidence of the fact that the Word is really working in the arena of
our lives.

Tribulation can comein many different ways. It can come physi-
caly; it can come mentally; it can come emotionally; it can come per-
sonality-wise; it can come financially. Tribulation can come in many
different forms, many different ways, and al of it is designed to do
something other than depressusor defeat us. The sad case of the church
is that we do not necessarily, at this point in time for some reason or
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another, understand the necessity for tribulation. Wedon't look at tribula-
tion as something to be desired. Not desired in the fact that, “ Oh boy,
tribulation, | want to be tribulated,” but tribulation on the basis of the
fact of what it will bring. In order to know what it will bring, you have
to know for what purpose it was designed and you have to understand
what isin the mind of God.

Most of our perspective of God is from down here upward, be-
cause of the element of time and the world that we livein. That isa
wrong perspective. We have to get an upward, outward, out-of-our-
selves perspective.  You know, Brother Femi said a very good thing.
He said, “Who are you?' That is avalid question. We need to ask
oursalves, “Do we know who we are?’ A very good word. Do we
know whoweare? Or whoit isthat we should be? Hdldujah! We
sang several songsthis morning that had something of that subject con-
tent in them.

Turn with me to | John chapter 3, because | think that is the
foundation on which we can build the premise of who we are. | John
3:1, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us... Now, the “us’ isyou and me. John was not just writing to the
church of his day and his age, because John was not looking at the
church of hisday and hisage. John had an eternal perspective and that
is the first thing that you and | have to change, or have to ask God to
change for us, because we can't redlly do it outside of God. Is the
perspective that we have ETERNAL or is it TEMPORAL? Does it
pertain to the realm of eternity, or does it pertain to the realm of time?

Letuslook at it thisway. (SeeDiagram|) Y ou haveeternity (#1),
and God has been refining thisthing. It isso simple and so basic, itis
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almost amazing. Itisamazing. Itjust kind of blowsmy mind. But | used
to call this Yahweh, | used to call this God, but God corrected me. He
said, “I AM!” (#3) That's how God described Himself when Moses
asked, “Who shall | say sent me?” AndHesad, “1 AM.” Say, “| AM
THAT I AM.” Now, wemay not understand it inthe English vernacular,
because of theway that it isused, but it hasthe meaning of being the sum
total of everything. Take this thought, and go into the gospel of John.
What it must have beenliketo sit at thefeet of John. Wetalk about sitting
at thefeet of Jesus. That would have been great, absolutely. But justtosit
at John' sfeet and to hear the words that were coming out of his mouth,
because the man was not talking about histemporal realm. Themanwas
not talking about therealminwhich hewaslivingin. Healwayshad his
eyesfixed onaheavenly position and hisheart wasdwelling intheland that
waseternal.

Paul was another one. He says, “1 press towards the mark of the
high calling” (Philippians 3:14). He had arevelation, he had an under-
standing that was outside of his humanity. Hallelujah! His eyes aso
were focused on something other than himself. That man could not
have suffered what he suffered, and gone through what he went through
if his eyes were on himsalf. The thing he would have been doing in
that condition and that place would have been looking for the quickest
door out, the way of escape, the way to ease and comfort. Ease and
comfort is adoor that istemporal, and it is a door that pertains to the
realm of time that is temporal. Hallelujah! Whereas Paul said in
Corinthians, “1 glory in nothing but...” What? “In Him that is cruci-
fied. Hesaid | preach nothing but Him that is crucified” (I Corinthians
9:16). So hehadto havean eternal perspective. You and | haveto have
an eternal perspective. | don't mean in the sense of some day, some-
where, I'm going to make it into heaven. You and | have to overcome
that thought. Did you know that? Because it is so ingrained in the
doctrine that we have been indoctrinated with in what we call church.
We think that some day, some time, somewhere out there, thereis go-
ing to be some sort of event where | am going to walk out of thisrealm
of the natural and into this realm of the spiritual. But until that time, |
can bejust as natural, and just as subjugated to the realm of the natural
as | can be because it is going to take some sort of miraculous event to
get me into the realm of the spiritua. | John 3:1, Behold, what man-
ner of lovethe Father hath bestowed upon us, that we... WE-that's
youandme! That'syouandme! Maybeit'sjust mel Maybel’ mtheonly
one that gets excited about it. Behold, what manner of love the Fa-
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ther hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God. Now, isthat ametaphorical phrase? Isthat aphrasethat wassaid
just to give us some sort of good fedlings, some position of confidence
so that we could struggle through and press on to the end? ABSO-
LUTELY NOT!

You know, God doesn’t talk in abstracts. Heiscalled the Alpha
and the Omega. | want to tell you, al of these terms that we know
about God do nothing but describe God in atemporal frame, in atem-
poral place (See Diagram |, #4). Areyou understanding what | am say-
ing? Whenwetalk about the Alphaand the Omega, we aretalking about
thebeginning of timeand theend of time (#2). That iswhat wearetalking
about. Becausethel AM isalways. Thel AM hasawaysbeenthel AM.
Hewas, Heis, and He shall be. Heisnot just Alphaand Omega. Alpha
and Omegawerewordsthat Heinvented for usto understand thefact that
there was abeginning and thereis an end and He aloneis cognizant of it
and everythingin between. Thereisareasonfor the beginning that isto be
manifested, when? Intheend. Thethingthat Hecreated inthebeginning,
though it was temporal, had an eternal purpose. Comeon! You and |
were born for the purpose of fulfilling an eternal destiny.

You can teach these children math and English and reading and writ-
ing and arithmetic and all of those things, and they can become scholars
and book keepers, lawyersand doctors, but what isthat in comparison to
thefact of what they were created for inthemind of God? All right, let’s
takeit off of thechildrenand put it on ourselves. A lot of ushavewasted
alot of time, wastedalot of time. BUT that doesn’'t mean that you and |
do not havethe capability of REDEEMING THE TIME. I'mbeginningto
have some sort of understanding of what it meansto redeemthetimeasl|
gain the understanding of Who God is, what God is, and what it isthat
God wants.

You see, when | first got saved, | thought all God really wanted
of mewasto be good. Of course, you probably had a different percep-
tion. That we should be good. Wasn't that what you thought? You
don’t drink, you don't smoke, you don't curse, you don’'t look at por-
nography. You don’t do those things that the world does out there.
What isthat? That isbeing good. Why? Why do you want to be good?
So you'll go to heaven. Right? But the Word of God saysit isnot a
matter of going to heaven. What it saysisthat when you get saved, you get
God, then you get filled with the Holy Ghost and all of asudden you have
heavenwithinyou. Haldlujah! Hereweareinthissituation (See Diagram
I1,#5). Itisamazing. Youknow, sincel started doingthis, | loveit! | can't
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get away fromit! | loveit! Halleluyjah! You arein this situation - now
maybe | should just touch on thisthought here alittle bit. You see, this
realm (#2) at one time was a heaven realm. Did you know that? Let's
look at Romans alittle bit. Romans 7:9, For | was alive without the
law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and | died.

Diagram ||
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Now, hewasn't talking about himsdlf, Paul, per se, asanindividual, asan
entity, asapersonality. Hewastalking about Paul asin Adam. Hesaid,
“Oncel wasadlive” Whenwashealive? Back hereinthe beginning, of
course!

Do you know the first thing that God created? It isamarvelous
thought. | don’t know why it thrills me so much, becauseitissosimple.
Because | read my Bible, and if somebody wereto ask me, | would say,
“Wadll, light wasthefirst thing that Hecreated.” Butitwasn't. Light wasn't
thefirstthingHecreated. ItwasTIME (SeeDiagram|, #2). It saysinthe
first threewords, IN THE BEGINNING. Now, it had to be something
that He created. It had to be something that He created other than the
eternity that is Jehovah. So, He created something that istemporal and
TIME ISTEMPORAL. Do we al agree with that? Does somebody
haveaproblemwiththat? Timeistemporal! So, if He created something
that istemporal, thoughitistemporal, it hasto havean eternd vaue. Ithas
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to have an eternal thought or an eternal idea. It hasto have something
motivating it, making it move, makingit go, bringingit into existence, be-
causeyou see, without Himin eternity, timewouldn’t exi<t. Itistheeternd -
nessof Yahweh that maketimeexist! Halldlujah! So time becomes some-
thing of atool. Sothen, timebecomessomething of atool inthe hand of
God to do something that God wantsdone. Itisnot just for youand meto
get into heaven and that’ swhat part of our problem is; we havethat men-
tality. Wehavethat thought. Wethink that if we struggle and push and
persevere and somehow hang onto the shreds of our Christianity that we
will somehow get over to that place where God will say, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant. Enter into thy reward (Matthew 25:21,23).”
Maybeyou don’t have that concept. But thefact of the matter isthat if
thereisanintent or adesirethat God haswith respect totime, then| must
beactively participatingwith Himinit to obtainwhat that thought is.

Someone came to me the other day with a scripture verse. The
scripture was talking about the fact of not knowing Him. Matthew
7:21, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
thekingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father which
isin heaven. Wehavetotakeit in context with what God istelling me
to tell you. We are talking about the realm of heaven. Any time you
talk about the realm of heaven, you are not talking about arealm that is
temporal. You aretalking about arealm that is eternal. We can usedl
these words, but the fact is, whenever you use them you are talking
about Jehovah. HE ISETERNITY. We can't fathom it, we can’t
comprehend it, we can't build it, we can't fashion it in our little finite
minds. Nevertheless, everything that you see out hereis Yahweh. That
iswhat John 1:1 says. It isinteresting that in John 1:1 he says, I n the
beginning...

So, there is something very important about you and me coming
to gripswith thereality of why we havetime. We spend so much of our
time doing so many things that have no connection or benefit to eter-
nity. Why? It is because we do not comprehend the purpose for which
we were created, or what is the thought or theidea or the intent of who
you are and why you were created. Let metdl you, in thisream (See
Diagram [, #2), you havetwo destinies. Did you know that? Wehad one
destiny inthe beginning, but thedevil camein and usurped the position and
the place of God' sintent. Itisso marvelous! Thisconcept, thisunder-
standing that | am attempting to expresstoyouisredly somarvelous! The
devil isnotanoriginal thinker. | don’t know how much liberty that gaveme

but it has help me tremendously! You can never understand how much
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liberty that gaveme! He, thedevil, hasto useeverything that God created.
He has no power of creation. You and | have the power of creation.
Thedevil doesn’t haveit! So, anytime he wantsto create an environ-
ment or asituation, he hasto useyou and metodoit. Thesad partisthat
oftentimesweyield oursalvesto the devil to have him use usin amanner
that doesn’t facilitate the will or the purpose for which God created us.
Thedevil isnot anoriginal thinker. Heisnot creative. Hehasnoingenuity.
Hejust doesthe same thing over and over and over and over. Over and
over and over again. Thesad part about it isthat you and | should know
better, BUT we don’'t because we don't understand the precept, because
wedon’t have the concept, we do not have our eyesof our understanding
enlightened to know what is the hope of His inheritance in the saints
(Ephesians 1:18). Wedon't have the concept, we don't havetheredlity,
because God didn’t do things piece-meal.

You know, I’'m an impulsive person. God isnot impulsive. You
can't be impulsive if you are the | AM! How can you be impulsive
when you know everything? Now, I'm impulsive, but God is not im-
pulsive. Sowhat God does cannot bejudged from my perspective. It has
to bejudged from His perspective, don’t you see? Ephesians 1:18 says,
Theeyesof your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of
hisinheritancein the saints. What therichesof theglory, therichesof
theglory (Diagram 1, #12). Haveyou ever wondered, “What istheglory?’
Haveyou ever wondered that? What istheglory? | cantell you basicaly,
and you can gointo the scripturesand try to prove mewrong. Hallelyjah!
GLORY istheessenceof Nature. GLORY isNATURE. “Andwebehed
Hisglory” (John 1:14). Do you think it was some sort of effervescent,
shiny thing that wasworking, like we seethese neon lightsblinking? Or
wasit the demonstration of God walking and talking in the midst of the
earth? It must have been thelatter, because He not only saysthat we saw
Hisglory, but Healso saysthat wetouched, wehandled. Thatisin| John
1:1-2, | believe. Wetouched, we handled the only begotten, the Living
Word. He saysthat they handled the Word.

What are we talking about? We are talking about the essence of
thought. We are talking about the essence of intent or idea because
God isnot piece-meal. Did you know that God is not piece-meal? He
isnot haphazard. Hedidn't create all the earth and thethingsthat arein
it and all of asudden say, “Well, we forgot something. Thereis some-
thing wrong with this scenario. 1've got elephants. I've got gorillas.

I’ve got monkeys. 1'vegot this. I'vegot that. |I'vegot trees. |I've got
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waterfalls. Oh, | knowwhatitisl Man!” Andall of asudden Heputsman
inthe midst of everything elsethat He created? Thefact of the matter is
that man wasthe grand finde. Manwasthegrand finale! Man wasthe
theme! Man wasthe absolute essence of thething that wasin God' smind
when Helooked down into hell, down into the abyss, which istheword
usedin Genesis 1. Helooked downintheabyssand Hesaid, “Let there
belight.” Hallelujah! Sowefind that God isnot piece-meal. Hehasa
design. PraisetheLord. Youknow, | cango over thisand over it and over
it and over it, and | alwaysget something new out of it. God had adesign.
What isdesign? Itisathought. Itisanintent. Itisanidea. Hallelujah! So
wehaveadesign. Itisathought. Itisanidea. Itisanintent. What He
caleditwasWORD.

Now in Genesis 1:1, He doesn't say, “ And the Word of God.” He
says, “And God said.” Now, whenwe read that, wethink of you and me
aswemight haveaconversation. Right? Burtsaid... Peter said... Kate
said... Shari said... thesewordsor thosewords. God doesn’t do things
likethat. That isnot theway that God communicates. Do you know that
God doesn't necessarily haveamouth, likeyou and | haveamouth? But
He has abeing. He has an essence of what we call amind. But in His
mind, therewas something that He called aWord. Now, why did Hecall
itaWord? Because Hewas creating anatural beinginanatural situation
that was going to haveto use anatural means by which to communicate.
Wehaveto understand that that communi cation wasn't just something that
wasnatural. Itisnot of just natural origin. Proverbs18:21 saysthat the
power of lifeand death areinthetongue. Now, if | amtelling you some-
thing that isnot correct, you need to correct me. Youreally do. You need
to correct me. Let’sgo over to Jamesjust for amoment, becausel believe
what | amtelling youisthe Word of the Lord and what God wantsyou to
hear thismorning.

Wordsarenot just an accumulation of syllablesand sounds, conso-
nantsand vowels. Words are the epitome of what theintent or thethought
isinthemind of theindividual. Do you know that you can be saying one
thing and thinking ancther thing? Although you aresaying something other
than what you are thinking, the force of that hitsthe person, anditisnot
what you said, but it iswhat you thought, that hit them. Follow that one.
Hdldujah!

James 3:8, But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly
evil, full of deadly poison. Now, have you ever spoken to anyone and
seenthem drop dead? Wdll, you may not have seenit, but you may have
said something that, down the road, manifested itsalf inthe nature of death
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as far as that individual was concerned. If not in their actud life, then
certainly somethingintheir relationship withyou. Somethingdied. Letme
put it adifferent way. Haveyou ever felt the sting of the adder asfar asthe
tongueis concerned? Somebody that you have agreat deal of love and
respect for says something to you that isinappropriate and it smites, it
stings. What are wetalking about? Arewetalking about the thing that
wassaid? Thewordsthat werespoken? “Youidiot.” Isthat thething that
hasthe power to bring forththat thing that you felt? ABSOLUTELY NOT!
It was hothing morethan avehicle, ahousing that carried the spiritual con-
tent of thethought that wasin your heart when you spoke what you spoke.

Thereason that it worksthat way isbecause we are designed after
the image of God, we have the power of the living God to create or to
destroy. Halldlujah! This power of God is given to us, not so that we
might be bloated or puffed up, or becomeegotisticaly inclined. Itisgiven
to usfor one purpose and one purpose alone: to fulfill theintent and the
thought that wasin God inthebeginning. | said that we havethedesign.
PraisethelLord. Andyou havetounderstandthis. | don’t know! Maybe
thisisall very boringtoyou. | don't know, but it excitesme, becausethis
Wordisdoing somethinginmy life. ThisWordisdoing somethinginmy
life! Itischanging something of my character, dowly, surely, maybeimper-
ceptible to some people. But |, of all people, am aware of the module
(Webster’ sDictionary definition: of theWord working mightily inme. |
may bealittle confused about you (chuckle) but | am not confused about
me. | look inthemirror and | know who | am. | know what | haveto deal
with. | know what thoughts go through my head. | know what | haveto
strugglewithin my body. Y ou can’t deceive meabout me. | know wholl
am. | know that thisWord isbringing understanding and creating within
meadesire. Thefirst thingtheWord createsinany of usisaDESIRETO
CHANGE! If you just want the Word for the sake of the Word, if you
want it for the wrong thing, in the end you won’t get what the Word was
supposed to do. Itisliketaking ashove and using the handleto dig the
hole. How far areyou going to get, especialy out hereinthislllinoisdirt?
You are not going to get too far. You will wind up with abroken shovel.
Hdldujah!

Let me give it to you this way, if | may? When you were out
there in the world sitting under sin and the Word of salvation came to
you, somebody began to talk to you about your position of sin and the
place of transgression, and the thing that God had for you, what hap-
pened? A desire started forming in here, didn’t it? Something began
to work right therein the “1.” “I” don’t want this any more, “I” want
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that. Themorethat you heard about that, the morethat you wanted it, and
themoreyou becamewhat wecall “convicted.” But, you know, you have
to understand theseterms. 'Y ou haveto understand what thething isthat
you areusing asfar aswordsare concerned. It wasn't that you werejust
“convinced.”

Now, some people are intellectually convinced, and the change
that they haveisno change. Itissuperficial, because when they get put
in the fire, when they get put into the crucible of pressure, their veneer
beginsto ped off. But the fact of the matter is that when we hear the
Word of God it does something within the innermost part of our being
and something is created at that instant, at that point in time, that is
eternal! IT ISETERNAL!!! That means that this flesh, this environ-
ment has no ability to makeit anything other than what God wantsit to
be! Theproblemis, the devil capitalizes on our humanity and he wants
to make the reality of our time more real than the reality of timeless-
ness, wHicH THE BIBLE caLLSETERNITY! Why do you think it was that
Paul could shake off the viper in the fire and not be able to fedl the
effects of the poison? If he was looking at this flesh, he was a dead
man. If hewaslooking at the reality of the circumstance around him he
was a dead man. But his eyes were fastened on something other
than the temporalness and the fragility of his own being, of his
own environment in thetimethat hewasplaced! What did Paul say
of himself? Haveyou ever thought about it? “| amaman.” What was
he talking about? Time! He was talking about time! He was a man
that was born in atimeframethat he could not circumvent, even though
he had a knowledge and an awareness of the eternity, because it wasn't
in the plan of God! Hallelujah! | firmly believe, and this is Burt's
opinion, so put it down as Burt’s opinion, but | firmly believe that he
went to God and asked God to give him that ability to circumvent his
position of time. And God said, “No. Itisnot somethingthat isyoursto
do. Itisnot something that you are privileged to have. You havetobea
part of thegreat cloud of witnesses.” Therevelation that thisman had, |
believe, wasevery bit asgreat astherevelation that Enoch had. But there
was something that God needed to demonstrate, and it could have well
been something of aTEST for Brother Paul, something of atest for Paul in
hisposition of Sonship. TheLordsaid, “My graceissufficient.” Itwasto
seeif hewould beaswilling to say to God at histimeframe, as Jesus Christ
said in Histimeframe, “Not My will, but Thine be done (Luke 22:42).”
That iswhat He said. You know, there are so many theological conjec-
tures about Paul and histhornin hisflesh. Well, who cares? | don’t care
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about it. What | careabout istheredlity of heaventhat thismanhadinside
of him! How about theredlity that John had inside of him? They tried to
kill theman and couldn’tkill him. They finaly stuck him away out thereon
theidand of Patmos, and somewherethere, inthemidst of all thefire, he
came to the pinnacle of histime. It wasin that place of suffering and
tribulation and degradation... It must havebeenterrible. But thisman had
aglimpse. Thisguy had areality that superceded therealm of histime.
You know, | don’t know what it would take for God to give us some sort
of illustration, because down through thewhol e seven thousand years, He
has given oneillustration after another of the fact of man with regard to
setting hisheart, hismind and hisemotionsonthefact of what it isthat God
intends. It al comesback to, “What isit that God wants?’ [T isNoT A
QUESTION OF, “WHO ARE YOU?” | T ISA QUESTION OF, “WHAT DoEs God
waNT?” Thatiswhat it boilsdownto. Thatiswhatit ALL boilsdownto.

Asfar as| am concerned, the gospel of Jesus Christisillustrated
and laid out in Genesis 1:26. Thewhole Bibleiswritten on the basis of
that one particular verse. Genesis 1:26, And God said, Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness. We can live our lives how we
want to livethem. You know what? You can take every revelation that
wehaveand overlay it on these diagrams, and come up with some sort of
understanding. The tabernacle. | don’t care what it is, because God
has been bringing forth a revelation on the continuum concerning this
thought, that He wanted to create someone like Himsdlf. Do you un-
derstand? ALL THROUGH TIME! It isnot asthough we cometo the
last daysand all of asudden we are there and we get to do the thing that
they wanted to do and that makes us greater than them. | want to tell
you something. If they had not done what they did, we would not be
able to do what we are going to do. God doesn't all of a sudden take
the top of the pillar (the chapiter) and stick it up there and hang it in
space with nothing under it, because the chapiter that goes onto the top
of thepillar isthe crowning of the pillar, but the pillar holdsthe chapiter
(I Chronicles 3:15). Hallelujah!

We havethisWord. What isit that God wants in Genesis 1:26?
Let'sjust turn over there for aminute and read it. Genesis 1:25, And
God madethe beast of the earth after hiskind, and cattle after their
kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind:
and God saw that it wasgood. That'skind, kind, and kind, the number
of the fullness (3times). It wasall good, but yet, God wasn't finished
because creation was created to be subjected TO man. Thefactis, you
canlook at timeframe as an e ement of environment. God created al of
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thethingsthat He created for the purpose of bringing forth Hisgrand finale,
which wasman. Verse 26, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness. Halldujah! Hdldujah! Design. It wasthethought and intent of
God for manto bein Hisimage, in Hislikeness. Has God changed His
mind? DoesGod al of asuddengo, “| madeamistake. Let’schangethe
plan. Let'sgotoplanB. Let'sgotoplanC.” ABSOLUTELY NOT!

S0, “inthebeginning” isinthemiddleandintheend. Everythingthat
God didinthebeginning wasfor the purpose of what wasto be announced
intheend. Isn'tthat right? Sowehavepurpose! Designand purpose. If
you don't have apurposeinyour mind, what you aredesigningisof little
value. Youknow, if | am going to build ahouse, then | want to know what
thehouseisgoingtolook like. | want to know what it isgoing to be used
for. | haveto know what it is going to be used for in order to build the
houseintheway that it needsto bebuilt. Soitisthat God decided, God
planned, God purposed to bring forth Hisimage and Hislikeness. And
guesswhat? Hewasgoingto usetimetodoit.

Now, you and | are subjugated to our increment of time (See Dia-
gram |, #2). Itislike you and mein a box with no windows. Do you
understand what | mean? Because of the timeframe we arein, and be-
causewearetemporal... If wethink temporal, if wethink natural, thenit
isjust likebeing inthat box with nowindows. Wejust seethesidesof the
box, theceiling, theroof, and thesides, and that isall that we see. Weget
up inthemorning and we seethe ceiling and thesidesand thewallsand the
floor. Thatisall that wesee. Andthat, unfortunately for alot of us, isthe
way that welive. Welivelikewearein anincrement of time, doing what-
ever it isthat we do: paying our bills, watering our lawns, mowing our
lawns, washing our cars, living with each other, trying to have some sort of
harmony and not succeeding at it very well. Trying to get through these
little scenariosof lifeinthemorning, intheevening, inthemorning, inthe
evening, day after day after day and all that we seearethe ceiling, thewalls
andthefloor and unfortunately, that isall of the environment that we expe-
rience, without the concept or theredlity of what it isthat God wantsto do!
Itislikethemanwho livesinthat box.

Havel told you the story of themanwith therock and the pushing of
therock? Hewasgiventheresponsihility to push therock. God cameto
himand said, “Thisisyour job.” Right here, outside of hisfront door was
thishig, old, humongousrock. It wasabig, huge hunk of rock that |ooked
likeamountain. He said, “Your jobisto pushit.” Well, he assumed he
wasto moveit. So hepushed with al of hismight, every day and every
night, every day and every night, every day and every night. Push, push,

36



push, push. Push, push, push, push, doing what God told himto do. Push,
push, push, push. Push, push, push, push. Then oneday the devil came
along and said, “What areyou doing?’ And hesaid, “1 am pushing the
rock.” Thedevil says,“Why?’" Hesays,“| don’tknow.” Thedevil says,
“Haveyou moved it?’ Theguy getsout and looks around therock. He
walksaroundtherock. Therock hadn’t moved. Thedevil says, “ You are
afool.” Wherewasthe man’svision? Wherewasthe original thought?
What wastheintent of theword that the devil brought to him? It' spurpose
wasto bring the man back into the element of histime, to have himfocus
on hissituation from his perspective, from his position, and from hisplace
of understanding.

And, you know, if | meet the devil on histerms, | am awaysin
trouble. | am always in trouble! | have to meet the devil, not on his
terms, but on Jesus Christ’ sterms. | haveto meet him with the thought,
with thereality of what it wasthat | was created for. | wasn't created to
live 70 years. | was created to live eternally. It is allotted unto man
three score years and ten (Psalm 90:10) - that isthe natural position of
temporal, carnal thinking! | wasn't created to live three score and ten.
| WAS CREATED TO LIVE ETERNALLY!

If you think that what | am telling you isfiction, | suggest you go
into the story of where Jesus Christ talked about Lazarus (Luke 16:19-
31). Itisanillustration of aheavenly principle. Do you know what the
words were that he used to describe his position and his place? He
used the words “1 AM.” “I AM the resurrection and the life’ (John
11:25). What was He telling them? “You don’t have to wait to die!
You don’t have to wait for the grand final e of time coming to a place of
closing and cessation in order to achievethefact of what it isthat | havefor
you! | AM thepast, | AM thepresent, | AM thefuturel” (SeeDiagraml,
#3) Hdldujah!

Why do you think we have miracles? Isit just that God wants
you to feel good? Isit just that God wants you to have an easier place
of it? Or isthere something of an eternal purpose in the mind of God?
| say it is because there is an eternal purpose! He wants to get our
minds off the temporal, off the natural. But we do something very
wrong with the demonstration. We call it “supernatural.” We cal it
“supernatural,” as though it were something outside of the norm be-
cause the norm is how we are regulated by our environment of time.
Hallelujah! | wasn't created to be regulated by time. Do you know
that? That doesn’t mean that | don’t havetroubles, | don't have suffer-
ings, | don't have pain, but there is something of a perspective that |
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haveto haveinthe midst of that tribulation that motivates meto be some-
thing other than what my circumstanceiswanting meto be. Everything
around me and inside of meissaying that | am adead man. Everything
aroundmeissaying, “Your fleshisasgrass’ (I Peter 1:24). Your position,
your placeof temporaness... everythingaroundme! | get upinthemorning,
goto bed at night, during themiddle of the night, during theday, indiges-
tion, headache, backaches, feet aches, arm aches, hand aches. If that
wasn't enough, personality conflicts are going on here, going on there,
everyonevyingfor this, vyingfor that. | seemto betheping pongball that
is getting bounced back and forth acrossthetable. Halldlujah! And we
say, “ Oh my, ohme, oh boy, how can | haveit sobad?’ TIMEishringing
usinto that place of subjugation. It isbringing us down and beating us
down, saying that, “ You are subject to your environment, thereisnothing
that you can do about it!” Poppy cock! | wasn’t created to be sub-
jected to my environment! Did you know that? | was created for
greater things. | wascreated for better things. | wascreated to RUL E!
Hallelujah! It sayssoright hereintheBible, in Genesischapter 1. Come
on!

Do you know what this is right here? He says, “Once | was
adive” Romans7:9, For | wasalivewithout thelaw once: but when
the commandment came, sin revived, and | died. What happened? |
died. So Edenonly lasted for avery short time. Halldlujah! Verse 10,
And the commandment, which was ordained to life, | found to be
unto death. What had been ordained to LIFE became DEATH to me.
COME ON! What was ordained to LIFE?

Now | want to ask you, hasthe concept of God, in what He hoped
to achieve in time, been cancedlled out? Did somebody made a mis-
take? Absolutely not. In Revelation 13:8it says, ...of theLamb slain
from the foundation of theworld. The Lamb was dain before what?
Before TIME. TheLambwasdainbefore TIME. TheLambwaskilled
before TIME. OH, COME ON! What does that mean? Right there,
God brought eternity into existence in a realm of time by daying the
Lamb. Paul saysthat what was meant to be life unto him became death
(Romans 7:10). Now, let metell you something. God knew that all the
time. He understood that. And He said, “God created man in His own
image and His own likeness’ (Genesis 1:26). “Let them have domin-
ion.” Now, if youwant tolook up that word “dominion,” you will find that
what it really meansisto bringinto subjugation. Bringinto subjugation. |
want to ask you, did God change Hismind? Did thischange God' s plan?
Did the fact of what the devil did, somehow change God' s plan or upset
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God' sapplecart? Absolutely not! GOD DOESNOT CHANGE! There
isno shadow of turninginHim. Did Hemakeamistake? ABSOLUTELY
NOT! Heknew that inthisrealm (SeeDiagram |, #2), IN THISREALM,
because of what He did out here (#1) before time, man would be ableto
achelvetheobjectivethat God set for him.

Doyou know that itison the principle of that Word in Revelation
13:8that Enoch wasableto do what Enoch did? Do you know that it was
onthebasis of that principlethat Elijah was ableto do what hedid? Do
you know that it was on this principle that Moses was able to do what
Mosesdid? Thething that they al had in common wasthat they bypassed
thegrave. They circumvented thelaw of sinand death onthe basis of the
principle of the Lamb being dain from thefoundation of theearth. Now |
haveaquestionfor you! If they could dowhat they did onthebasisof that
principle, what about us? What isit that you and | can accomplishonthe
basisof theredlity of thething that was ashadow in the beginning and that
they utilized to circumvent their position of death? That meansthat I’ ve
got to change my thinking. Do you understand? | have got to changethe
way | look at things. | have got to changemy behavior. | havetolook at
thingsinadifferent way andin adifferent light. | havegot tolook at things
and behave and respond. RESPOND — HELLO — RESPOND! That
meansthat you do something different than what you have been doing. It
isnot you that doesit because Paul said “it isChristin me” who doesit.
What ishetalking about? Christ isanother word for Son.

God wantssons. So herewehavearealm of hell, arealm of death
(SeeDiagram I, #2). | call thistheland of “Oh, Poor Me” (4) anditis
ruled by the spirit of “Poor Me.” So any timeyou find yoursalf under the
influence of “Poor Me,” you know where you are!  You know what's
happening! “Oh, nobody loves meany more.” “Oh, nobody likesme.”
“Nobody appreciatesme.” “Nobody isdoing anythingfor me.” “I'vegot
todoitall myself.” “Oh, everybody issoinsensitive.” “Nobody under-
stands my condition.” “Nobody knowswhat | am going through!” “No-
body understands the trouble I'm in!” Of course, you don’t have that
trouble, right?

Let metell you something here, if | may? Please, don’t get mad at
me because | sound somewhat presumptuous or something. I'mnottrying
to be presumptuous. Let me tell you something. YOU ARE YOUR
WORST ENEMY!! Itisnot your husband. It isnot your wife. Itisnot
your brothers. Itisnot your sisters. Itisnot your mother. Itisnot your
father. YOU ARE YOUR WORST ENEMY! YOU ARE YOUR
WORST ENEMY'! You aretheonly onethat can displacethislie of the
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land of “Oh, Poor Me.” You arethe only one. My mother used to say,
“Wéll, Burt, you can lead ahorseto water, but you can't makehimdrink.”
That meant that she could cook inthekitchen all day and sit me down at
thetableand | could just turn up my nose at what she had been baking all
day thinking that | would likeit. But because of somelittlealtercation or
something that someonedid or said, or because shedidn’'t dowhet | thought
she should do, | was going to show her. Of course, you don't have that
problem.

Let metdl you something el se about thisland of “ Oh, Poor Me.”
Itisnot only theland of “Oh, Poor Me,” but in thisland is the spirit of
“I'Will.” (SeeDiagram 1, #3) “I Will” istheruling factor. If youdon't
believeme, turnover into Isaiah 14. | believefivetimesthedevil saysone
thing. “lI Will.” So, you seetheland of “Oh, Poor Me” ruled by “Poor
Mg’ isawaysan“| Will” typeof person. Let metdl youwhat “1 Will” is,
if I might be so bold asto make thisrecommendation. Itiscalled“salf-
centeredness.” It is called “self-centeredness.” Do you want to know
where it was derived? Do you want to know where the theology that
supportsthisdoctrine comesfrom? It comesfrom Genesis3:4, Andthe
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: Who? Mel
“Youwon't surely die. Instead, you shall belike gods. The world will
revolvearoundyou. You' regoing to cometo the epitome of everything!”
That iswhat hewastelling her. “Y ou aregoing to becomethefocal paint.
Your attentionisto become solely and absol utely upon yoursdlf.” What
did hesay to her? Hesaid, “You... You... You...” Isn'tthat what he
said? “ Youshall not surdly diefor God knowsthat in the day that you eat
thereof, your eyes shall be opened and you shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). What arewetalking about? THe EXALTA-
TION OF SELF.

| encourage you to go back and look at your latest confronta-
tions, personality and circumstantially. I'll makeit easy for you: within
thelast 24 hours. Go back over the last 24 hours and the last personal -
ity conflict that you had. Was it because somebody stepped on your
toes? They did not consider you? They were not in some position of
looking at you as you thought that they should be considering you.
WEéll, | would like for you to consider something. Outside of the rev-
elation of the understanding of our eyes being enlightened, we do not
have any hope of escapingthisrealm. But | want totell you something. In
themidst of thisrealm of “ Oh, Poor Me’ wefind oursalves (See Diagram
I1,#5). Here, right? Inthemidst of thishell relmwefind oursdlves. This
isour heart. Wearethe“l Will,” but we are confronted withthel AM.
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| wanttotell youwhat Godisdoing. God hasn't changed Histhought.
God hasn't changed Hisidea. God hasn't changed Hisintent. Wethink
weget married, havechildren, liveright, pay bills, prosper, or not prosper,
whatever our circumstanceis, and that isthe epitome of everything. Like
the man pushing the rock. The devil comes to him and says, “It's not
moving, you'reafool!” Hesays,“Yes, | amafool. I'mdoing something
that has no benefit or profit.” Why? Because heislookinginatempora
realm, heisfocusing horizontally. Y et, in spite of that, God comesto the
man and He confronts him and his position of transgression. He saysto
theman, “Golook inthemirror.” What isthemirror? Themirror isthe
Word of God, and isfilled with theintent and the desirethat God haswith
regardto creation. Wecannot... Doyou hear me?...maintainafocuson
thisrealm of temporalness and have any hope, any confidenceinfulfilling
thewill of God that has been given to usto do.

I’mtellingyou, men and women havedonesuper natural things
on the basis of the Word that God has spoken to them! What they
saw wasthereality of eternity inthe Word and they began to incorporate
that eternity into their lives and it gave them the strength to go without
fathers, gowithout mothers, go without wives, gowithout children, to give
of their substance, to give of their life, to give of their flesh, to giveof their
totality of their being for amoment, or what would seem but aflash of time,
It had nothing to dowithtime! It had everything to do with eternity, and
the reality of God that was around them. |n the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?The
same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by
him (theWord); and without him (the Word) was not any thing made
that was made (John 1:1-3). Oh boy!

And here we are in this environment and God speaks something
tous. Thereisaquickening. If the Spirit that raised Christ Jesusfrom
the dead dwell in you —what shall it do? It shall quicken what? Your
mortal body! (SeeDiagramll,#11) Your body that issubjectedto TIME!
Itisnot talking about just getting afuzzy, wuzzy fedling, thoselittlegoose
bumpsrunning up and down your spine, the hairsstanding up on your arms
and on the back of your neck. It istalking about the reality of eternity
invading your personal environment of temporal time. Romans 8:11,
But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, hethat raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. It shal quicken,
guicken, QUICKEN! What we are talking about isthe quickening of
the spirit of mortality, but the church hastaken it and made it adoctrine
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that issomething other thanwhat it says. Thechurch saysthatissomething
to beinvoked at the end of theday. Whenthat |ast breath isdrawn, then
and only then do you havetheright to step off theend of TIME into ETER-
NITY. I'mtelling you that God gaveit toyou, not for you to step off
into the end of time, but to bring the reality of eternity into your
timeframe! Halldujah!

Thisisall scriptural, by theway. Gointo Ezekid 28. | loveit. It
isso good. Somebody comes and says to me after the mesting, “Do
you want to go eat?’ | say, “I'mfull.” I'vegot to sit down and wait a
little bit. Verse 18, but let’sgo up. Wearetalking about Satan. Weare
talking about the position. Wearetalking about therealm of hell. Now,
hell is not some realm out there, some holein the earth that you can go
down into for miles and miles and all of a sudden you find these things
that we call demons and princes. Hell is an environment in which you
and | live. God is going to create another environment outside of this
environment to put them in. Hallelujah! Ezekiel 28:15, Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
wasfound in thee. You know that thereisalesson here that we really
need to look at and observe, because this is the tactic that the devil
uses. Do you remember what God said about everything when he made
Adam? He stepped back and what did Hedo? “Itisgood!” Verses16-
17, By the multitude of thy merchandisethey havefilled the midst of
theewith violence, and thou hast sinned: thereforel will cast theeas
profaneout of themountain of God: and | will destroy thee, O cover-
ing cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Y"Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beauty. What arewetalking about? Thedevil
not being a creative individual. We talk about death to self. Now we
know why we have amessagethat iscalled deathto self. Why? Now we
areunderstanding, or getting some sort of aglimpse, some sort of compre-
hension. We are not formed or fashioned after the image of God in the
rightnessof what happened inthegarden. Thereissomething of animage
that has been supplanted over usto conform usinto an image that God
does not want usto be. Thedevil hasto use what God made, but he has
to changeit fromwhat it wasto what hewantsit to be.

Therearetwo destinies. Two destinies. Two destiniesandonly two
destinies. Thereisno middleground! (SeeDiagram 1, #7) Thereisthe
son of perdition (#8), which thisWHAT? canlead you to, or thereisthe
Sonof God (#9) whichisthel AM (#10). The“l Will” versusthe“l AM,”
in confrontation with each other. And you know what? Thesad newsis

that although every kneeis going to bow; and every tongue will confess,
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not everyoneisgoing to makeit into the placethat God created for them.

It saysinverse 17, Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty,

thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: You
know, some of usthink that we are so smart. We think we know it, we
think wegot it, wethink we' vegot it down pat. We vegot all thewords.
WEe vegot dl thephrases. Weknow the scripturesinside, outside, upside
down and backwards. And yet, wedon't know anything becauseweare
not allowingthereveation of the“| AM” towork inthe position of the“|

Will.” Death swallowed up into victory. Ohdeath, whereisthy sting (I

Corinthians 15:54-56)? Oh death, where isthy victory? The sting of

deathiswhat? Thesting of deathissin. Hallelujah! My mind hasto be
centered - not in here, inthistimerealm (See Diagram |, #2), but out here
intherealmthat iscalled eternity (#1,3). My vision can’'t bedown here-

horizontally, but it hasto bevertical. Let thereforethismind that wasin
Who? In Christ Jesus, beinyou (Philippians 2:5). What arewetalking
about? Let thereforethismind that wasin Christ Jesus... What mindwas
inChrigt Jesus?

“Phillip, haveyou beenwith mesolong? Hethat hath seen Mehath
seen the Father. You don’t know, Phillip, that | and the Father are one
(John 14:9)?7" Thatisthe position or placeof relationshipwhereGodis
wanting to bring you and | into conformity to thethought that Hehad from
thevery beginning.

Thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness
(verse 17). You know, Paul had thisrevelation. If you would go over
therein Romans, he says, “ neither death nor life” (Romans 8:38). “Nei-
ther death nor life.” Do you know the greatest star that hasfallenisthe
person that knows so much about God? Go over thereinto Hebrews. It
talksabout once being enlightened, coming into thetruth, having tasted of
theheavenly gift... Hebrews6:4-6,For itisimpossiblefor thosewho
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, >And have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, ®If they shall
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they cru-
cify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open
shame. What are wetalking about? We' retalking about an individual
that has had an experiencethat haslifted him up out of thisrealm. Hehas
found something that is resurrection. He had been resurrected out of
himsdfintothel AM,” intothe position of the“l AM.” The“| Will” had
begunto assart hisrightful position of authority andfinaly bringshimintoa
place of subjugationto histempora environment and then hergjects God.
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God helpUS! God help US!

It says, “1 will cast theedown.” Ezekiel 28:17, | will cast theeto
the ground, | will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.
Hallelujah! That gives you and me strength!  That gives you and me
hope! That gives you and me a glimpse of resurrection! That gives
you and me an idea of what God is saying that you and | have the
capability of doing! How is He going to do it? Let's just read on.
Verse 18, Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; Remember that scripture
that | read back therein Matthew? Matthew 7:22-23, Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? ZAnd then will | professunto them, | never knew
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. They said, “Haven't we
proclaimed You in aposition and a place of preeminence?’ Hesaid, “I
don’t know you. You areworkersof iniquity.” Why? Becausethey did
not fulfil the plan or the purposefor which God created them.

You are not judged on the basis of what you think. You are not
judged on the basis of what you perceived but did not utilizein thefashion
for whichit wascreated. You arejudged on the basis of the thought and
theintent that was originally stated from the beginning. Itiswhatisre-
vealed when that blueprint islayed over you and | at the end of the day.
Hallelujah! Youand | haveanindividua responsibility towalk out our own
salvationinfear and trembling (Philippians2:12). Now, | don’t meanthat
you are hard and bully and running roughshod over this and over that.
That hasnothing to dowithit. It haseverythingto do with understanding
what isinthe heart of God. What isintheheart! You could take design,
form and purpose, stick it inthe midst of eternity and call it the heart of
God (SeeDiagram I11). That iswhat the heart of Godisall about. That
iswhat isinthethought, theintent, thedesireof God. Itistobringforththe
redlity of sons. Hallelujah!

Now, here isthe good news. Ezekiel 28:18, ...therefore will |
bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and |
will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that
behold thee. (SeeDiagram I, #6) What doesthat mean? “I’m going to
bringforth.” What doesthat mean? It meansdivinity enteringintothe
soul of man. God saysin Genesis, “I’mgoing to bring forthfire’ (Genesis
1:3). He(Ezekid) isjust reiterating what God said inthe beginning. Gen-
esis 1:1-3, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon
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the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters. 3And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
Thelight cameinto themidst of the deep or the abyssor what wecall hell,
therealminwhich God later placed man. Itisdivinity inman’ssoul that
will devour the devil.

Turnreal quickly with meover toll Corinthians4:1-2, Therefore
seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint
not; 2But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walk-
ing in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; lsn'tit
strangethat hetalksabout handling the Word of God deceitfully to Chris-
tians who are supposed to be of another thought, another mind, and yet

Diagram |IlI
+——— Eternity ——

God’s Heart

Design Form
Purpose

+—— Eternity ——

areusing thething that isordained to LI FE to bring death? ...nor han-
dling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of
God. ®But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: “In
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
theimage of God, should shineuntothem. Gloriousgospel of Christ?
Comeon. What isthat? Aren’t you saved and going to get to heaven?
Sonsof God. Itistalking about aposition, aplace of relationship. Itis
talking about anidentity that is separate from theidentity that | wasborn
withinthenatura relm (See Diagram 1, #12). | therefore, littlechildren,
travail again (Gaatians4:19). Why? Why? Why? Why washetravailing?
For Christ, the Son, the nature, theintent, thedesign, thethought, and the
purpose, theredity that God had fromthe beginning. Time, al of timeis

devoted to that one purpose, to that one scenario. Time. The whole
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purpose of timeisdevoted to that onereason, that one purposeandthat is
to bring forththereality of what God callsason.

Y ou can’t have abutterfly without having the cocoon and you can't
have the cocoon without having the caterpillar. You can’'t have ahouse
unlessyou haveafoundation, unlessyou haveasuperstructure, unlessyou
havearoof. That iswhat peoplethroughtime have donefor you and me.
Turnto Hebrewsthe 11th chapter. They talk about thesaints. Isthat just
somed legory, or somememoria thing that has been written upon epitaphs
upon tombs of the men and women and children who have suffered for the
sake of the gospel of the Kingdom? Not the gospel of salvation with a
hopeto makeit through to theend, but thosethat havelabored and wrestled
and suffered and died for the purpose of bringing forth that they might lay
abasisfor the next generation that was carrying thetorch. Brother Martin
wrote aword on the passing of the baton. | suggest that you get it and
read it. The passing of the baton has been passed unto all generations.**

Itisavery pertinent question, “What think ye of Christ? Whose
SonisHe?' (Matthew 22:42). Where do you and | fit in the plan and
purpose with regard to that intent? You know, you can have what you
want! Thatisthescary part. You can havewhat youwant! Andyouwill
GET what you want. You can be 30%, you can be 60%, you can be
100% or you can be0%. ItisY OUR choice, your position, your place of
decision. YOU CHOOSE!

It waswritten in the Old Testament for our benefit, you know? It
was on the day of entering into the Promised Land, when Yeshua
(Joshua), who was atype and a shadow of the son that was yet to come,
said, Choose you thisday whom yewill serve (Joshua24:15). Thereis
aresponse that is required of you and me with regard to the position
and the Word that God is bringing to you and me, as a people and as
individuals. Choose you this day whom ye will serve, but as for me
and my house... He (Joshua) had Jehovah. We are going to fulfill the
calling and thedestiny of God that hasbeen put upon our lives. Youand|
can makethat decisionindividualy, aswell ascollectively. God blessyou.
Amen.

**This word by Martin Kluson can be found in the October 24, 2004
Keeping In Touch.
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Life Lessons
from a Cookbook

Testimonies by Stacy Asbill & Kate Trotter

Stacy Ashill

Therehave been many thingsthat God has been speskingto me,
especidly inlight of our recent cookbook endeavor. Theexcitingthingis
that many of thethingsHewas spesking, not only relateto our cookbook
project, but toevery aspect of our lives.

Let mefirst start off this* cookbook testimony” by saying thet |
have never yet encountered aproject that waslesswork or easier than
anticipated fromthebeginning. .. and our cookbook went right dlong with
that thought. Oh, weknew it would takealot of work - just exactly how
much, wedid not know. Whenit cameto theactua formatting and layout
of thisproject, wewerein over our heads, soto speak;, or at least | was,
considering that | am not one of the most computer literate oneson our
bulletin gtaff. Thelayout and formetting for the cookibook wasnathing like
our bulletin layout and sowewerehaving tolearn many new things- things
notfamiliar tous.

Thefirst day onthejob of formatting, Kateand | wereeach at a
computer working sideby sideon our files, both of usredizing theenor-
mity of our undertaking. Throughout the day wewould encourageeach
other and giveeach other tipsasto what wasworking and what wasn't. At
theend of theday | had learned |esson number one: being tribulated one
with another givesyou astrength and endurancethat you might not have
aone. | loveand appreciateall my fellow bulletin staffers, but that day
therewasaspecid thankfulnessthat Kateand | had for each other aswe
wereinthetrenchestogether.

That night, as| continued working, | begantofed overwhelmed
by theweight of the burden of thisproject. Asl wascontemplating our
Situation, aword was spokentomeand it was“test.” “What doesthat
mean, God? Isthissomekind of test Youaregivingus?’ Well, | believe
that it wasfor thefollowing morning ascripturecameto my mind anditis
foundinJames1:2-4. | wasso encouraged by theversesandthe Strong's
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definitionthat | will includeboth. My brethren, countit all joywhen ye
fall into diver stemptations (#3986: aputting to proof by experiment of
good, disciplineor provocation; by implication, adversity: temptation, try)
Knowing this, that thetrying (#1383: atesting; by implication, trust-
worthiness: trial, trying) of your faith worketh patience. But let pa-
tience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect (#5046: com-
pleteinvariousapplicationsof labor, growth, mental and mora character,
etc.; of full age, man, perfect) and entire, wanting nothing. That con-
firmed to methat God wasgiving each of usan opportunity to betested or
tried and that, inthe proving, it would show wherewearea and wherewe
haveneedto be.

Thenext “lightbulb” that went on for mewasthethought that our
doing the cookbook wasn't so much what we, personaly, could bring to
the project, asmuch asit was an opportunity, provided by God, that each
of usmight overcomeadl the obstacleswewould faceinthemidst of what
wewerenaturally trying to accomplish. Canyouimaginethat? When|
think about al theaspectsinmy lifeand how | haveviewedthemfromthe
perspectiveof what | “bringtothetable,” itisamazing to think that God
seesthingsawholedifferent way. | canimagine God saying, “ You know,
Stacy hascried out to Mefor changein her lifeand deliverancein these
certainaress. If | create (insert circumstance of choice) for her, that will
provide her the avenue she needsto overcome.” So, Hedoesjust that.
But, meanwhile, | could bethinking thet my specid taentsareredly help-
ing out the cause!

Next, | beganto think about Abraham and when hewent to offer
up hisson, Isaac, untotheLord. After Abraham settledin hisheart what
hewas going to do and went through al themotionstowalk in obedience
to God'scommand, God spoketo him saying, Lay not thinehand upon
thelad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now | know that
thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thineonly
son fromme (Genesis22:12). The part that so struck mewas God say-
ing, “Now | know.” Itissomething | am gtill meditating on, butitisinter-
estingtolook at the Strong'sdefinition of “know.” Itis#3045and means,
“toascertain by seeing.” Soif God says, “Now | know,” Heisactually
saying, “Now” (Strong's#6258: henceforth) “1 see.” So, if therewas
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something that God saw from henceforth, it meansthat thet sSomethingwas
not present before - God did not seeit. Asit wasso aptly put to me,
something wascreated in Abraham at that momentintime. Andif the
word*“now” canbedefined as*henceforth,” that meansthat whatever was
crestedin Abraham et that time, it sayed with himforever! Now, asgreet
asitdl sounds, thereally exciting thing is, God wantsto do that with you
and me. Hewantsto takethe situationsthat wearein and Hewantsto
change usand createin usthat substance of Him that we have not had
afore, but oncecreated, wewill never bewithout!

| think that therearemany aspectsin our livesthat God wantsto
change our perspective about. Weall know theversein Isaiah 55:8-9,
For my thoughtsarenot your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the LORD. For asthe heavens are higher than the
earth, so aremywayshigher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan
your thoughts. Aswe begintolook at our circumstancesalittlemore
from God's perspective, we can then comeinto that place of accomplish-
ing what God wantsaccomplished, not justinthenatural, but most impor-
tantly, inthespiritua realm.

Asl close, let mejust say that dll of usonthebulletin staff areso
excited about our cookbook. Each and every detail of itsconstruction has
been provided through doorsthat God has opened for us. Just whenit
would seem that we had hit aroadblock, God would make away. We
have striven to produce aprofessional cookbook, by being exact and go-
ing back and back over again, reprinting, reformatting, etc. Weknow that
God hasgiven usthe strength and endowment tofulfill thisendeavor and
webelievethat the cookbook will beablessing to many. Wedo noteven
know thefull effectsthat this project will have, but God does, and of that
we can beassured! Happy cooking!

Kate Trotter
Through hardtrids, tribulation, persecutions, troublesanddl... I'm
going to seetheKing.
Sothe song goesfromthe story of Esther at thetime of her deci-
sontogobeforetheking on behdf of thelivesof her people. Thissounds
likel angoingtotel youthestory of anextremdy difficult andlifechang-
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ing Situation. Not really. 1 am going totell you of my experiencewith
making our new cookbook. What do hard tridlsand troubles haveto do
with acookbook? Nothing really, though they have alot to do with the
condition of my heart!

About sx monthsto ayear ago, the bulletin staff began to have
and discusstheideaof making another cookbook. Wethought it wasa
great idea, but morethan that, we thought WE could handle making the
entirething thistime, instead of sending off apileof recipesto aprofes-
sional cookbook publisher aswedid with our first cookbook. | believe
that God gaveustheideaand put thewholethought into our hearts. How-
ever, | dsobelievethat He purposaly hid from ustheamount of effort that
itwould taketodothejob. | think Heknew that wewould not have done
thejob had weknown how muchit would requirefrom each oneof us.

We began the work on the cookbook rather blindly. Noneof us
realized how much detail would gointo making eechrecipeanditstext into
astandard format for thewhole cookbook. Our phonesseemedtoring
off the hook on some dayswhilewe were making the rounds of phone
callstofigure out how wewere going to handle each trivial matter that
arose asweworked on our sections. Therewasamultitudeof “trivial”
mattersthat required group decisionsand group communicationin the
making of thiscookbook. We spent hoursdoing work onthefilesand
more hoursgoing back to changeonelittledetail in many, many recipes—
over and over again!

Areyou beginning to understand why | started with asong about
tribulation? It wasall thelittlethingsin making the cookbook that piled up
into onebig mountainto overcome. Asl worked, | found myself repegting
the phrases, “1 can dothisjob. It canbedone. It will bedone. | will do
it.” 1 wasencouraging mysdlf as| climbed my mountain and overcamein
the midst of the“simple” job of making acookbook. What was God
tryingtodo, anyway?

Well... Asl begantoturnmy thoughtsheavenward, therewerea
number of things God beganto show me. God had aspecific desirefor us
inthemidst of thisproject which | believeHeexplainedtomein Ephesians
4:16. From whom the whole body fitly joined together and com-
pacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effec-
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tual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love. Thiswasthe song | heard
when | wasleaving the church on theday whenwefinally dealt with our
humanity that had been rising up. Wehad not beenworking together very
well and someonefinally asked usif we had prayed together over this
project. Hmmm... Had we prayed asagroup? No. Werewe being
attacked by thedevil ? Y es. Werewe overcoming our human natures?
No. Thenweneeded to pray —right away. We gathered ourselvesto-
gether and prayed. Therewas prayer for the cookbook, prayer for wis-
dom, but most importantly, therewasrepentanceand aknitting together of
our heartsinlove. | believethat God put ustogether in thissituation to
show usour weakness so that we might overcomeit. Theverseisvery
appropriate. | saw apicturein my mind’ seye of ajoint that was not
supplying and compacting theway it should. It wastearing gpart thebody
becauseit waspulling away fromitspostion. Thisiswhat washappening
to our group of cookbook workersuntil we prayed together. Thetension
eased dramatically for usand webegantoreally put our hand tothe plow.
Wheat adifferencel

Theparableof theta entsal so took on grester Sgnificancetome
duringthisproject. God hasgiventhebulletin Saffersa“taent,” if youwill,
that is, the skill of working with apublishing program. We have been
workingwiththisprogram for yearsand have become comfortablewithit.
| havefound over timethat God doesnot givemecertain skillslikethisto
keep them confined to one particular project. Hedwaysbeginsto expand
the borders of my tent and opensdoorsfor meto usethetalentsHehas
deliveredtome. Thedecisonismineto usethetaentsor to bury themin
thedirt or hidethem in anapkin, asthe parablessay. | think that this
cookbook situation wasan opportunity for usto decideto useour talents
and multiply them, or to bury our talentsand ship the cookbook of f to be
completed somewhereout intheworld. When | realized that God was
laying an opportunity likethet beforeme, | wasafrad. | wasafraidthat the
attitudes| had been dedling within my heart were going to rob meof the
increaseand causemetoloseout on God. | wasafraid that | wasgoingto
let God down. | waséafraidthat my fellow workerswould missout onthe
blessing that thisparable spesksof if they wereto giveup. | found mysalf
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wanting to please God, no matter how hard thejob wasor how muchtime
| wastaking away from“paying” jobsto makethe cookbook.

Inlight of al that God wasdoing, | also beganto seethat it was
Hisdesireto work the character qualities of perseverance and tenacity
into our natures. Just think, God didn’ t decideto use something grest, like
climbingamountain, to test usin the areas of perseverance and tenacity.
Sooften, | look for thetestsinthe“big” thingsof lifeandfail to seethetests
of theeveryday life, which ultimately causesmeto disregard the small”
testsand go through my day without redlizing that Godisproving mein
those small thingsso that | might be ableto handle something bigger! |
think perseveranceisan easier quality to demonstratewhen your lifeis
hangingin thebaance, whenyou arededing with something redlly impor-
tant. However, | am beginning to understand that perseveranceistruly a
part of your character whenitisdemondrated throughthelittletriasof life.
TheWebster’ s 1828 Dictionary givesagood definition of perseverance:
“Persstencein any thing undertaken; continued pursuit or prosecution of
any businessor enterprise begun; applied diketo good or evil.” Oncewe
began the cookbook, it took perseveranceto keepit going and to seeit
throughtotheend. Inadditionto perseverance, thequality of tenacity was
srongly inmy thoughts. Tenacity means. “ 1. Adhesiveness, that qudlity of
bodieswhich makesthem stick or adhereto others; glutinousness; sticki-
ness, asthetenacity of ails, of glue, of tar, of starchandthelike. 2. That
quality of bodieswhich kegpsthem from parting; without considerable
force; cohesiveness, theeffect of attraction; opposed to brittlenessor fra
gility.” How muchtenecity didit taketo kegp usfrom parting with thejob
of the cookbook and sending it off tothe* professonas’ todoit? It may
be hard to measure physicdly, but I’ m sureit would amount to quiteabit.
Thetemptation wasoffered to us, the pricewasagood one, but thedesire
of my heart wasthat wenot giveup. | redly fdtthat it wasGod sdesireto
haveusstick it out to theend, towork on thisproject TOGETHER —not
separately, and to seeit off to our printer asafinished work.

Yet another quality that | found | needed was patience. Look at
what Webster said of patience: “ 1. Thesuffering of afflictions, pain, tail,
caamity, provocation or other evil, withacam, unruffled temper; endur-
ancewithout murmuring or fretfulness. Patience may spring from congtitu-
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tiond fortitude, fromakind of heroic pride, or from Christian submission
tothedivinewill. 4. Perseverance; constancy inlabor or exertion.” Did
you seethe part about “ unruffled temper”? | know that | did not passthat
test with flying colorsl God was quick to show memy impatience and
correct mefor my ruffledfestherd Haveyou ever heardthephrase, “ Specid
ordersdon’'tupset us?’ That hasNOT beenmy mottoinlife, butl likethe
thought that the unexpected does not haveto upset me. | should beableto
beflexiblewith everything that comesmy way throughout theday. Prac-
ticing thiskind of patienceistaking somework. | find mysdf saying, “No
problem,” asthey doin Jamaica, and sometimes| am saying it to mysalf
andfor my benefit morethan | am sayingittothepersonwithwhom| am
talking! Thecookbook offered one* specid order” after another. Infact,
eventhismorning wereceived another “ specid order” with the cookbook,
andwethought weweredl finished! That isokay, wecanandwill handle
it!

Ontop of everything else God was pointing out in my soul, He
wasaso pointing afinger a my attitude. | knew it wasimportant to keep
my attitude clean as| worked on thiscookbook, and | did haveto repent
for thetimesthat it wasnot clean. Asl wasmeditating onwhat effect our
attitudeswould have on thiscookbook, | had arather naturd illustration
cometomind. Inmy kitchen, when | use my cookbook, | try to keepit
clean. | do not want to ruinit withfood splattered all over the pages, nor
would | want toleaveit out inthemud outsideto beruined. | also do not
want to spiritually “dirty” the pagesof our new cookbook withmy soiled
attitude. Wemay not beableto seethat kind of dirt with our natural eyes,
but it would still bethere! What would God think of our dirty cookbook?
Wemay put apictureof smiling peopleon thefront page of the cookbook,
but that would not cover up our stinking attitudesbefore God! | believe
that thisaspect of making the cookbook wasa so very important to the
Lord. | know that Helooks at usvery differently than how wejudge
oursalves, and | could not | et thisattitude check that Hewasdoing dip by.
My hopeisthat | will leernfromdl thethings God wasdeding with during
the making of the cookbook. | do not want to go back and havetolearn
them againinaharder way!

Let me closewith theparablethat isso very appropriateto usin
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this hour. It isnot just acookbook that God wantsto create here. He
wantsto create sons. God blessyoul!

Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven isasa man trav-
elling into a far country, who called his own servants, and deliv-
ered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one; to every man according to his
several ability; and straightway took his journey. **Then he that
had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and
made them other five talents. And likewise he that had received
two, he also gained other two. ®But he that had received one went
and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. °After a long
time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.
2And so he that had received five talents came and brought other
fivetalents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto mefive talents: be-
hold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 2*His lord said
unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 2?He also that had re-
celved two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me
two talents: behold, | have gained two other talents beside them.
ZHislord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 2Then he which
had received the one talent came and said, Lord, | knew thee that
thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gath-
ering where thou hast not strawed: 2And | was afraid, and went
and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.
%Hislord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful
servant, thou knewest that | reap where I sowed not, and gather
wherel have not strawed: 2’ Thou oughtest therefore to have put my
money to the exchangers, and then at my coming | should have
received mine own with usury. 2Takethereforethetalent fromhim,
and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one
that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from
him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.
%ANnd cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness. there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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Hig ded

By Wedley Schell

| Corinthians 10:12, Whereforelet him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
st fall. For about the last three months now there
hasbeen boasting in my soul about theideathat | thought | wasstanding.
A closefriend of minewas spesking to meabout thisscripture. | toldhim
that | thought | wasdoing good on the overcoming chart. You know, the
board that marksyour progress. Surprisingly tome, hetold memy view
waswrong because God hasatimeframeinwhich Heisgoing tofulfill His
Word about the Sons of God. Thisiswith meor without me and that
causesmetobefearful of faling short of thevery desireof my heart dueto
alack of duediligenceonmy behdf. InGod, you receive back from God
asmuch asyou giveof yoursdlf. If | give20% of Wedley, | get 20% of
God, but | am still left with 80% of me. | must have awhole-hearted
approachto Godin giving Himthetotality of my existenceso| canbe
transformed and molded into Hislikeness. The conversation continued
with thetime drawing towardsan end and the necessity of aclean heart
that iscleansed from sin. Heconcluded withthe FACT that Godisca
pableof taking any personwhoistotally in submission and obedienceand
transformthat soul into ason of God. What' sthe conclusion: submission
through obediencetowardsthe heavenly callingthatisonmy life.
Thiswastotaly unexpected to me because | wastheoneboasting
inmy heart about me, and not boasting about how powerful God isto
redeemthesoul of man. | believethisfasesecurity camefrommethinking
thet working onthefarmandtheK_I.T. bulletin bought metheticket. Wrong!
Just beingintheplacethat God hasmeinwill not changeme. Changewill
only comewhen | submit to thehand of God. For example, | had alittle
problem with doing what isasked of metheway that | am askedtodoit.
| would always think that my way was the best and only way. When
somebody would have beeningtructing meto do acertain task for them,
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my mind would be thinking about how | angoingtodoit. Then| think
that, sncel got thetask done, | wascorrect. Thatiswrong; it’ sdisobedi-
ence, SIN. Blemishinthegarment. On top of that, when the person
would confront meon my workmanship, | wouldimmediately put upwalls
todefend my postion of thinkingthat | wasright. Inredlity, God ordains
these situationsto deliver my soul from thiswretched behavior thet isfar
fromrighteousnessby giving meopportunitiestolearn to submit. | thank
Godfor the peoplethat Hehasput intomy life, becausethey donotlet me
get away withanything. Just a thetimethat | think nobody iswatchingand
| candoit my way, oneof themwill come along and ask me, “What are
youdoing?’ Itredly warsagaing mebecausemy fleshisthefirst thingto
riseup, and then mountainsof raunchy attitudesfollow. Deliverancewill
only comewhen | submit and obey thecommand. Godisbeingfaithful in
giving meopportunity to submit, and | haveto beginto submit. | haveto
submit no matter how contrary to my thinking therequest is, evenif my
fleshistryingitsbest tousurp authority; | must submit and seethesdvetion
of my God.

Thetruth of thematter isthat God wantsmaturesons. Thesesons
will obey every request that God givesthem without adding their own
input. They will performthat whichistold tothem. Thesonsof God will
berighteous, pure, spiritually minded, and inthetota “likeness’ of God.
How doesoneattain to that magnitude of character? It must beworked
outinthenatural first with natural Situations. | haveto submit to natural
authority to teach me how to submit to God. The same goesfor being
obedient, respectful, and many others. Onecould say, “ That iStoo ex-
treme, God will still usemeif | disobey authority.” | ask onequestion.
Why would God ask aperson to do acertain task when the person can
not carry out ordersfromtheir own parentsor thoseingodly athority in
their life? Thisiswhy | am going tolearn to submit and obey, because|
want to beason of God and ason of God | am going to become.

| had adream acoupleof weeksago that redlly witnessed with the
conversationwithmy friend. Thedreamtook placea my neighbor’ shouse
wherel grew upinnorthernlllinois. Inthedream, therewasapile of
trusseslayinginhisyard. Therewasnofoundationlaid. | thought it meant
that my neighbor had no covering ol prayedfor him. | sharedthedream
and boy, wasl totally wrong. | wastold that the dream wasabout me, and
having trusseswithout afoundetionisthesameasacart beforethehorse.
It doesn’twork. So, theinterpretation wasthat | thought that | wasina
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place spiritudly that | am not, just like thinking that | stand and | was
admonished tofocusmy attention to thefoundation teachingsof theBra-
zen Altar and the Brazen Laver, which signify death to self. Mark 8:35,
For whosoever will save hislife shall loseit; but whosoever shall
losehislifefor my sakeand thegospel’s, the sameshall saveit. The
walk of fathisoneof givingupmy right tomyself, which | don't redlly have
anyway because| am bought with aprice (1 Corinthians6:20), and letting
God totaly purgemy soul until itisspotless. Thisisredly hard because
most of thetime find mysalf intheact of salf-preservation, Strugglingto
hold onto the thing that God wantsto change by fire. Thecorrect re-
sponsewould betojust et go andjust dieto theway that | am so God can
inscribeHisWordinmy heart.

Onelast thought, anditisabout being “ good.” Somebody told me
oneday that | wasagoodkid. It alarmed meinside and caused meto
think. Isthiswhat | want, to be good? Good??? Isbeing good what |
wascaledto? Oristhedesireof my heart to berighteous? Beinggoodis
acceptancefrom man, however, when apersonisrighteousthereisac-
ceptancefrom God. Beingrighteousiswhat | choose. Thereforeevery
foul attitude, falseidea, wrong desire, stubbornness, idol, and theunruly
evil of thetonguemust be changed!

Prayer Requests

We have a special prayer request at this time. Brother
Tommy Cook passed away suddenly on Sunday, June 19th, 2005.
Wewould like you to pray for the family members and the Body
of Christ during these coming days of adjustment. Godisableto
lift any burden and we desire that He would touch and minister to
the Cook family during this difficult time. Thank you and may
God blessand cover each one.
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