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o Fnfo Center

As every man fath received the gi’ft, even so minister
Wansame one to another, as good stewards of the mani’fo(b
grace of God. J Peter 4:10

Dear Readers, February 27, 2005

We are pleased to bring you this bulletin! It contains
very many interesting, captivating and thought-provoking articles!
Please read further to find some testimonies regarding minister-
ing in Jamaica. Many of us have written about the recent con-
ference in Florida and it brings to remembrance what we heard
there. We have an excellent word brought by Brother Burt from
the Jamaica Convention. Look down at the Table of Contents
for a list of all the other good things contained in here! Don’t
forget to send us your favorite recipes for our new cookbook!

We welcome anything you would want to submit for pos-
sible publication in the bulletin. Submissions for the next bulle-
tin are due March 8, 2005. Please remember your children
and encourage them to write for the Kids’ Chronicles!

Please send any submissions to:

News Bulletin, PO Box 409, Mahomet, IL 61853

or you may reach us via e-mail at:
KITBulletin@truevine.net

“lable of Confents

Being Led by the Spirit of God - By Nathaniel Chattic.............. 22
Florida 2004.......ccccoeieiiiiiimrem s s s s s s s s s nnnn e
Thank You From Jamaica...ccccovemercicimcrmrccsecerescsnn s s snannnes
The Desires - By Kate Trotter..........ccvviiiiiiiiinmeceemnninninnnnnnn,
The TV Psalmaccciciicrirciciirrererese s s s s s se s nmnmsnnnnsnses
Word: Say Not Unto Me Sleep On - Burt Asbill
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By Wedey Schell

A big sigh, that sounded more like a moan, came forth out of the
near exhausted mountain climber. The climber had thought the task of
climbing this mountain wouldn’t be too difficult at first. So he had pre-
pared a backpack of miscellaneous itemsto take with him. But, in reality,
the task was proving more difficult than he had anticipated. After toiling
for a time up the steep slope of the mountain, the climber was nearly
exhausted because the resistance of his backpack increased with each
step. The weight of the backpack was draining his muscles of the energy
needed to complete the climb. He decided to sit down a while to rest.
While resting, he began to search his backpack. Only it comes to his
awareness, the items in there are not for mountain climbing, but scuba
diving. Redlizing that he is going up a mountain, not under the ocean, he
casts off the scuba gear. In his exhilaration he exclaims, “| fed lighter
and refreshed to climb again.”

Of course we are not speaking of aman actually physicaly climb-
ing up amountain, nor do we believe that a person who is going to climb
amountain would pack scubagear. But it relates a spiritual problem that
we al have in some measure. We are speaking of climbing the spiritual
mountain that brings us into the presence of Yahweh, and in ourselves, we
are dl asiill equipped as this man who had the scuba gear. Micah 4:2,
And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach usof hisways, and wewill walk in his paths: for thelaw shall
goforth of Zion, and theword of the LORD from Jerusalem. The moun-
tain can be related to a person’s destiny in God. In order to reach the top/
fulfill the destiny, every hindrance and weight of this world must be cast
aside.

Isn't it interesting that many of the items in the soul of man will
hinder him in his trek up the mountain? This idea first came to me after
the Jamaica Seminar in June of 2004. During Jamaica, | surrendered a
portion of my will to God and dedicated myself to Him to fulfill the des-
tiny | havein God. | covenanted with God through water baptism to dieto
myself: i.e. aspirations in life and desires. After Jamaica, God searched
the depths of my soul and brought to light hindrancesthat | held onto from
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my rebellion. Some of them were pacts that | made with friends, thought
patterns of wickedness, wrong motives for doing actions, whether good
or bad, and many others. But it took God to revea them to me. He-
brews12:1, Wherefore seeing we al so are compassed about with so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let usrun with patiencetheracethat is set
before us. With al that, the thought of breaking more tiesthat | have to
thisworld and removing the excess baggage prompted meto go to Florida.

The Bible states in Hebrews 10:25, Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselvestogether, asthe manner of someis; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more asye see the day approaching. Do you
see that day approaching? If your answer is yes, then you should have a
specific desire for the assembling together. God has been telling us that
we are not ready, and conventions are an opportunity of preparation. One
of many reasons why we are not ready is division among the Body of
Christ. | know this personally because | was encouraged during Florida
2004 to overcome this with a particular Christian. Before Florida, we
never really spent time together, or even talked much beyond hi/bye. It
was God's timing to change my stinking attitude of having my nose too
high in the air to acknowledge others and PRAISE GOD for it. | prayed
and prayed, but nothing changed until | changed my attitude towards the
person and chose to love them. Now one month later, our relationship has
skyrocketed to where we can have conversations together and enjoy each
other’s company. We both know that God is shattering our jagged edges
by rubbing us together. As tough as it is sometimes, we will overcome.
Through this experience, | found out that | was my own worst enemy
because the person is a wonderful Christian, loves Jesus, sings praises
frequently, and serves God daily.

The principal of preparation is an on-going revelation that the
Lord has been speaking to me at the conferences that | have been attend-
ing. The biggest portion of being ready involves obedience to the Heav-
enly Caling. Other than that, some everyday ways to preparing are to
think upon God, specifically deliverance He has brought to your soul, the
events of the Cross, the Blood, listen to Bible on CD, listen to meetings,
or reading theWord. Ephesians5:26, That he might sanctify and cleanse
it with the washing of water by the word. John 17:17, sanctify them
through thy truth: thy word istruth. Those two verses explain the inter-
nal process the Word does to our soul. Thisiswhy listening to the Bible
or ameeting is so much more beneficial to the overcomer than TV or the
radio. These godly habits allow Him to impart His virtue while removing
our dross. John 3:30, God must increase, but | must decrease. Think of
atime that this has happened in your own walk with Jesus. My greatest
example of God increasing and me decreasing is during Jamaica. | at-
tended the entire seminar (20 days). | didn’'t have full understanding of
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what was spoken, but | had a desire for more of God. Before Jamaica, |
wasliving my lifefor mysdlf. There were very rough edges that needed to
be smoothed out. During Jamaica, | didn't ask for personal prayer, but
God moved marveloudly to bring deliverance to my soul. From Jamaica
until now, the Holy Ghost has been smoothing out my jaggedness and
disciplining my thoughts, attitudes, actions, tongue, and conduct. There-
fore, the assembling together is extremely important to me.

“The time is NOW,” said a prophecy in Florida. This alarm re-
sounds within my soul, giving me the awareness and the impetus to pre-
pare myself; that my soul may be presented holy, blameless, and without
spot unto Adoni. | believe that the time of the sealing of the servants of
God is coming to a close. Revdation 7:3, Saying hurt not the earth,
neither thesea, nor thetrees, till we have sealed the servants of our God
in their foreheads. Thistells methereis a specific time framein God of
the sealing. It has abeginning and an end. | want to be sealed! God has
made a provision for everyone who desiresto be one with God, to become
onewith Him. John 17:21, That they all may be one; asthou, Father, art
in me, and | in thee, that they also may be onein us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. | want to be one with Him; therefore |
need sanctification, for | know | am not ready, but | desire to be; which is
better than believing that | am, only to find out at the end of the day that |
was not. My destiny in God isto be His son: part of the 100 fold! John
1:12, But asmany asreceived him, to them gave he power to becomethe
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name. | have received
Him; therefore being a son is available to me.

The call to prepare mysdlf will not be sounded forever. Eventu-
ally, the door will be shut. Matthew 25:10, And while they went to buy,
the bridegroom came; and they that wereready went in with Himto the
marriage: and the door was shut. Thisisthe story of the five wise and
five foolish virgins. The five wise were allowed entrance to be wedded
unto Jesus, while the five foolish were denied access even though they
werevirgins. The difference is based upon having oil in the vessel, mean-
ing the Holy Spirit in our souls. This door of being Jesus' bride will be
shut to everyone who is not prepared with oil. Thisisvery serious. What
can be done? According to John 7:17, if aperson desiresto do God' swill,
God is obligated to show His perfect will. Once shown, it's your choice
to obey or rebel. Obedience isthe key to deliverance. 1 John 1.7, But if
we walk in the light, as heisin the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfromall sin.
In order to walk in the light, we have to be obeying Jesus. Disobedience
would be walking in darkness. While walking in obedience, God purifies
and develops the character qualities in the soul, which will be required
down the road, through circumstances of tribulation.

Does man have aresponsihility in overcoming or isit all on God?
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Yes, hedoes. Revelation 19:7, Let usbeglad andrejoice, and give honor
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made
herself ready. It is my job to prepare for the marriage. What do | do,
because God is telling me that | am not ready? Get al frantic and run
around like a chicken without a head-aimlesdy? No! A fireiskindled in
my soul to sanctify it. 1Thessalonians 5:21, Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good. 2 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 2 And the
very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your wholespirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The word “sanctify” means to purify, consecrate, hallow,
and be holy. God isfaithful to reveal my shortcomings, thus keeping me
in a state of humility, repenting every single day, asking God to change
my nature to be like His. | am getting serious with God about the condi-
tion of my soul and what | am doing with my time. | don’t want to do
anything that will hinder God' s Kingdom from bursting through my flesh.

The scripture saysin | Corinthians 11:28, But let every man ex-
amine himself. | find the need to examine my actions daily. Beyond my
examination, the Holy Ghost searches deeper than | ever could. Proverbs
20:27, The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searching all the
inward parts of the belly-soul. Whatever God revealsthat iswrong, | take
to Him immediately for deliverance. If words of death dip out of my
mouth, wrong attitudes are expressed, or a corrupt thought flashes into
my mind, | cry out to God asking Him to deliver my soul from thiswretch-
edness. Déliver Me! Deliver Me! Deliver Me! | believe that God can
transform my soul, because He hasl  The only way | can be like God isto
repent of me and change my ways as He changes my soul. He will not
change. | have to do all the changing. James 1:17, Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

In Nebraska, God admonished me to consider my ways. Haggai
1:2, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The
timeisnot come, thetimethat the LORD’ S house should bebuilt.|sit
time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie
waste? > Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your
ways. ® Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not
enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but
thereisnonewarm; and he that earneth wages earneth wagesto put it
into a bag with holes. In verse 5 the word “ways’ is “derek,” #1870 in
the Strongs, and it means “ course of life, mode of action, conversation, or
custom.” How much of my “way” has been considered?

To consider my ways, | need astandard to compare myself againgt,
the standard being the nature of Christ. Being transformed into His like-
nessismy primary goal inlife. Everything that my hands are put to hasto
line up with this goal. Throughout my life, opportunities have and will
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arise and they haveto be put to atest. God has not left us without a mea-
sure, without the means by which every effort can be judged. Thetest is
how they compare to the stature of the fullness of Christ. Does the oppor-
tunity benefit or hinder theKingdominmy life? Will participating bring forth
Hisglory? Or will doing it leave me onthe curb with my thumb sticking up
trying to hitchhikeinto the Kingdom? Discerning which path, requiresbeing
led by the Spirit. The opportunitiesthat are opened by God need to bewalked
out and those shut need to beleft in the past, not thinking of them anymore.
Luke 9:62, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looketh
back, isfit for the kingdom of God. | had this happen last fall in alife-
changing situation. God brought me to Mahomet in the beginning of the
summer. | went in faith, not knowing how long the stay was going to be. |
didn’t know anything other than | wasworking on thefarm and living with
Mr. Schneider. Ignorance is the greatest benefit sometimes.  Well, June
passed, and July was gone even faster. August was upon me and school
starts, but what about thefarm? | went to God and also sought council. The
elders could not makethe choicefor me. They pointed meto God. | wanted
them to tell me what to do. It is much easier to obey man’s voice than to
hear the voice of God for myself. | understand now that it is a scriptural
position and that isvery important to hear, for every man must work out his
own salvationwith fear and trembling. | haveto say that | amfinding thejoy
of the Lord in hearing for mysalf now directly from God or by an external
witness. No external voicewas provided because God wanted me to make
thechoiceby faith. Thiseliminated the excuse of saying that mantold meto
do this, not God. | was extremely frantic. It isvery scary and frustrating
riding thefence. Oneday all your thoughts aretoward moving thisway and
you arelistening to anything that comesintothemind. Thenonthenext day,
the exact opposite is running through the mind. Tota confusion. A sound
mindisnot possiblewhileyou areriding afencefor the devil isbombarding
your thought process to convince you to go in that direction, while God is
opening adoor to seeif you will enter. To do or not to do was the question
every day. | would wear myself out just thinking about it, stressed was
minute to what | felt like. | had to choose between two options; one to go
back to the University of Dubuquein my senior year, or to stay in Mahomet
and work on the farm. But beyond that and overshadowing those options
was my desire to serve God and fulfill my destiny in Christ, because He
paid a debt on the cross that | freely received, He and He alone snatched
my soul from the devourer. Thank you, Jesus. | had peacein my heart to
stay in Mahomet, but | was not fully ready to make the decision because
| knew it would cost me my right to my life. After weighing out what it
would cost me, | decided to stay in Mahomet. God has removed the
desire to go to school and planted me with deep rootsin Mahomet. Since
then (5 months) | know without a doubt | made the correct choice in
God'seyes. The price, my right to myself, | paid for staying in Mahomet
6



wasnot invain. God has changed the compostion of my soul to the degree
that | do not talk, act, or think like | did 5 monthsago. | am convinced that
God will not give aman more than he can handle and that the price needed
to be paid to gain more of God isfully worthit. Crucify theflesh alongwith
the cares of thisworld, pick up my crossand follow Him daily.

God isstretching out His hand for anyoneto grab. Each and every
personisresponsiblefor hearing and obeying Yahweh' svoice. You haveto
make the move. Chooselife, not death. Go to God and ask Him what you
must doto prepareyourself. Youwill not want to misswhat God hasin store
for Hispeople. Desireit! Liveit!

Also, onaside note, during Floridal officially joined Mr. Herrig's
filming team. My first opportunity for being involved in that ministry
was offered to me in Nebraska because he was short-handed for the first
meeting. My duty was to keep the camera focused where the action was:
prophesy, preaching, or anyone who is opening up to God. When | fin-
ished the first meeting, the Herrigs told me that | was baptized with fire on
the camera and congragulated me for keeping the camera stayed on Mr.
Ashill. Thisencouraged me and opened up my desireto film again. Then
in Florida | joined. This blesses my soul because it is another way of
serving. The videos and tapes have away of going beyond the realm of
the meetingsand touching people around theworld. Thank you, Mr. Herrig,
for the privilege.

Florida 2004
By Mélissa Trotter

| went to the convention in Florida without any specific expecta-
tions, just a burning desire to hear the mind of the Lord and to experience
the uplifting in the spirit from being with the extended Body of Christ. |
also wanted to find out if the Lord would confirm what He had been
saying to me individually and in our home fellowship. | must say that
God fulfilled my prayer to the highest point of what | asked. Then, to top
it off, He overflowed my cup many times over! In fact, words can hardly
express the conviction and the filling in my soul. But, here is what has
greatly impressed me about what | heard in Florida.

First of all, we are in the last days. Those who have heard this
overcomer message, this end-time word, know that at some point, we
must become sons of God and be like Jesus Christ. Well, the time is
coming fast upon us and we are not ready. We are not ready to have Christ
fully manifested in our bodies. We still have way too much flesh and
world and devil inside of us. We have not submitted to and obeyed the
Word of the Lord that has come to us in the past. We are way down low
and we should be up high. God is calling a people together to be the Body
of Christ and yet we have not dealt with our individual hearts. We till
have resentment, bitterness, gossip, backbiting going on between breth-
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ren and it may destroy us.

God is looking for a people who have laid down their own lives,
who have fasted, not just the food of one meal or a few days, but have
fasted, or given up their whole lives, who have fasted their own aspira-
tions, who have drawn out their souls to the hungry. We have this indi-
vidual responsibility but on the corporate leve, it is even greater. God
wants to express Himsalf through a body, and use a people to express
Himself to the whole world. The people of God must come together and
act like a Body, rather than being so concerned with each person’s own
family, own well-being, own house and piece of ground.

As | thought about this, | thought how much we, as Americans,
really do operate on our “declaration of independence.” It is a thought
pattern that gets integrated in all realms of life. Me, mysdlf, and | on my
own idland, not dependent on anyone dse, free to do my own thing. We
are NOT freeto do our own thing. We are supposed to be slaves of Jesus
Christ, attaining to the high calling of being His bride, a corporate bride,
and yet, how much do | love, agape love, my fellow bdiever?

This verse is pertinent for our time. | John 3:2-3, Beloved, now
arewethe sonsof God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as heis. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as heis pure. What sticks out is that phrase, “purifieth
himself.” If we have this hope in us, being like him, we must purify
ourselves. | think that the word “purify” encompasses a very large arena
of thingsin our souls and in our lives. Ephesians 4:31-32 was quoted at
the convention, Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away fromyou, with all malice: And beyekind
oneto another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ’' s sake hath forgiven you.

In all of this, it must be understood that there is a very real devil
who hates us. He wants to see the Body of Christ ruined. Heistheking
of diversion and subversion. The convention started out with a message
concerning the spirit of division. This spirit isworking overtime because
adivided people cannot conquer anything. Even simple displeasure at the
way someone is acting or irritation about the way something was done
startsto grow in the heart, which soon comes out of the mouth asgossipin
talking about it to another person. Then you have defiled that person and
they must deal with the problem that you caused them. It was said that the
devil lovesto pick out faults and magnify them in our minds and then talk
about them to somebody. This all destroys the body. It was said that
maybe the most critical areais between husbands and wives. Because of
the familiarity, we talk too much and bring many problems to our spouse.

A brother started a message reading from Micah 7:6, For the son
dishonoureth thefather, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the
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daughter in law against her mother in law; a man’s enemies are the
men of his own house. He said that thisis an extreme scripture, but we
live in an extreme time and we are an extreme people. We have a hirth-
right, something precious, yet we do not even know the fullness of it. We
do have an earnest expectation. With that encouragement, the essence of
the word that came forth is that the enemy is working very hard to sepa-
rate and divide parents and children, people of our own house. The war-
fare against the devil ishard and will be hard, but God promisesto deliver
our children. Things are coming that are going to rock us. All hdl is
going to break loose, but our prayer can be that God would forewarn us.
Prepare yourself to battle! Watch as a good watchman. Pray that God
would help us to stand our watch because it is our fault if something
happens during our watch. The devil iswalking as aroaring lion, alying
lion. Weresist him by staying steadfast and immoveable. He likesto stir
us up where we are weak so we need the Holy Ghost. Whenever you find
adevil inyou, cast him out. Thisisthe season of casting out the devil. “I
don’t want you, devil. | have no partinyou.” Never betired of repent-
ing and casting out the devil.

Anocther part in all of the preaching that stuck out to me was the
encouragement of how to overcome. One more thought | had was that all
this chastening and reproving we have heard, besides the remedy, is very
good because it meansthat God' s mercy is still available, that we have the
opportunity still to overcome. The thing you have to overcome is the you
inyou. | have great power in the Lord but it needs to be mixed with faith.
| John 1.7, But if we walk in the light, as he isin the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth usfrom all sin. Walk inthelight. Thelight revealsthesin and
if you are in fellowship, the Blood of Yeshua cleans you. The next point
to follow thisis Psalm 119:105, Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path. Our minds must be stayed upon God. Play the Bible
in your home, in your car, in your walkman. A righteous song may bein
your heart. Meditate upon it and sing it. The Word of God in your mind
will lift you out of worries, concern and stress.

There is power in the spoken word. Speak positively. God has
put in usthe spirit of prophecy (Revelation 11:3). Be careful what we say.
We can speak positive to our children. For example, “You shall be an
overcomer.” “You areason of God.” | could think up alot more. Maybe
we should make a list of choice phrases to speak over our children, our
spouses, our fellowships!

We may say, “What can | pray? What can| do?’ A good answer
is, “Pray about your wretchedness. Fast and pray, fast and pray until you
hear the voice of the Lord and meet with Him. Cry out to the Lord for the
Holy Spirit to fill your vessd. Tell Him you want to know Him.” God
desires His sons to hear and obey His voice.
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More than one person ministered concerning the fact that the seal-
ing of the servants of God isjust about over. We are coming to the end of
this dispensation. In reading the word by Brother Kotrlain this bulletin,
he makes it so clear that the sons of God will come forth at the beginning
of the 3 Y2 years, which we believe will soon be upon us! When the door
is opened, those who are ready and waiting will go in with Him to the
marriage and the door will be shut and that will beit.

As the days of the convention unfolded, there was much reminder
to pray and prayer for President Bush. It was said that it is necessary that
we continue to fast and pray for the President, for hislife and for wisdom
for him, that God, who is light, would overcome the forces of darkness.

For me personally, the most exciting word | heard at the conven-
tion was about love, because it was exactly what God had been talking to
me about. It is so encouraging to know that you are really hearing the
Holy Spirit talking to you. It was a big confirmation of the tremendous
need for agape lovein our lives. | believethis messageisfoundational for
functioning asthe Body of Christ and also expressing Christ to the people
around us. God'sloveisso encompassing, it must permeate every area of
our lives. 1 John 4:16, God islove; and hethat dwelleth in love dwelleth
in God, and God in him. Man is the only creature that God created to
love, but our love is on such alow plane. Agape love is so much higher
than what we have. When our bodies are sick, we should put the sickness
before God and allow the life of God to flow so that we are healed. Life
of God is love of God. When we move in love, it is the highest form of
holiness that we have. Under the pressure of hate is when our love shows
at its greatest. When we can impart love to someone who is cruel and
hateful to us, we have attained a higher level. Love will cancel hate.
Love thinketh no evil. Agape love is the kind spoken about in | Corin-
thians 13. The love of God in you will deliver you from every carna
thing. Hate must go! Troublewill always be around you but there are two
waysto go —life, peace, joy, love, praise or distress, worry, sadness, pain.
Of course, the first isthe presence of love in your heart and the last isthe
lack of love. Jesussaid, “If you love Me, keep My commandments. Pray
for them that hate you and persecute you and despitefully use you.” A
guestion we may ask is, “How can | turn my phileo love into agape love?’
Think of your own child or brother or sister and turn that compassion into
lovefor the other human being who is hurting you. Loveisnot passive. It
isaforce, apower. If you say that you don't love your spouse, then you
don't love God. Hateisanything that fallslessthan love. Thekey islove
of God. IF we love God, we will keep His commandments.

My prayer as| publish thisin the bulletin is that the words would
go forth and produce lifein the readers. This convention wastruly a huge
stepping stone in my life. It has greatly contributed to my zeal for the
Lord' s house. My whole time in Florida with my children and the breth-
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ren there was a great experience and alearning one. It expanded the bor-
dersof my tent, soto speak. | thank God for the privilege of being thereand
His wonderful care of me.

About Our Father’s Business
By Stacy Ashill

For me, personally, the December conference in Florida was one
that | went to with the prevailing thought being that | desperately needed
God to move on my behalf. | am not referring to the natural circum-
stances and things that surround me, but | am referring to the change
needed in my own soul. | believe that God met and continues to meet this
cry of my heart.

My Florida Report might be alittle bit different in that it is more
of atestimony than anything else. As| previoudly stated, | went to the
convention with some definite desires on my heart, but as the meetings
began and progressed, | found myself more out of the meetings than in
them! Our youngest child spent a good portion of her time throwing fits
and screaming and our second-to-youngest had recently been potty-trained,
so we were frequently taking trips to the bathroom. It seemed like just
when | would be able to sit back down with one, the other would have to
be taken care of. Up and down, up and down, up and down... bits and
pieces of the Word would reach my earsbut it seemed like | wasn't ableto
get the continuity of what wasfully being said. After about halfway through
the convention, | was so discouraged and began to wonder why | was
even there. It was during one of the many “up and down” times that |
walked outside with my baby, totally convinced my kids were the worst
behaved in the world and began to cry out to the Lord, “God, why am |
here? | am only able to get bits and pieces here and there and with all that
is going on with the children, | am more discouraged than anything else!”
It was at that moment that God began to minister to me that the most
important thing for me to do wasto obey Him. If He desired meto bein
this place (Florida) at this time (the December conference), then the most
important thing for me to do was to be there... even if it meant “up and
down” with children! At that point, the peace of the Lord came over me.
The exciting thing was, | now understood that as | walked in obedience, it
was working something of afaith within me. Now | would trust Him that
no matter how big or small a portion | thought | was hearing, God knew
my spiritual need, my desire for Him, and the circumstances of dealing
with small children and He would be faithful to meet me.

Aside from what was going on in my own personal sphere of
environment, there were so many excellent, timely words that were being
delivered to those gathered at the convention. | would like to share afew
of the impressions that came to me from the meetingsin Florida. In one
of the messages it was shared about our need for resurrection life to be
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working in the midst of our circumstances. You know, | don’'t know if
you are like me or not, but many times | just get so wrapped up in being
tribulated that | can lose sight of why | am being tribulated. It iskind of
like the “can’t see the forest for the trees’ syndrome! | am praying that
God would grant me the vision in the midst of the fireto seethat it iswith
the intent of crucifying my flesh that | might be raised up in the resurrec-
tion life of Jesus Christ! What a simple truth and yet so refreshing and
needful to be reminded of it!

Something else that struck me was what was shared about the
dispensations of time and how God has an allotment of time for His plan
and purpose to be fulfilled. It isamazing to look at some of the wordsin
Ephesians 1:10 (I have included their Strong’s meaning with them), That
in the dispensation [household, stewardship] of the fulness [copious-
ness, what is filled as a container, performance, period] of times [occa
sion, opportunity, season] he might gather together in one all thingsin
Christ, both which arein heaven, and which areon earth; even in him.
Many times God uses natural illustrations that help me to understand His
principlesalittiemoreclearly. Asl wasthinking about thisverse, | thought
about our bulletin. Each one of us on the bulletin staff has assignments
that we agree to take responsibility for. It is our duty to fulfill these re-
sponsibilities to the best of our ability and to do it in the aloted time
period. If | don't “fedl” like doing my portion, it might hinder the work of
the bulletin, but it doesn’t keep the bulletin from going forth in a timely
fashion. The bulletin goes on with or without you and | believeit is even
more so with God. He has a set time-frame for Hiswill to be done and He
desires for us to move within the framework of that plan. If we choose
not to, He will go on to someone who isready and willing. | redly likethe
visual picture Strong’ s gives about the fulness of times likened unto afull
container, copious, about to overflow - nothing can hold it back!

Anocther thought that came in one of the messages shared was
about the necessity to be about the Father’s business. This point was so
strongly relayed and tied into many of the other things that we were hear-
ing. Asl have been meditating on this particular point of being about our
Father's business, | was reminded of the story of Jesus in the temple at
twelve years of age. When his parents found Him in the temple, His
response to them was, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that |
must be about my Father's business? (Luke 2:49). If we can recognize
that God has aplan and purpose for each one of usindividually that, aswe
fulfill that portion we have been called to, thereisa coming together, as
a puzzle would, to form the Body of Christ. We, with our finite minds,
cannot comprehend the extent of how God desires to move His Body in
the end-time but it al begins with each us walking in obedience to the
situations that God has placed us in. Now, God was not only faithful to
deliver that admonishment to us, but He also exposed some very real and
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tangible situations that we have been lacking in, as abody, and one of them
being the building herein Mahomet. Thisword, along with the others, has
caused me to reflect upon my own sdlf, to reassess and to make adjust-
ments, asnecessary. Itisso easy to get caught up inthenormal, daily living
that we can loose focus of the perspective of God.

If 1 could sum up my thoughts on this convention and what it
seems likethe Lord isreally stressing in this hour is the absolute need for
the people of God to beintheright place, doing theright thing, at theright
time. How do we get into that place? By simply obeying the Lord when
He speaks. If weredlly believe we are in the end-time, knowing the time
will determine where we are to be, and being in the right place will deter-
mine what we should be doing. May we al have the utmost desire to be
about our Father’s business

Bread of Heaven
By Kate Trotter

December is awonderful time of year for our family, not because
of the holidays, but because of the Florida conference that we are privi-
leged to attend. God has blessed us with the opportunity to gather and
each time, | appreciate the meetings and the brethren more.

It isinteresting how situations and God' s provisions can be very
much the same from year to year. Last year | wrote about God' s goodness
in providing for us to get to Florida and as | reflected on His provision
again this year, | realized that God is just as good and faithful as ever.
Again, | found myself in front of my computer, pondering over the num-
bers on the screen before me. You know, the typical financia scene, with
me rubbing my forehead, wondering how | would make it work, but know-
ing that | was going no matter what and that it was an issue that would
haveto beresolved. Asl asked God what to do, | decided it wouldn’t help
to keep stewing over it and that | would just begin to do the other work
that laid waiting for attention. | picked up an envelope and found in it a
check with my name on it and a note explaining that it was for our travel-
ing expenses! God is just so perfect and timely! Asiit turned out, God
met all our needs for traveling to the conference, staying down there,
eating there, everything! God is a detailed God, He did not forget one
thing! As | have experienced before, one can always count on Jesus.

In the planning of our trip, the traveling arrangements began to
change shortly before we were to leave. We took on a second vehicle,
which | wasto help drive with my sister-in-law and her four children. My
parents would drive their vehicle and my two children would ride with
them. | must say that | was uneasy about handling the difficulty level that
thistrip may have presented, but | knew that God was saying | would just
have to buckle down and get myself in order so that | could do what He
was requiring of me. After much overcoming, the day of the trip arrived
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and | awoke with the determination that | would do a good job, have a
good attitude, and be “buckled down” and ready to handle anything that
God put before me.

The first shift of driving fell to me, and we drove off, bathing
ourselves in a time of prayer over the two-way radio between the two
vehicles. After acouple hours of driving, we found ourselves entering the
snow blown territory of the south. | was put back in the driver’s seat and
thus began an all-day adventure! The states of Kentucky and Tennessee
had been hit with a snow and ice storm, and they were unequipped to
clear their roads in an expedient manner. The conditions of the roads
wereterrible! Mile after mile, it was my job to stay behind my dad’ struck
and keep our van ontheroad. | must say, | was very nervous at times, yet
with a calm sense of fulfilling my duty asthe driver. That old devil was
busy reminding me of horror stories of accidents on snowy roads, but
when | told my sister-in-law that | was struggling with scary “thoughts,”
she squelched them immediately by opening her mouth and pronouncing
the devil aliar. Haldujah! That really ministered to my soul and lifted
me out of the place of believing and being frightened by his lies.

| began to pray about the roads and the situation in which we were
driving. Our van didn’'t handle the road nearly as well as the truck | was
following, but | needed to follow just the same. As| prayed and asked
Jesus to cover our vehicle, | had the thought, the visual picture, that Jesus
had put His hand down on the top of our vehicle. The hand was the size
of the top of the van and it was holding the vehicle onto the road. |
rejoiced in the comforting thought that He had everything in control and
that His hand would keep our vehicle on the surface of that snowy, icy
road. For over seven hours of driving on rough wintry roads, | believe
God kept us. (My hands were quite sore from gripping the wheel, but
God certainly did keep us!) We came through that weather unscathed by
any plan that the devil had for us and we had not turned back. Interest-
ingly enough, turning back was never an option in my mind, nor was it
discussed or mentioned by any of our group of travelers. Going to Florida
for the convention was uppermost in all of our minds, and though it would
take much longer to get there, through much more difficult conditions,
our desire was to join the brethren and to hear the words that God was
going to deliver to us. | believe that God blessed our desires and granted
our petitions!

Upon arriving at our hotel in Florida, my parents and | came upon
an unusual problem. We were grumpy with each other! For your better
understanding, we have traveled together many times and have not expe-
rienced thisissue with each other before. A night of sleep did not seem to
help our attitudes, and we found ourselves arriving at the parking lot of
the first meeting with the situation unresolved. We have always gotten
along with each other on our tripsl What was the matter now? It did not
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takelongtofind out. The meeting started and therewasaterriblefedling of
heaviness and oppression. Even in my condition, | could fedl it. After a
short time, someone got up in front and began to minister during the singing.
They described their personal circumstance before coming to the meeting
and explained that it was a spirit of divorce moving inthe Body to separate
the Body of Christ. | wasamazed to hear the speaker describing asituation
that was much like our situation! | was convicted that |, too, had been
moving in the spirit of divorce and needed to repent. Inamoment, wewere
encouraged to go to those with whom we had issues and to repent to them.
Weall repented to each other and agreat weight waslifted off of my shoul-
ders. | marveled at thewisdom of my God in coming directly to the crux of
the matter and dealing so specifically with usl How perfect is His knowl-
edgeandtiming!

Another revelation came during this first meeting of the confer-
ence. Asthe brother spoke about the spirit of divorce, he mentioned that
his complaints about the accommodations at the hotel were a participa-
tion in that spirit against the brethren that had worked to provide them. |
was quickly cut to the heart upon hearing that, because | had made an
issue of my sleeping arrangements and my lack of comfort in my bed. |
had not dept well and when | was casually asked about my rest, | made
sure that the asker knew of my displeasure. However, upon listening to
the explanation of the spiritual implications of the situation, | began to
repent. Therewasaredization that | had also placed my burden upon and
spread my bad attitude to those with whom | had vented my grievances. |
was very sorry indeed! It has been alesson well learned and | hope not to
repeat the same mistake twice!

Reviewing my notes for the conference always brings the word
back to my mind with such freshness. | found that God spoke many
things to us during the meetings and would like to share with you some of
the things that were highlights for me. Near the beginning of the confer-
ence, Brother Peter Schneider was sharing and he began to go through the
illustration of Luke 14, the invitation to the feast and the excuses that the
men gave for their lack of attendance. He pointed out that the distraction
of careers, our domicile and our family are often the very thing that comes
between us and God. We allow those things to divert us and use them as
excuses to not serve God in the way that He desires for us. Brother
Schneider encouraged us to study the lives of men throughout history
who had laid down their livesto give everything to God. Those testimo-
nies ought to encourage us and spur us on to follow Jesus Christ. | was
encouraged to begin spending much more time reading that type of book
to my children in our daily time of family reading. | realized that when-
ever we have read books of that type together, my children are greatly
inspired and encouraged in their faith in God and in their desire to do
more for Him. This exhortation that was given was repeated more than
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once during the conference by afew different brothers. | believe that the
Lord was saying that we need to know our heritage and history as Chris-
tians. There have been many men that have gone on before us and paid a
tremendous pricefor the work and the continuation of the Gospel of Christ.
We, as those who desire to be the sons of God, should not be doing less
with our own lives.

Another brother, Mr. David Walter, ministered on another topic
that has been at the forefront in my life for some time now. He spoke
about the respect and honor that is missing in this society. | have two
young boys and a somewhat unique situation that they are being raised in.
One of our continual battles has to do with respect and honor for parents.
In light of our struggle to create honor and respect in our home, | have
found myself very sensitive to the dishonor and disrespect | see when |
leave my home and move about in the public. It seems as though the
tables have been turned in this society, in that, respect and honor is given
to children and not given to adults. | was delighted to hear the topic
addressed in the midst of the Body's gathering and | hope that we all
begin to see with clear sight the negative influence of our society upon
our children and the spiritual pressure that is on them causing them to
struggle greatly as we attempt to create in them the character quality of
respect and honor.

Many words that were brought during the conference ministered
strongly to me. Brother duCille spoke several times, but at the final meet-
ing, he brought aword on agape love that really convicted many of us. He
began by explaining that anything outside of love is hate, including indif-
ference. If he had stopped preaching right there, | am sure that we would
have had our plates full of conviction already. However, that was not the
end and the continuation further drove the point home that the key to
everything is: LOVE OF GOD. We are to impart the love of God to
everyone, but we will have risen above the human realm if we are able to
impart the love of God to someone who is not lovely, to someone who is
cruel and hateful to you. He explained that the love of God flowing out of
us is supposed to cancel out the hate, but what is happening is that the
hate is canceling out our love! We simply must repent and riseup in love,
that we can fulfill al that God has called usto do and be. There was also
a correction given to us during thisword. Brother duCille explained that
loveisnot passive; it isnot loveto have the attitude, “ You can do anything
you want because | loveyou.” This gave me abetter view on love, smply
because I’ ve found that attitude really does exist. Upon leaving this meet-
ing, | was so full of thoughts on this subject. There was so much for
which to repent! There till is so much that | must repent for on this
matter of my lack of love. | desireto love. | desire that my motives for
everything | do are not based on anything other than love for God. |
bedieve that God will bring meto that place and that condition of heart and
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| believethat Hewill doitfor all of us. | strongly encourageyouto listento
this meeting when the recordings are available. 1t will truly give you anew
perspectiveon love.

As always, the meetings were food for my hungry soul. My hope
and prayer is that the seeds that have been planted in my heart would
bring forth fruit. However, | am finding that | don’t want to be a 30-fold
fruit producer or a 60-fold fruit producer. | long to be a 100-fold pro-
ducer! As we come closer to the day of the Lord, the messages in the
conferences are getting more direct in dealing with our hearts and our
positions. | pray that the Body of Christ, including me, can take hold of
the words that were ministered and let them become a part of our very
beings. God bless you!

Reflections on the Florida Conference of 2004
By Paul Davis

While at the recent conference in Florida | was very directly con-
fronted with issuesthat are quite dear to my heart and especially effect my
daily living. During this conference we were once again challenged to
enter into a higher placein Christ. This has been a consistent theme over
the past two years or more in each conference and yet there came some
very practical aspects that | would like to share with all of you. A word
came regarding the use of our money which triggered in me both a need
for repentance regarding personal spending habits and somethoughts about
how the spending of money affects our daily life in a very rea way.

Let me say that | was challenged in the arena of how casualy |
have used money in the past to live my life in a certain comfortable style.
Because God has been very gracious to mein the arena of finances | have
seldom lacked for creature comforts and have had fairly ready access to
“disposable income.” This has allowed me to purchase non-essentials
with relative ease and without much, if any, questioning of God as to how
should | spend my money. Really what the Holy Spirit convicted me of
was that it is His money and | am a steward thereof and thereby respon-
sible/answerable for how it is dispersed. During the meetings, | was di-
rectly confronted/challenged about my lack of sensitivity to the Spirit of
God when it comes to the spending of money. The message that brought
thisto the fore was one dealing with the languishing of the building project
in Mahomet. This was the second time in as many conferences that this
topic was brought to our attention by the Holy Spirit and so | recognized
it asatruth that God is speaking to us about very clearly. (Il Corinthians
13:1 Inthe mouth of two or more witnesses et every truth be established.)
| therefore found it necessary to alow the Holy Ghost to examine my
heart in this matter and do some repenting for how | have been walking
out this gospd of the Kingdom. While the Spirit was in the process of
speaking to me regarding this matter of the spending of money, He pulled
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together some seemingly diverse thoughts. | would like to take a few
moments to share these with you in the hopes that they will be an encour-
agement to you.

First, | want to preface this with the understanding that we have
regarding the wrestling in the spirit that we do on adaily basis. This, we
know from scripture, is not a wrestling with flesh and blood but with
powers and principalities and so all the practical aspects of our life are
governed by this spiritual fact.

We have learned in the past the principles of covenants/agree-
ments and how they are made by the shedding of blood. We aso under-
stand that money is a substitute for the shedding of blood when making a
covenant agreement. Under the Levitical law, if aman could not make a
sacrifice with an animal, he could redeem/sacrifice with money. Hence
we understand the spiritual application of the spending of money is mak-
ing agreements (covenants) with spirits.

| found thisto be avery real truth when recently afamily member
asked me if they could borrow some money from me. | did not think
much about the implications at the time and agreed to loan this individual
somemoney. Almostimmediately upon doing so | began to haveto wrestle
with temptations, thoughts and spiritsthat | had thought | had dealt with a
long time prior to thisevent. Asthiswrestling went on for several days |
began questioning God in earnest about what was going on. After the
third day He spoke to me very clearly upon my first waking up. He just
said, “The passage of money.” Immediately | knew He was speaking
about the money | had loaned. | realized that the individua | had given
the money to was not living a clean lifestyle and that the spirits that were
ruling in their life were coming to attach themsalvesto me. When | spoke
to my wife about this she confirmed that she too was fighting some of the
very same things for the past three days. | quickly repented of my pre-
sumptuous sin and broke the agreements that | had made with these spirits
and we were both freed from the temptations and wrestling. This was a
very direct and clear lesson to me about the use of our money and the
affects that it can have upon our lives.

Thus | have had some direct confrontation by the Spirit of the
Lord regarding my spending habits. This has led me to think/meditate
upon things regarding spending and so it has been somewhat in the fore-
front of my thought prior to going to the recent conference. So when the
Holy Spirit began to speak about our money habits it brought to the fore
some scriptures and thoughts that I’ ve been contemplating for a while.
The first one was the passage from Revelation. “**And he causeth all,
both small and great, rich and poor, freeand bond, toreceiveamark in
their right hand, or in their foreheads. ’And that no man might buy or
sell, save hethat had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number
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of hisname.” (Revelation 13:16-17 KJV)

| have been meditating on this verse considering how this might
cometo pass. The understanding that the “mark” is not a tattoo or some
kind of chip, but alifestyle/mindset |leads me to believe that there is going
to come a time when due to our sensitivity to the Holy Ghost we will not
for conscience sake be able to buy or sdll in the marketplace. If we can
open the eyes of our understanding we will recognize that “the mark of
the beast” is man’'s thought processes. It isalifestylethat is conformable
to devilish thinking.

Let me explain abit more. Because we know that goods are often
made in conditions that exploit others both physically and mentally, our
conscience should not allow us to purchase such goods. Explicitly | am
referring to goods made in China. We know that there are dave intern-
ment campsin Chinawhere brothers and sistersin Christ are among the 5
to 6 million who are being forced upon the threat of life to manufacture
every type of dry goods being exported to the United States. (Go to
www.laogai.org for confirmation.) We also ought to be aware that these
spiritsthat compel the Chinese to move in the manner and fashion they do
are encouraging them to follow an eventua path of world domination.
They are the same spirits which drove Hitler to place peoplein concentra-
tion camps. They move in fear, cruelty, domination, starvation, depriva-
tion, and ultimately murder for the accomplishment of their goal. In order
to remain in positions of dominion they must squash any resistance to
their position of power.

Secondly, the word came during the meetings from Malachi. “ And
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the
sonsof Levi, and purgethem asgold and silver, that they may offer unto
the LORD an offering in righteousness.” (Malachi 3:3 KJV)

Hearing this particular scripture caused me to understand a direc-
tive from the Lord earlier in the day when He had spoken to me to look at
the passage detailing Jacob’'s prophesy over his son Levi. “Simeon and
Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my
soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be
not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill
they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and
their wrath, for it was cruel: | will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them
inlsradl.” (Genesis 49:5-7 KJV)

The story behind this “blessing”/prophesy can be found in Gen-
esis 34: 1-29 regarding the vengeance that Levi and Simeon took for the
rape of their sister Dinah. What we see in these passages is the action of
covenants being made with spirits of anger, deceitfulness (lying), cruelty,
murder, theft, and self-will (pride), because of the murderous rampage of
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these brothers and the shedding of blood. The prophet Malachi declared
that these covenants must be purified (purged) from the sons of Levi.

These were the same spiritsthat Christ encountered when the high
priest and the Sanhedrin accused Him and brought Him to be crucified.
The Sanhedrin moved with cruel ruthlessness to protect their position. In
doing so they moved in deceit when bringing Yeshua to Pilate and saying
that He ought to be crucified because He was anti Caesar. They stole life
from Christ by advocating His crucifixion. They also did this with much
anger and malice. These are spirits that many of us in the church still
need to overcome.

Now you may be asking yoursdlf, “what does this have to do with
the spending of money?’ When we spend money we are entering into
agreement/contract with another. By the spending of money we give tacit
approval of those things that others are involved in.  Asthe Holy Spirit
was speaking to me about the cleansing of the sons of Levi, | could see
that these specific spirits of cruelty, deceit, murder, anger, sefwill, are all
common to the systematic use of dave labor found in China. The system
of much of the manufacturing that goes on in this country is based upon
the use of men and women in “re-education centers’ (laogai). They are
producing everything from toothpicks to television sets, all under the use
of intimidation, beatings, threats and murders. The world as a whole is
not allowed to see the conditions of this manufacturing. Thisis deceitful-
ness at its highest degree. It is also cruel, murderous, full of anger and
certainly exercising of self-will, as they do not recognize any other way
but their own.

As the sons of God, we are to overcome these spirits. We need to
recognize that when we spend money, buying goods made under the unc-
tion of these spirits of darkness that we are alowing a back door to our
souls to remain open. When | loaned money (passage of money/blood), |
was saying to spirits, “You can have access to my soul. My blood isin
agreement with your activities.” When we purchase goods made in slave
labor camps we are saying, “I am in agreement with how you work, |
don’'t mind if you find comfort in my soul, also.”

Brethren, thisis serious business and we must begin to recognize
how these devils function and what alows them to continue to work in
our lives. It isnot just about human rights or national preservation. Itis
about the setting free of the sons of God for the saving of our souls. The
love of money istheroot of al evil. Do we love our money so much that
we are willing to tolerate evil? Are we willing to gain the world to the
losing of our souls? Or do we truly want to be set free from spirits of
darkness? Let us examine every way we can to shut the back doors of our
souls. May God richly bless you.
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| wasinameetingjpaq it afik] OMRaEthe versesthat weregiven
prompted meto think about what it meansto be led by the Spirit of God.

The scripture says, He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches (Revelation 3:6, 13, 22). ThereisaWordthatis
being given unto usat thistime, and it isimportant for usto not only listen,
but understand who is speaking the Word to us—God! Itishighly critical
that we are ableto hear God' svoicewhen Heis spesking to us, to recognize
that it is God, and after hearing His Word, to be obedient and respond ac-
cordingly to what Heis saying to each one of us. Simpleenough in theory,
right? However, it is one of the most evident problemsthat we as a Body
faceinthistimeframe. Theenemy ispulling out al the sopsin order to keep
our attention from God in order to distract us, deter us, keep usoccupiedin
anatural arenawith natural circumstancesin order to steal away any time,
resource(s), or energy that we could begiving to God. Anditisnot goingto
become any easier for usasthetimefor the coming of Christ draws nearer
and nearer. We have heard the Word. Wearenot ready. Wearenot inthe
place wherewe ought to bein God. But our situation is not without hope.
We havethe capability to overcome, and God can bring us up into ahigher
placein Him. Recognizing our sin and repenting to God isonly the begin-
ning. Itisadecision that we maketo turn away from sin and follow after
thewill of God, and when we makethe decision to follow after God, and do
Hiswill, we must be sensitiveto Hisvoice.

God desires sons, and we have choices to make every day re-
garding whether or not we will follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. To
hear His voice is one thing; following it does not come automatically.
The scripture says that we are to try the spirits to see whether or not they
are of God (I John 4:1). And in order to try these spirits, we have to be
in a place where we can rightly divide the Word of truth, a place where
we can correctly discern what is and is not God. That is the problem
many of us haveto deal with. “Isthisof God? Isthat of God? | feel that
this is God, so | am going to move in this direction, or be involved in
doing this or that,” and so forth. Many people run into this problem of
“feeling” that they are doing the will of God without being sure that it 1S
thewill of God.
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Honestly, | believe this happens often because what we “fed” is
more in line with what we would prefer to be doing, or what seems
easier for usto do. God does not operate on emotions. Now, we know
that He is not unfeeling. We know the scripture, For God so loved the
world (John 3:16). He loves us more than we could ever comprehend.
But He does not operate on emotions. We, however, are susceptible to
them, and when we are not yielding to the Spirit of God, our emotions
can, and often do, creep in. When we allow our emotions to override the
leading of God, when our soulish nature is not under control, our hu-
manity is allowed to cloud the divinity God desires to bring forth out of
us. It is something that we struggle with frequently. Warring in the
mind. Our will coming against thewill of God. What | desire becoming
more important than what God desires for my life.

God has provided us with so many remedies in His Word for
each circumstance and situation that we encounter. So we cannot say
that God left us “out to dry.” Left to our own devices, we will find
ourselves in a place totally opposite from where God desired us to be.
We haveto be sure that we are hearing correctly, that we are being led by
the right Spirit. If we are not being led by the Spirit of God, we need to
bein prayer and ask God to help us recognize and submit to Hisleading.
Something may be wrong with our hearing. Or worse, we hear crystal
clear, but will not do what God is telling us to do, for whatever reason.
It is a serious matter in the timeframe we are in.

Jesus is the prime example of what it meansto live alife totally
subject to the will of God. | was in a meeting recently, and praise be to
God, we were looking at afew versesin the book of John, and it wasin
line with what the Lord was speaking to me regarding being led by the
Spirit. | truly believe that one of the scriptures (11 Chronicles 7:14)
given for the Jamaica conferenceisvery appropriatefor us. |f my people,
which arecalled by name, shall HUMBLE themselves... Jesus, in spite
of everything that He ever said and did, humbled Himself, and did not
forget to acknowledge the One who made all that He could do possible.
Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do nothing OF HIMSELF,
but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise (John 5:19). Jesus was sure to show and
remind the people that He was not taking all the glory upon Himself; He
was giving that glory to His Father.

This is something that we need to remember. Sometimes we
think God operates on our time, or that we only readly need Him in a
time of extreme crisis when we, of our own strength, cannot solve the
problem. If we are not careful, we can carry a lifestyle where our will
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comesfirg, then God' swill, when it ismost convenient for us. Humility is
necessary in order to see that when we are in charge, and are unwilling to
submit to the Spirit of God, weareintrouble. TheHoly Spirit isintended to
direct us. Wemust bewillingtobeled. It goesagaingt everything that we
consider to be “American,” what we fedl our rights and liberties are, etc.
But look in the scripture. Jesus said, He that sent meisWITH me: the
Father hath not left mealone; for | do ALWAYSthosethingsthat please
him (John 8:29).

It takes recognition of, “I cannot live a true Christian life by
myself.” God anoints, God appoints, God gives the increase, not the
other way around. It takes submission. “Not my will, but thine be done,
that the fullness of the Son may dwell within this life that | have OF-
FERED thee” That'swhat it is going to take, an offering up of our life
unto God, in order that His purpose for us would be fulfilled. Not once
did Jesus move of His own accord. | cannot begin to imagine the fight
He had with His humanity and doing the work of His Father. | am sure
that it was a constant warring within Him, asit iswith ustoday. Never-
theless, He was obedient. He did not esteem Himsealf higher than any-
one else because of His personal relationship with God, and He continu-
aly did the work and will of His Father.

Thelife of Jesusis atestimony of what it meansto be led by the
Spirit of God. He did those things that pleased the Father. That is what
Christ was al about, pleasing His Father. How much more should we
be sensitive to what God is saying to us about the way we live, what we
do with our time, how we spend our money, what are we doing with the
word that He has given us? Everything that Jesus did, what He said,
how He acted, was influenced by the Spirit of God. EVERYTHING
My Father worketh hitherto, and | work (John 5:17). 24 hours aday,
every day. Jesus had to have an awareness, a sensitivity to the Spirit of
God, in order to exercisethis principle. Itisadisciplined walk. Hethat
believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on HIM that sent me. And
he that seeth me seeth him that sent me (John 12:44-45). Thisiswhat
our life should be about, pleasing God, showing forth that nature that is
not us, but Christ. When we come into that place of “it’s not about me,
but al about Him,” that is when we will know that we truly are living a
lifestyle that is wholly subject to the will of God. There will be change,
so much so that people will seeit. Of course, we will receive all sort of
responses and opinions, but that should not matter, not when our lifeis
not our own, but His. Let us continue to be led by the Spirit of the Lord.
Amen.
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Say Not Unto £-
Me Sleep On \&Z

Brother Burt Asbill Jamaica 2004

Praise the Lord! I was asked if I could bring the Word that the
Lord was quickening to me, and I was told I would have an hour-and-
a-half. Then they cut me down to forty-five minutes. It’s not so much
that I'm afraid that I can’t bring the Word that I have been given in
forty-five minutes, but what I am concerned about is your spiritual
stamina to be able to tolerate the strength and the vitality of the Word.
For the reality of the situation is that your soul has to be in a certain
condition, your soul requires a certain spiritual strength in order to
receive the seed. So, I don’t know if' [ am really going to be getting
into what God has been speaking to me about early this morning when
I was in the Word. What I really want to speak to you about is the
importance of being prepared to receive the Word of God. We have
all come here from various sets of circumstances. We have all come
out of individual homes. We have all come from individual cultures.
On top of all that, each and every one of us has our own particular
environment, an environment in which the devil has been working on
us personally; working to isolate you, working to separate you, work-
ing to get you all tied up within the realm of your humanity. Hallelu-
jah! If that were not enough, you have your own personal nature, your
own soul nature. You have to deal with your own personal inheritance.

You and I have been bequeathed an inheritance, and that inher-
itance has had the overshadowing of thousands of years of demonic
control. FFor anyone to think that they are an entity that is separated or
isolated from the effect of their spiritual environment they do not un-
derstand the reality of the spiritual realm. I believe that the world that
we are in has been divided up into at least twelve principalities. In
Babylon, many years ago when they were building the tower of Babel,
God came down and said, “Let us divide their language,” (Genesis 11:7)
and it wasn’t so much that God was giving them a different form of
speech. Because even at that time the world had ethnic grouping, but
the grouping was not as evident at that time because they all spoke
with one voice, and that voice expressed the mind that was under the
authority of the prince of darkness (Genesis 11:1). Satan was in a
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position, a place of control. He was overshadowing all of humanity. It
was because of the one voice of humanity that they could all be in one
mind, and because that mind was under the control of Satan, they were
able to do what they were doing and it was something that Yahweh
considered a threat to His plan and His purposes (Genesis 11:6-7). I
personally do not believe that what they were doing was done entirely
by natural, physical strength. Oh, yes, we can imagine this brick tower
going up with these bricks being put up layer upon layer, but what kind
of engineering would that require, what are the dynamics with regard
to the architectural understanding of the environment in which they
lived? I don’t care how high you build a physical structure, I don’t care
what you build it out of, there are laws that work against that structure.
There are laws, principles and a knowledge that is required of those
dynamics and of how they work, in the natural realm, against any
thought of elevating a structure to a place that it has the preeminence
they desired over their environment, especially if its design is to have
something of an everlasting quality. And they said, Go to, let us
build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and
let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face
of the whole earth (Genesis 11:4).

What we are talking about is the understanding of the spiri-
tual principles. We are talking about having a working knowledge of
spiritual environments. For the invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse (Romans 1:20). What we are talking about
is a people who had not been under the dominion of the natural/spiri-
tual shadow of sin for the length of time which we have been under it.
We are talking about a people that had a cognitive reality of how the
spiritual principles that govern the world worked.

Now, I am getting all of this information from the Spirit, be-
cause God is speaking to me out of the eleventh chapter of Genesis.
He said, Let us go down, least they do what? Let us go down and
confound their language, least they do what? Accomplish! Are we
talking about the spiritual God, concerned for a natural being that lives
in a natural set of circumstances acquiring something in a natural set
of circumstances? I do not think so. What we are talking about is an
opening and an awareness of the operation of spiritual principles on
the basis of spiritual knowledge that is being motivated by a spiritual
realm. And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they
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have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will
be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do (Genesis
11:6). Hallelujah! God had to go down and confound their language.
When He confounded the language, the people began to segregate them-
selves with other people that they could relate to; that they could com-
municate with on the basis of their ability in communicating thought
transference,ideas, and perceptions. There were spirits, there were prin-
cipalities, there were powers that were there in the midst of that heav-
enly realm and those principalities were assigned.

You know, when the devil took over the world, he took it over
not just in the aspect of himself alone - but he made promises. He
made promises to those angels that capitulated from the presence of
God. They moved from their position of righteousness into their posi-
tion of darkness on the premise that something would be given to
them, that these people that were in the earth would be their inherit-
ance. So, God moved in the midst of humanity, but in the moving, God
brought forth confusion and disunity! It isn’t that God wasn’t aware
of what was going on. God was very much aware of what was going
on. God wasn’t looking at what was happening at that very moment.
God was looking down through the corridors of time. It says of the
saints of the Old Testament that they saw... What did they see? John
says that Abraham saw the day of Christ (John 8:56). Hallelujah! Isn’t
that what the scripture says? My Bible must be different than yours.
What was he seeing? He was seeing the spiritual reality of the HOPE
and the DESIRE that was in God. Hallelujah!

God called Abraham, not for the purpose of blessing one man,
or for raising up one nation, but God called Abraham for the purpose
of bringing forth a man of integrity and righteousness. His purpose
was to demonstrate the reality of a spiritual realm in the midst of a
devilish generation, in the midst of a hellish environment. God called
a man that was born under sin, born under the bondage of death and
desolation under the authority of the spirit of the Prince of Chaldea,
and in that environment, without the Holy Ghost, Yahweh spoke to a
man and that man responded. Hallelujah!

We are going to stand next to men like that. On the day of
judgement and accountability we are going to stand before God in the
midst of this company of like kind. Hallelujah! What is our testimony
going to be? They did not have the Blood. They only had a reality of
a word that was spoken to them of an experience, an event that was
going to happen in the Blood. The Bible says that the Lamb was slain
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from the foundations of the earth. And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Revela-
tion 13:8).

That means that in His omnipotence, God knew that man was
going to fall into sin, and He knew that sin was going to be ruling and
reigning for some six thousand years over humanity. And He made
provisions all down the line, all through the generations of men and
women and children that were coming forth and being birthed under
this domination of degradation and darkness. God was speaking to
men about His provision for deliverance. Loose! Hallelujah! Hallelu-
Jah!

We have been called here to Jamaica for a purpose, and it is not
to get a tan, by the way. We have been called for a purpose. It is not for
you to build your own church on your pet doctrine or for you to get
your own perception or understanding of the things that God is do-
ing. It has nothing to do with it. There is a place of exaltation; there
is a place of lifting up that God is desirous to be in absolutely, solely,
totally, and entirely. Hallelujah! That is what the Word says in John, in
the first chapter. It says that God was in the world, and the world was
made by Him, and nothing that was made, was made without Him
(John 1:1-3). We need to wake up to reality. We need to wake up to the
reality of the spiritual realm that is around us and the things that are
going on in that environment and what effect it has upon us. We are
but dust! It says that man’s soul is as grass and yet we think that we
are eternal (Psalms 103:15, I Peter 1:24). Do you know that we are
only eternal on the basis of the Word that we have heard and the Word
that we cleave to? Hallelujah! There are some things coming forth in
this generation of technology, you are hearing some of it. If you are
like me, you have to struggle with some of  it, because 'm not a man of
high intellect. Hallelujah! But I understand, I understand, I under-
stand that it is imperative for me to be able to grasp hold of this reality,
that we are living in the last days, and that God wants a spiritual people
to come forth out of the midst of the muck and the mire of sin and
death to overcome the spirit of perdition. God wants a spiritual people
to rise up in the strength and vitality of the spiritual man (Christ) that
has to be birthed within their soul. My God! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Paul said, “I am always bringing my body under subjection” (I
Corinthians 9:27). He is not talking about a rigorous course of exer-
cise and doing the things that he needed to do to keep himself in shape.
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He is talking about the wretchedness and the darkness that is in his soul
and that is the nature of sin. He says, “Therefore, it is no longer I that do
it, but the nature of sin in me that does it” (Romans 7:20-23). He is
talking about overcoming that spirit that the Bible calls the spirit of the
son of perdition. Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man
of sin berevealed, the son of perdition, Thessalonians 2:3. Hallelujah!

God has called us forth as warriors. God has called us forth to
give our lives in the fight against that nature, to rise up in the strength
of the Spirit, the vitality of the anointing of God, by the Word of
God. Hallelujah! Thank God for the end-time Word that speaks to us
about those things that pertain to Sonship! Thank God for the reality
of Heaven!

We seem to think that, by some philosophical, physiological, or
intellectual way, that we can come into a place of vitality and strength.
Man has tried to do it generation after generation. There has been one
denomination after the other that has come forth on the basis of man’s
thought and what he perceived to be God, and it was not God. (It did
not hold man’s sin from manifesting in every situation that man called
God. Sin. Sin. Sin. Sin. Sin. Sin of lust, sin of greed, sin of division,
sin of separation. My God! My God! We contend for health. We
contend for wealth and we do not achieve. Where is? Where is?
Where is? Where is the desire for God? Where is the burden in the
Body to lay one’s life down for another? Endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:3). Where is
that desire for Him? Where is the desire for the nature of Christ?

We want to be vindicated, Brother Russ! Somebody stepped on
our toes. Somebody moved contrary to the way that we like. Some-
body moves in a manner that offends us. And we want to be vindicated,
we want to be exalted as being right. I was talking to a person here; I
don’t remember who I was talking to, so don’t get mad at me. But it
illustrated a point to me. They were telling me something of the situ-
ation that they were in and they were saying that they were going to
do such and such and they were going to the court for an appeal. And
I said to them, “How much appeal did Jesus have? How much did He
suffer on the basis of false accusation, and what did He do, from the
cross?” From the moment of death, after they had scourged and beat
Him, spit upon Him, and He had been marched through the city as a
mockery? Loose them! You ought to get some books out and you
ought to read about crucifixion and the populous view of it. You were
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considered less than dirt and the people could do anything that they
wanted to you. As they moved through the city, the people had the
opportunity to do whatever they wanted that was despicable and shame-
tul. We don’t know the half of it! We weren’t there! Do you think that
the movie “The Passion of the Christ” was X-rated? What about the
actuality of what really went on - and the Man was innocent! He was
innocent! He was innocent, and yet from that place, after all had been
said and done, Hallelujah, hallelujah, He didn’t get down and say, “Well,
these people aren’t worth it. These people aren’t fit. These people
aren’t quality material.” Do you know what? He knew that some of
them were not going to make it. We are talking about a man that had
the omniscience of Elohim imparted to Him. He knew that some of
them were not going to make it. Hanging up there on the cross, look-
ing upon the faces of those men, He had an intuitive, God-given knowl-
edge that some of them were not going to make it! And yet He said,
“Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). Right up to the end. Right up to
the finish. No whimpering, no quivering, no misery, no wallowing, no
self-pity, no, “My God, they are not even going to accept what I am
doing.” He said, “Father, forgive that one and that one and, by all means,
even the high priest. Father, forgive them.”

My God! Where, where, where in the midst of our humanity
is that nature? Where is that nature that reaches out, reaches out,
reaches out, reaches out for redemption? It reaches and reaches and
reaches and reaches out again and again, always offering redemption
and reconciliation.

You know, there is only one person who can tell you that enough
is enough and it is on the basis of what He has done. I don’t think He
is going to say, “Enough is enough,” because I don’t think we have
given what He has given; we have not yet resisted as unto blood. We
have not yet arrived at that place that we might have that privilege. We
have not yet earned that right and we have not yet arrived at the place
where we can be called sons. The world is always out there trying to
suck us in, to rob from us the vitality and the strength of the Word.
We think it is our intellectual perception of the Word that gives us our
spiritual vitality. Itis not the Word that makes you an end-timer! It is
the reality of the Word working in you! Who now rejoice in my
sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflic-
tions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:
Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of
God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Even the
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mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but
now is made manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning
every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving
according to his working, which worketh in me mightily (Colossians
1:24-29).

When you begin to deny the very basis of that Word, by your
actions of unbelief, you begin to erode the foundation of your salva-
tion; you begin to erode the very basis on which you have built; the
thing upon which you stand.

I was involved with a fellowship, my God, and a lot of the young
people rose up in the fellowship and said that we are too hard, too
severe, too strict, too this, and too that. We were line-Word-orientated
people. The thing that was spoken was, “You haven’t taught us. You
haven’t shown us.” I want to share something with you. It is not that
they weren’t shown; it was that they knew too much Bible. They had
too much Word, and that Word was in their soul convicting them of
their wrong thoughts and attitudes. They could not discredit the Word
but what they could do is to discredit the messengers. If you can dis-
credit the one who brings the message, and then somehow you do not
have to accept or believe the message. Their battle cry was, “Well, we
want to go to other churches.” Praise the Lord! I said, “Go to other
churches, but let me tell you what is going to happen! Let me tell you
what is going to happen with your experience of going to other
churches. You are going to participate for a while, and then, because of
the watered down gospel of righteousness that is ministered, and the
worldliness that is ingrained within their programs, it will anesthetize
your consclence to a point that your heart becomes hard of hearing
THE WORD of Yahweh and you will end up in sin.” How could I
predict it so accurately? Because their intent was not to hear the Word
of God. I said to them, “Your goal is not to hear the Word of God,
your goal is to participate in sin, you will end up in sin.” Every one of
those young people are in rebellion and in sin. Every one of them is in
sin. Sin. Sin. I must bring my body under subjection! You know, there
are a lot of things that I like to do. You know, as a human being I have
certain things that I like. There are a lot of clean activities out there
that I would like to participate in, but there are some things that I can’t
do because they are not expedient or necessary for the sake of obtaining
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the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. Now, I'm not talking about the
Gospel that I used to minister, of “get saved and get into heaven.” I'm
talking about the Gospel that walks and talks within the realm of my
soul. I'm talking about the message of God’s Word. Itis a Gospel that
has a personality, it is an entity, a life, it has a personality,. I am talking
about THE Gospel of Sonship. That is why denominations go astray,
because they don’t have the fullness being preached and manifested in
the midst of their congregations. They don’t have the actuality of the
Word that will produce the end-product (in God’s mind), working in
their soul. You know, we are not living in a time of part-time Gospel.
We are not living there anymore. The time and the season does not
afford us the part-time privilege.

Martin Luther thought that he had the entirety of Jehovah
when he received his revelation of salvation. He only had a piece, he
had but a part. Let him that hath an ear hear what the Spirit says to the
church. He had only a fraction, a drop in the bucket, a taste of what
was to come. But do you know what his revelation did for him? In his
dispensation, it gave him the strength to resist the Catholic Church.
And he resisted the Catholic Church. He still thought that The Church
was the Catholic Church. He just thought that their doctrine of salva-
tion was wrong. And though the man died Lutheran and in priests’
garments, he was awarded a heavenly entrance because he walked the
measure with the understanding of the revelation that Yahweh spoke
to him. He resisted the Catholic Church on their doctrine of salvation.
There could not be any mediator between God and man except Christ
Jesus. He resisted. He resisted. He was in prison. He was beaten. He
was threatened by all manner of things to change his doctrine. But the
strength of justification by faith carried him from one year, to the next
year, to the next year, until finally, hallelujah, my God, he was delivered
from that oppression. It was the strength of that Word on salvation
that carried him through those times of persecution. We, as a people,
do not only have the Word of the strength and the vitality of the
Word of salvation. W have got the Word of Salvation, we have got
the Word of Baptism, we have got the Word of the Holy of Holies.
Do you know that for some of us, at the end of the day, it would be
much better for us if we had never heard, never heard, never heard the
Word of the Kingdom. It makes no difference how you perceive it, do
you understand? It makes no difference how you understand it, be-
cause there is an understanding that comes via the Holy Ghost that
gives you an access to the TRUTH. And ye shall know the truth, and
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the truth shall make you free (John 8:32). But the Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you (John 14:26).

You know, Brother Alade, as a solicitor and as a barrister, you
have to go in and investigate things, isn’t that right? Correct me if I
am wrong, but isn’t there a realm of knowledge that is opened to you,
as far as public records and those things are concerned, that is put at
your disposal so that, in your investigation, you can come to a position
of ascertaining what the truth of the matter really is? It functions in
the same manner with the things of God. It is on the basis of the
knowledge that you receive, and the understanding that you have in
the Spirit of God that is in you, that you know this is truth. Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!

You know, I wouldn’t be a lawyer for nothing. Nope. Nothing
against your profession, but the line would be double hard for me. I

would not only have to ascertain my position of righteousness, but I
could be held accountable for someone else’s unrighteousness, if' I be-
gan to move in an unrighteous manner, or in a righteous manner to
defend unrighteousness. Just taking care of me alone is enough. Isnt
that right, Nancy? Hallelujah! She has labored to keep me right. It is
not an easy path for a wife to walk whose husband is in the ministry.
Women with godly husbands, let me tell you something. They are not
godly because they are men. They are not righteous because they have
some supernatural gift. There is something that a woman has, in that
place of intercession, that she has before the Lord, and an ability to
perceive the thoughts that are working to bring forth something that
is contrary to the Will of God. It is not getting up in your man'’s face
and telling him that, “You need to do this and you need to do that.” It
is getting down on your face before God. The worst thing that could
happen is when the wife enters into a place of transgression with her
husband because she agrees with some offense that has worked against
the Lord in his soul. No amen’s. I'm telling you what I'm telling you
now, today, is the Word of God. I didn’t stay in my room and write
down notes as to what I was going to preach to you about, and I'm not
even preaching to you about what I was going to preach to you about.
I'm preaching to you what the Holy Ghost is dropping in my ear.

As arule, we men are so proud. I'm aman! Proud! “Well, okay,
I made a mistake, well, I'm only human.” But I'm still a man. I don’t
want to apologize; I don’t want to humble myself. That is not manly
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behavior, nor is it acceptable to man’s ego. The Bible says that if we
don’t humble ourselves, we will have no access into the Kingdom of
God, we will have no place in the audience of Heaven before the throne
of God. My God. Hallelujah! Women need to wake up to the reality
of the spiritual warfare that they have been called to. God-fearing
wives need to be aware of the weaknesses of their husbands, not for
the sake of exposing them or for the sake of manipulating or brow-
beating them into place, so that they can go before God. Utilizing the
jurisdiction of the Holy Ghost that goes down and searches the in-
ward most parts of your being, and knowing what your infirmity is,
He makes intercession for you before God. What better place or posi-
tion does a wife have, as well as a husband? This is not a one-sided
affair, but this is what God is giving me to talk about. Your home is
not broken up on the basis of contrariness. Your home is broken up on
the basis of no intercession; no position of relationship with God!

How many of you believe that Judas was a scoundrel? Not one
of you would disagree that He was a rascal. He was a traitor. Judas
was a villain, and yet, having a relationship with Jesus, do you think
He, Yeshua, knew that he was a thief? Do you think He knew it when
He chose him? Why did He choose him? Do you think it was only so
that the scriptures might be fulfilled, and one could be given over to
the spirit of licentiousness and thievery? So a man could go out and
commit suicide? Why did He choose to give him the bag as well as the
calling? Why? Why? WHY? He wanted to redeem him, so he would
not go beyond the line of demarcation. Right up until the time of the
dipping of the sop. How is it that we think that we are in a different
place? How is it that we think that we do not have the same propensity
to do the same thing? Yeshua said in Matthew 25:40, Verily I say unto
you, In asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

My God, can you imagine sitting around a table, with Christ,
taking and partaking of the divine fellowship of Heaven, and Yeshua
is saying to you that, “the man whose hand is in the dish with Me, it is
he that is going to betray Me.” I would hope that if that would have
been my hand anywhere near that dish, I would have jerked it back like
it was a live-wire. As it was with them, so it is with us. Paul writes in
I Corinthians 11:28, But let a man examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. ** For he that eateth and
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,
not discerning the Lord’s body. And we will be as that man in his hard-
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heartedness, if we persist in the state of transgression against the Lord’s
Body. We will take as he took of the sop and will have the same experi-
ence that he had at the time that he took of it, for it says that Satan
entered into him (John 138:27). Do you think that is a one-time occur-
rence? We haven't seen anything of the spirit of Judas as we are going
to see in the end-time Body of Christ, because the spirit of anti-Christ is
the spirit that was motivating Judas the whole time he was in and with
the Living Word. John said, “We have touched Him, we have handled
Him, and we have tasted Him” (I John 11:1). The Bible says, “Oh, taste
and see that God is good” (Psalm 34:8). Like honey in the rock, and yet,
all of the partaking, and all of the tasting, and all of the things, and the
experience - my God! My God! My God! Can you imagine the people
that rose from the dead? Lepers healed, arms extended, eyes seeing,
people talking that could not talk, leprosy and all manner of disease
healed, and yet, the man’s heart was not changed. His destiny was not
hell; his destiny was Heaven by virtue of the calling God called him
with. God does not call one to perdition. Hello? God did not call him to
perdition. Reconciliationists will say, “Well, he was created and destined
for it.” He was not destined for hell. God called him to be a disciple.
God called him to be a part of that first fruits company of believers.
God called him apart; they were going to sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28). It was that the man re-
tused, refused, refused, REFUSED, every time God moved. Every heal-
ing, every teaching, with every move of God there was within the heart
of the man a moving away from the destiny that had been prepared for
him and a creation of the entity of the heart that the Bible calls “the son
of perdition” (John 17:12).

We say, “Boy, if I could sit under Jesus’ teaching! I would not
have done that! I would not have been that way!” We would have been
just the same way, done the same things, just the way that they did.
How do I know? Because I see it day in and day out! Over and over
and over again! As the Word of God comes forth, there is a WORD!
You know, I've been in this message maybe, 85 years. I think I've heard
just about everything that can be talked about in 85 years. I have sat
under ministries and their sermons. I have spent most of my life in
church. I have heard the teachings of the Tabernacle from top to bot-
tom, from left to right, all around, in and out, and I have never heard
one Word, one Word that was the same as the last Word that I heard.
There is always something new, always something to glean, always
some strength, revelation, some understanding, something that God gives
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me as strength and vitality that I can add to my building!

Why do you think the devil wants to separate you from the
brethren? Itis because of the Word. Paul says there is only one Word,
one doctrine, one baptism (Ephesians 4:5), and it is God’s responsibil-
ity to eliminate, to take out, and to sift. We take the sifting on our-
selves sometimes. (And we think that that which is sifted, because we
have extracted ourselves from that set of circumstances or from that
relationship, that we are right!) I want to tell you something! God
doesn’t take sides! God doesn’t take sides!

There is a scripture found in the story of Joshua, about when
they were going up against the heathen of the land. And it came to
pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and
looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his
sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto
him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries? *And he said, Nay;
but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto
him, What saith my lord unto his servant? '“And the captain of
the LORD’S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy
foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did
so (Joshua 5:13-15). So there was a man standing by the gate with His
sword drawn in His hand. He was there in the camp of Israel, and yet
he had His sword drawn. He was in the midst of the chosen of God,
and yet He had His sword drawn. And Joshua, presumptuous Joshua,
because of his position, because of his knowledge, because of the fact
that he was the Lord’s anointed, because he was the leader of Israel by
the anointing and laying on of hands by Moses. Hallelujah! Can you
imagine what it must have been to have the hands of Moses laid on you
and have the charge and the electrical energy that was God in Moses
begin to move through Moses into you? I don’t think it was a peaceful
event. [ think it would probably be like when you go under those paddles
to resuscitate your heart; your body goes rigid. Hallelujah! Your hair
stands up on end as God rushes into your soul. Now if anybody was
right, he had to be right! Joshua, in his position of presumption, be-
cause of his place of understanding, because of his leadership, because
of his experience with God, he goes boldly up to Him. I almost think
he might have had his hand on his sword. Boy, that would be ironic
wouldn’tit? That is something I might ask him when I see him, Brother
duCille. Hallelujah! He might have even had his hand on his sword.
He was a warrior. He didn’t know who this man was, and he asked Him
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the question, “Whose side are you on?” And the Captain of the Lord’s
host put him in his place! And Joshua humbled himself! He humbled
himself!

We think leadership is standing up for our rights. We think
leadership is taking the position of responsibility. That has nothing to
do with it. It says that Moses was the meekest man in all the earth
(Numbers 12:3), and there must have been some of that meekness that
was in Moses, that must have been imparted to Joshua. The man said,
“I am Captain of the Lord’s Host.” We think we can withstand man.
We think we can stand up in the midst of our authority and shake our
finger and make our case, but that isn’t the case at all. Hallelujah! He
said, “I am the captain of the Lord’s Host.” The scripture says that
Joshua fell on his knees and worshiped. Didn’t it say that? It says that
Joshua fell down on his face and worshiped (Joshua 5:14), so we know
that it wasn’t an angel.

Brethren, let me tell you something. You’ve come here for what-
ever reason you've come. God has an entirely different intention. God
has a different intention. Some of us have been here for a while and
have not allowed the Spirit of God to do what the Spirit of God wants
to do. Some of you are coming in fresh with all kinds of perceptions.
All the perceptions that you have or all the desire that you need is that
you want to meet with Jesus and it is on the basis of that meeting that
you and I are going to be changed. If we sit here and resist Him be-
cause we don’t like the personalities involved, or we don’t think that we
are getting the recognition or the credit that we need, or we are not
given the time that we need to enjoy the terrain in which we are planted,
WE ARE NOT GOING TO SEE JESUS!

I was walking down the road here a couple of days ago with a
friend of mine who went home after the last session. I was walking
down the road and we were talking about the things of God and all of
a sudden I went into a vision. I saw this beautiful lush pond and it had
all of these trees all around it and there was a waterfall flowing into it,
falling into it. There was a bunch of little children in the pond and
they were just splashing and having fun, screaming and yelling. You
know how kids are, just having the best time of their life. And all the
time, all the time, all the time that I was looking, it was a pond that was
infested with crocodiles. It was a pond infested with crocodiles. Do
you know something? Crocodiles aren’t docile animals. Crocodiles are
an animal that will take advantage of something when a situation of
food is presented to them. We have stories about crocodiles, or alligators,
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jumping up on the whart and pulling people into the water or pulling
people out of boats. And these children were down there having the
greatest time of their life and all the time death was stalking them. Death
was stalking them.

Let me say that the Church had better wake up! The Church
had better wake up to the position, the reality, the authority, and the
need for them to be under that authority. I'm not talking about man.
God has designated certain things in the Body. I don’t argue with the
calling and election of God. There are certain ministries in the Body
in which I recognize the authority of God and I find myself submit-
ting to the authority. Sometimes God reveals to me their weaknesses.
But that doesn’t eliminate, annihilate, or wipe out my position of re-
sponsibility or submission. Hallelujah! If I have the right attitude, if
[ am in the right way and I move in the right manner in my submission
to that authority, then God has a responsibility to keep me in the path
of righteousness for His Name’s sake. We are not men that have un-
righteous intentions. We are not talking about that! The Bible says
that we are to know them that labour among us (I Thessalonians 5:12).
What I'm talking about is the unction, the anointing, the Spirit of God
in me that witnesses to the Spirit of God in the ministry. I am talking
about the Word of God that is coming forth and the nature of that
Word that is being demonstrated within the realm of humanity in that
particular vessel. Paul said, “IFollow me, as I follow Christ.” (I Corin-
thians 11:1). Paul wanted to bring up other people, and he said to
Timothy, “Select out men among you; men that have integrity and righ-
teousness; men that have a love for God and teach them.” Timothy was
evidently something of a young man. At least he was a whole lot
younger then some of them in his congregation, yet there was a del-
egation of authority that was put upon him that was not self-appointed.

We have spiritual diseases and one of them is what I call Apostle-
itis. Itis a disease that is self-designated, self-orientated and self-exalt-
ing and self-terminating. Hallelujah! There is a need for us to under-
stand why we are called. Brother Kinnogah, you want somebody that
would work with you in Kenya to be a person that is dedicated, right?
You want somebody that is tried and proven. You know what the con-
ditions are if we were to send someone over to Kenya to work with
you, isn’t that right? You know the spirits they will have to contend
with. You don’t want somebody that is wishy-washy. You don’t want
someone who is self-orientated, self-exalted or that has a high opinion
of their own ministry. You want somebody that has been tried, that has
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worked in the church under authority, and has been able to grow and
has learned the mechanics of what it means to submit. We want women
to submit. Husbands will say with great authority, “You are a rebellious
woman.” I'll tell you what, nine times out of ten, if you've got a rebel-
lious wife, it is because she has got a rebellious husband. Submission is
not something that you orchestrate, administrate, manipulate or get by
a spirit of control! There was someone in the Body awhile back that was
promoting tapes on the subject of submission by a man whose name I
believe is Pearl. I personally think he has done more damage than good
in how we look at and how we teach submission, and yet, I've heard the
quotations that he quotes, infiltrated in and amongst the Body of Christ.
Bossy, controlling women. Well, how about the bossy, controlling man
that is using the term as well as the attitude of “bossy, controlling woman”
to restrain his wife and bring her into a place of subjection? What ever
happened to prayer and fasting? Or of humbling yourselves before the
Lord? Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? But he giveth more grace. Wherefore
he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be
afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourn-
ing, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up (James 4:5-10). Submission is something
that a woman learns by reason of the fact or virtue of the man submit-
ting himself to the authority that God has placed him under, to the
authority of Christ, that is supposed to be his covering. We have seen a
great deal of that in this conference. I'm not talking about husbands
and wives; I'm talking about authority and the Body. What I am speak-
ing about is people coming up with their own ideas, with their own agen-
das, without any awareness, without any concept, without any thought
as to the mind of God or what intentions God may have. Do you know
some of you are alive because of prayer and intercession in spite of
what you have done, because God does not want reproach to come upon
His Word! Not by virtue of your discernment, or by virtue of your
perceived ministry, but by virtue of the fact that Elohim desires to see
you delivered.

I can remember the first time I went to Africa. I was scared
spit- less. It wasn’t like it is now. Now it is nice compared to the first
time I was there. When I first went there, the first thing that hit me
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when I got off the plane was the humidity. There was no air-condition-
ing. They only had one light bulb down at the end of the hall. It was
pitch dark. “Oh my, what am I doing here?” And the jet -way was not
steady or stable. It was kind of wiggling around. I haven’t been there
for a while, but things have changed. I know the last time I went there
they had lighted corridors. They had air-conditioning. They didn’t have
it turned on, but they did have it. It was dark, and all I could see was
the whites of the guard’s eyes and the gleam of the one light off the
barrel of his gun. I don’t know what it was about that that was so
intimidating, but this was my experience that I am telling you about. I
don’t know what it is about me, but they always seem to single me out
for harassment. They always pick on me. The guard said, “What are
you doing here? Let me see your passport!” Now, I've been told not to
give my passport to anybody. The guard said, “Let me see your pass-
port!” “You can’t have my passport.” The guard said, “Let me see your
passport!” I said, “You can’t have my passport.” The guard said, “I want
to see your passport!” I said, “Well, who are you?” You know, they don’t
have uniforms. “What is your authority?” This woman comes up to me
and she is dressed just like any other lady, but she is bullying me with
this authoritative, totalitarian, Jezebel spirit and is wanting my pass-
port. So she brings out a bunch of guards with guns and says, “Is this
enough authority?” I said, “Yes, itis.” And I gave her my passport.

[ want to tell you, I stayed close to my authority. I stayed close.
You talk about shadow! I became the epitome of the servant’s servant.
“I'll carry your bag. Tll carry your briefcase. I'll carry your Bible.”
There is something about learning the place of submission, being in
subjection. You're not going to learn it out there on your own. You
are not the one that determines when you are ready. It is the set of
circumstances that God puts you in that says that you're ready! And
you know something? You are really not ready, but it is by the grace
of God and that God knows you have built up a position, a relationship
with Him that you will listen to Him. Do you know what a “loose
cannon” is? In the old days when they had the big ships with big
cannons on them, they always tied them down because they knew that
if they got into a storm and the seas began to roll, there was nothing
that was more devastating than a cannon that was loose. It would
wreack havoc on the deck, banging into people, killing people, maim-
ing people, breaking holes, knocking down other armaments. It could do
and would do devastating damages. Some of us are like loose cannons
on the boat of God because we refuse to submit ourselves to the author-
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ity that is in the Body! If you reject the authority (in the Body of Christ)
you reject the Word. God has put five-fold ministry in the Body. The
whole structure of the Tabernacle is surrounded by and leads up to that
which pertains to the five-fold ministry. It becomes, as it were, the epitome
of what is inside, and if you reject the minister, you reject the Word.
What you will end up with is trying to fashion and form and breathe
into your own image an image that is and will be in opposition to the
will of God. Let me tell you, brethren, it is not going to have the strength
or the ability to stand in the day of testing. I just ran out of time.

This conference is a conference of rededication, recommitment,
and reaffirmation. It is a conference of repentance. If you leave here
without repenting for your rebellion and sedition against the Lord and
His Body, then you will have missed God. God bless you!
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% Thank You |
From Jamaicah

Testimonies and reports from the September 2005 Mission Trip

Our Jamaican Expedition
by Russell and Susan Blom

First, let me express how blessed my wife and | are to have
been chosen by the Lord to be a part of the team that represented
Him and you, our brethren, in the work in Jamaica. It was such a
privilege to work with brothers Wade Lux, Craig Burton, and Craig
Chattic in the distribution of relief supplies while sharing the Gospel
of the Kingdom to the hungry souls in Jamaica. This is not intended
to diminish the enormous amount of support we received from our
Jamaican brethren. Brother Carl duCille was especially helpful with
setting up the schedules and planning the road trips. His under-
standing of the local culture and customs saved us from situations
which otherwise could have turned out very ugly. Unfortunately, his
unexpected excessive work load prohibited him from being with us
much of the time.

It is not an easy task to labor in a foreign land. Without the
provision from every joint, the task would have been overwhelming,
but because of the combined work of many, the mission was accom-
plished to the glory of God the Father! The evidence of your love was
demonstrated in the meticulously detailed gathering, packaging, and
delivering of the supplies for this storm ravaged land. As we began to
unload the trailer, the enormity of this project became more and more
evident. When we saw all the sorted and labeled boxes, the sacrificia
hours of labor became overwhelmingly obvious. Both Susan and my-
self were moved emotionally, and we were tremendously blessed to
know we were part of a people whose faith was not just something
spoken, but as it is written in James 2:18, Yea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith, and | have works: show me thy faith without thy works,
and | will show thee my faith by my works. Your faith was evident for
al to see. It was wonderful to tell these afflicted souls that this was
made possible because of the obedience of a people who love the
Lord with more than mere words.

There are so many miraculous testimonies to share, but 1 would
first like to explain how we even got there the first time, which is a
miracle in itself.

The time for the Jamaica conference was quickly approaching
and we had not yet made plans to go. As we were praying for an
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answer, Brother duCille shared with our fellowship about how important it was
for everyonethat could possibly go to attend the Jamaica conference. We later
spoke with him and explained that we were considering going, but we were
short on finances. His reply to us was to go on faith. My first thought was
that he was telling me to believe God for the finances, for thisis ameasure of
faith. Thereal faith however, was dealing with that little phrase “ considering
going”. Would I bewilling to go based on the word he spoke in our mesting,

‘that it was important for everyone who could possibly go to attend, that this
would be alife changing event’? | was redlly faced with adilemma; | didn’t
have aword for myself, so shouldn’t | wait for God to speak to me directly?
Was | just supposed to follow aman? As| meditated on these questions, the
words from 2 Peter 1:19 kept ringing in my head. We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arisein
your hearts. Therewasadecision | had to make - was Brother duCille merely
making a suggestion as he stood at the podium and addressed our fellowship,
or was he speaking the Word of the Lord to us? | believe there are times we
are guilty of accepting theword asbeing ‘ancinted” when it lines up with what
we want to do, and if it is contrary to our will we discount the word as a
suggestion or an opinion. The questionthat really needsto beaskedis, “Dowe
recognize the anointing of God in one another and are we ready to submit to
that anointing even when we don’t have aword of our own?’ My first step of
faith was actually an act of submission together with obedience. It was this
first step, asSusanand | said, “ Y es, wewill go,” that the Jordan began to part,
and the miraclesbegan. (If anyoneisthinking that | am alittle out of line here,
| would like you to consider Joshua chapter three. Ask yourself, wasit Joshua
or the priests who had the Word to stand in the river?) As we began to put
substance to our faith, God began to provide al that was necessary that His
will would be accomplished. Provision was made for our tickets, accommo-
dations, and food. When we arrived in Jamaica, it had been prearranged by
some friends of ours that we would stay at Chattam Cottages for afew days.
(Thislocation turned out to be very beneficial dueto its close proximity to the
airport. We were later able to meet different ones as they arrived for the
conference.) After settling in a Chattam, we decided to go for awak. We
met severa interesting people, all of whom seemed very willing tolisten aswe
shared the Gospel of the Kingdom with them. Susan had felt to bring her
accordion with her to Jamaica; this was well used as we ministered severd

timesto some older peoplethat live at Chattam Cottages. It wasat one of these
times of praise that we prayed for awoman with severely swollen and infected
legs and the power of God touched her and she let out a holler as ‘e ectricity’

was running down her legs and bringing her much needed relief. It became
obvious very quickly that God was doing something here which wasn't based
on our ability, but rather, on our willingness to be available. Thiswas some-
thing | had shared many times, but now God was giving me first hand experi-
ence. It was during these very first days in Jamaica, even before the confer-
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ence started, that God spoke to me about coming to this land to declare His
Kingdom.

As the conference began, there were many things to do. Susan and |
made ourselves available to do whatever we could. Onetime, while transport-
ing brethren from the airport to the conference site, we were asked where our
mission in Jamaicawas located. When we replied that we didn’t have amis-
sion in Jamaica, they were surprised and said we fit in as though we lived
there. It seemed that the more we made ourselves available, the more doors
God opened and gave favor with those we interacted with.

In my heart was a desire to do street ministry, but | wasn't sure if it
had ever been done at a conference before. While talking to Brother duCille
one day, he asked meif | would be taking some of the young people down to
Sam Sharp Square, a central location in downtown Montego Bay. We made
the necessary arrangements and the following Sunday morning we loaded a
bus with about twenty-five, both young and old alike, and headed downtown
withinstrumentsintow. Everyonewasfull of anticipation asto what God was
going to do. It was at this meeting that we met Lloyd Brooks. He was in
Montego Bay that week working, and decided to take a walk when he heard
the singing. As different ones began to minister the love of God to him, his
heart was pricked and he wanted to go back to the conference with us. During
the next couple of days, Brother LIoyd was saved, and later baptized for the
remission of sins. Every Sunday we went down town to minister on the
street, and every Sunday, somebody was touched by the Lord. This wasn't
because of who we are, but rather because of who Heis, and His love for His
people.

As the conference continued, it became more and more clear
to me that God was going to send us back to Jamaica. It was just over
half-way through the conference that Brother Burt Asbill had a vi-
sion. He saw a Banyan tree planted in the middle of the island (a tree
he had only previously seen in the southern United States) with its
branches reaching out over the whole island, providing shelter. The
tree had many support roots dropping down from the branches to
help with stability. Brother Burt said that this tree represented Susan
and myself.

The confirmation that | was looking for regarding going to
Jamaica wasn’t received until way after | “stepped in the river”. |
believe that | am very much like many who read this bulletin in that
it is my sincere desire to do the whole will of God for my life. Some-
times we ask questions like: What is the will of God? How do | know
God’'s plan for my life? The scripture is clear, Matthew 7.7, Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you: So the real question should be, “Lord, what is it |
intend to do with the portion You have already given me?’

As many are aware, Susan and | returned to Jamaica in September
with Brothers Craig Burton, Wade Lux and Craig Chattic. We spent
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six weeksdistributing relief supplieswhile sharing the Gospel of the Kingdom.
Susan and | plan to return to Jamaica as soon as we finalize some things here
in West Palm Beach and sell our home. Please continue to pray for usthat we
will be willing to do the Lord’ swill. ...to be continued.

Thank you From Jamaica!!
Brother Wade Lux

My trip to Jamaica in September really had its beginning at
the Thanksgiving conference of 2003 in Schuyler. Brother duCille
shared a word concerning moonlighting and the fact that the evange-
list, shepherd, and teacher were not in their proper order. He men-
tioned that there might be some meetings in Jamaica concerning these
matters. As the word came forth something was quickened to me: |
should attend these meetings.

Let's jump ahead to June 2004 and the conference in Jamaica
Much tribulation came to our household preceding my final decision
to go to Jamaica. | had amost ruled against going, even though God
had spoken to my heart. | wanted God’'s perfect will in going, but it
seemed as if the doors were closing. One Sunday in June | called my
sister Mary and told her | was not going to go, but | would give her
money to purchase my daughters’ tickets. The next morning | woke
up about 4:00 am. A distinct feeling came to me that if | did not go
to this conference | would miss God’s will for my life. It is hard to
explain what | felt that morning, but | felt | did not have a choice.
God was saying to go. | caled Mary the next day and asked her to
get me a ticket. She could not get through until Tuesday, but that
very day the price of the tickets was cut in half.

Our time in Jamaica was wonderful. The conference strength-
ened and encouraged us greatly. God moved in a mighty way and we
were all greatly blessed. God brought many together from all over
the world. One afternoon during the conference Brother Russ Blom
asked me if | would every consider coming back; | thought to myself
as he asked the question, “Yeah, right,” but | said, “Possibly.” That
night |1 believe God came to me and asked why | couldn’t go. | started
to make excuses - work, finances, family - but after a while they all
seemed inadequate. | finally decided that if God could use me, | would surely
let Him. | told Russ about my experience the previous night. We made plans
to return to Jamaica in the fall. We kept in touch during the summer and
decided to meet in Jamaica on September 28th, 2004.

September 28th found me in a Chicago at a small hotel awaiting my
flight. | woke up a 2:30 am. and for some reason decided to check my
passport. For some reason as | looked at the passport picture, | could not
remember my hair being that long. Panic started to set it. Somehow my
expired passport from years past had been packed instead of my current one.
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| prayed fervently that God would intervene. God gave us favor with Air
Jamaica and | was able to change my ticket to the following day. Sherry and
Meélissabrought my current passport to Chicago, and then | was on my way to
meet Russ, Susan, and Craig in Jamaica on September 29th.

As | wasin flight, | thought to myself, “How could my time in Ja
maica possibly top the June convention?’ | was very much mistaken. My
second trip to Jamaica was very different, but it was a greater blessing than
my first trip. From thetimel stepped off the plane until thetimel left, God put
us to work to carry out Hiswill and purpose.

Russand | had talked about what God was speaking to us concerning
thework. | shared my concerns about the group and my burden to encourage
the local work. Russ told me about a dream where God had spoken to him
about three different areas, one of these being in the rural area away from the
city. Weimmediately started to gather thelocal brethren together and began to
establish times for meetings and for prayer. The brethren had not been meet-
ing regularly and some had become very discouraged. Brother Lloyd had lost
hiswife and son in a car accident. The devil had brought much troublein his
lifeand wastrying to destroy him. Inthetimel wasthere, | saw God strengthen
him greatly. Let metell you, brethren, | have never seen God move so mightily
asHedidinJamaica. Let megiveyou acouple of instanceswhere God moved
almost immediately upon prayers which we set before Him.

One of our primary needs as we started to gather was for a place to
meet. Even in Dubuque we have seen where this could be a situation to chal-
lenge us. In Jamaica, a building which would meet the needs would not come
cheaply. The first morning we met for prayer, the need for a building was first
onour list. We decided that we would not limit God on that which He would
provide for us. The next afternoon we decided to look at the building which
Sonlight Gospel was looking to purchase. We walked in and Russ began a
conversation with a man named Sal. Sal, as we were to find out, had pur-
chased the very building that Sonlight Gospel wanted to buy. Sal immediately
took aliking to Russ, and he decided that hewould give Russaroom to usefor
one month. This room was about 1500 square feet and normal rent for this
room was $1500 a month.

The next morning we went to the beach. Brother Russ met
up with someone whom he had become friends with in June. His
name was Lester Thompson. Lester invited us to a Gideon's prayer
breakfast on Saturday. We decided to go, but more about that later.
| suggested to Russ that maybe we should try to get the keys to the
building, thinking that it was not really ours until we had the keys.
We drove to the place where Sal was. Sal’s wife Barbara and a friend
of hers, Elizabeth, along with Sal, decided to go with Russ and myself
to look at the room we were given. While Sal was looking around
inside, Barbara and Elizabeth spoke to Russ and myself concerning
what had just transpired. We told them how great a blessing it was to
get the use of the building. We then found out that both of these
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ladieswere Christians. Wea so found out that Sal redly did not like Christians,
but it seems that he really liked Russ. (While in Jamaica, God used Brother
Russ to open many doors and gave him favor with many people.) We felt that
Sal had been put in our path asablessing from God and that wewere put in his
path as a blessing to his wife Barbara who seemed to be a very committed
Chrigtian.

Before we had come to Jamaica in September, there were many
storms and hurricanes that hit this part of the world. There was
much destruction and devastation in many parts of Jamaica. Many
brethren in the States from different fellowships had worked together
to collect food and clothing and to transport the collection of food
and clothes to Florida—where it was loaded on a cargo ship—and
then sent to Jamaica. In addition to strengthening the local work, it
seems God wanted to use the local church to bless and strengthen
others in Jamaica. That morning we shared with the brethren that
God was going to use them to bless others. We shared with them
about Brother Burt’s prophetic word which came to Brother Russ
and Sister Susan. At this time the relief supplies from the states had
not yet reached us, but we felt God could already use us to begin to
take goods to the country area in Jamaica. Brother Russ felt that
God was speaking to us to take an offering. God richly blessed the
offering that morning!

We then decided to buy some of the most necessary items
and take some to the rural areas. We purchased about 500 pounds of
bulk food. We took the bulk sacks of food and made smaller pack-
ages of food. We assembled about forty to fifty care packages that
day. Each package contained brown sugar, rice, beans, flour, and corn-
meal; items which would give them the nutrition they needed. God
really blessed us as we worked together. There was a strong spirit of
unity among us.

After thiswe decided to take our packages to where they were needed
the most. We asked God to multiply that which we had, as He had multiplied
the loaves and the fishes. We went to an areain Jamaica called Point. The
hurricane had destroyed part of the road there. The first house we stopped at
was Medrana' s grandmother. She told us that we were an answer to the
prayer she had made that very morning. The only food she had left was a
couple of small pieces of chicken. We gave her some of the packages we had
made and we prayed with her. She was greatly blessed! That afternoon we
spent maybe three to four hours giving out food and sharing the love of God
with many people. It seemed that day that God waswith usin al wedid. As
we would give the natural portion we had, God would use us to pour out a
much greater spiritua blessing to the people.

God moved marvelously in prayer that day. As we would
pray with people you could sense God’s anointing upon us. Some
received Christ as Savior that day; others heard the Word of the King-
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dom. All were blessed by what God wasdoing! Wewere very thankful for the
open hearts He had given us. There are numerous things that | could tell you
about my timein Jamaica, but | will limit it to just two more highlights.

The first one occurred in Devon, a village about 3 ¥2 hours from
Montego Bay. We set out for Devon with many of the brethren and the sup-
plies we needed to give out. We were going to see Sister Mavis cousin. We
cameto thevillage and it was very obviousthat the hurricanes had hit thisarea
very hard. We introduced ourselves to Sister Mavis cousin and started to
share al the good things God was doing for us. We gave her some of the
supplies we had. We aso prayed with her, asking God to strengthen and
encourage her. We aso prayed that God would heal her leg which she had just
injured. Wefelt the lovethat God had for this people. Aswewent into Devon
many were ministered to, and many felt the loving touch of God. When we
first entered Devon that day, we could see the discouragement and the hope-
lessness on everyone's face. As we left Devon at the end of the day, it was
amost as if hope had been restored to this village. You could see by their
countenances that God had used us to bring a message of hope unto them.

| want to share a particular experience in Devon that was a specid
blessing to me. Medrana and | were sharing the Gospel with a young lady
named Vinette. Aswesharedwith Vinette, | could seethedevil bringing thoughts
to her against the word. She seemed embarrassed that we were sharing so
openly with her. God seemed to direct our stepswith her. Hewas challenging
us be persistent with her. “Will you press through with her?’ He gave us
wisdom with dl the devil’ s attemptsto stop us. Finally the victory was ours!
She prayed with us sincerely asking Christ to cometo her. We asked her if we
could pray with her and she accepted. She was several months pregnant and
recently her doctor had told her that one of her kidneys had almost shut down,
and she was now experiencing much pain. We asked God to touch her physi-
cal body and aso the circumstances of her life. | did not see Vinette again, but
| knew God had touched her. When | was at the Florida convention, Brother
Russ told me that Vinette had gone to the doctor and was told her kidney was
completely norma. Praise God! God had touched her.

The last experience | want to share with you is about our time
at the Gideon’s breakfast. The first breakfast we went to was at a
nice restaurant. We enjoyed the fellowship and the food very much
that morning. They treated us like royalty! Their hospitality left a
lasting impression on me. Most of the members were older people,
maybe in their 60’s or 70’s. You could tell that there was a love of
God in their midst. | was very respectful of them. The second break-
fast was also this way. We were invited to the home of a Mr. Gordon.
Again, the hospitality we received was wonderful. Usually at these
breakfasts, one person shares a word or some thoughts from scrip-
tures. Brother Russ was told about five minutes before the breakfast
that he was the guest speaker. Brother Russ shared a word about
coming out of denominations in order to come into God. The breth-
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ren present were al blessed by what Brother Russ shared. As| was sitting at
atable, a man came over to take the chair next to me. The man’'s name was
Leo Scott. As he was coming to sit down | heard him say the words Cecil
duCille. I told him that | knew a Cecil duCille. He went on to say that he
worked with aman named Cecil duCillein 1949. Asl talked with him | found
out that he worked for the Agriculture Department with. Leo took care of
animals, while Brother Cecil worked as an accountant. Leo shared with me
about a time when a man over him wanted to cheat him. Leo brought the
situation to Brother duCille. Brother duCille told him to register his deposits
every month—this proved to be the undoing of the other man. He aso shared
with me about a meeting he was in where Brother duCille was preaching. A
woman at this meeting—whose last name was Berry—was there with her son.
Now, her son was deaf and dumb. The next day she was going to institution-
alize her son, because she could not care for him. Brother duCille called her
forward and told her if shedid that, hisfuture would bein theingtitution, so he
said hewould pray with her son. Brother duCillelaid handson him and prayed
for him and told him to say, “My name is Cecil duCille.” Now this boy had
never spoken before. He got up and started running around and yelling, “My
name is Cecil duCille.” His hearing and tongue were now perfectly whole.
Brother Leo told methat right after this, great fear fell on all the people because
of the power of God. | had never met Brother Leo before, but | knew thiswas
the very meeting Brother duCille had told us about all theseyears. Brother Leo
has told me that he has prayed for Brother duCille morning and evening for
many yesars.

| believe that while we were in Jamaica we saw God move
very powerfully. | also believe that we had no specia talents or abili-
ties other than that we were where God wanted us to be. We found
God was able to provide for our every need in Jamaica. The fields in
Jamaica are now ripe for the Word of the Kingdom. | believe there is
a great harvest ahead. We should pray that the Lord of the harvest
would send laborers.

Please pray for Brother Russ and Sister Susan as they make
preparation for God to use them in Jamaica. Also pray for Brother
Carl duCille who seems to be a cornerstone in this work.

We in the different fellowships should prayerfully seek God
about what help we can be in Jamaica financially. If each of us would
take a part of the load the burden would be light for all.

Brother Craig Chattic

When God opens a door what must we do? Brethren, God
has provided an open door to Jamaica for us as a Body. | was there in
June with many of you for the International Seminar and we heard
that God wanted to heal that land and that we should pray to that
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end.

| was there again for a week in November with Russ and Su-
san Blom and was able to help with the missionary outreach to the
island. We found much openness and gratitude among the people
for the word of God and for the natural provisions. The people were
amazed that someone was mindful of them and wanted to help them.

Brethren, Jehovah-Jireh is indeed a provider. He provided the
opportunity for us to go in June. God also provided an opportunity
for us to send relief to those hit by the hurricane. And God has
provided brethren (Russ and Susan Blom) as laborers in the field.
These brethren and the brethren there have demonstrated faithful-
ness, diligence, and obedience to this provision of God. | am not sure
of the date that Russ and Susan are going back, but I am sure that
this is the work of the Lord in Jamaica. We need to get behind this
work with our support, both natural and spiritual. We need to pray
with them and for this work. Brethren, let us not wait for the door to
close, but let us make provisions with that which the Lord has pro-
vided to us.

Remember.... those who go forth into the battle and those
who stay behind in support of the battle shall both share in the vic-
tory and blessings that Jehovah-Jireh provides. Thank you and God
bless you.
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THE DESIRES

By KATE TROTTER

In the course of hearing the Word of God preached, I often
find that God picks out certain thoughts that prick my heart and start
me thinking. Over the past month, there has been a lingering idea
that I have Been mulling over. The idea came from the Tuesday, De-
cember 28" meeting in Florida during which Brother duCille minis-
tered. He expressed that if we wanted victory, all we had to do was get
rid of all our desires. Desire nothing and you will win. Only desire
Christ.

At first, I found myself wondering at that declaration. I could
hear, “But, but, but...” in my mind. “What about this? What about
that?” As I began to weigh it, to meditate on it, to compare it to the
Word, I found it to be a true statement! If all I desire is God, the devil
will find nothing in me. I like that idea!

Just studying the list of verses for all the variations of the word
“desire” is an abundance of food for thought. I found the Strong’s
Concordance definitions to provide a greater word picture as well.
Thank the Lord for computerized Bible studying in this extremely busy
world I live in. My hope is that you will be as blessed as I am by what
the scriptures say about our desires.

Ephesians 2:1
And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins; 2Wherein in time past ye walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience: 3Among whom also we all had our conversa-
tion in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
DESIRES of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature
the children of wrath, even as others.
2307. thelema - from the prolonged form of 2309; a determination
(properly, the thing), i.e. (actively) choice (specially, purpose, decree;
abstractly, volition) or (passively) inclination

I believe it is important to note who we were and what our
desires were previously. We should be changing and leaving this old
nature behind. After we are born again our natural desires are in con-
flict with the spiritual desire God has birthed in us. Continually ful-
filling those carnal appetites will prevent us from having victory in
Christ. If we are to behave like kings and priests, we must not make
our decisions based on our own desires. There must be an awareness
of the rest of the kingdoms that we live in,our earthly home as well as
the spiritual Kingdom of God, that our decisions will affect. As the
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definition (2307. thelema) says, we must point our determination, our
choices, our purpose into the Kingdom of Heaven and leave in the
past the desires of our flesh and mind. God’s intention for us is to see
us come up into a higher spiritual place than where we began. He
does not want to have “baby” Christians for His sons, so we must work
at our spiritual mountain climbing, and climb up and away from our
sinful carnality.

We must know what our desires were before our encounter
with the Blood of Jesus Christ in order to not continue in that vein any
longer. It is also necessary to know what the Bible says we should
NOT desire. Ifind that the scripture references deal heavily with our
human nature as God addresses what we should not be desiring.

Deuteronomy 7:25
The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire:
thou shalt not DESIRE the silver or gold that is on them,
nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it is
an abomination to the LORD thy God.
2530. chamad - a primitive root; to delight in

God was specific in telling us that we should not desire the
world, for itis a snare to us. Remember, desire only Christ and we will
have victory. The silver and gold of this world will only snare us, not
empower us as many would like to think. As the Word says, the love
of money is the root of all evil.

Deuteronomy 5:21
Neither shalt thou DESIRE thy neighbour’s wife, neither
shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s house, his field, or his
manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any
thing that is thy neighbour’s.
2530. chamad - a primitive root; to delight in

This sounds so very simple, doesn’t it? However, when I be-
come unthankful for the situation of my own house, I find myself de-
siring what my neighbor has. I “delight in” their circumstance and
think that, if I only had that, I would be much happier. Yet, I should
know that this is only a seed of covetousness growing in my desires
and if I continue in them, I will be led into sin, and when it is finished,
all I will have is death (James 1:15). God gave us simple instructions
against the strength of our desires. Desire only Christ and we will find
victory!

Proverbs 23:6
Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither
DESIRE thou his dainty meats:
183. ‘avah - a primitive root; to wish for:
Proverbs 24:1
Be not thou envious against evil men, neither DESIRE to be
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with them.
183. ‘avah - a primitive root; to wish for:

The Bible says much about the wicked man and what shall be-
come of him. Fret not thyself because of evildoers, for they shall be
cut down like grass, etc (Psalm 37). God knows that we will look upon
the evil man and see all the “blessings” that he seems to have and we
will begin to be envious that the rain is falling upon the just and the
unjust together. God also sees that the envy will lead into moving our
desires, our wishes, into being with them, which will lead us away from
the paths of righteousness that He wants to keep us on. We must put
our desires totally into the Kingdom of God and only then, we will not
be moved.

Ecclesiastes 6:9
Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the
DESIRE: this is also vanity and vexation of spirit.
5315. nephesh - from 5314; properly, a breathing creature, i.e. ani-
mal of (abstractly) vitality; used very widely in a literal, accommo-
dated or figurative sense (bodily or mental):

This verse is very interesting to me. Have you ever heard the
saying that you need to bloom where you are planted? It is better to
take care of what God has given you to do than to allow your desires to
be taken up with something of a fantasy. It is obviously a warning that
allowing our desire to wander in earthly things is dangerous. God is
putting up a road sign that says, “There is a cliff ahead, do not allow
yourself to have wandering desires!” It is also interesting to note the
Strong’s definition here. The part of our soul called the desires is a
breathing creature, very much an active, living part of our being.

Luke 20:46

Beware of the scribes, which DESIRE to walk in long robes,
and love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in
the synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 47\Which
devour widows’ houses, and for a shew make long prayers:
the same shall receive greater damnation.
2309. thelo - apparently strengthened from the alternate form of 138;
to determine (as an active option from subjective impulse; whereas
1014 properly denotes rather a passive acquiescence in objective con-
siderations), i.e. choose or prefer (literally or figuratively); by impli-
cation, to wish, i.e. be inclined to (sometimes adverbially, gladly);
impersonally for the future tense, to be about to; by Hebraism, to
delight in:

There is another study one could stop and do right here. The
scribes and Pharisees are examples of what we should not become. It
is shown here that there is a desire we must push away from ourselves,
we must not determine, choose or prefer, wish, be inclined to, or de-
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light in the esteem of others, or be religious. If we would desire only
Christ, nothing of this sort would matter anymore. Our only concern
would be obedience to Christ.

What exactly are God’s desires? A few verses use this specific
word, though I do know that there are many more expressing God’s
desires toward us. It is exciting to note how much He loves us and
yearns for us.

Song of Solomon 7:10
I am my beloved’s, and his DESIRE is toward me.
8669. t@shuwqah - from 7783 in the original sense of stretching out
after; a longing:

I can see God just reaching His hand out to me, longing for me
to truly be His beloved. To say that you belong to someone and that
you are beloved to them makes a person feel very special. We, the
Body of Christ, are God’s beloved, if only we understood how much
that really means!

Psalm 45:11
So shall the king greatly DESIRE thy beauty: for he is thy
Lord; and worship thou him.
183. ‘avah - a primitive root; to wish for:

Our King sees beauty in us! So many times at the end of the
day, I do not think there is anything beautiful in me, but God says He
makes all things beautiful in His time. As we submit, he will remove
the ugliness from within our hearts and beauty will be planted and
begin to spring forth. I desire to see that day. There is also a response
in this verse. God is desiring us and we, in turn, are to recognize Him
as Lord and worship Him. We must be willing and we must exalt our
King and fulfill His desire for us.

Psalm 68:16
Why leap ye, ye high hills? this is the hill which God
DESIRETH to dwell in; yea, the LORD will dwell in it for
ever.
2530. chamad - a primitive root; to delight in:

As I read this, I begin to imagine Mt. Zion. God says that He
dwells in Mt. Zion and that it is a wonderful place. We are Mt. Zion
and the hill which God delights to dwell in!

Job 23:13
But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? and what his
soul DESIRETH, even that he doeth.
183. ‘avah - a primitive root; to wish for:

Here I see the power and strength of our Yahweh as Job speaks
of Him. He is in one mind, He is not double-minded as we so often
are. His desires do not run to and fro from this trivial matter to that
silly object. As we desire only Christ, our desires will become His de-



sires and then He will be able to use us to bring for His plan in the earth.
There is nothing that could be better!
Psalm 40:6
Sacrifice and offering thou didst not DESIRE; mine ears
hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou
not required.

2654. chaphets - a primitive root; properly, to incline to; by implica-
tion (literally but rarely) to bend; figuratively, to be pleased with,
desire:

So often I speak to my children of this principle. I find that
our natural tendency is to give God something of a gift or a small sac-
rifice, when what He really wants is US! We hold ourselves back, keep-
ing “the best” and giving a token, hoping that will suffice. He desires
our very hearts. When we give our desires to Him and begin to desire
only Him, I believe He will get our whole heart.

When I began to think of desiring nothing, I wondered what
exactly that meant. It seemed as if everything would be pretty boring.
Yet, when I began to study the Word, the realization came that I was
quite incorrect. God has height and width and breadth and depth;
there is nothing boring about Him! There are so many avenues of
proper desire in Christ in the Bible and I was quite encouraged by
them!

I Peter 2:2
As newborn babes, DESIRE the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby:
1971. epipotheo - from 1909 and potheo (to yearn); to dote upon, i.e.
intensely crave possession (lawfully or wrongfully):

Do we still desire the sincere milk of the Word? Do we wake
up in the morning, wanting to hear more from God? Am I still in that
place in which I am excited to listen to the Word of God, to read it and
feel as though I am being washed in a waterfall with the washing of the
water of the Word? Look at the defining words for desire in this verse,
this is not a typical passing whim that he is referring to. This desire is
one that we feel intensely; a yearning for the truth of God to be planted
inside of us as we partake of the Word of God. Isn’t that exciting? Do
you desire only Christ?

Psalm 73:25
Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon
earth that I DESIRE beside thee.
2654. chaphets - a primitive root; properly, to incline to; by implica-
tion (literally but rarely) to bend; figuratively, to be pleased with,
desire:
This is another verse that begs a question. Whom do you have
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in heaven and earth but Him? Isthere someone or something that ful-
fills your desires other than Yahweh? For myself, I hope not! Yet I
understand the need that we have to search our hearts and see. Look
upon the throne in your heart, who is there? I experienced a time in
my life when someone else was on the throne in my heart and it was
causing me much spiritual damage. When I finally asked God to re-
move it and take His rightful place, there was great joy that came into
my soul and I became relieved of a great burden! I believe that our
heart’s cry should be that we have none other that we desire besides
Christ in us, the hope of glory.
Job 13:3
Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I DESIRE to
reason with God.

2654. chaphets - a primitive root; properly, to incline to; by implica-
tion (literally but rarely) to bend; figuratively, to be pleased with,
desire:

God wants us to desire to speak with Him. This verse is spo-
ken by Job. He is correcting others for speaking for God and express-
ing His desire to speak directly to God without their wicked interpre-
tation of God. I was speaking to the children the other day about this
desire to constantly converse with God. There are moments when I
feel that God just wants us to talk to Him about everything. I feel that
He wants us to explore Him in our conversation with Him. We should
desire to ask Him questions about everything, not, “Why are You do-
ing this to me?” but questions that we face in our natural circumstances.
We should be inclined to ask Him how we should handle each situa-
tion in our life. Talk to Him about everything that pleases or even
displeases us! Ask Him why things work the way that they do and
what spiritual implication it holds. A simple experience that I have
had is one that deals with work that I was doing. I did not know how
to do something and God woke me up in the middle of the night with
the solution to the problem! Astime has gone by, God has been proved
right, imagine that! God should seem close to us, closer than anyone
else. He should be the one to whom we desire to talk. Desire only
Christ!

II Chronicles 15:15
And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with
all their heart, and sought him with their whole DESIRE;
and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest
round about.
7522, ratsown - from 7521; delight (especially as shown):

Praise the Lord! I desire to experience rest in my soul as these

received rest round about them. The children of Israel were sent to
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possess their land and to dispossess the inhabitants of that land that
would cause them to sin and turn away from God. We are to possess
our souls and dispossess those familiar spirits that plague us with be-
setting sin. As I read this verse, I rejoiced that when I seek Him with
my whole desire, I will find the Lord and He will give me rest from
those familiar spirits that vex my soul! What a wonderful aspect of
placing our desire upon Christ and reaping the benefits!
Proverbs 10:24
The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him: but the
DESIRE of the righteous shall be granted.
Proverbs 11:23
The DESIRE of the righteous is only good: but the expecta-
tion of the wicked is wrath.
8378. ta’avah - from 183 (abbreviated); a longing; by implication, a
delight (subjectively, satisfaction, objectively, a charm):
Psalm 145:19
He will fulfil the DESIRE of them that fear him: he also will
hear their cry, and will save them.
7522, ratsown - from 7521; delight (especially as shown):
Psalm 37:4
Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the
DESIRES of thine heart.
6026. ‘anag - a primitive root; to be soft or pliable, i.e. (figuratively)
effeminate or luxurious:

In these four verses, I see the same line of thought expressed
for those who have placed their desires in the Lord. We have often
talked about our necessity to have the Holy Ghost move into our soul
and for us to mortify the deeds of the flesh, to become the sons of God
that no longer sin but are complete in Christ. When this happens, we
will not have our own petty desires any longer. We will have the mind
of Christ and His desires will be our desires which is so much better
than anything we can imagine. As we press into God and allow His
desires to become our desires, He will be able to grant them!

Proverbs 13:12
Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the DE-
SIRE cometh, it is a tree of life.
Proverbs 13:19
The DESIRE accomplished is sweet to the soul: but it is
abomination to fools to depart from evil.
8378. ta’avah - from 183 (abbreviated); a longing; by implication, a
delight (subjectively, satisfaction, objectively, a charm):

Fulfillment comes from God alone. Nothing can take His place.

Our longing and our delight should be placed in Christ, that we may
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find that sweetness in our own souls. Psalms 42 and 43 exhort us to
hope in God. When our soul is disquieted or cast down, our hope
should be in the Lord. As we put our hope completely in the Lord, He
is able to bring the accomplishment of our desires for Him.
Mark 11:24
Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye DESIRE,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.
154. aiteo - of uncertain derivation; to ask (in genitive case):

Is God’s desire our own desire? We look for answers to our
prayers and God says that we should receive them. He says that if we
knock, it shall be opened, if we seek, we will find, if we ask, we shall
receive. Yet, if our desires do not match God’s will for our lives, do we
really want to receive the answer to the prayer we have prayed? As
our desire is only for Christ, we will know that we are not asking amiss.
James 4:3 says, Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss,
that ye may consume it upon your lusts. I do not want to con-
tinue to ask amiss because my desire is not God’s desire. Imagine the
things that could be accomplished when we place our desires only in
Christ and God is able to use us as a channel for Him to do all that He
desires to do!

Matthew 20:20
Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with
her sons, worshipping him, and DESIRING a certain thing
of him.
Mark 10:35
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him,
saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us
whatsoever we shall DESIRE.
154. aiteo - of uncertain derivation; to ask (in genitive case):
Mark 9:35
And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto
them, If any man DESIRE to be first, the same shall be last
of all, and servant of all.

2309. thelo - apparently strengthened from the alternate form of 138;
to determine (as an active option from subjective impulse; whereas
1014 properly denotes rather a passive acquiescence in objective con-
siderations), i.e. choose or prefer (literally or figuratively); by impli-
cation, to wish, i.e. be inclined to (sometimes adverbially, gladly);
impersonally for the future tense, to be about to; by Hebraism, to
delight in:

Jesus did not rebuke anyone for having a desire for the King-
dom of God. He simply told them that there would be a price to pay in
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order to attain what they desired in God. If we desire a place in the
Kingdom of God, it is unlike the kingdoms of men. We do not scratch
and fight our way to the “top.” We are instructed that we must be
servants, slaves. There is just no other way to go about it, God does
not want another group of Pharisees proclaiming their eminence.
Desire only Christ, not the preeminence over your brethren.
Proverbs 3:15
She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou
canst DESIRE are not to be compared unto her.

2656. chephets - from 2654; pleasure; hence (abstractly) desire; con-
cretely, a valuable thing; hence (by extension) a matter (as some-
thing in mind):

God is the giver of wisdom. He says in James 1:5, If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.
There is no real wisdom unless it comes from Him. This is a proper
avenue for our desires. As we place our desire only in Christ, we will
be able to properly desire God’s wisdom, which He will grant to us.
We will also be able to lay our own thoughts and perceived “wisdom”
aside.

Romans 10:1
Brethren, my heart’s DESIRE and prayer to God for Israel
is, that they might be saved.
2107. eudokia - from a presumed compound of 2095 and the base of
1380; satisfaction, i.e. (subjectively) delight, or (objectively) kindness,
wish, purpose:
I Corinthians 14:1
Follow after charity, and DESIRE spiritual gifts, but rather
that ye may prophesy.
2206. zeloo - from 2205; to have warmth of feeling for or against:
I Timothy 3:1
This is a true saying, If a man DESIRE the office of a
bishop, he DESIRETH a good work.
3713. oregomai - middle voice of apparently a prolonged form of an
obsolete primary (compare 3735); to stretch oneself, i.e. reach out
after (long for):
1937. epithumeo - from 1909 and 2372; to set the heart upon, i.e. long
for (rightfully or otherwise):

These are absolutely proper channels for our desire of Christ.
As we desire only Christ, I am sure that we will begin to have more
desire for men’s souls, spiritual gifts, and places of responsibility in
the Body of Christ.

And finally, our desire for the incorruptible and eternal will
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overcome our human desire for the earthly and the corruptible life.
II Corinthians 5:2
For in this we groan, earnestly DESIRING to be clothed
upon with our house which is from heaven:
1971. epipotheo - from 1909 and potheo (to yearn); to dote upon, i.e.
intensely crave possession (lawfully or wrongfully):
Philippians 1:23
For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a DESIRE to de-
part, and to be with Christ; which is far better:

1939. epithumia - from 1937; a longing (especially for what is for-
bidden):

One other avenue for our desires is apparent to me. This is the
desires we have for our brethren, whom we have been exhorted to
love with agape love and to have bowels of compassion for them.

II Corinthians 7:7
And not by his coming only, but by the consolation where-
with he was comforted in you, when he told us your ear-
nest DESIRE, your mourning, your fervent mind toward
me; so that I rejoiced the more.
1972. epipothesis - from 1971; a longing for:
Philippians 4:17
Not because I desire a gift: but I DESIRE fruit that may
abound to your account.
1934. epizeteo - from 1909 and 2212; to search (inquire) for; inten-
sively, to demand, to crave:
Colossians 1:9
For this cause we also, since the day we heard [it], do not
cease to pray for you, and to DESIRE that ye might be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding;
154. aiteo - of uncertain derivation; to ask (in genitive case):
Hebrews 6:11
And we DESIRE that every one of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:
1937. epithumeo - from 1909 and 2372; to set the heart upon, i.e. long
for (rightfully or otherwise):

May God give us a heart for our brethren full of godly desires.
Pursue after Christ with all of your desire and pray that your brethren
in Christ will do the same.

Desire is one of the four compartments in the soul of man.
The soul is the place that God desires to fill and complete. As we com-
mit our every desire unto Him, let us also give Him our mind, our will
and our emotions. For when He shall appear, then we shall truly be
like Him and we will finally see Him as He is. God bless you.
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